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Hopefully, by the time you read this, an updated and refreshed parish 

website will be up and running. A company provided by the archdiocese 

has provided support to help parishes better utilize this important mode 

of communication. Of course, you never have a finished product, as we 

are always trying to improve and make updates. People want relevant 

and helpful information that is easy to find and kept up to date. We pledge to do this as best we can.  

 

Catholic Services Appeal Update 

As we wrap up CSA 2020, we have not yet reached our target of $50,727.00. I thank everyone who has 

helped us to do our part this year, especially all who gave a second gift. Some have offered part or all of their 

stimulus check to support the parish or CSA. We also received a stock donation. Thanks to all. As of this 

writing, we are about $8,000.00 short of our target. Please consider helping us if you haven’t already done 

so. Remember that among the many things the CSA supports, the theological education of seminarians like 

Deacon Zaid are covered by the CSA so that our newly ordained priests don’t have debt from the seminary. I 

myself benefitted from this as well. Any shortfall not reached by the middle of May will be paid by the parish. 

 

The 2021 CSA will officially kick off on the weekend of May 15-16. If you supported the CSA in the past, you 

may have already received an initial mailing, like I did. I will wait until after May 1
st
 and make my pledge to 

get our parish off and running to do our part this year, as I believe in what the CSA does. You can give by 

going to www.givecsa.org. Indicate the parish to which you want to credit your gift. Thank you.  

 

Families of Parishes 

This Monday at 6:30 pm is the first of three “gatherings” of parishioners, staff, and clergy from the five 

parishes that will be in our family, which officially begins on July 1
st
. These are zoom meetings. Consider 

joining us to meet other Catholics in our family and to learn more about what families of parishes is. You 

don’t have to be active in a ministry to join us, just a caring member of the family of God. Go to 

www.familiesofparishes.org to sign up. From there, go to “families of parishes gatherings” to sign up for as 

many of the three dates that are scheduled. If you can make all three, great. If not, you can still participate. 

Thanks for your consideration.  

 

First Communions 

Next weekend we will be celebrating First Communions at the weekend masses. We are limiting the number 

of families at each mass. Please know that some seats will be reserved. The children will process in at the 

beginning of mass (weather permitting), and be the first to receive Communion with their parents. The First 

Communions will not add much time to the mass. May we all be inspired by the simple faith of our children 

who want to grow close to Jesus, and deepen our own appreciation of the gift of the Jesus’ real presence in 

the Eucharist. 

 

The Easter Season Continues 

How are you continuing to ponder the wonder of Jesus’ resurrection this Easter season? 

Mission Statement 
“St. John the Baptist Roman Catholic Community is a 

growing and welcoming parish family. We proclaim the 
good news of Jesus Christ by embracing the Word, 

sacraments and commitment to service.” 
  

Rev. Fr. David Burgard, Pastor 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH 
511 South Monroe Street, Monroe, Michigan 48161    734-241-8910 

Office Hours: Monday 9am-4pm (Closed for Lunch Noon-1pm); Tuesday 9am-3pm; Thursday 9am-3pm 
Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday 

www.st johnmonroe .com 
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Parish Directory 
  

Rev. Fr. David Burgard, Pastor 
 734-241-8910 ext. 105 
 

Rev. Fr. Giancarlo Ghezzi, pime,  
Associate Pastor 
 fathergiancarlo@gmail.org 
 734-241-8910 ext. 115 
 

Dcn. Zaid Chabaan, Deacon 
 dcnzaid@gmail.com 
 

Dcn. Mike Stewart, Deacon 
 dcnmike@stmarymonroe.org 
 

Julie Dull, Finance Director 
 financedir@stjohnmonroe.com 
 734-241-8910 ext. 104 
 

Cathy Rogers, Office Manager 
 parishoffice@stjohnmonroe.com 
 734-241-8910 ext. 100 
 

Amy Cooke, Music Director 
 musicdir@stjohnmonroe.com 
 734-241-8910 ext. 107 
 

Leslee Smith,  
Director of Faith Formation  
 DFFmonroe@gmail.com 
 734-241-6097 

Monroe Catholic  
Elementary Schools 

 

www.mcesmonroe.com  
734-241-6335 

 

Kyle Kubik,  
 Executive Principal  

Karol Applin, 
 St. John Campus Assistant Principal 
Melody Setzler, 
 St. Michael Campus Assistant Principal  

Amber Scudder,  
 St. Mary Campus Assistant Principal 

(RCIA) Rite of Initiation for Adults: 
Anyone interested in inquiring about the 
Catholic faith, or in becoming a member 
of our Catholic Community, is invited to 
contact the parish office at  
parishoffice@stjohnmonroe.com. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism:  
Call the parish office to make for baptism 
dates at least one month in advance. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage:  
By arrangement with the pastor at least 
six months prior to planned date. 

