
511 South Monroe Street 
Monroe, MI 48161 

734-241-8910 
www.stjohnmonroe.com 

Monday  |  9:00am-4:00pm 
(Closed for Lunch 12:00-1:00pm) 
Tuesday  |  9:00am-3:00pm 
Thursday  |  9:00am-3:00pm 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday  
& Sunday  |  Closed 

 

 

“St. John the Baptist Roman 
Catholic Community is a growing 
and welcoming parish family. We 
proclaim the good news of Jesus 
Christ by embracing the Word, 
Sacraments, and commitment to 
service.” 

~Rev. Fr. David Burgard, Pastor 

Go to www.give.aod.org and select “support my parish” then search  
for St. John the Baptist parish.  



If you travel this summer, 
remember to bring your faith 
with you. God can deepen your 
faith in times of quiet, relaxation, 
and beautiful and peaceful 
locations. Take time to check out 
the local Catholic Church or 
Catholic shrines. Pray for us back 
home, including the Families of 
Parishes initiative. Bring some 
good spiritual reading, or access 
Catholic sites like formed.org. 
Keep in touch with your home 
parish by going to the parish 
website. In your prayer time, ask 
God to reveal to you how you are 
to continue to grow in your faith, 
and how you might be called to 
more generously give witness to 
it in your life. Come back home 
with a renewed appreciation of 
God’s goodness, mercy, and 
awesome care for us. 
 

I appreciate it very much if you 

can remember to continue to 
offer your financial support to 
the parish when you are away. 
As with all of us, our expenses 
continue throughout the year. If 
you make up your Sunday 
offertory after several weeks or 
more, it is only necessary to 
place your total offering in the 
latest dated envelope. Please 
clearly mark any special 
collection or offering so that we 
can give you credit for your 
generosity. 
 

Please know that when I go on 
vacation, I pray for all of the staff 
and parishioners “back home” 
every day. 
 

I realize that this is summer time 
and many of us travel, but I 
invite parishioners to an in 

person gathering at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall on West Front 
Street on Wednesday, July 28, 
beginning at 6:30 pm. As the 
pastor moderator, I will speak 
about the Family of Parishes, 
with the opportunity to ask 
questions. A few of the 
parishioners from our five 
parishes will give brief faith 
witnesses. We will have a chance 
to casually meet other Catholics 
in our family, along with the 
pastors and parish staff. Finally, 
we will also pray for the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit on 
our local Church as we seek to 
be a true family of believers in 
this time and place. 
Refreshments will be provided. 
Please RSVP the parish office if 
you are able to join us. Thanks to 
the Knights of Columbus for 
hosting us for this summer 
gathering. 



Rev. Fr. David Burgard, Pastor 
734-241-8910 ext. 105 

Rev. Fr. Giancarlo Ghezzi, Pime, 
Associate Pastor 
734-241-8910 ext. 115 
fathergiancarlo@gmail.com 

Dcn. Mike Stewart, Deacon 
734-241-1644 ext 6 
dcnmike@stmarymonroe.org 

Julie Dull, Finance Director 
734-241-8910 ext. 104 
financedir@stjohnmonroe.com 

Cathy Rogers, Office Manager 
734-241-8910 ext 100 
parishoffice@stjohnmonroe.com 

Amy Cooke, Music Director 
734-241-8910 ext 107 
email@email.com 

Leslee Smith,  
Director of Faith Formation 
734-241-6097 ext 2 
dffmonroe@gmail.com 

734-241-6335 
www.mcesmonroe.com 

Kyle Kubik, Executive Principal  

Karol Applin, St. John Campus 
Assistant Principal  

Melody Setzler, St. Michael Campus 
Assistant Principal  

Amber Scudder, St. Mary Campus 
Assistant Principal 

With the plentiful rains this 
summer, the River Raisin, which 
runs through our town of 
Monroe, does not have its usual 
parched summer look. Instead, 
it’s full and vibrant.  
 

