
511 South Monroe Street 
Monroe, MI 48161 

734-241-8910 
www.stjohnmonroe.com 

Monday  |  9:00am-4:00pm 
(Lunch 12:00-1:00pm) 
Tuesday  |  9:00am-3:00pm 
Thursday  |  9:00am-3:00pm 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday  
& Sunday  |  Closed 

 

 

“St. John the Baptist Roman 
Catholic Community is a growing 
and welcoming parish family. We 
proclaim the good news of Jesus 
Christ by embracing the Word, 
Sacraments, and commitment to 
service.” 

~Rev. Fr. David Burgard, Pastor 

Read the letter from Father David about the parish incorporations within the 
Archdiocese of Detroit  on page 9. 



This Sunday the whole Church 
honors the gift of the Eucharist that 
has been entrusted to us. The 
celebration of Jesus’ gift of His real 
presence in His Body and Blood is at 
the center of our faith and worship 
as Catholics, celebrated in the 
liturgy that we commonly call the 
mass. One of the greatest trials of us 
who believe in the real presence in 
these days of the pandemic is that 
we were deprived of the celebration 
of this sacrament for an extended 
period of time. Thankfully, we are 
now at a place where most of us can 
return to the celebration of the 
mass. However, many have gotten 
out of the habit of celebrating. 
Some no longer believe in the real 
presence. This is a challenge for the 
Church in every age, not just now. If 
you struggle with your belief in 
Jesus’ presence in the Eucharist, or 
have had doubts, you are not alone. 
Even the greatest saints 
experienced this. It is part of our 
human condition. We may receive 
this sacrament and not have an 
emotional or spiritual “high”. Yet, we 
still come, because we walk by faith, 
not by sight. Can you believe that 
our Lord Jesus is able to help and 
sustain you even when you cannot 
feel it or not aware? How can you 
deepen your belief in the real 
presence? 
 

I pray that those who have gotten 
out of the habit of coming to mass 
may recognize their deep desire for 
the Lord. All of us must decide to 
make worshipping at mass a 
priority. Have you invited someone 
back to mass lately? Do you let 

others know that you are proud of 
your faith, and that it is a gift? Give 
joyful witness, and God can use your 
faith to help others. 
 
O Sacrament most Holy, O 
Sacrament divine, all praise and all 
thanksgiving be every moment 
thine! 
 

Taking Communion to those who 
cannot come to mass is a beautiful 
ministry in the life of the Church. I 
offer a gentle reminder that it is 
expected that all who bring 
Communion to the sick are formed 
and trained in this ministry, even if it 
is to a family member. There is 
proper protocol to handling the 
Eucharist. Please contact the parish 
office if you would like to be trained. 
It is a single session led by one or 
more of the pastoral staff. The 
parish is expected to have a list of all 
people who are trained to take 
Communion to the sick. 
 

A reminder to those who receive 
hosts for the sick at Communion 
time: Please receive your Com-
munion first, then indicate to the 
clergy or EME that you are taking 
Communion to the sick. Have your 
pyx ready and indicate how many 
hosts you request. You should also 
have a burse to hold the pyx, and it 
should preferably we worn around 
your neck. Please go immediately 
after mass to those you are visiting. 
You are not allowed to keep the 
Eucharist in your home. You may 
borrow a pyx, or purchase your own. 

We can help you with this. 
 

Thank you to all who partake in this 
privileged ministry! 
 

Starting with this issue, we are 
using a new bulletin company, 
called LPI. This company is also 
used by St. Mary and St. Michael. 
Those parishes have been very 
happy with the company and its 
services. I hope that you like the 
new look. We will continue to make 
improvements to the bulletin, so 
that it can be an important 
communication tool. 
 

