
May 15, 2022  

 

Dear Parishioners,  

 

Yesterday, Saturday, May 14, Archbishop Nelson J. Pérez ordained 6 men as Transitional 

Deacons (the step before becoming ordained as priests, hopefully next year). Among the 

Transitional Deacons is John Okpara, who has been considering St. Luke’s his home for his 

years of study at St. Charles Seminary. Having come from Nigeria in Africa, he will be a Deacon 

and next year a priest for the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.  

As a Deacon he will be assigned for a year to a parish in the Archdiocese. He will be 

permitted to give homilies at Mass, assist at the altar, perform Baptisms, carry out funeral 

services and burials. John’s official functions will be at the 11:30 am Mass this Sunday, which 

will be followed by a reception in Father Fitzpatrick Hall. CONGRATULATIONS, DEACON 

JOHN!  

On Saturday, May 21, Archbishop Pérez will ordain 6 men as new priests for the 

Archdiocese. Please pray for them this week: Andrew Auletta, Sang Woo Chi, Henry Graebe, 

Andrew Lane, Ryan Nguyen, and Roneld Saint Louis. As they begin their priestly ministry may 

God bless and sustain them.  

This is also the time all Archdiocesan priests celebrate our jubilees -- Monsignor Flood 

(and Father Farley) on May 18, myself on May 21, and Father Wackerman on May 16. May we 

all be renewed in our enthusiasm and priestly service. AD MULTOS ANNOS (FOR MANY 

YEARS)!  

Monday evening of this week will be the May celebration and closing of the PREP 

program for the year. I want to thank especially Mrs. Hober as she completes her first year as 

Coordinator of our Parish Religious Education Program for the children attending public schools. 

Parents, I want to thank you as well, for your commitment to the ongoing Religious Education of 

your children. I realize it can be a challenge to get them to classes on Monday evening, so thank 

you for your cooperation and support.  

Already we are half way through the month of May. Enjoy these beautiful days and 

whatever activities you may be involved in. Stay close to God in this beautiful weather. Attend 

Mass on Sunday, even if you are away. Let us continue to pray for each other.  

 

St. Luke, pray for us.  

Father Joe Brandt 