While running along the familiar 
banks of the river in the solitude 
of a dark, early dawn, it occurred 
to me that there is a noticeable 
rhythm to the river throughout 
the seasons of the year; from the 
swollenness of spring, to times 
of being so parched in the heat 
of the summer that only trickles 
of water drip over the waterfalls, 
and reeds grow like grass in the 
shallow water.  
 

It occurs to me that these 
rhythms of the river resemble 
the rhythms in our own lives. 
There are times in our lives, and 
certainly for some more than 
others, when there are few 
demands on our time. When the 
waters of our lives run that slow, 
opportunities can grow; things 
can happen, we get a chance to 
breathe life in. At other times, 
and probably more often than 
not, we feel a bit more like an 
angry river; we’ve poured so 
much stuff into the limited 
space of our time, we have 
nothing left to offer. Our nerves 
frazzle, and we find ourselves 
spilling over the banks of our 
self-control. We feel a bit like 
Job, "I am not at ease, nor am I 
quiet, and I am not at rest, but 
turmoil comes (3:26)." Sound 
familiar? 
 

Both in my former professional 
life and in ministry, I’ve often 
been called upon to recruit 
volunteers to help serve in a 
variety of capacities. And 
increasingly, I’m encountering 
people whose lives are woefully 
over-committed and bordering 
on out-of-control. We seem 
addicted to activity, and we hear 
the voices of our grandmothers 
ringing in our ears, “Idle hands 
are the devil’s workshop.” But at 
the same time, we’re tired; we 
need space and solitude; we 
need to rediscover our center 
and make peace with ourselves 
and with God. A seriously 
overcommitted friend told me 
recently, “It’s as if God has 
abandoned me.” “I get it,” I 
assured her, “But honestly, it’s 
the other way around.” You see, 
God is still there like a parent, 
waiting anxiously for that car to 
drive up the driveway.  
 

Finding balance in our lives will, 
for many of us, demand a 
significant and intensely 
personal commitment from us. 
In a world that is addicted to 
‘doing,’ the need to just ‘be’ has 
never been more apparent. It 
seems that moving from doing 
to being is bigger than most of 
us. But rest assured, it is not 
bigger than the One who waits 
for us in the stillness. We just 
need to slow down enough to 
ask.  
 

Psalm 46:10 



Please contact the parish office or 
Fr. David with inquiries about the 
Sacraments at: 734-241-8910 or 
parishoffice@stjohnmonroe.com. 
 

Saturday, 4:00-5:00pm. 
Reconciliation room is in the room at 
the left side of the altar. In addition 
to regular confession times, 
arrangements can be made by 
calling the parish office. 
 

At least one individual must be a 
member of St. John Church. A 
minimum of six months previous 
notice is required before the 
wedding date. Please phone the 
parish office for more information. 
 

Call the parish office to make an 
arrangement and baptism dates at 
least one month in advance. 
 

Anyone interested in inquiring 
about our faith, or anyone interested 
in becoming a Roman Catholic 
Christian please contact the parish 
office. Meetings on Tuesdays, from 
6:30-8:00pm in Heritage Hall at  
St. Mary’s. 
 

By arrangement with the pastor at 
least six months prior to planned 
wedding date. 
 

The Sacrament is available upon 
request for persons who are 
seriously ill, scheduled for a medical 
procedure, or with a chronic 
condition. A person can be anointed 
as often as their condition warrants. 

Jim Adams 
Anita Askam 
Thomas Barron 
Pamela Barron 
Dale Beauch 
Angelo Benvenuto 
Loretta Brossia 
Jack Burns 
Fr. David Carrucci 
Denise Darin-Clark 
Tom Clark 
Thomas Cousino 
Dan DePuydt 
Darlene Diekman 
Barb DuVall 
David Graves 
Emily Haynes 