As we come to the end of the school 
year, I realize how difficult it has 
been for our educators making 
decisions, and for the changes and 
adaptations for our families and 
their students. We pray that 
through the course of the summer, 
progress with the virus will 
continue, so that we have a much 
better school year for ’21-22. I hope 
that this summer we can all get 
time to rest, recreate, connect with 
others, and pray, asking God to 
guide us in patience through this 
time. Remember that our mass for 
graduates is next Sunday at 11:30 
am. Even if you aren’t coming to the 
mass, please contact the office to 
let us know about your graduates, 
so that we can recognize them in 
the June 20 bulletin. 
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Many of our parents and 
grandparents were formed during 
the Great Depression, and often 
they would be very frugal with 
money, or take precautions never 
to run out of basic necessities. My 
dad, for example, never let the gas 
tank in his car go below half full, 
and he hid money in envelopes in 
strategic places in the house, ‘just 
in case’.  
 
I certainly wasn’t formed by the 
Depression, but that didn’t 
prevent me from becoming 
anxious when, for some reason, 
my cell phone suddenly stopped 
taking a charge. With a busy day 
not even half over, by the time I 
noticed, I had less than 50% of my 
battery left, with a busy afternoon 
and evening still ahead. It didn’t 
help that I was many miles away 
from home. With the little power I 
had left, I used the phone to 
locate a cell phone store. They 
quickly diagnosed the problem as 
a bad car charger, and were very 
eager to sell me a new one for a 
significant sum of money. My 
relief was short-lived, however, as 
I soon realized that the phone still 
wouldn’t charge despite the 
expensive new cord. As if I weren’t 
panicked enough, I glanced at my 
dash to notice that my gas gauge 
was nearly empty, and since I was 
in an unfamiliar area, I wasn’t 
certain where to find gas. It that 
moment, it seemed the only thing 

not in short supply was my 
frazzledness.  
 
The phone problems are behind 
me now, and when last I checked, 
my gas gauge was full. As I look 
back on the stressfulness of that 
day, I’m struck at how this 
experience of running short of 
things that are vital to my daily 
routine parallel those times when 
God seems absent in my life. I 
liken it to being in the desert 
without water, and panic begins 
to take control. What’s wrong? 
What could this mean? What did I 
do wrong to alienate God? Why 
does God seem so distant? It 
seems that when I need God the 
most, God’s gone silent.  
 
I once shared these experiences 
of absence from God with a 
spiritual director, who in turn 
shared with me that God speaks 
loudest in the silence. Why? 
Because in the silence of God, I 
instinctively try and listen closer; 
something I know I don’t do when 
I’m busy and in my routine of life.  
 
Where once I would have 
panicked in the silence of God, I 
now acknowledge the truth … 
there’s no ‘emptiness’ of God in 
our lives. On the contrary, when 
my life becomes too ‘full’, I drown 
out the presence of God.  
  

Ps 37:7 

Ralph Carducci 
Eric Kuehnlein 
Pam Mushung 
Ray Hartman 
Angela Venier 

Don Lieto 
Peter Fales 
Peg Mueller 
Steve Goodman 
Matt Zwack  



Please contact the parish office or 
Fr. David with inquiries about the 
Sacraments at: 734-241-8910 or 
parishoffice@stjohnmonroe.com. 
 

Saturday, 4:00-5:00pm. 
Reconciliation room is in the room at 
the left side of the altar. In addition 
to regular confession times, 
arrangements can be made by 
calling the parish office. 
 

At least one individual must be a 
member of St. John Church. A 
minimum of six months previous 
notice is required before the 
wedding date. Please phone the 
parish office for more information. 
 

Call the parish office to make an 
arrangement and baptism dates at 
least one month in advance. 
 

Anyone interested in inquiring 
about our faith, or anyone interested 
in becoming a Roman Catholic 
Christian please contact the parish 
office. Meetings on Tuesdays, from 
6:30-8:00pm in Heritage Hall at  
St. Mary’s. 
 

By arrangement with the pastor at 
least six months prior to planned 
wedding date. 
 

The Sacrament is available upon 
request for persons who are 
seriously ill, scheduled for a medical 
procedure, or with a chronic 
condition. A person can be anointed 
as often as their condition warrants. 

