
511 South Monroe Street 
Monroe, MI 48161 

734-241-8910 
www.stjohnmonroe.com 

Monday  |  9:00am-4:00pm 
(Closed for Lunch 12:00-1:00pm) 
Tuesday  |  9:00am-3:00pm 
Thursday  |  9:00am-3:00pm 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday  
& Sunday  |  Closed 

 

“St. John the Baptist Roman 
Catholic Community is a growing 
and welcoming parish family. We 
proclaim the good news of Jesus 
Christ by embracing the Word, 
Sacraments, and commitment to 
service.” 

 Rev. Fr. David Burgard, Pastor 
 Rev. Fr. Giancarlo Ghezzi PIME, 

Associate Pastor 
 Rev. Mr. Mike Stewart, Deacon 

Go to www.give.aod.org and select “support my parish” then search  
for St. John the Baptist parish.  



As we develop our Monroe fam-
ily of parishes, according to the 
new structure of the family, 
there is to be a mission support 
director for each family. This 
person basically serves as a 
“business manager” for the par-
ishes, and is a resource person 
for areas that include finances 
and accounting (including par-
ish budgets), facility mainte-
nance, human resources, and 
information technology. This 
person works with a team, in-
cluding the parish and family 
finance councils, to help the 
Church to be better stewards  
of the resources that we have.  
Also, the director oversees 
these areas to relieve the priests 
in the family to have more time 
to focus on their ministry and 
the mission of the Church.  
 As the pastor moderator, I am 
happy to share that Mrs. Julie 
Dull has taken on the role of 
mission support director for our 
Monroe family of parishes. She 
has been serving as the finance 
director for St. Mary and St. 
John the Baptist for the last few 
years. Her family duties will be 
in addition to her continued 
role at the two parishes. The ad-
ditional compensation for the 
position will be shared equita-
bly by the five parishes.  

According to the family of par-
ishes structure, the mission 
support director is accountable 
to the pastor moderator.  
I thank Julie for taking this on in 
service of the Church. Please 
pray for the Holy Spirit’s guid-
ance on us as we continue to 
move into this new chapter in 
the life of the local Church here 
in the archdiocese of Detroit.  
 
COMMISSIONING MASS 
 All are invited to the special 
commissioning mass for our 
Monroe family of parishes on 
Sunday, October 31, at 12:00 
noon at St. Mary. All the priests 
of the family and Deacon Mike 
Stewart will be present to com-
mit ourselves to serving the 
people in our family. Bishop 
Gerard Battersby will preside.  
I am asking as many of the  
parish staff and leadership to be 
present. Please note that there 
will not be an 11:30 am mass at 
St. John the Baptist that day. 
 
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 
Our annual observance is next 
Sunday. As part of our ob-
servance, we will take up the 
annual special collection, which 
is overseen by the Society for 
the Propagation of the Faith. 
Special envelopes are included 

in your envelope packet, and for 
those who need them, there are 
extra envelopes in the church. 
Envelopes may be placed in the 
regular collection taken up at 
mass, or sent to the parish of-
fice. Please make any checks 
out to St. John the Baptist 
Church, and indicate “mission 
Sunday” on the check.  
 
PRIEST CONVOCATION 
This week, most of the priests of 
the archdiocese will gather with 
Archbishop Vigneron for frater-
nity, rest, prayer, and enrich-
ment at Boyne Mountain in 
northern Michigan. We have 
this gathering every other year. 
Please pray for us priests, as we 
will certainly pray for everyone 
“back home”. I always look for-
ward to this time with my 
brothers, so that we can recon-
nect and recommit ourselves to 
our priestly ministry in these 
challenging times in which we 
live. 
 
 



Ralph Carducci 
Eric Kuehnlein 
Pam Mushung 
Ray Hartman 
Angela Venier 

Don Lieto 
Peter Fales 
Peg Mueller 
Steve Goodman 
Matt Zwack  

Rev. Fr. David Burgard, Pastor 
734-241-8910 ext. 105 

Rev. Fr. Giancarlo Ghezzi, pime, 
Associate Pastor 
734-241-8910 ext. 115 
fathergiancarlo@gmail.com 

Rev. Mr. Mike Stewart, Deacon 
734-241-1644 
dcnmike@stmarymonroe.org 

Julie Dull, Finance Director 
734-241-8910 ext. 104 
financedir@stjohnmonroe.com 

Office Assistant 
734-241-8910 ext 100 
parishoffice@stjohnmonroe.com 

Amy Cooke, Music Director 
734-241-8910 ext 107 
musicdir@stjohnmonroe.com 

Leslee Smith,  
Director of Faith Formation 
734-241-6097 
dffmonroe@gmail.com 

Okay, I'm going deep with this 
one so brace yourself.  You 
might file this under the deep, 
philosophical questions of life; 
questions like, what is the 
meaning of life.  I have to believe 
that I'm not alone in pondering 
this mystery of the ages. Okay, 
so here it goes … now exactly 
where the heck do fruit flies 
come from? 