Kate Herr-Maletich 
Zenda Howell 
Evelyn Ibershoff 
Sis Iocoangeli 
Linda Krueger 
Tom Lindsey  
Lisa Lliteras 
Beth Lovett 
Jerry Messerschmidt  
Herbert Meyer 
Cathy Miller 
Sierra Miller 
Frank Nagy 
Jeanne Niles 
Art Oblinger 
William O'Connell 
Pat Orr 

Dave Padot 
Zandra Perry 
Zayden Perry 
Robert Rogers 
Mark Rogers 
Ruth Ruehs 
Lillian Sasfy 
Mary Slavik 
Fr. Jim Smalarz 
Daniel Sordini 
Maxwell Stotz 
Kay Thoma 
Steve Toth 
Oscar Vandevelde 
Jim Weeks 

Brandon Anderson, USAF 
SPC Derek Barron, USA 
Cpl Michael J. Carrabino, Jr., USMC 
2d Lt Alexander L. Compean, USAF 
Cpt Andrew J. Compean, USA 
CMCR Kyle Cook 
Cpt Jonathan A. Dieckman 
Chief MSgt Mark Fisher, USA 
SrA Stacy Krzyston, USAF 
SSgt Andrea L. Lake, USAF 
PFC Darrion LaRoy 
LCpl Mitchell Layhew, USMC 

MSgt Christopher Lindsey, USAF 
PFC Anthony Marquette, USCG 
AB Dakota Mills, USAF 
Sgt Tyler Morrison, USA 
EM1 Tad Murphy, USCG 
A1C Dalton J. Neff, USAF 
SSgt Natalie A. Neff, USAF 
TSgt Eric D. Paul, USAF 
PFC Donald Puruleski, USA 
AB Jeffrey Stead, USAF 
MSgt Nicole Stibbe, USAF 
Pvt Dawson Wohlgamuth 

St. John’s  Prayer List exists for the purpose of remembering in our prayers all our 
parish family and friends who suffer physically, emotionally, or spiritually. 

We are hopeful that many on the list have received help and healing through the 
prayers lifted up by our parishioners. If you are still in need of prayers and would like to 
remain on, or be added to the list, contact the parish office. Names on the list will 
remain for a duration of six weeks. 

We can only publish the names of people who have consented to be added to the list, 
please check with the individual before contacting us to protect their privacy. 

USA - Army  |  USAF - Air Force  |  USCG - Coast Guard 
USN - Navy  |  USMC - Marine Corps 

Almighty and eternal God, protect these soldiers as they discharge their duties. 
May the power of your love enable them to return home in safety, that with  all 
who love them, they may ever praise you for your loving care. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 



 

We only have so much psychological and spiritual energy. We easily get tired. Responding to life’s 
demands and people’s needs can really zap us of all of our energy. Anger, frustration, exhaustion, 
discouragement, helplessness, and even apathy can run wild. We can find ourselves bitter and irritated by 
the fact that we have to do it all again. We need to rest, connect, and focus. Deserted places, free of 
unnecessary distractions and demands, are great places of refreshment and we all need them. Desiring to 
be alone for a bit and rest does not indicate selfishness. Rather, it radiates wisdom. God is the source of all 
we do and the satisfaction of every human heart. If we are going to use the gifts God gave us well, then we 
have to make sure our batteries are recharged and replenished. Jesus invites us to go to a desert place to 
rest and pray. Where is yours? 

Jer 23:1-6/Ps 23:1-3, 3-4, 5, 6 [1]/Eph 2:13
-18/Mk 6:30-34 
 

Ex 14:5-18/Ex 15:1bc,-2, 3-4, 5-6 [1b]/Mt 
12:38-42 

St. Apollinaris, Bishop and Martyr  
Ex 14:21—15:1/Ex 15:8-9, 10 and 12, 17 
[1b]/Mt 12:46-50 
 

St. Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest and 
Doctor of the Church  
Ex 16:1-5, 9-15/Ps 78:18-19, 23-24, 25-26, 
27-28 [24b]/Mt 13:1-9 
 

St. Mary Magdalene 
Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5
-6, 8-9 [2]/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
 

