
February 27, 2022 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

This week the Church begins the important season of Lent -- an invitation and opportunity to 

grow closer to God through prayer, sacrifice, and works of charity. 

 

BUT -- before we get to Ash Wednesday we have a chance to celebrate one last time on Mardi 

Gras (Fat Tuesday). While not as dramatic as New Orleans or Rio de Janiero, we all can have 

one last party before Lent begins. Enjoy your Mardi Gras on Tuesday this week. Lent, of course, 

begins with Ash Wednesday. Most Christians make an effort to observe Ash Wednesday. But 

it’s not just about the ashes on our foreheads, but also fasting (only one full meal) and 

abstaining (no meat) on Ash Wednesday as well. We also fast on Good Friday, and abstain 

from meat on Fridays of Lent. Our Ash Wednesday Masses will be 6:30 am, 8:30 am, and 7:00 

pm. There will also be Prayer Services at 1:30 (with the school community), and 5:30 pm. 

 

Lent is more than Ash Wednesday, and I ask you to consider being part of some of our other 

Lenten Programs -- Monday evenings (during PREP) Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in 

church 6:30 - 7:30; Tuesdays Exposition all day with Evening Prayer, Reflection, and 

Benediction 7:00 pm; Wednesday confessions 7:30 pm -8:00 pm; Thursday Bishop Robert 

Barron series on Mass with Deacon John Hunter in church 7:00 pm, and Youth Adoration in 

Chapel House 7:00pm - 8:00 pm; and Friday Stations of the Cross in church 7:00 pm. 

 

While these are the parish programs, I invite you to personal prayer and reflection -- daily Mass 

once or twice a week, personal Scripture Reading, rosary, or Stations of the Cross (with our 

newly lighted Stations) or other programs you might find on our website or the internet to 

enhance your Lenten journey. There is also the custom of “giving something up” for Lent that 

you might consider as well. Also, the Sacrament of Reconciliation/confession is recommended 

during Lent. 

 

There are so many ways to make Lent productive for our relationship with God and our spiritual 

growth and strength. Take these 40 days seriously, and Easter will mean a great deal to you. 

 

Be assured of my prayers for each of you during these Lenten days, and please pray for me. 

 

St. Luke, pray for us. 

 

Father Joe Brandt 