These highly annoying little 
creatures seem to just appear 
out of nowhere.  I've seen them 
in all seasons, from the heat of 
summer to frozen winters.  I've 
seen them when there's abso-
lutely no fruit anywhere in sight.  
I've seen them in houses, busi-
nesses, and in churches.  And 
like mosquitos, I have to wonder 
what God was thinking when he 
created the little vermin with 
seemingly no redeeming value.  
So I had to know … just where do 
these annoying little beasts 
come from? 

I did a little research (I Googled 
it), and what I learned surprised 
me, but also made perfect 
sense. Yes, they are attracted to 
rotting or fermenting fruit, but 
the fact that you don’t neces-
sarily see fruit laying out in the 
open,  

 

 

 

doesn’t mean those pesky little 
varmints can’t find remnants in 
the drain, or even a bit of spilled 
wine on a table cloth.   

 

What this finding revealed to 
me was that, whether or not I 
understand something (like fruit 
flies), doesn’t change whether or 
not it’s true.  So often, when I 
confront people who are strug-
gling to believe in a Creator God, 
I find that it’s less about belief 
than it is about understanding.  
If only I understood more about 
God in objective, tangible ways, 
then maybe I’d come to believe.  
I can’t see remnants of rotting 
fruit in a kitchen drain, but the 
fruit flies are there nonetheless.  
In the same way, even though I 
can’t ‘see’ God in the way I can 
see fruit flies, doesn’t mean that 
God isn’t there.  

 

Faith is the realization of what 
is hoped for and evidence of 
things not seen. Hebrews 11:1 

 

 

 

 



Please contact the parish office or 
Fr. David with inquiries about the 
Sacraments at: 734-241-8910 or 
parishoffice@stjohnmonroe.com. 
 

Saturday, 4:00-5:00pm. 
Reconciliation room is in the room at 
the left side of the altar. In addition 
to regular confession times, 
arrangements can be made by 
calling the parish office. 
 

At least one individual must be a 
member of St. John Church. A 
minimum of six months previous 
notice is required before the 
wedding date. Please phone the 
parish office for more information. 
 

Call the parish office to make an 
arrangement and baptism dates at 
least one month in advance. 
 

Anyone interested in inquiring 
about our faith, or anyone interested 
in becoming a Roman Catholic 
Christian please contact the parish 
office. Meetings on Mondays, from 
6:30-8:00pm. 
 

By arrangement with the pastor at 
least six months prior to planned 
wedding date. 
 

The Sacrament is available upon 
request for persons who are 
seriously ill, scheduled for a medical 
procedure, or with a chronic 
condition. A person can be anointed 
as often as their condition warrants. 

Jim Adams 
Anita Askam 
Scott Assenmacher 
Thomas Barron 
Pamela Barron 
Dale Beauch 
Angelo Benvenuto 
Loretta Brossia 
Jack Burns 
Fr. David Carrucci 
Denise Darin-Clark 
Tom Clark 
Thomas Cousino 
Dan DePuydt 
Darlene Diekman 
Barb DuVall 

David Graves 
Emily Haynes 
Kate Herr-Maletich 
Zenda Howell 
Evelyn Ibershoff 
Michael LaRoy 
Tom Lindsey   
Lisa Lliteras 
Beth Lovett 
Jerry Messerschmidt  
Herbert Meyer 
Cathy Miller 
Sierra Miller 
Frank Nagy 
Jeanne Niles 
Art Oblinger 

William O'Connell 
Pat Orr 
Dave Padot 
Zandra Perry 
Zayden Perry 
Mother Maria Pia 
Tony Pollzzie 
Cathy Rogers 
Robert Rogers 
Lillian Sasfy 
Mary Slavik 
Daniel Sordini 
Maxwell Stotz 
Kay Thoma 
Oscar Vandevelde 
Angela Venier 

Brandon Anderson, USAF 
SPC Derek Barron, USA 
Cpl Michael J. Carrabino, Jr., USMC 
2d Lt Alexander L. Compean, USAF 
Cpt Andrew J. Compean, USA 
CMCR Kyle Cook 
Cpt Jonathan A. Dieckman 
PFC Andrew Herrick, USA 
SrA Stacy Krzyston, USAF 
SSgt Andrea L. Lake, USAF 
Cpl Mitchell Layhew, USMC 
MSgt Christopher Lindsey, USAF 