St. Bridget, Religious  
Ex 20:1-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [cf. Jn 6:68c]/
Mt 13:18-23 
 

Ex 24:3-8/Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15 [14a]/Mt 
13:24-30 
 

2 Kgs 4:42-44/Ps 145:10-11, 15-16, 17-18 
[cf. 16]/Eph 4:1-6/Jn 6:1-15 

I myself will gather the remnant 
of my flock from all the lands to 
which I have driven them and 
bring them back to their 
meadow; there they shall 
increase and multiply. (Jer 23:3) 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is 
nothing I shall want. (Ps 23) 
 

In Christ Jesus you who once 
were far off have become near by 
the blood of Christ. (Eph 2:13) 
 

When he disembarked and saw 
the vast crowd, his heart was 
moved with pity for them, for 
they were like sheep without a 
shepherd; and he began to teach 
them many things. (Mk 6:34) 

Forget your envelope on the 
counter? Forget to stop at the ATM? 
Ran out of checks before Mass?  
 

Make weekly contributions worry free 
with electronic funds transfer for 
offertory. Contributions are deducted 
from either a checking or savings 
account on the 15th of each month. 
Special collection envelopes can still 
be used in the basket on Sundays. 
 

Please consider this easy option for 
making your offertory contribution to 
St. John Church. If interested, please 
fill out the form below with a voided 
check included. Place it in an envelope 
and put in the offertory basket, bring it 
to the parish office or put in the mail. 
 

I authorize St. John the Baptist to 
initiate electronic debit entries to my:  
 

  Checking      Savings in the 
amount of $____________________ to be 
withdrawn each month, beginning in 
the month of ________________________. 
 Financial Institution: 
______________________________________. 

 

I acknowledge that the origination of 
ACH transactions to my account must 
comply with the  provisions of US law. 

This authority will remain in effect 
until I have canceled in writing. 

 
Printed Name: ________________________ 

Date: _________________________________   

Signature:_____________________________ 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. The English translation of 
Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass ©1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on 
English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. ©LPi 



Budget  ...............................$39,850 
Actual  ................................. $30,343 
Variance  ........................... - $9,507 
Heritage  ................................... $102 
Cabrini ......................................... $55 

ACH Offertory of $4,040 and 
Online Giving of $350 

included above 
 

If you attend another church in 
the Monroe Vicariate, please use  

St. John’s collection envelope.  
It will be forwarded to St. John’s. 

 8:15am | St. Michael Church 
 8:30am | St. Charles Church 

 8:15am | St. John Church 
 9:00am | St. Anne Church 
 6:00pm | St. Mary Church 

 8:15am | St. Mary Church 
 8:30am | St. Charles Church 

 8:15am | St. John Church 
 12:15pm | St. Mary Church 

 8:15am | St. Michael Church 
 9:00am | St. Anne Church 
   (except 1st Friday) 

 8:30am | St. Charles Church 

 8:00am | St. Charles Church 
 8:30am | St. Mary Church 

 4:30pm | St. Mary Church 
 4:30pm | St. Anne Church 
 5:00pm | St. Michael Church 
 5:30pm | St. John Church 

 7:30am | St. Mary Church 
 8:00am | St. Michael Church 
 8:00am | St. Charles Church 
 9:00am | St. John Church 
10:00am | St. Mary Church 
10:00am | St. Charles Church 
 10:30am | St. Michael Church 
 11:30am | St. John Church 
 Noon | St. Charles Church 
 2:00pm | St. Mary Church   
   (Spanish) 

 5:30pm | Fr. Giancarlo 
† Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Pat Kosanovich 

  † Pam Luzanski (6th anniversary) by Sharon DuVall 

 9:00am | Fr. Giancarlo 
  † Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Brad LaRoy & Pat LaRoy Family 
 11:30am | Fr. Giancarlo 
  † Connie Thomas by Catherine Arnold 
 

 8:15am  Mark Rogers (special intention) 
 