St. John Finance Council 
 

 Fr. David Burgard Don Lieto 
 Peter Fales Peg Mueller 
 Steve Goodman Matt Zwack  

 

St. John Parish Council 
 

 Fr. David Burgard Ralph Carducci 
 Eric Kuehnlein Pam Mushung 
 Ray Hartman Angela Venier 

Dear brothers and sisters in the 
Lord, it is hard to believe how fast 
the time has gone since I began my 
ministry in Monroe June 1st. In the 

height of the pandemic, coming to a new place with its own history is 
difficult for anyone, but to meet people and learn their names and sto-
ries is much harder to do with a face covering. These past several 
months have been filled with many incredible blessings and graces and 
I wish to thank you the parishioners of St. Mary and St. John the Baptist 
for loving me and for all that you have taught me about ministry and 
what it means to serve.  
 

First and foremost, I would like to express my gratitude to Fr. David. His 
kindness, gentleness, and pastoral support have meant so much to me! 
He has supported me in all that I have wanted to do in the parish and 
has allowed me many opportunities to serve. I would also like to thank 
Fr. Giancarlo for his pastoral support and fraternity. Fr. Giancarlo has 
been extremely gracious in letting me preach and serve at the altar. I 
would like to thank Deacon Mike for his brotherly support as a deacon. 
Very quickly upon arriving in Monroe I saw first-hand the tangible reality 
of how much he is beloved in this community!  
 

A word of gratitude to the Parish Staff at both parishes and those who 
volunteer in the parish office! You have taught me also what it means to 
serve and I am truly grateful for all the many ways you serve the 
Church to ensure the parish is running smoothly. A special word of 
gratitude to Leslee Smith, Rebecca Mester, Barb Griffith, Sr. Nancy 
Ayotte, Shawn Riopelle, and Kourtnie Boncher and all our Catechists 
who I worked with for a short period when I served as Interim DRE in 
the Fall. The hard work and countless hours of preparation you put in 
does not go unnoticed and you are very much appreciated!  
 

I would like to express my words of thanks to Sean Jorgensen, Jason 
Linster, and Kyle Kubik! Being in a Catholic School is a tremendous 
blessing and something I thank God for daily. The school administration 
has treated me like a brother and have allowed me to serve in more 
ways than I expected during the Pandemic. I love to teach and I am 
grateful to have had the opportunity during this past year. A word of 
gratitude to all of the exceptional teachers at MCES and SMCC. Your 
hard work and passionate love for Catholic education is obvious and 
especially during this year of pandemic your witness and courage is 
truly admirable!  
 

Lastly, a word of gratitude to all the parishioners of St. Mary and St. 
John the Baptist. You have made serving a blessing due to your love, 
kindness, support, and most importantly your prayers for me during this 
past year! I ask for your continued prayers as I conclude my time in the 
parish May 2nd. I invite you to attend my First Mass as a Priest in Mon-
roe May 23rd which will be at 11:30 am at St. John the Baptist and 2 pm 
at St. Mary with a light reception following at the SMCC Gymnasium. 
During my time away, I will still have access to dcnzaid@gmail.com un-
til May 22nd. I begin my new assignment at Our Lady of Good Counsel 
July 1st! You are more than welcome to come visit me after July 1st. 
Please know I hold you all in prayer. Remember this is not good bye, 
but see you later! 
 

