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Bulletin Sponsor of the Week  

Redmond Funeral Home 
To view their full advertisement, see the back page of 

the bulletin.  And please,  remember to patronize 
Redmond Funeral Home 

Week of May 21-27, 2023 
 

Side Altar candle intentions 
Blessed Virgin Mary: Tim & Janice Kistka (43rd anniv.) 

St. Joseph: † Felix Kistka 

Mass Schedule and Intentions 
 
Saturday,  May 20—First Communion 
4:30p.m.  Michele Nemedi, req. Family 
 
Sunday,  May 21 
8:30a.m. † Shawn Gifford, 
   req. Edward & Malinda Frybarger 
     
10:30a.m. For the people of the parish 
 
1:00p.m. La Primera Comunión 
 † Camellia Hernandez, 
   req Diovianieio Hernandez 
 
Monday,  May 22 
8:30 a.m. † Howard “Skip” Harder,  
   req. Tim & Janice Kistka 
 
Tuesday,  May 23 
6:00 p.m † Faustino Mediola Hernandez, req. Family 
 
Wednesday,  May 24 
8:30 a.m.     For the people of the parish 
 
Thursday,  May 25 
8:30 a.m.  † Mel Ciesa, req. Victor & Barbara Ceru 
11:00 a.m. Mass at Heritage Nursing Home 
  
Friday,  May 26 
8:30 a.m. † Howard “Skip” Harder,  
   req. Tim & Janice Kistka 
   
Saturday,  May 27 
4:30p.m.  † Melvin & † Lucyann (Kress) Ciesa,  
   req. Victor & Barbara Ceru 
 
Sunday,  May 28 
8:30a.m. For the people of the parish 
 
10:30a.m. † Shawn Gifford, 
   req. Edward & Malinda Frybarger 
     
1:00p.m. La Primera Comunión 
 † Camellia Hernandez, 
   req Diovianieio Hernandez 

Message from Fr. Jeff  
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

 

As we celebrate the Ascension, 
we are reminded how the Lord will send His 
Spirit upon us and on the Church. This is im-
portant for all of us to remember for our faith. 
We hear the readings about the Apostles and 
how they watched Jesus ascend into Heaven. 
They wondered what to do.  

The angels appeared to them and reminded 
them that they would not be left alone in their 
need. 

This feast of the Ascension also reminds us 
here in the Diocese of Kalamazoo that we will 
soon conclude this special Year of Priestly Spir-
itual Renewal and Prayer for Vocations. All our 
priests spent this last week at St. Paul of the 
Cross Retreat House in Detroit with Bishop 
Bradley and our retreat director Fr. Larry Herre-
ra, S.J. Fr. Larry was a spiritual director at the 
seminary I attended in Rome; he focused his 
conferences on leading us deeper in Ignatian 
Spirituality. It was a wonderful opportunity for 
us priests to spend some intentional time in 
prayer, priestly fraternity, and sharing of how 
the Holy Spirit has helped us, our people, our 
parishes, and our Diocese over these past 
many years. Let us continue to prepare our-
selves for the celebration of   

Pentecost next weekend and see the blessings 
that we have each received in our life of faith. 

This weekend, we celebrate two of our three 
Masses for our First Communion students. 
They will join us at both the 4:30pm Mass on 
Saturday evening and the 1:00pm Mass on 
Sunday afternoon. 

There will be one more Mass of First Holy Com-
munions next week at the 1:00pm Mass. 

Congratulations to each of our First Commun-
ion students! Please keep them in your prayers. 

 

Thanks for reading! 

 

   Fr. Jeff  
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Activities in our parish 
Sunday, May 21 

9:35  - 10:25 a.m.  Bible Study  

11:45 - 12:45 p.m. Religion Classes / Catequesis 

   Escuela de Padres 
 

Monday, May 22 

3:00 p.m.  Praying the Rosary 

   Rezando el Rosario (Ing) 