 8:15am  People of St. John’s Parish 
 

 5:30pm | Fr. Giancarlo 
† Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Pat Kosanovich 

  † Connie Thomas by Frank & Marcia Calandra 

 9:00am | Fr. David 
  † Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Brad LaRoy & Pat LaRoy Family 
 11:30am | Fr. David 
  † Raymond Reau by James & Madonna Reaume 
  † Connie Thomas by Catherine Arnold 

 
 

5:30pm 
Bill Hassett 
 

9:00am 
Ralph Carducci 
 

11:30am 
Gloria Rafko 



Ackerman & Ruman Families 
Bacarella & Venier Families 
Beck & Wehner Families 
Robert & Joan Brennan 
Fred R. Brossia Family 
Patricia Blakey Burroughs 
Christy Bates Carducci 
Christy & Mary Carducci Family 
Joseph J. Carrabino 
Teresa (Carrabino) Hansen 
Dominic Cicero, Jr. 
Chester & Mildred Clark 
Ann Clark 
Theodore Colucci Family 
Saverio & Mary Costello Family 
Mary Jane Darrow 
Rev. Albert Robert "Bob" 

DeSloover 
Robert A. Dobberstein 
Pat & Vera Drummonds Family 

Robert J. Duffey Family 
Kenneth & Wilma Dusseau Family 
DuVall, Morrin & Cousino Families 
Tom Gerweck 
Marion Hatcher 
Rosemarie Hess-Schindler 
Anna Hess 
Lowell B. & Helen R. Hudson 
Hudson & Gessner Families 
Lauer & Bicking Families 
Gus & Helen Janssens Family 
Jonathon M. Keck 
Thomas K. & Marie C. Keegan 
Julian & David LaRoy 
Jennifer (Martin) Layhew 
Jerry E. Loughridge 
Diane Mack 
Dorian Mantei 
William McIntyre 
Barbara Metz 

Armand & Lena Michelin Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Miller & Family 
Connie S. Niemi 
Vincent J. Palazzolo 
Pancone & Donofrio Family 
Sebastian & Vincenzina Patania 
Pollzzie & Bacarella Family 
Edward J. Roecker 
John A. Scheich 
Joseph Scheich 
Sordini Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Hubert Steffes & Family 
Strauss & Grodi Families 
Gregory Neil Thoma 
Jeffery William Thoma 
Joseph & Evelyn Thoma 
Ron Thomas 
William & Madeline Trawinski 
Harold & Arlene Weaver 
Gerald Windels 

 

We are looking for the help of 
our parishioners to assist with 
live steaming with our new 
camera system. This would 
require a minimal training 
session and then you will be part 
of a team that will be on a 
rotating schedule. You would 
need to be present for the 
scheduled live stream Mass and 
show up before Mass at least 15 
minutes early to get the software 
and camera ready. Please 
contact Deacon Mike for more 
questions and to sign up, 
dcnmike@stmarymonroe.org. 

Stephen Ministry Parishes equip and em-
power lay caregivers-called Stephen Minis-
ters, to provide high quality, confidential, 
Christ centered care to people who are 
hurting.  Stephen Ministers are parish mem-

bers trained by Stephen Leaders to offer high quality, one to one Christian 
care to people going through tough times.  A Stephen Minister usually pro-
vides care to one person at a time, meeting with that person once per week 
for about one hour.  Twice a month, Stephen Ministers gather with their Ste-
phen Leaders for supervision and continuing education.   
 

 Stephen Ministry multiplies blessings throughout the church and commu-
nity. 

 

 Parishes receive a practical and powerful way to respond to Christ’s com-
mandment: “Love one another as I have loved you” (John 15:12 RSV) 

 

 Priests, Deacons, Pastoral Ministers, have a team of gifted, trained, and 
committed lay caregivers ready to minister to people that are hurting. 

 

 Laypeople nurture and use their gifts in meaningful ministry, growing spir-
itually as they serve others. 

 

 Parish members who are hurting have a compassionate companion-a car-
ing Christian friend who provides emotional and spiritual support. 