PFC Anthony Marquette, USCG 
AB Dakota Mills, USAF 
Sgt Tyler Morrison, USMC 
EM1 Tad Murphy, USCG 
A1C Dalton J. Neff, USAF 
SSgt Natalie A. Neff, USAF 
TSgt Eric D. Paul, USAF 
PFC Donald Puruleski, USA 
AB Jeffrey Stead, USAF 
MSgt Nicole Stibbe, USAF 
Pvt Dawson Wohlgamuth 

St. John’s  Prayer List exists for the purpose of remembering in our prayers all 
our parish family and friends who suffer physically, emotionally, or spiritually. 

We are hopeful that many on the list have received help and healing through 
the prayers lifted up by our parishioners. If you are still in need of prayers and 
would like to remain on, or be added to the list, contact the parish office. 
Names on the list will remain for a duration of six weeks. 

We can only publish the names of people who have consented to be added 
to the list, please check with the individual before contacting us to protect 
their privacy. 

USA - Army  |  USAF - Air Force  |  USCG - Coast Guard 
USN - Navy  |  USMC - Marine Corps 

Almighty and eternal God, protect these soldiers as they discharge their 
duties. May the power of your love enable them to return home in safety, 
that with  all who love them, they may ever praise you for your loving care. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 



 

It’s the positions of power and great authority that people often admire. We equate success with six figure incomes, 
high positions, management, and influence. We even go above and beyond to find favor with our bosses so that we 
can get a little extra recognition and maybe the next promotion when it comes up. This is the way of the world. Those 
who have their values set on earthly things are going to work by earthly rules. We forget that it doesn’t work that way 
in the Kingdom of God. Success is measured not from the place of status, influence, or prestige but from the place of 
humility, service, and sacrifice. The authority that one hopes to achieve is not an authority over others but an authority 
that comes from wisdom and developing one’s relationship with God. Jesus flips the tables on our priorities. Even the 
first disciples had a tough time understanding this. They really thought that they would somehow receive a privilege 
or bonus from being faithful. We often operate under that same illusion.  

Is 53:10-11/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22 
[22]/Heb 4:14-16/Mk 10:35-45 or 
10:42-45 
 

St. Luke, Evangelist  
2 Tm 4:10-17/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-
18 [12]/Lk 10:1-9  

Sts. John de Brébeuf and Isaac 
Jogues, Priests, and Companions, 
Martyrs  
Rom 5:12, 15, 17-19, 20-21/Ps 40:7-8, 
8-9, 10, 17 [8 and 9]/Lk 12:35-38  
 

St. Paul of the Cross, Priest  
Rom 6:12-18/Ps 124:1-3, 4-6, 7-8 [8]/
Lk 12:39-48  
 

Rom 6:19-23/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [Ps 
40:5]/Lk 12:49-53  
 

St. John Paul II, Pope  
Rom 7:18-25/Ps 119:66, 68, 76, 77, 
93, 94 [68]/Lk 12:54-59  
 

 Rom 8:1-11/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. 
6]/Lk 13:1-9  
 

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time; 
World Mission Sunday  
Jer 31:7-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/
Heb 5:1-6/Mk 10:46-5  

 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 
1998, 1970 CCD. The English translation of 
Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass 
©1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on 
English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights 
reserved. ©LPi 

                                      

Forget your envelope on the counter? 
Forget to stop at the ATM? Ran out of 
checks before Mass?  
 

Make weekly contributions worry free 
with electronic funds transfer for 
offertory. Contributions are deducted 
from either a checking or savings 
account on the 15th of each month. 
Special collection envelopes can still 
be used in the basket on Sundays. 
 

Please consider this easy option for 
making your offertory contribution to 
St. John Church. If interested, please 
fill out the form below with a voided 
check included. Place it in an envelope 
and put in the offertory basket, bring it 
to the parish office or put in the mail. 
 

I authorize St. John the Baptist to 
initiate electronic debit entries to my:  
 

  Checking      Savings in the 
amount of $____________________ to be 
withdrawn each month, beginning in 
the month of ________________________. 
 Financial Institution: 
______________________________________. 
Routing #____________________________ 
Account # ___________________________ 

 

I acknowledge that the origination of ACH 
transactions to my account must comply 

with the  provisions of US law. This 
authority will remain in effect until I have 

canceled in writing. 
 