“How can I repay the Lord for all His goodness to me”- Psalm 116:12 

A Note From 

Deacon Zaid 

mailto:dcnzaid@gmail.com
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Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

Monday 8:15am St. Michael Church 
Tuesday 8:15am St. John Church 
 6:00pm St. Mary Church 
Wednesday 8:15am St. Mary Church 
Thursday 8:15am St. John Church 
 12:15pm St. Mary Church 
Friday 8:15am St. Michael Church 
1st Saturday 8:30am St. Mary Church 
 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday 4:30pm St. Mary Church 
 5:00pm St. Michael Church 
 5:30pm St. John Church 
Sunday 7:30am St. Mary Church 
 8:00am St. Michael Church 
 9:00am St. John Church 
 10:00am St. Mary Church 
 10:30am St. Michael Church 
 11:30am St. John Church 
Spanish 2:00pm St. Mary Church 
 

 

Saturday, April 24 
D 5:30pm † Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Judge Frank Arnold 
  † William Minney by Terry & Karen McLaughlin 
 

Sunday, April 25 
G 9:00am † Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Irene Giarmo 
  † Mary Lou Ewert by Ron Ewert 
  † Richard Morrison by Family 
  † Mary Carducci (birthday) by Family 
 

G 11:30am † Dorothy Diekman (25th anniversary) by Darlene Diekman 
  † Jammie Lynn Walter by Family 
  † Annette Yuna (birthday) by Family 
 
 

Tuesday, April 27 
D 8:15am  People of St. John’s Parish 
 

Thursday, April 29 
G 8:15am   
 

Saturday, May 1 
 5:30pm † Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Irene Giarmo 
  † E. J. McCormick by Terry & Karen McLaughlin 
 

Sunday, May 2 
 9:00am † Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Mr. & Mrs. Brian Lewandowski 
  † Julius & Muriel LaRoy by LaRoy Family 
  † Stephen Sasfy by Lillian Sasfy 
 

 11:30am  People of St. John’s Parish 

D - Fr. David Burgard  V  G - Fr. Giancarlo Ghezzi  V  K - Fr. Kishore Battu  V  A - Fr. Alan Zobler   

To learn more about Stephen Ministry, 
talk to our Stephen Leaders: Chris 
Antonelli at 734-735-3647 or by email 
at c.morr@charter.net. 

Offertory Report 
 March YTD 
Budget $39,850 $272,250 
Actual $38,717 $247,683 
 

Variance ($1,133) ($24,567)  
ACH Offertory of $3,780 included above  

 

Heritage $121 $618 
Cabrini $73 $547 

 

If you attend another church in the Monroe 
Vicariate, please use St. John’s collection 

envelope. It will be forwarded to St. John’s. 
 

For the Weekend of  
April May 1/2 
 

 5:30 pm 9:00 am 11:30 am  
 Renee Darrow John Morris Lori Kelly 

Why Attend a Family Gathering? 
Families of Parishes evolved with the lay faithful in mind.   
 

 Families of Parishes are for the benefit of lay faithful.  
 We are the Body of Christ. 
 We are meant to worship as community. 
 We need the Sacraments to sanctify and build up the Body of Christ and to 

give worship to God. CCC 1122 
 If there are not enough priests to minister to each individual parish, the 

grace of the sacraments will not be available to us. 
 We need to come together as one Body. 
 Come and meet the other parishes in your family, learn about their unique 

characteristics. Participate in discussions with other members of your family.  
 Hear stories from lay persons in dioceses that have already participated in such 

a transition.  
 We learn through the experiences of others. 

 Begin the chapter of journeying in faith with many other Catholics in your com-
munity. 
 You may see them every day but have never met. 

 This is what being a joyful missionary disciple is about. 
 Be a witness to your faith. 
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4th Sunday of Easter, April 25 
World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
Acts 4:8-12; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26-29; 1 Jn 3:1-2; 
Jn 10:11-18 
Monday, April 26 
Acts 11:1-18; Ps 42:2-3; 43:3-4; Jn 10:1-10 
Tuesday, April 27 
Acts 11:19-26; Ps 87:1-7; Jn 10:22-30 
Wednesday, April 28 
St. Peter Chanel, Priest and Martyr;  
St. Louis Grignion de Montfort, Priest 
Acts 12:24-13:5a; Ps 67:2-8; Jn 12:44-50 
Thursday, April 29 
St. Catherine of Siena, Virgin & Doctor / Church 
Acts 13:13-25; Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25-27; Jn 13:16-20 
Friday, April 30 
St. Pius V, Pope; Arbor Day 
Acts 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-11; Jn 14:1-6 
Saturday, May 1 
St. Joseph the Worker 
Acts 13:44-52; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 14:7-14 
5th Sunday of Easter, May 2 
Acts 9:26-31; Ps 22:26-32; 1 Jn 3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8 

