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Week of September 24, 2023 
 

Side Altar Vigil candle intentions 
 

Blessed Virgin Mary: Susan Pabreza 
St. Joseph: Bob Pabreza 

Mass Schedule and Intentions 
 

Saturday,  September 23- 
4:30p.m.  † Les Cole, req Family 
 

Sunday,  September 24 
8:30a.m. † Eugene Comiskey, req Joe Comiskey 
10:30a.m. † Lois Stermer, req Mary Mero 
1:00p.m. † Ghyovahana Ortiz,   
         req Cirenia y Salvador (madre y padre) 
 

Monday,  September 25 
8:30 a.m. For the people of the parish 
 

Tuesday,  September 26 
4-6:00 p.m. Adoración 
6:00 p.m. Para los gente de la parroquia 
 

Wednesday,  September 27 
8:30 a.m.     † Reece Platts, req Tracy Buck 
 

Thursday,  September 28 
8:30 a.m.  No Mass 
  

Friday,  September 29 
8:30 a.m. † Easton Johnson, req Tracy Buck 
11:00 a.m. Mass at Heritage Nursing Home 
 

Saturday,  September 30- 
4:30p.m.  † Elaine Cole, req Family 
 

Sunday,  October 1 
8:30a.m. † Bill & † Sally Barnes, req Bill Barnes Jr. 
10:30a.m. Grandchildren of Janet Germain,  
   req Janet Germain 
1:00p.m. Para los gente de la parroquia 

 

 

From the desk 
 of Fr. Leo 

 

We welcome YOU, Fr. Leo, into 

this parish.  God bless you as our 

new spiritual advisor. 

 Interview by Dee Axe, parishioner 

 

I was born in Columbia on April 18, 1957. My parents 
were Leonidas and Elisa Cartagena.  I have two broth-
ers (Herman and German) and a sister (Cecilia).  Our 
family led a very simple life.  

Growing up I was the closed to my oldest brother Her-
man.  When I was 18, I was studying to be a teacher. It 
was during that time I thought about becoming a priest.  
I decided very quickly that I was being called to the 
priesthood. 

I was a monk and worked with the missions in the 
mountains.  I taught at the universities and high school.  
Ordination into the priesthood was in Columbia on Sep-
tember 8, 1985, when I was 28 years old. 

A time went on, I was appointed General Vicar in Co-
lumbia. 

Coming to the United States, I served several parishes: 

• St. Joseph, Battle Creek 

• Immaculate Conception in Hartford 

• St. Anthony in Buchanan and St. Gabriel in Ber-
rien Springs 

In my spare time I enjoy reading, writing, some sports, 
listening to music, and cooking.  I usually cook for my-
self. Eating healthy is important to me, and organic food 
is better for you. 

I became a citizen of the United States and incardinated 
into this diocese in 2020 during COVID.  I had asked 
Bishop Lewis of Columbia to release me, and Bishop 
Bradley to accept me.  Incardinated means I am now 
officially in the diocese of Kalamazoo. 

Bulletin Sponsor of the Week  

Up Right Inc. 

To view their full advertisement,  
see the back page of the bulletin.   

And please, remember to patronize 
Up Right Inc. 

If you would like to have a candle lit for your prayer inten-
tion, please let the office know your name, which altar 
you request, and your prayer intention.  The candle will 
remain lit for 7 days. Suggested donation $5. 

Si desea tener una vela encendida para su intención de 
oración, informe a la oficina su nombre, qué altar solicita 
y su intención de oración. La vela permanecerá 
encendida durante 7 días. Donación sugerida $5. 

 

Per Bishop Lohse's call for us to 
serve each other, the Liturgy 
Commission is eager to welcome 
any who would like to serve on 
the Commission to plan and co-
ordinate the celebrations and dec-
orating of the Church.  Contact 
Randy Dennis at  
randy.dennis1948@gmail.com 

Según el llamando del obispo 
Lohse para que nos sirvamos unos 
a otros, la Comisión de Liturgia 
está ansiosa por dar la bienvenida 
a cualquiera que desee formar 
parte de la Comisión para planifi-
car y coordinar las celebraciones y 
la decoración de la Iglesia. Comu-
niques con Randy Dennis en 
randy.dennis1948@gmail.com 

mailto:randy.dennis1948@gmail.com
mailto:randy.dennis1948@gmail.com
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Activities in our parish 
Sunday, September 24   
9:30-10:30 a.m.  Coffee & Donuts 
9:35  - 10:25 a.m.  Bible Study  
9:45-10:15 a.m.  Preschool Music Play Group 
11:45-12:45 p.m.  Religious Education classes 
   Clases de educación religiosa 
12:00 p.m.  Coro 
 

Monday, September 25  
3:00 p.m.  Praying the Rosary 
   Rezando el Rosario (Ing) 
 

Tuesday, September 26  
4-6:00 p.m.   Adoración y Misa 
Wednesday, September 27 
10:00 a.m.   Senior Exercise Class 
7:00 p.m.  RCIA-Deacon John 
 

Thursday, September 28 
6:00 p.m.  Narcotics Anonymous 
6:00 p.m.  Children’s Choir practice 
6:30 p.m.  Adult Choir practice 
 

Friday, September 29 
6:00 p.m.  RICA  Spanish  
 

Saturday, September 30 
7:30 a.m.    Men’s Fellowship  
 

Sunday, October 1 
9:35 - 10:25 a.m.  Bible Study  

11:45-12:45 p.m.  Religious Education classes 
   Clases de educación religiosa 
12:00 p.m.  Coro 

Scripture Readings For  
Week of September 24, 2023 

 