Printed Name: ________________________ 

Date: _________________________________   

Signature:_____________________________ 



 8:15am | St. Michael Church 
 8:30am | St. Charles Church 

 8:15am | St. John Church 
 9:00am | St. Anne Church 
 6:00pm | St. Mary Church 

 8:15am | St. Mary Church 
 8:30am | St. Charles Church 

 8:15am | St. John Church 
 12:15pm | St. Mary Church 

 8:15am | St. Michael Church 
 9:00am | St. Anne Church 
   (except 1st Friday) 

 8:30am | St. Charles Church 

 8:00am | St. Charles Church 
 8:30am | St. Mary Church 

 4:30pm | St. Mary Church 
 4:30pm | St. Anne Church 
 5:00pm | St. Michael Church 
 5:30pm | St. John Church 

 7:30am | St. Mary Church 
 8:00am | St. Charles Church 
 8:30am | St. Michael Church 
 9:00am | St. John Church 
 10:00am | St. Mary Church 
 10:00am | St. Charles Church 
 10:30am | St. Michael Church 
 11:30am | St. John Church 
 Noon | St. Charles Church 
 2:00pm | St. Mary Church  (Spanish) 

 5:30pm | Fr. Giancarlo 
† Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Mr. & Mrs. Michael Eby 

  † Michael Kelly by Terry & Karen McLaughlin 
  † Jacqueline Larner by Terry & Karen McLaughlin 
   Special Intention byT erry & Karen McLaughlin 
 

 9:00am | Fr. Alan Zobler 
  † Kathryn Baumeister by Beth Pattie 
  † Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Mr. & Mrs. L. Perna 
  † Signey Michael (92nd birthday) by Family 
  † Janice Sordini by Husband, Daniel Sordini 
  † Mary Sue Terrasi by Bill Terrasi 
 11:30am | Fr. Alan Zobler 
  † Dorothy & Robert Duvall by Darlene Diekman 
  † Valerie Ann Kiley by Michelle Lake 
  † Aurelio Taormina by Bonnie Bellino 
 

 8:15am  No Mass 
 

 8:15am  No Mass 
   

 5:30pm | Fr.  David Burgard 
† Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Mr. & Mrs. L. Perna 

 

 9:00am | Fr. Giancarlo 
  † Rita Beck by Larry & Brenda Montri 
  † Joseph Ciravolo by Joe & Tina Taormina 
  † Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Mr. & Mrs. Ken Brancheau 
  † Sis Iocoangeli by Lillian Williamson 
  † Raymond Reau by Keith & Rosemary Askam 
 11:30am | Fr. Giancarlo 
  † Aurelio Taormina by Bonnie Bellino 
   

 
 

5:30pm 
Rebecca Brooks 
 

9:00am 
Ralph Carducci  
 

11:30am 
Joe & Bridgett Boggs 



Ackerman & Ruman Families 
Bacarella & Venier Families 
Beck & Wehner Families 
Robert & Joan Brennan 
Fred R. Brossia Family 
John & Patricia Burroughs 
Christy Bates Carducci 
Christy & Mary Carducci Family 
Joseph J. Carrabino 
Teresa (Carrabino) Hansen 
Dominic Cicero, Jr. 
Chester & Mildred Clark 
Ann Clark 
Theodore Colucci Family 
Saverio & Mary Costello Family 
Mary Jane Darrow 
Rev. Albert Robert "Bob" 

DeSloover 
Robert A. Dobberstein 
Pat & Vera Drummonds Family 

Robert J. Duffey Family 
Kenneth & Wilma Dusseau Family 
DuVall, Morrin & Cousino Families 
Tom Gerweck 
Marion Hatcher 
Rosemarie Hess-Schindler 
Anna Hess 
Lowell B. & Helen R. Hudson 
Hudson & Gessner Families 
Lauer & Bicking Families 
Gus & Helen Janssens Family 
Jonathon M. Keck 
Thomas K. & Marie C. Keegan 
Julian & David LaRoy 
Jennifer (Martin) Layhew 
Jerry E. Loughridge 
Diane Mack 
Dorian Mantei 
William McIntyre 
Barbara Metz 

Armand & Lena Michelin Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Miller & Family 
Connie S. Niemi 
Vincent J. Palazzolo 
Pancone & Donofrio Family 
Sebastian & Vincenzina Patania 
Pollzzie & Bacarella Family 
Edward J. Roecker 
John A. Scheich 
Joseph Scheich 
Sordini Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Hubert Steffes & Family 
Strauss & Grodi Families 
Gregory Neil Thoma 
Jeffery William Thoma 
Joseph & Evelyn Thoma 
Ron Thomas 
William & Madeline Trawinski 
Harold & Arlene Weaver 
Gerald Windels 

We need our Parish Faith Community to 
help us.  We will be collecting the following 
items in the coming months. We also gladly 
accept monetary donations made out to: St. 
John Food Pantry. 
 