St. John’s Prayer List exists for the purpose of remembering 
in our prayers all our parish family and friends who suffer 
physically, emotionally, or spiritually, especially:  

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 
Almighty and eternal God, Protect these soldiers as they 
discharge their duties. May the power of your love enable 
them to return home in safety, that with all who love 
them, they may ever praise you for your loving care. We 
ask this through Christ our Lord. 

2d Lt Alexander L. Compean, USAF/USA 

 

W I N N E R  

Sharon Duvall 

April  
19 

Electronic Offertory is Available 
Forget your envelope on the counter?    Forget to stop at the ATM? 

Ran out of checks before Mass?  
 

Make weekly contributions worry free with electronic funds transfer for offertory. 
Contributions are deducted from either a checking or savings account on the 15th of each 
month. Special collection envelopes can still be used in the basket on Sundays. 

 

Please consider this easy option for making your offertory contribution to St. John Church. If interested, please 
fill out the form below with a voided check included. Place it in an envelope and put in the offertory basket, 
bring it to the parish office or put in the mail. 
 

I authorize St. John the Baptist to initiate electronic debit entries to my:  
 

  Checking Account      Savings Account in the amount of $___________ to be withdrawn each month, 
 

beginning in the month of _________________.  Financial Institution: _______________________________. 
I acknowledge that the origination of ACH transactions to my account must comply with the  

provisions of US law. This authority will remain in effect until I have canceled in writing. 
 

Printed Name: __________________________________   Date: __________________   

Signature:______________________________________ 

We are looking for the help of our 
parishioners to assist with live steaming with 
our new camera system once we go live in 
March. This would require a minimal training 
session and then you will be part of a team that 
will be on a rotating schedule. You would need to 
be present for the scheduled live stream mass and 
show up before mass at least 15 minutes early to get the 
software and camera ready. Please contact Deacon Zaid for 
more questions and to sign up, dcnzaid@gmail.com. 

St. Joseph Cemetery 
Open House  

May 1st & 2nd  10am-2pm 
 

Family Service Advisors will be 
on hand offering tours, and shar-
ing history about St. Joseph 
Cemetery. Learn about the 
Christian Order of Funerals, 
what to do with cremated re-
mains, burial traditions, present 
day cemetery practices & pre-
planning. Visitors will receive a 
complimentary Planning Re-
source Guide, caring cross & 
rosary.  
 

RSVP to Rachel Lazere  
at 734-241-1411 or  

lazere.rachel@aod.org 

mailto:lazere.rachel@aod.org
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Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools 

 
 

Now Enrolling for the 2021-2022 School Year! 

Visit www.mcesmonroe.com to request more information or call 734-241

-3923 and speak with Julie White, our Enrollment Manager! 

www.mcesmonroe.com  734-241-6335 

Susan Lyke Memorial Scholarship 

Applications due April 30
th
! 

Contact the school office for more information. 

St. Michael Campus 
Renovation Update 

We are about a month away from completion 
of our renovation! Check out the progress: 

Schedule an in-person  
visit during non-school 

hours with our principal,  
Mr. Kubik! 

Call 734-241-3923 or visit 
mcesmonroe.com. 

Seeking Substitute 
Teachers! 

 

Pay Rate: $80/day 
7:45am-2:45pm 
 

Requirements: 
 90 College Credits 
 Organized 
 Interested in working with 

students 
 Maintain a safe environment 
 Background Check/

Fingerprinting 
 Protecting God’s Children 

Workshop 
 

If interested, call Julie White at 
734-241-3923  

http://www.mcesmonroe.com
http://www.mcesmonroe.com
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Ackerman & Ruman Families 

Bacarella & Venier Families 
Beck & Wehner Families 

Robert & Joan Brennan 
Fred R. Brossia Family 

Patricia Blakey Burroughs 
Christy Bates Carducci 

Christy & Mary Carducci Family 
Joseph J. Carrabino 

Teresa (Carrabino) Hansen 
Dominic Cicero, Jr. 

