September 10, 2023

Rev. Gary T. Pacitti, M.Div., Pastor

basilpastor1965@gmail.com
610-628-2341
Rev. Mr. Mark Nowakowski, M.A., Permanent Deacon

THE GR

"You shall love your neighbor as yourself."
Love does no evil to the neighbor;
hence, love is the fulfillment of the law.

Mass Schedule:

Saturday: 4:00 pm - Confessions
5:00 pm
Sunday: 8:30 am
11:00 am
Daily (M-F): 8:45 am
Holy Days: 7:00 pm - Vigil
8:45 am
7:00 pm
All Masses are open to the public.
Daily Masses are also live-streamed on
the parish Facebook page.

Weekly Offering:

Week of Aug. 29 - Sept. 4, 2023:

Weekly Online: 4,438.00
Weekly Mail & Mass: 11,266.00
Weekly Total: 15,704.00
Budget: 14,439.00
Variance: 1,265.00

The Weekly Offering amount includes
only: regular collections at Mass,
online and mail donations to be
retained by the parish, and Building &
Maintenance donations. Christmas
and Easter collections will be reported
separately. Other parish income is not
included above.

Thank you for your faithful
support of our parish!

St. Basil the Great — 23rd Sunday in
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God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.

The Pastor’s Corner:

Dear Parishioners and Friends:

This week'’s readings describe our obligations and responsibilities to one
another when we witness or experience sin committed by another
member of the community. In the examples we are given, the sinner
doesn’t immediately repent but remains steadfast in their sinful position.
It was a problem for the faith community then and remains one for our
faith community now. The proper way to confront people's sinful
behavior is hotly contested today, especially in the trenches of the
culture wars. Some believe that sins (usually those of a particular nature)
must be stridently identified and called out. Others believe it is not their
place to say anything at all. The readings this week show that both of
these approaches are not in line with what God asks of us.

God asks us to follow his law and his law is to love. In the 2nd reading,
Paul tells us, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself. Love does no evil
to the neighbor; hence, love is the fulfillment of the law.” Quite simply, it
is not loving to allow someone to persist in sinful behavior without taking
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Parish Programs:

Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament - Tuesdays following the
8:45 am Daily Mass until 4 pm

Scripture Study - Meets Thursdays at
7 pm in the Parish Life Center.

Men'’s Gospel Reflection Group -
Meets Thursdays at 7 pm in the Parish
Life Center.

Spiritual Book Club - Meets the 2nd
Tuesday of every month at 9:30 am
via Zoom.

Parents of Special Needs Children -
Meets the 3rd Tuesday of every
month at 9:30 am via Zoom.

Order of Christian Initiation of
Adults - For those thinking about
becoming Catholic.

Discovery Discipleship Faith Study
- Rediscover your faith and a
personal relationship with God.

Programs are for parishioners who
are 18 years old or older. Contact the
parish for details and to register.

Parish Groups &
Ministries:

Please see our website for details.

Please pray for:

A complete parish prayer list is on
our website.

Rest in Peace: Katherine Wood, Eric
Ruth, Rina Ward, and all of our faithful
departed.

To Add People to Parish Prayer List:
Please contact the parish to add
loved ones in need of special prayers
to our prayer list and to remove them
once they are no longer in need of
such prayers. Thank you for praying
for those in our parish who need
special prayers.

Interested in Joining
Our Parish?

We would love that! Please see our
website for instructions or call the
Parish at 610-933-2110. If you have
been coming regularly and haven't
yet, please register so we can
communicate better with you!

September 10, 2023

some action. In the Gospel, Jesus even gives us an almost legalistic
process to undergo to accomplish this. Jesus wants his church to call
sinners to repentance. However, Jesus wants us to do so the right way -
with love and concern, with respect and fairness. He wants us to love, not
judge, and to treat others as we would want to be treated. After all, each
and every one of us is a sinner, so we will both confront and be confronted.
While someone who persists in sinful behavior might place themselves
outside the church by their choices, the readings make clear that they are
there because of their choices, not ours. In such instances, Jesus
commands us to treat them like Gentiles and tax collectors. How did Jesus
treat Gentiles and tax collectors? He loved them, dined with them, healed
them, and died to save them and we are to do the same. We are to love
sinners and to always provide a way back when they are ready. After all,
don't we want the same and doesn’t Christ do that for us?

May we pray for the grace this week to accept reproach for our sins and to
help lead others from theirs in the way Christ commands us. May we treat
others who stumble the way we want to be treated when we do. May we
love and help others as we accept their love and help since in the end, we
are all just walking each other home.

Fr. Gary

Mass Intentions:
Sunday, September 10, 2023
Vigil — Deceased Members of the Baranoski & Lascoskie Families
(Baranoski Children)

8:30 am — Robert Phillips, Sr. (Jean Phillips)
11:00 am — People of St. Basil the Great
Monday, September 11, 2023

8:45 am — Steve Cannuli (Mary Ann Burcin)
Tuesday, September 12, 2023

8:45 am — Kenneth Drugatz (James King)
Wednesday, September 13, 2023

8:45 am — Dorothy M. Price, 1st Anniv. (The Price Family)
Thursday, September 14, 2023

8:45 am — Beatrice Savulis (M/M Robert Shemonsky)
Friday, September 15, 2023

8:45 am — Agnes Force (Her Family)
Saturday, September 16, 2023

5:00 pm — Jake Lynch (Wendy & Tom Higgins)
Next Sunday, September 17, 2023

8:30 am — Veronica Quillin (M/M Kirk Coats)
11:00 am — People of St. Basil the Great

Capital Campaign:

We can't say "thank you" enough. Your support has
brought us even closer to our goal. We still have
further to go so if you haven't contributed yet, please
consider doing so. Please join us after all Masses
this weekend for fellowship and refreshments!
Members of our Capital Campaign committee will be
available to answer any capital campaign questions
you might have. We hope to see you there!

SCAN ME
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St. Basil the Great
Around the Parish

PREP Starts Soon! 2023 Mass Intentions:
If you haven't already, please register now! * There are a few 2023 Masses still available!
Registration materials are on the PREP page of * Please see our website for instructions on how to
www.stbasils.org. PREP classes begin on obtain one.
September 17, 2023. Walk-ins must see the DRE ¢ If you have reached your 6 Mass limit, Fr. Gary is
prior to being allowed to join their class. Please allowing you, while supplies last, to buy an
contact Jim King at 610-933-2110 or additional 3 Masses, no more than 1 of which can
jimkingdre@gmail.com with any questions! Thank be a weekend Mass.
you for choosing to educate your child/ren in our ¢ The 2024 Mass Book is not open yet. It will open
faith! in mid-October.

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

: Special Collections:

Our thanks to all who donate to the many special collections we have. As a reminder, checks for
donations to such collections should be made out to “St. Basil the Great Parish” unless otherwise
specified. Thank you so much for your help with this and for your generosity!

Interested in becoming
Catholic...

or know anyone who is? Please contact
Deacon Mark for information about our class
which meets weekly beginning in September
and running through May.

Discovery Discipleship Faith Study:

Experience your faith in a new and exciting way by participating in the Discovery Discipleship Faith Study.
Small groups are forming for men's and women's faith studies starting the week of September 17, 2023.
The six (6) one hour sessions will be held at St. Basil the Great (meeting room to be announced). Learn
simple but powerful tools to help you share your faith with others. Parishioners will be available after all
Masses on the weekends prior to September 17, 2023 to answer questions and help you with registration
forms. Open to 18 years old or older only. For more information, contact Jim King, DRE at
jimkingdre@gmail.com or 610-933-2110.
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