 
We accept non-perishable food at any time.  
Please be sure items are not out of date. 
There are baskets for drop-off in the church 
vestibule or bring to the parish office.  
Thank you for your support! 
 
For further information about Christian Ser-
vice or Food Pantry, 
contact Lillian Williamson at lillianwilliam-
son@att.net or 734-770-7046. 

Our 2021 /2022 Faith formation year 
has begun!  Thank you, Lord! We have 
over 100 of our youngest parishioners 
participating in formation. Registra-
tion is still open. Please feel free to 

offer a personal invitation to any young people to join us.  Our program 
would not be possible without our amazing team!  We are still in need of  
volunteers, specifically catechist assistants, to serve this ministry. The 
role of a catechist assistant is to offer classroom management support to 
the catechist. The assistant will often help work with a child who needs 
extra assistance or help the catechist in a classroom activity. If you feel 
called to serve in this ministry please call the faith formation office at 734
-241-6097.  Please keep our students, catechists, and Catholic school 
teachers in your prayers.  

mailto:lillianwilliamson@att.net
mailto:lillianwilliamson@att.net


Stephen Ministry Parishes equip and 
empower lay caregivers-called Ste-
phen Ministers, to provide high qual-
ity, confidential, Christ centered care 
to people who are hurting.  Stephen 
Ministers are parish members 
trained by Stephen Leaders to offer 
high quality, one to one Christian 
care to people going through tough 
times.  A Stephen Minister usually 
provides care to one person at a 
time, meeting with that person once 
per week for about one hour.  Twice 
a month, Stephen Ministers gather 
with their Stephen Leaders for su-
pervision and continuing education. 
   
 

 Stephen Ministry multiplies bless-
ings throughout the church and 
community. 

 
 
 

 Parishes receive a practical and 
powerful way to respond to 
Christ’s commandment: “Love one 
another as I have loved you” (John 
15:12 RSV) 

 
 
 

 Priests, Deacons, Pastoral Minis-
ters, have a team of gifted, 
trained, and committed lay care-
givers ready to minister to people 
that are hurting. 

 
 
 

 Laypeople nurture and use their 
gifts in meaningful ministry, grow-
ing spiritually as they serve others. 

 
 
 

 Parish members who are hurting 
have a compassionate companion
-a caring Christian friend who pro-
vides emotional and spiritual sup-

Need Greeters for Saturday and Sunday 
Masses for September & October. Greet-

ers need to arrive 45 minutes prior to 
Mass. You do not have to clean after the 

masses. Please contact Lillian Williamson 
to be on the Greeters schedule at 734-
770-7046 or lillianwilliamson@att.net. 

Come and join us for an afternoon of Euchre on, Thursday, October 21 at 
1:00pm in the St. Mary Parish Life Center.  
 

We will change tables tournament style for each new game. $3.00 entry 
for prize money fund, optional. 
 

Our plan is to play on each third Thursday of the month. All are welcome!  
No partner required! 

 
ADULT CONFIRMATION 

Are you an adult who was never Confirmed in the Church as 
a youth?  If so, the Archdiocese of Detroit offers an oppor-
tunity for adult Confirmation twice a year.  One of those op-
portunities is approaching on the Solemnity of Christ the 
King on Sunday, November 21 at 11:00 am at the Blessed Sac-
rament Cathedral in Detroit.  If you are interested or have 
questions, please contact the contact the parish office. The 
deadline for registration is November 1.  

mailto:lillianwilliamson@att.net


The "Journey Through Grief" Prayer and Support Group Meetings 
have resumed. Join us the third Thursday of each month at 6:30 pm 
at St. Anne. If you have lost a loved one, please come join us for pray-
er, support, refreshments and sharing. 

 

While each parish in a 
Family of Parishes will 
remain separate and dis-
tinct, it is our hope that 
the parish councils and 
finance councils within a 
Family will work togeth-
er as a team to advise 
their Moderator or One 
Pastor. For example, this 
could result in Family fi-
nance council meetings 
being held consecutively 
at one location, with a 
common council mem-
bership, to ease the bur-
den on Moderator or 
One Pastor. This would 
look and feel like one 
meeting during which 
each parish’s finances 
are addressed. 



 

 

734-241-6335 

Visit mcesmonroe.com! 

Kyle Kubik, Executive Principal  

Frances Jagielski 
Assistant Principal for Academics  
& Student Affairs 

Karol Applin, St. John Campus 
Assistant Principal  

Melody Setzler, St. Michael Campus 
Assistant Principal  

Amber Scudder, St. Mary Campus 
Assistant Principal 


