
Synod on Synodality 
 

Our Holy Father Pope Francis has invited the Catholic Church to embark on a journey together. 

Through listening and discernment rooted in the Holy Spirit, the entire people of God will be called to 

contribute to a process by which the Church deepens in understanding of Her mission and looks toward 

the future. 

 

A Synod, the process by which the Church will begin this important work, is not just a convening of 

Bishops reflecting on a particular topic and advising the Pope. A Synod is a journey of discernment, in 

which the people of God are called to pray and reflect upon the Holy Spirit’s will for the Church. 

Through our listening and our sharing, we will seek to understand what the Holy Spirit’s will is for the 

topic being discussed – and thus, for the Church. For the 2023 Ordinary Synod of Bishops, that topic is 

synodality. Simply put, synodality is discerning how the Spirit is moving through and with the Body of 

Christ, so that we may continue to fulfill our mission to evangelize in the world. 

 

Beginning October 2021, the synodal process will involve dioceses around the world in a phase of 

listening that “will integrate the Synodal Process into the life of the local Church in creative ways that 

promote and deepen communion, fuller participation, and a more fruitful mission.” This diocesan phase 

will allow parishes, dioceses, and episcopal conferences to live out our synodal journey together, and to 

infuse this process into the life of their communities. 

 

Our parishes will begin this process with small group (6 people) listening sessions of 60- 75 minutes, 

starting February 6 and continuing through the month. Signups will take place in person at all Masses 

beginning Jan. 29-30. Each person will have the opportunity to participate in one session for this 

initial phase, either in-person or virtually. Your participation is valued and encouraged in this 

Synod. Those who are unable to participate in a small group session will be able to submit written 

answers to the reflection questions either online or on paper to the parish. All responses will help the 

parishes as they decide how to proceed on the journey toward synodality and enable you to participate 

in the worldwide Synod. Responses can also be submitted to the diocese of Steubenville or the United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops at their websites. 

 

All materials will be submitted anonymously to the Diocese by March 2. The Diocesan leadership team 

will submit a 10 page summary to the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, which will draft a 

synthesis that will be sent to Rome. A first draft of the worldwide Synod documents will be prepared 

there. 

  

We welcome responses from all baptized Catholics whether they regularly attend Mass or not. 

Responses from those who consider themselves on the margins of the Church or society are also 

welcome. Your help inviting those you know who share these circumstances is welcome and 

encouraged. 

 

The facilitated small group sessions will consist of a time to briefly share your faith experiences on the 

theme of journeying together and your insights on your experiences and to listen to others do the same. 

This will be followed by a time to reflect on what you heard in the sharing session, and a chance to 

discern how the Holy Spirit might be guiding us in our faith journeys together. 

 

Preparation for the session could include prayers to the Holy Spirit and Scripture reflections which 

inspire our journey of building a synodal Church. The first Scriptural image is Jesus, the crowd and the 

Apostles on the journey of evangelization. All three actors are necessary for the journey to be 



successful. Mt.15:21-28, Jn. 9.  A second image is the story of Peter and Cornelius and their experience 

of the Holy Spirit in Acts 10 and 11. 

  

Another form of preparation is your response to the following fundamental questions: A synodal 

Church, in announcing the Gospel,” journeys together.” How is this “journeying together” 

happening today in our parishes? What steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in 

our “journeying together”? 
 

We invite all parishioners to recall their experiences at our churches as they reflect on 

“journeying together”. How did you find your way here? What joys did your experience bring? 

What difficulties and obstacles did you encounter? What wounds did they reveal? What healing 

did you experience? What insights have they elicited?  Where in these experiences does the Holy 

Spirit resound? 

 

The following themes and accompanying questions might prove useful to you as you reflect on our 

Synodal journey. 

 

Companions on the Journey 

In the Church and in society we are side by side on the same road. In our church, who are those who 

“walk together”?  What makes me feel welcome or unwelcome? Do I welcome others? What groups or 

individuals are left on the margins? 

 

Listening is the first step but it requires an open mind and heart, without prejudice. What facilitates or 

inhibits our listening? How is God speaking to us through voices we sometimes ignore? How are the 

laity listened to?  What space is there for the voice of people who experience poverty, marginalization, 

or social exclusion? 

 

Speaking Out 

All are invited to speak with courage and in freedom, truth, and charity. What enables or hinders 

speaking up courageously, candidly, and responsibly in our Church and in society? 

 

Celebration 

“Walking together” is only possible if it is based on communal listening to the Word and the 

celebration of the Eucharist. How do prayer and liturgical celebrations actually inspire and guide our 

common life and  mission in our community? 

 

Sharing Responsibility for our Common Mission 

Synodality is at the service of the mission of the Church, in which all members are called to participate. 

What hinders the baptized from being active in mission? What areas of mission are we neglecting? 

How does the community support its members who serve society in various ways(social and political 

involvement, scientific research, education ,promoting social justice, protecting human rights, caring 

for the environment, etc.)? 

 

Forming Ourselves in Synodality 

Synodality entails receptivity to change, formation, and on-going learning. How does our church 

community form people to be more capable of “walking together”, listening to one another, 

participating in mission, and engaging in dialogue?  

 