Jim Adams 
Anita Askam 
Thomas Barron 
Pamela Barron 
Angelo Benvenuto 
Ben Budzios 
Betty Budzios  
Jack Burns 
Fr. David Carrucci 
Denise Darin-Clark 
Tom Clark 
Dan DePuydt 
Darlene Diekman 
Evanka Dimitroff 
Barb DuVall 

Nancy Earls 
Annie Germani 
David Graves 
Emily Haynes 
Kate Herr-Maletich 
Zenda Howell 
Evelyn Ibershoff 
Sis Iocoangeli 
Kathleen Krevsky 
Tom Lindsey   
Lisa Lliteras 
Beth Lovett 
Jerry Messerschmidt  
Herbert Meyer 
Cathy Miller 

Sierra Miller 
Frank Nagy 
William O'Connell 
Pat Orr 
Dave Padot 
Zandra Perry 
Zayden Perry 
Robert Rogers 
Lillian Sasfy 
Mary Slavik 
Daniel Sordini 
Maxwell Stotz 
Kay Thoma 
Steve Toth 
Jim Weeks 

Brandon Anderson, USAF 
SPC Derek Barron, USA 
Cpl Michael J. Carrabino, Jr., USMC 
2d Lt Alexander L. Compean, USAF 
Cpt Andrew J. Compean, USA 
BU3 Nate Cook 
CMCR Kyle Cook 
Cpt Jonathan A. Dieckman 
Chief MSgt Mark Fisher, USA 
SrA Stacy Krzyston, USAF 
SSgt Andrea L. Lake, USAF 
PFC Darrion LaRoy 
LCpl Mitchell Layhew, USMC 

MSgt Christopher Lindsey, USAF 
PFC Anthony Marquette, USCG 
AB Dakota Mills, USAF 
Sgt Tyler Morrison, USA 
EM1 Tad Murphy, USCG 
A1C Dalton J. Neff, USAF 
SSgt Natalie A. Neff, USAF 
SSgt Eric D. Paul, USAF 
BMC E-7 Chad Pietszak, USCG 
PFC Donald Puruleski, USA 
AB Jeffrey Stead, USAF 
MSgt Nicole Stibbe, USAF 
Pvt Dawson Wohlgamuth 

St. John’s  Prayer List exists for the purpose of remembering in our prayers all our 
parish family and friends who suffer physically, emotionally, or spiritually. 

We are hopeful that many on the list have received help and healing through the 
prayers lifted up by our parishioners. If you are still in need of prayers and would like to 
remain on, or be added to the list, contact the parish office. Names  on  the list will 
remain for a duration of six weeks. 

We can only publish the names of people who have consented to be added to the list, 
please check with the individual before contacting us to protect their privacy. 

USA - Army  |  USAF - Air Force  |  USCG - Coast Guard 
USN - Navy  |  USMC - Marine Corps 

Almighty and eternal God, protect these soldiers as they discharge their duties. 
May the power of your love enable them to return home in safety, that with  all 
who love them, they may ever praise you for your loving care. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 



As we gather today to reaffirm our faith in the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist, we are reminded that 
we are also the Body of Christ. The mission of the Gospel calls us to be Christ for others. There is so much 
brokenness and pain in our world. Many people are lost and feeling lonely, marginalized and oppressed, 
victimized and abused. Every time we receive the Body (and Blood) of Christ, we are asked to become what 
we eat. Are we willing to step aside from our preoccupations and concerns so that we can be Christ for 
others? The power and presence of Christ in the Eucharist becomes present in us. In receiving this 
transforming presence of Christ, we can truly effect change in the lives of those we meet. We can show them 
God’s unconditional, ever-present love and the beauty that can come from loving others. We are given the 
grace to become temples of justice and peace, carrying God’s sacred Presence within us wherever we go. 

