
UNITY: ONE CHURCH 
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Saint James Catholic Church 
415 Vincent Street, Redondo Beach CA 90277  v2FEB23 

BACKGROUND: 

Following the murder of George Floyd on May 25, 2020, the California Catholic Conference 
(CCC) of Bishops took up this social issue of racism and formed a Task Force to give laity and 
bishops the opportunity to testimony their stories.  After a year’s time, the bishops determined 
that each diocese should form its own task force.  Archbishop Gomez’s directive led to the first 
meeting of a group of men and women on September 28, 2021.  From that point, a plan of 
action was realized.  From January to June 2022, sessions were held in all 20 Deaneries (small 
geographical divisions of the Diocese, within which parishes are grouped under the area of a 
Dean).  The diversity in each deanery is a convergence of races, nationalities and histories.  The 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles (ADLA) Vicar for Clergy database as of June 2022, 60% of our clergy 
were born in countries outside of the United States. 

FIRST STEP: 

As part of the ADLA action plan, each parish has been asked to participate.  Saint James will be 
taking its first step through reflection, prayer and listening. The goal is to promote growth as 
Christians, an examination of what’s in our own hearts regarding this difficult topic.  You are 
invited to reflect on the concerns of racism, prejudice and discrimination which is a sin.  Jesus, 
during his earthly ministry, taught by words and example, and therefore we will use scriptures 
to help guide us. 

We will be holding two listening sessions. Providing the opportunity to attend one of them. The 
sessions will be held on Tuesday, February 7th and Thursday, February 9th, 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm.  
The theme is Unity, One Church.  This will be our second listening session previously called a 
synod, at Saint James. Last spring, on a different topic in 2022, parishioners were invited to 
attend “For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, and Mission”.  We hope to continue 
this format to promote parishioner engagement and continue to foster a feeling of connection 
within the St. James community. 

Our Christian faith is a journey toward the Father, through the Son, and in the Spirit.  Along the 
way, we walk side-by-side in the Church.  Each listening session will provide participants an 
opportunity to reflect on our journey together in Christ.  This is a listening session and a 
dialogue versus a debate.  

At the heart of this listening session is a belief in divine love for every human being. Unity, One 
Church is a theme that is based on Pope Paul VI Ecumenical letter, Nostra Aetate (“In our 
time”) 1965. 

If you have any questions or are just interested in learning more about the Archdiocesan Task 
Force on Racism, please feel to reach out to Amy Montano at amylion67@gmail.com. 