7:00 p.m.  Praying with Scripture 

   Religious Education class 

   Liturgy/Worship Committee 
 

Tuesday, May 23 

4-6:00 p.m.   Adoración 

7:00 p.m.  Pastoral Council  
 

Wednesday, May 24 

10:00 a.m.   Senior Exercise Class 

7:00 p.m.  RCIA-Deacon John 
 

Thursday, May 25 

6:00 p.m.  Narcotics Anonymous 

6:00 p.m.  Children’s Choir practice 

6:30 p.m.  Adult Choir practice 
 

Friday, May 26 

6:00 p.m.  RCIA  Spanish  
 

Saturday, May 27 

7:30 a.m.    Men’s Fellowship  
 

Sunday, May 28 

9:35  - 10:25 a.m.  Bible Study  

11:45 - 12:45 p.m. Religion Classes / Catequesis 

   Escuela de Padres 

Scripture Readings 
For Week of May 21, 2023 

 

Sunday, May 21: Acts 11; Eph 1:17-23; Mt 28:16-20 

Monday, May 22: Acts 19:1-8; Jn 16:29-33 

Tuesday, May 23: Acts 20:17-27; Jn 17:1-11a 

Wednesday, May 24:  Acts 20:28-38; Jn 17:11b-19 

Thursday, May 25: Acts 22:30,23:7-11; Jn 17-20-26 

Friday, May 26: Acts 25:13b-21; Jn 21:15-19 

Saturday, May 27: Acts 28:16-20,30-31; Jn 21:2025 

Mensaje del  Padre Jeff 

 

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en 
Cristo: 

Mientras celebramos la Ascensión, se nos recuerda 
cómo el Señor enviará Su Espíritu sobre nosotros y 
sobre la Iglesia. Esto es importante para todos no-
sotros para recordar por nuestra fe. Escuchamos 
las lecturas sobre los Apóstoles y cómo vieron a Je-
sús ascender al Cielo. Se preguntaron qué hacer. 

Los ángeles se les aparecieron y les recordaron 
que no los dejarían solos en su necesidad. 

Esta fiesta de la Ascensión también nos recuerda 
aquí en la Diócesis de Kalamazoo que pronto con-
cluiremos este Año especial de Renovación Espiri-
tual Sacerdotal y Oración por las Vocaciones. Todos 
nuestros sacerdotes pasaron esta última semana 
en la Casa de Retiros St. Paul of the Cross en De-
troit con el Obispo Bradley y nuestro director de reti-
ros, el Padre. Larry Herrera, SJ Padre Larry era di-
rector espiritual en el seminario al que asistí en Ro-
ma; enfocó sus conferencias en llevarnos más pro-
fundamente en la Espiritualidad Ignaciana. Fue una 
maravillosa oportunidad para nosotros, los sacerdo-
tes, de pasar un tiempo intencional en oración, fra-
ternidad sacerdotal y compartir cómo el Espíritu 
Santo nos ha ayudado a nosotros, a nuestra gente, 
a nuestras parroquias y a nuestra Diócesis durante 
estos últimos años. Sigamos preparándonos para la 
celebración de Pentecostés el próximo fin de sema-
na y veamos las bendiciones que cada uno hemos 
recibido en nuestra vida de fe. 

Este fin de semana celebramos dos de nuestras 
tres Misas para nuestros alumnos de Primera Co-
munión. Se unirán a nosotros tanto en la misa de 
las 4:30 p. m. el sábado por la noche como en la 
misa de la 1:00 p. m. el domingo por la tarde. 

Habrá una Misa más de Primeras Comuniones la 
próxima semana en la Misa de la 1:00 pm. 

¡Felicidades a cada uno de nuestros alumnos de 
Primera Comunión! Por favor manténgalos en sus 
oraciones. 

¡Gracias por leer! 

   Fr. Jeff  

Online Giving: If you would like to set 

up an account for online giving, visit our 
website and select online giving from the 
drop down menu on top of the page, or call 1
-800-348-2886 ex 2 for help, or questions.  
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Douglas Bailey 
Bradford M. Baldwin  

Tony Baldwin  
Karen Barnes 
Naïve Boyce 
Bill & Jane   

Jaciel Castro Gonzalez 
Luz  Elena Chavez E. 