Ex 24:3-8/Ps 116:12-13, 15-16, 17-18 
[13]/Heb 9:11-15/Mk 14:12-16, 22-26   
 

2 Cor 1:1-7/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 
[9]/Mt 5:1-12 
 

2 Cor 1:18-22/Ps 119:129, 130, 131, 132, 
133, 135 [135a]/Mt 5:13-16 
 

2 Cor 3:4-11/Ps 99:5, 6, 7, 8, 9 [cf. 
9c]/Mt 5:17-19 
 

2 Cor 3:15—4:1, 3-6/Ps 85:9ab and 
10, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. 10b]/Mt 5:20-26 
 

Hos 11:1, 3-4, 8c-9/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 
[3]/Eph 3:8-12, 14-19/Jn 19:31-37 
 

2 Cor 5:14-21/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-
12 [8a]/Lk 2:41-51 
 

Ez 17:22-24/Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16 
[cf. 2a]/2 Cor 5:6-10/Mk 4:26-34 

“This is the blood of the 
covenant that the LORD has 
made with you in accordance 
with all these words of his.”  
(Ex 24:8) 

I will take the cup of salvation, 
and call on the name of the 
Lord. (Ps 116) 

Or Alleluia. 

 

How much more will the blood 
of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself 
unblemished to God, cleanse 
our consciences from dead 
works to worship the living God. 
(Heb 9:14) 

“This is my blood of the 
covenant, which will be shed for 
many.” (Mk 14:24) 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. The English translation of 
Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass ©1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on 
English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. ©LPi 

Forget your envelope on the 
counter? Forget to stop at the ATM? 
Ran out of checks before Mass?  
 

Make weekly contributions worry free 
with electronic funds transfer for 
offertory. Contributions are deducted 
from either a checking or savings 
account on the 15th of each month. 
Special collection envelopes can still 
be used in the basket on Sundays. 
 

Please consider this easy option for 
making your offertory contribution to 
St. John Church. If interested, please 
fill out the form below with a voided 
check included. Place it in an envelope 
and put in the offertory basket, bring it 
to the parish office or put in the mail. 
 

I authorize St. John the Baptist to 
initiate electronic debit entries to my:  
 

  Checking      Savings in the 
amount of $____________________ to be 
withdrawn each month, beginning in 
the month of ________________________. 
 Financial Institution: 
______________________________________. 

 

I acknowledge that the origination of 
ACH transactions to my account must 
comply with the  provisions of US law. 

This authority will remain in effect 
until I have canceled in writing. 

 
Printed Name: ________________________ 

Date: _________________________________   

Signature:_____________________________ 



To learn more about Stephen 
Ministry, talk to our Stephen 
Leaders: Chris Antonelli at 734-
735-3647 or by email at 
c.morr@charter.net. 

Budget  .....................................$34,350 
Actual  ........................................ $33,066 
Variance  ................................... - $1,284 
Heritage  ........................................... $69 
Cabrini  .............................................. $47 

ACH Offertory of $3,780  
included above 

 

If you attend another church in the 
Monroe Vicariate, please use  

St. John’s collection envelope.  
It will be forwarded to St. John’s. 

 8:15am | St. Michael Church 

 8:15am | St. John Church 
 6:00pm | St. Mary Church 

 8:15am | St. Mary Church 

 8:15am | St. John Church 
 12:15pm | St. Mary Church 

 8:15am | St. Michael Church 

 8:30am | St. Mary Church 

 4:30pm | St. Mary Church 
 5:00pm | St. Michael Church 
 5:30pm | St. John Church 

 7:30am | St. Mary Church 
 8:00am | St. Michael Church 
 9:00am | St. John Church 
10:00am | St. Mary Church 
 10:30am | St. Michael Church 
 11:30am | St. John Church 
 2:00pm | St. Mary Church  
   (*Spanish) 

5:30pm  |  Fr. Giancarlo 
  † Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Mr. & Mrs. B. Lewandowski 
 

9:00am  |  Fr. David 
  † Viola Baumeister by Beth Pattie 
  † Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Patricia Milkulsky 
  † Julius & Muriel LaRoy by Family 
  † Stephen Sasfy by Lillian Sasfy 
  † Janice “Flugie” Sordini by Daniel Sordini 
11:30am  |  Fr. David 
   People of St. John’s Parish 
 

 8:15am † Carol Huntley by Halstead Family 
 

 8:15am  People of St. John’s Parish 
 

5:30pm  |  Fr. David 
   Keith & Rosemary Askam (SI - 50th anniversary) 
  † Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Mr. & Mrs. B. Lewandowski 
  † Don Fennell 
  † Jim Kitchen (1st anniversary) by Family 
 

