
March 13, 2022 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

As we journey this Second Week of Lent we can each ask ourselves how the Lenten journey 

has gotten started. If we’ve had a slow or weak start, we can renew our resolve to grow in our 

relationship with God and “holiness” beginning with this new week. 

 

This week we will celebrate two important saints in the life of the Church -- Thursday, March 17 

- St. Patrick, and Saturday, March 19 - St. Joseph. Everyone has a little Irish in them on St. 

Patrick’s Day and wears a little green, but we should also have the strength of faith that St. 

Patrick had and shared with those he met, especially as a missionary to Ireland. Enjoy all the St. 

Patrick’s Day activities this week and the Philadelphia St. Patrick’s Day Parade today. St. 

Patrick, pray for us. 

 

Saturday, March 19, is the Solemnity of St. Joseph. This extraordinary man continues to be an 

important model for all followers of Jesus. As husband, father, believer, worker he shows us 

how ordinary men and women can remain close to and keep God in their lives. 

 

In a special way we celebrate the Sisters of St. Joseph, and extend our prayers especially to the 

Sisters in the two houses at our parish, and all the Sisters who have been a part of St. Luke’s, 

or in any way touched our lives. St. Joseph, pray for us. 

 

Regarding the war in Ukraine, many have asked how to help or support relief efforts. 

Throughout the year there are multiple collections for our mission territories in our country and 

for various parts of the world, scheduled by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

One such collection is for Eastern and Central Europe, which is to be scheduled on a weekend 

of Lent. This year the bishops have designated that the money from this collection will go to aid 

Ukraine Relief efforts. At St. Luke’s we will take the collection the weekend of April 2/3. You may 

contribute in the coming weeks, or make an e-giving contribution noting the collection for 

Eastern Europe. 

 

Finally, as we continue to organize our efforts for the Synod I’d like to ask you to do a few 

things. First, mention it or invite others to look into it (family, neighbors, friends -- even non-

catholics) and look at the website, https://archphila.org/synod/. Second, participate yourself and 

encourage others to take the Disciple Maker Index. Third, begin thinking about what in the 

church brings joy and energy to your life? Stay tuned for more in the coming weeks. 

 

Thank you, again, for your presence, support, and love of St. Luke’s Take seriously your Lenten 

journey. Stay close to God, and God will be close to you. 

 

St. Luke, pray for us. 

 

Father Joe Brandt 