Chester & Mildred Clark 
Ann Clark 

Theodore Colucci Family 
Saverio & Mary Costello Family 

Mary Jane Darrow 
Rev. Albert Robert "Bob" DeSloover 

Robert A. Dobberstein 

Pat & Vera Drummonds Family 
Robert J. Duffey Family 

Kenneth & Wilma Dusseau Family 

DuVall, Morrin & Cousino Families 
Tom Gerweck 

Rosemarie Hess-Schindler 
Anna Hess 

Lowell B. & Helen R. Hudson 
Hudson & Gessner Families 

Lauer & Bicking Families 
Gus & Helen Janssens Family 

Jonathon M. Keck 
Thomas K. & Marie C. Keegan 

Julian & David LaRoy 
Jennifer (Martin) Layhew 

Jerry E. Loughridge 
Diane Mack 

Dorian Mantei 
William McIntyre 

Barbara Metz 

Armand & Lena Michelin Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Miller & Family 

Connie S. Niemi 
Vincent J. Palazzolo 

Pancone & Donofrio Family 
Sebastian & Vincenzina Patania 

Pollzzie & Bacarella Family 
Edward J. Roecker 

John A. Scheich 
Joseph Scheich 

Janice Sordini 
Mr. & Mrs. Hubert Steffes & Family 

Strauss & Grodi Families 
Gregory Neil Thoma 

Jeffery William Thoma 
Joseph & Evelyn Thoma 

Ron Thomas 
William & Madeline Trawinski 

Harold & Arlene Weaver 

Gerald Windels 

Saint John the Baptist Monthly Memorial 

By Deacon Mike Stewart 
 

Are you over it yet?  
 

We waited until the Saturday evening dinner crowds would have come-and-
gone. Craving our favorite pizza and salad, coupled with a nice glass of wine, 
it seemed worth the investment of time it took to get there. And yet, though 
fully vaccinated, we still carried this level of insecurity; though we desperately 
needed to get out of covid prison. It seemed strangely natural to rationalize 
the adjustments we made in order to reduce the risk.  
 

As we neared the restaurant, we noticed that there were very few cars in the 
parking lots of any of the surrounding restaurants. Others appeared closed 
altogether, highly unusual on a Saturday night in a busy area. It was an 
ominous sign, to be sure. When our restaurant came into view, there were no 
cars in the parking lot, the building was dark, and we knew where this was 
heading. An employee was exiting the building, so we asked what was going 
on. “We’re having a staffing issue,” was all she said, sheepishly raising her 
eyebrows. Ironically, as we pulled away, the contemporary Christian group, 
For King and Country was singing on the radio, ‘It's not over yet, and even 
when you think you're finished, It's not over yet.’ Indeed.  
 

So … how about you? Are you over it? Are you tired, agitated, frustrated, 
drained; and yet, still strangely terrified to go out in public? After all, it’s been 
well over a year, and we fully expected it to be over now, didn’t we? But hey, 
maybe that’s the problem … our expectations. Maybe we should have 
surrendered whatever expectations we had to the only One who could see 
beyond this pandemic. Maybe, instead of expectations, we should have just 
trusted that God has this, and let God be God, and detach ourselves from the 
outcome. Maybe, instead of mourning what we don’t have right now, we could 
use this time of ‘pause’ to cultivate a relationship with this God of ours who, 
perhaps up to now, we haven’t made enough time for.  
 

Are you over it?  
 

Do not fear: I am with you; do not be anxious: I am your God. 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right 
hand. Isaiah 41:10 
 

© 2021 Mike Stewart, Email: layleanings@gmail.com, Used with permission 

Live the Gospel! 
 

The St. Mary Christian service 
commission is organizing a Habitat 
build open to members of the par-
ishes in our family. The construc-
tion site is in Detroit Beach. The 
date for 2021 is Saturday, May 
29th. The workday runs from 8 AM 
to 3:30 PM. Lunch, hard hats, and 
safety glasses will be provided. 
Volunteers must be at least 16 
years of age. If under 18, a waiver 
must be signed by a parent or 
guardian. If interested, please con-
tact Fred Fedorowicz at 
(fedorowicz@sbcglobal.net). 

mailto:fedorowicz@sbcglobal.net