9:00am  |  Fr. Giancarlo 
  † Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Patricia Milkulsky 
  † Carol Huntley by Halstead Family 
11:30am  |  Fr. Giancarlo 
  † Chester Calhoun by Rita Calhoun 

 
 

5:30pm 
Barbara Emerick 
 

9:00am 
Beth Pattie 
 

11:30am 
Dean Cousino 



Ackerman & Ruman Families 
Bacarella & Venier Families 
Beck & Wehner Families 
Robert & Joan Brennan 
Fred R. Brossia Family 
Patricia Blakey Burroughs 
Christy Bates Carducci 
Christy & Mary Carducci Family 
Joseph J. Carrabino 
Teresa (Carrabino) Hansen 
Dominic Cicero, Jr. 
Chester & Mildred Clark 
Ann Clark 
Theodore Colucci Family 
Saverio & Mary Costello Family 
Mary Jane Darrow 
Rev. Albert Robert "Bob" 

DeSloover 
Robert A. Dobberstein 
Pat & Vera Drummonds Family 

Robert J. Duffey Family 
Kenneth & Wilma Dusseau Family 
DuVall, Morrin & Cousino Families 
Tom Gerweck 
Marion Hatcher 
Rosemarie Hess-Schindler 
Anna Hess 
Lowell B. & Helen R. Hudson 
Hudson & Gessner Families 
Lauer & Bicking Families 
Gus & Helen Janssens Family 
Jonathon M. Keck 
Thomas K. & Marie C. Keegan 
Julian & David LaRoy 
Jennifer (Martin) Layhew 
Jerry E. Loughridge 
Diane Mack 
Dorian Mantei 
William McIntyre 
Barbara Metz 

Armand & Lena Michelin Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Miller & Family 
Connie S. Niemi 
Vincent J. Palazzolo 
Pancone & Donofrio Family 
Sebastian & Vincenzina Patania 
Pollzzie & Bacarella Family 
Edward J. Roecker 
John A. Scheich 
Joseph Scheich 
Sordini Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Hubert Steffes & Family 
Strauss & Grodi Families 
Gregory Neil Thoma 
Jeffery William Thoma 
Joseph & Evelyn Thoma 
Ron Thomas 
William & Madeline Trawinski 
Harold & Arlene Weaver 
Gerald Windels 

 

We are looking for the help of 
our parishioners to assist with 
live steaming with our new 
camera system. This would 
require a minimal training 
session and then you will be part 
of a team that will be on a 
rotating schedule. You would 
need to be present for the 
scheduled live stream Mass and 
show up before Mass at least 15 
minutes early to get the software 
and camera ready. Please 
contact Deacon Mike for more 
questions and to sign up, 
dcnmike@stmarymonroe.org. 

 Families of Parishes are for the 
benefit of lay faithful.  
 We are the Body of Christ. 
 We are meant to worship as 

community. 
 We need the Sacraments to 

sanctify and build up the 
Body of Christ and to give 
worship to God. CCC 1122 

 If there are not enough priests 
to minister to each individual 
parish, the grace of the 
sacraments will not be 
available to us. 

 We need to come together as 
one Body. 

 Come and meet the other 
parishes in your family, learn 
about their unique 
characteristics. Participate in 
discussions with other 
members of your family.  

 Hear stories from lay persons in 
dioceses that have already 
participated in such a transition.  
 We learn through the 

experiences of others. 
 Begin the chapter of journeying 

in faith with many other 
Catholics in your community. 
 You may see them every day 

but have never met. 
 This is what being a joyful 

missionary disciple is about. 
 Be a witness to your faith. 
 



 

 Tickets $5 (Suggested Donation) 12 & Under Free 

 Doors & Concessions open at 5:30pm 

 Music begins at 6:00pm 

 Abby Johnson speaks 7:00-8:30pm 

 Social Distancing & Masking Guidelines in effect 

 Kids Play Area Available 

 Bring a Lawn Chair or Blanket for Seating 

 Tickets on sale Mother’s Day through Day of Event 
 

After Abby's presentation, there will be a bit of time for Mrs. Johnson 
to sign books purchased at the event. 
 