Manuel Cordoba 
Harold Cronk 
Pat De Anda 

Marlene Estrada 
Regina Sanchez Franco 

Carmen Frybarger  
María Guadalupe 
Kathy “Grantham 

Josie Gutiérrez 
Amy Harrington 
Tim Harrington 
Mary Hiscock 
Shaid Juarico 
Gerald Kistka 

Annie Lang 
Kevin Luckas 

Michelle Luckas 
Rosa Hilda Maldonado 
Mara & Kevin McHugh 

Juana Mendiola Hernández 
Trina 

Andrew J. Pineda 
Jeannette Pushell 

Maria Ramsey 
Roxann Reisterer  

Liz S. 
Ricky Sanchez 

Victor Sanchez Montes 
Lun Schrepper 

Howard Simmons 
Michael VanArkel 

Yareli Velázquez Mtnez. 
Melanie Wiedmayer 
Gwen Woroniecki 

Terry Wycoff 
Francisca Zepeda 

Prayers For The Sick 

Alan Marlow 

Mary Mero 

R. Patrick Norris 

Emma Reist 

Brianna Gaikwad 

José Gonzales 

Nanette Keiser 

Irasema Martínez 

Laura Thomas 

Ann Trevino 

Michele Buchmann 

Timothy Daleiden 

Gerald Engman 

Brandon Hazard 

Joseph LaPonsie 

Francisco Lion-García 

William Martin 

Michael Soule 

Michelle Hernández 

Neyda Isidoro Martínez 

Dawn Medine 

Tyler Brand 

Cassandra Hernández 

Cristián Jaimes 

Tonya Pelletier 

Debby Rao 

Gina Richards 

Ismael Romero-Morales 

Stephanie Thompson 

Jared Tule 

Roció Ventura-Amates 

Gerianne Baker 

Gabrielle Brancheau 

Gerardo Castro 

Kevin García-Hernández 

Adrián Martínez 

Samantha Hanley 

José Olmos-Méndez 

Irene Quiroga 

Rachel Smith 

Caleb Woodward 

 

Happy Birthday!!!        

¡Feliz Cumpleaños! 

Our Gifts for God  
   Week of May  14, 2023  

Sunday Collection  ...................................  ............. $4,730.00 
Online Collection  ....................................  ............. $1,535.00 
Loose Cash ...............................................  ............. $1,168.70 
Holy Days .................................................  .................... $5.00 
Visitors .....................................................  .................. $10.00 
Total Offertory ........................................  ............. $7,448.70 
Weekly Need ...........................................  ............. $9,230.00 
Shortage… ................................................  ............. $1,781.30 
Income not included in weekly needs: 
Miscellaneous… ........................................................ $108.78 
Food Pantry ................................................................ $10.00 
Catholic Relief Services ............................................... $10.00 
Other (rent, memorials, religious ed tuition) ........ $2,700.00 
 

Thank you for your continued support to our parish.    

God Bless You! 

We now have a 

PaperGator  
We can recycle paper, and will earn a penny a 

pound for the following products: 

 Newspaper, catalogs and magazines 

 Phone books, hard and soft cover books 

 School/office paper 

 Shredded paper 

 Paperboard (cereal box types) 

 Corrugated cardboard 12”x12” or smaller 

 

Unacceptable:  plastic, metal, garbage, frozen food 

boxes, cardboard larger than 12”x12” 

 

Do you ever think of God “commissioning” Adam and 

Eve to care for the world He made for them?  As 

children of Adam and Eve, AND God, it is our re-

sponsibility, too, to care for our environment.  

 

This is one small way to help with this “commission”.  

You are invited to bring your paper products to the 

PaperGator in the southwest corner of our parking 

lot, next to the Bennett Building. 

 

In this small way, you can help care for 

our planet. If we each do a little, togeth-

er we can do a LOT! 



Ascension of Our Lord      Page 5                May 21, 2023 

 

Migrant Ministry.  
We are looking for jeans, shirts, tennis shoes, 
sheets, blankets, towels, cookware, dishes and 
glasses. 
 

Please place these items in the large grey bin at 
the back of the church. All items will be given 
out, free of charge, at the Aleman Center in 
Hartford.  
 

Remember, without the migrants, we would 
have no fresh fruits and vegetables. 
 

Many thanks for your Christian faith in action. 

Ministerio Migrante.  
Buscamos jeans, playeras, tenis, sábanas, 
frazadas, toallas, utensilios de cocina, platos y 
vasos. 
 

Coloque estos artículos en el contenedor gris 
grande en la parte posterior de la iglesia. Todos 
los artículos se entregarán, sin cargo, en el 
Aleman Center en Hartford. 
 

Recuerde, sin los migrantes, no tendríamos frutas 
y verduras frescas. 
 

Muchas gracias por su fe cristiana en acción. 