 

Below please find the personal testimony of St. Mary Parish Member Greg 
Applin; 
 

Stephen Ministry has been a wonderful experience for me.  I feel, I have been 
blessed my whole life and it was time for me to help others during their time 
of need.  Stephen Ministry has helped grow my faith and has helped me han-
dle difficult situations thrown at me both in my personal and professional life 
 

Greg Applin                                                                                                                                                                                                   
St. Mary Parish Stephen Minister 



Change is a constant part of life.  This past year we have all had to make changes due to circumstances 
beyond our control. 
 

Throughout the history of the Church, change has been made necessary by the constantly evolving needs of 
the faithful.  In the current time our local Church leadership, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, has 
discerned that the Church must grow in its missionary and evangelizing efforts. 
 

To best accomplish this, and to care for the multiple needs of God’s people, our archdiocese is embarking on 
a new structure: Families of Parishes. (Information regarding Families of Parishes is available at 
(www.familiesofparishes.org.)  
 

The concept of Families of Parishes is designed to share available resources among neighboring parishes.  
Our family will consist of St. Mary, St. John the Baptist, St. Michael, St. Anne, and St. Charles in Newport.  In the 
‘Family’ the clergy, staff and those who serve in leadership positions will collaborate in a more deliberate way 
to serve all the faithful. 
 

The creation of Families will enable the clergy and staff to better share their gifts and talents, will allow for 
greater collaboration and alignment toward the mission: taking the Gospel out beyond our church walls and 
into the surrounding community.  In a particular way, we seek to invite and re-engage Catholics who have 
become disconnected from the Church. 
 

As a people of faith, we believe that our local Monroe Families of Parishes can only succeed if our efforts are 
firmly rooted in prayer.  To this end, we are requesting you to prayerfully consider participating in one or 
more of the following ways: 
 

 Personal prayer 
 Small group prayer sessions a. “neighborhood oriented” in individual homes b. “friend oriented” in 

individual homes 
 Scheduled holy hours in church 
 

Through these various formats we will ask the Holy Spirit to guide our parish’s leadership, specifically seeking 
wisdom, courage, perseverance, patience, faith and hope throughout the process. 
 

Please let us know how you can be a part of our intercessory prayer as we begin this new chapter in the life of 
our local Church.  Detaching and returning the check list below OR contacting the parish office at 734-241-
8910 or www.stjohnmonroe.com is the first step to advancing our prayer efforts! We thank you in advance! 
 

  
 

 Yes, I will personally pray for our transition to Families of Parishes. 
 Yes, I am interested in learning more about small group prayer sessions. 
 Yes, please notify me when Holy Hours are scheduled. 
 

Name  ________________________________________________________________    
 
Email  ________________________________________________________________  
 
Phone  _______________________________________________________________  
 
With gratitude,  
Fr. David Burgard,  
Moderator, Monroe Families of Parishes 

http://www.familiesofparishes.org
http://www.stmarymonroe.org


Sherri from LPi, our NEW Bulletin 
Printer, will be working on securing  
Ads for our Parish. We invite you to 
expand your reach, grow your busi-
ness, help wanted, or compliments of 
with a print Ad in the Bulletin and/or 
a digital Ad.  Ads are all in full color, 
run annually and dollars go to sup-
port the church. Thank you so much! 

Sherri Fischhaber 
419-450-5475    Sfischhaber@4lpi.com 

 

Parishioners will become part of a 
larger faith family, working 
together and leveraging 
resources in pursuit of our 
mission to unleash the Gospel. 
They will still be part of their own 
parish communities unless their 
own discernment suggests 
otherwise. They will worship 
alongside and work with other 
members of their new Family. 
They will be ministered to by 
multiple priests from all parishes 
in the Family and in many cases 
access to the Sacraments will be 
increased. They will share best 
practices and benefit from 
competent and improved lay 
leadership of the various 
ministries managed through the 
Family structure. 



http://www.mcesmonroe.com