Please bring your seating with you – Chairs and blankets for sitting 
on the field are welcome! 
Come early to grab a quick bite to eat, listen to music, find good 
seating, and enjoy a bit of fun and fellowship at this huge, outdoor 
open-air venue! 
 

Food and other Concessions will be available for purchase in Kenna 
Hall in a properly maintained and clean environment. Proper 
distancing, masking & unmasking guidelines and other precautions 
will be adhered to in order to provide safe dining areas both inside 
Kenna Hall and outside under the dining tent.  
  

Sanitation stations will be located at entrances and other strategic 
areas throughout the venue to make sanitizer and masks available to 
any in need. Masks are required unless you are outside and properly 
distanced from others or if you fall into one of the categories of 
individuals who are exempt from this guideline/requirement. 
 

For additional ticket and event information, please contact:  
St. Anthony Parish Office – (734) 854-1143 or  
Evangelization Rep Joe Boggs at (734) 755-1872 

We would like to acknowledge 
our parish high school and 
college 2021 graduates. Please 
let us know by calling or 
emailing the parish office so that 
we can include them in a June 
issue of the bulletin. We ask for 
the graduate’s name, school 
from which they are graduating, 
and college degree if applicable. 
We know that it has been 
challenging for our graduates 
and their families this year, with 
the adjustments and sacrifices 
that they have had to make. 



 

In line with many other Catholic 
dioceses, the Archdiocese of 
Detroit is in the process of filing 
paperwork with the State of 
Michigan to separately 
incorporate all parishes in the 
archdiocese. As of July 1st, this 
means that our parish will now 
be a separate nonprofit religious 
charity that receives associated 
tax benefits.  
 

Parish incorporation has been 
encouraged by Church law for 
many decades. Creating non-
profit parish corporations is the 
civil law structure that most 
simply and effectively ensures 
that the rights of parishes 
regarding church property 
guaranteed under Church law 
are respected. It also better 
reflects our theology of Church, 
in which we are all called by our 
baptism to exercise the mission 
of the Church on the local level. 
 

The pastor will serve as the 
President of the corporation on 
the board of directors. The 
board also includes Archbishop 
Allen Vigneron, represented by 
the Archdiocese’s Chancellor, 
who is a canon lawyer and 
serves as the Archdiocese’s 

primary record keeper; the 
regional bishop, now Bishop 
Gerard Battersby; and a parish 
representative, from one of the 
parish leadership bodies, 
representing all parishioners. 
Legally, the board must meet at 
least once a year and file related 
paperwork with the State. Most 
of this paperwork will be taken 
care of by the archdiocesan 
Chancellor. 
 

This change in legal status will 
not have a substantial or 
noticeable impact on the 
normal daily operation and 
administration of our parish. As 
pastor, I will continue to be the 
administrator and spiritual 
leader of the parish, consulting 
with the parish staff and 
leadership councils as required 
and remaining accountable to 
Archbishop Vigneron.  
 

I wanted to inform you, the 
people of the parish, of this 
transition, since you make up 
our parish family and share in 
the stewardship of the goods 
that belong to St. John the 
Baptist parish. Any questions 
may be directed to Julie Dull, 
our finance director, or myself. 
 

Sincerely, 
Father David Burgard 

If you would like to contact  
Fr. Zaid you can reach him at 
his new assignment at Our 
Lady of Good Counsel Parish: 

Fr. Zaid Chabaan 
47650 N Territorial Rd,  
Plymouth, MI 48170 
734-453-0326 

We are definitely in wedding 
season, and Pope Francis 
reminds us it is good to pray 
for holy marriages. May 
husbands and wives practice 
sacrificial love for each other 
and bear witness to Jesus 
Christ.  



Monroe Catholic  

Elementary Schools 
www.mcesmonroe.com  |  734-241-6335 

 
To request more 
information visit 

www.mcesmonroe.com 
or call 734-241-3923 
and speak with Julie 

White, our Enrollment 
Manager! 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adip 

 

 

http://www.mcesmonroe.com
http://www.mcesmonroe.com