 
The 2023 Bishop's Annual Appeal continues.  To 

date, nearly $28,000.00 has been pledged by 50 

families towards our goal of $87,150,00.  Please 

consider your gift today and remember that no gift 

is too small or too large.  Pledges can be spread 

out over ten months with no monies due at the 

time of the pledge.  Pledges can be made month-

ly, quarterly, semi- annually, annually and 

online.  The goal can be met with everyone's par-

ticipation.  Please prayerfully discern what you 

may give to make this year's appeal a suc-

cess.  What a wonderful going away gift it would 

be to Father Antony and a welcome gift to our new 

priest if our goal was met by June 30, 2023. 

 

La Campaña Anual del Obispo de 2023 continúa. 
Hasta la fecha, casi $28,000.00 han sido prometi-
dos por 50 familias hacia nuestra meta de 
$87,150,00. Considere su regalo hoy y recuerde 
que ningún regalo es demasiado pequeño o de-
masiado grande. Las promesas se pueden repartir 
a lo largo de diez meses sin que se adeude dinero 
en el momento de la promesa. Las promesas se 
pueden hacer mensualmente, trimestralmente, 
semestralmente, anualmente y en línea. El objeti-
vo se puede cumplir con la participación de todos. 
Por favor, discierna en oración lo que puede dar 
para que la campaña de este año sea un éxito. 
Qué maravilloso regalo de despedida sería para el 
Padre Antony y un regalo de bienvenida para 
nuestro nuevo sacerdote si nuestra meta se cum-
pliera antes del 30 de junio de 2023. 

MEMORIAL DAY at  
MT. OLIVET CEMETERY 

 
Come join us on Monday, May 
29th at 10:00am for Mass at 
the Mausoleum at Mt. Olivet 
Cemetery in Kalamazoo, fol-
lowed by a procession and mili-
tary remembrance.  
 
Latin Mass will be offered at 
8:00am.  

Mark your  

calendar! 

Music at St. 
Joe's Con-
cert! Join 
us Satur-
day, June 3rd at 2pm for a 
wonderful concert featuring our 
English Choir, Spanish Choir, 
and Children's Choir. See you 
then! 

¡Marca tu  

calendario! 

¡Música en el 
Concierto de 
St. Joe! Úna-
se a nosotros 

el sábado 3 de junio a las 2 pm 
para un maravilloso concierto 
con nuestro Coro en inglés, 
Coro en español y Coro de ni-
ños. ¡Hasta entonces! 
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  St. Joseph Staff  
 

Office Hours:                                Monday-Friday 8:00-4:00 

Phone:    269 343-6256 

email:     office.stjoekal@gmail.com 

 

Pastor    Fr. Antony Rajesh 

antony.stjoekal@gmail.com             269 201-8003 

 

Parochial Vicar   Fr.  Jeff Hanley 

jhanley@diokzoo.org                       (269) 343-6256   

 

Deacon    Deacon John Ryder 

john.ryder.215@gmail.com (269) 270-5885 

 

Deacon    Deacon Timothy Kistka 

dcn.timkistka@gmail.com  (517) 617-6513 

 

Pastoral Associate   

 

Parish Secretary   Alicia Acevedo 

    office.stjoekal@gmail.com  

 

Virtus Coordinator   Pat Dent, 269 343-6256 

 

Bulletin Editor           Lynn North,  

Lynn.stjoekal@gmail.com  269 343-6256 

 

Director of Music and Liturgy Sara Emerson McGarvey 

    music.stjoekal@gmail.com 

 

Dir. Of Religious Education Luza Mastache 

religiouseducation.stjoekal@gmail.com 269 343-6256 

 

Youth Ministry Director   Luza Mastache 

religiouseducation.stjoekal@gmail.com 269 343-6256 

 

Maintenance & Groundskeeper Bryan Chandler 

maint.stjoekal@gmail.com 269 343-6256 

 

Bookkeeper   Dan Carl 

bookkeeper936.stjoekal@gmail.com   269 343-6256 

 LECTORS & SERVERS SCHEDULE 

St. Joseph Food Pantry is open M,T,W, from 11:30-1:30 
pm, serveing families referred to us by Loaves & Fishes 
as well as walk-in clients from the neighborhood. 

THANK YOU to all for helping us provide this ministry to 
our neighbors in need! Even with limited hours, we 
serve an average of 12 families a week. Most clients are 
employed but at minimum wage jobs, or are retired 
and on fixed incomes that don’t stretch far enough. 
Your donations of money, food, and paper products 
help fill their bags with needed items. Thank you for 
your continuing generosity. You are in our prayers. 

MASS TIME PRESCHOOL BOOKS 
 
We now have two baskets in the back 
of church for families with preschool-
ers.  When families come to Mass pre-
school books may be picked from ei-
ther the Spanish or the English basket.    
 
Please return the books to the bas-
kets as you leave church for the next 
group of children.  

LIBROS PARA PREESCOLAR TIEMPO DE MISA 
 
Ahora tenemos dos canastas en la parte trasera de la 
iglesia para familias con niños en edad preescolar. 
Cuando las familias vienen a misa, los libros 
preescolares se pueden elegir de la canasta en 
español o en inglés.  
 
Devuelva los libros a las canastas cuando salga 
de la iglesia para el próximo grupo de niños. 

Mass/Date Server Lector 

May 20, 4:30 Anne Fish Kathy Nederhoeh 

May 21, 8:30 Nathan Buchmann Dave Barry 

May 21, 10:30 Stephanie  
Thompson 

Mary Kay Allbee 
Mickey Sykes 

May 27, 4:30 Darlene Smith Mary Lou 
Fleckenstein 

May 28, 8:30 Tony Thomas Pat Curtis 

May 28, 10:30 Ed Solis Sharon Anderson-
Western 

 Attn: Harding’s shoppers!   

If so, you can sign up to have St. 

Joseph Church benefit from your 

purchases.  Stop at the customer 

service desk and sign up for a per-

centage of your purchases to be 

donated to ‘St. Joseph’s.  I’ve been doing this for years.  It 

isn’t a lot, but each month the parish gets a few dollars 

from Harding’s for my shopping there.  Think of 100 

households did this, or 200!  What an easy way to in-

crease your offering to the parish! 
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Mass and Contact Information 

Council chairpersons 
Parish Council   Scott Morris, 269-251-7965 
Finance Council Paul Okuniewski, 269-873-1062 
Liturgy commission  Randy dennis, 269-312-7165 
 
Ministries of the Parish 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

           FACEBOOK & WEBSITE  

                  stjosephkalamazoo.org  

Would you like to join  Our Parish? 
If you would like to enroll, change your address, or simply have ques-

tions about our parish, please fill out the form below and drop it in the 

collection  

basket or mail it to the Church office:  

   936 Lake St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001  

                    Name_________________________________________ 

                      Address________________________________________ 

                      City/Zip________________________________________ 

                      Phone_________________________________________ 

O    I would like to enroll as an active member. 

O    Please change my address to the one shown above. 

O    I would like to learn more about school/parish activities. 

O    I would like to learn more about the Catholic faith. 

O    I would like to offer the name of a homebound or ill Catholic who is 

not currently being visited:_________________________. 

O    I would like to speak with a priest about a vocation to the priesthood 

or religious life. 

LANGUAGE FOR REPORTING SEXUAL MISCONDUCT: 

The Diocese of Kalamazoo has and will continue to 
cooperate with the Michigan Attorney General’s in-
vestigation and encourages anyone with information 
related to misconduct to call the reporting number set
-up by the Michigan Attorney General’s office at: 
(844) 324-3374 

Joy-filled Marriage retreats announce 2023 dates. 
Planning to get married in 2023? A marriage for-
mation weekend for engaged couples, The Joy-
Filled Marriage, is a comprehensive marriage prepa-
ration program rooted in virtues as well as Theology 
of the Body. The program incorporates rich Catholic 
theology with sound psychology. 2023 Dates: JUNE 
10-11 (in Spanish) SEPTEMBER 16-17 (English).  

To register, visit diokzoo.org/ marriage-preparation. 

“STELLAR: Shine Jesus’ Light 

Vacation Bible School at St. Catherine of Siena 

July 17-21, 9:00 a.m. to noon  - - - Pre-K to 5th grade  

$25/child or $40/family (scholarships available). 

VBS day camp allows kids to learn about the Bible through 
songs, games, activities and lessons.  Launch kids on a 
cosmic quest, shing Jesus’ light on the world. 
 

Registration closes May 31.  

Visit the website (stcatherinesiena.org/vbs) for 

more information. 

http://diokzoo.org/%0Dmarriage-preparation