Sunday, Sept. 24:  Is 55:6-9  Ps 145:2-3m8-9,17-18   

  Phil 1:20c-24,27a  Mt 20:1-16a 

Mon., Sept.. 25:  Ezr 1:1-6  Ps 126:1-6  Lk 8:16-1 

Tues., Sept.6: Ezr 6:7-8,12b,14-20  Ps 122:1-5  Lk 8:19-21 

Wed., Sept. 27:  Ezr 9:5-9  (Ps)Tb 13:2-4,7-8  Lk 9:1-6 

Thurs., Sept. 28:  Hg 1:1-8  Ps 149:1-6,9  Lk 9:7-9 

Friday, Sept. 29:  Dn 7:9-10,13-14  Ps138:1-5  Jn 1:47-52 

Sat., Sept. 30:  Zec 2:5-9,14-15a  (Ps) Jer 31:10-13  Lk 9:43b-45 

Sun., Oct. 1: Ez 18:25-28  Ps 25:4-9  Phil 2:1-11  Mt 21:28-32 

 
 

Del escritorio  
del P. Leó 
 

Le damos la bienvenida, P. Leo, en esta 
parroquia. Dios te bendiga como nuestro 
nuevo asesor espiritual. 
 Entrevista realizada por Dee Axe, feligresa 
 
 

Nací en Colombia el 18 de abril de 1957. Mis padres fueron 
Leónidas y Elisa Cartagena. Tengo dos hermanos (Herman y 
German) y una hermana (Cecilia). Nuestra familia llevaba una 
vida muy sencilla. 

Cuando era niño, era el más cercano a mi hermano mayor, 
Herman. Cuando tenía 18 años, estudiaba para ser maestra. Fue 
durante ese tiempo que pensé en ser sacerdote. Decidí muy rápi-
damente que me llamaban al sacerdocio. 

Yo era monje y trabajaba con las misiones en las montañas. 
Enseñé en las universidades y en la escuela secundaria. La orde-
nación sacerdotal fue en Colombia el 8 de septiembre de 1985, 
cuando yo tenía 28 años. 

Pasó un tiempo y fui nombrado Vicario General en Colom-
bia. 

Al venir a los Estados Unidos, serví en varias parroquias: 

•San José, Battle Creek 

•Inmaculada Concepción en Hartford 

•San Antonio, Buchanan y San Gabriel, Berrien Springs 
 

En mi tiempo libre disfruto leer, escribir, hacer algunos de-
portes, escuchar música y cocinar. Normalmente cocino para mí. 
Comer sano es importante para mí y la comida orgánica es mejor 
para ti. 

Me convertí en ciudadano de los Estados Unidos y me incar-
diné en esta diócesis en 2020 durante el COVID. Le había pedi-
do al obispo Lewis de Columbia que me liberara y al obispo 
Bradley que me  

Wanted...People who love to garden and who delight 
in the beauty of nature that God has given to us. 

 
For the last ten years, a few parishioners and I have 

been caring for the plantings on the church grounds. The 
last few years, I have been the one to this work. 

I can no longer keep up with all that needs to be 
done. I will continue to care for the gardens in the court-
yard and the rose garden, which was a special project 
that I helped Father Andrew create. 

If this volunteer opportunity interests you, contact 
me, Pat Schrum, by email, pasgogreen@yahoo.com, or 
call the rectory at 343-6256. Thank you for considering 
this opportunity. 
 
Se busca...Personas que amen la jardinería y que se delei-
ten con la belleza de la naturaleza que Dios nos ha dado. 
 

Durante los últimos diez años, algunos feligreses y yo 
hemos estado cuidando las plantaciones en los terrenos de la 
iglesia. Los últimos años he sido yo quien ha hecho este traba-
jo. 

Ya no puedo seguir el ritmo de todo lo que hay que hacer. 
Seguiré cuidando los jardines del patio y la rosaleda, que fue 
un proyecto especial que ayudé a crear al padre Andrew. 

Si esta oportunidad de voluntariado le interesa, puede 
comunicarse conmigo, Pat Schrum, por correo electrónico, 

pasgogreen@yahoo.com, o llamar a la rectoría al 343-6256. 
Gracias por considerar esta oportunidad. 

mailto:pasgogreen@yahoo.com
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Douglas Bailey 
Bradford M. Baldwin  

Karen Barnes 
Naïve Boyce 
Bill & Jane   

Jaciel Castro Gonzalez 
Luz  Elena Chavez E. 

Manuel Cordoba 
Harold Cronk 
Angela Cronk 

Marlene Estrada 
Regina Sanchez Franco 

Carmen Frybarger  
María Guadalupe 
Josie Gutiérrez 

Amy Harrington 
Mary Hiscock 

Marianne Houston 
Shaid Juarico 
Gerald Kistka 

Annie Lang 
Kevin Luckas 

Michelle Luckas 
Rosa Hilda Maldonado 
Mara & Kevin McHugh 

Juana Mendiola Hernández 
Trina 

Andrew J. Pineda 
Jeannette Pushell 

Maria Ramsey 
Roxann Reisterer  

Ricky Sanchez 
Victor Sanchez Montes 

Lun Schrepper 
Howard Simmons 
Michael VanArkel 

Yareli Velázquez Mtnez. 
Melanie Wiedmayer 

Terry Wycoff 
Francisca Zepeda 

Prayers For The Sick 

Daniel Beattie 

George McMillen 

Roselia Mejía-Cabrera 

Therese Murphy 

John Pelletier 

Eily Álvarez 

Celeste Fredericksen 

Stephanie García 

Abigail Placido 

William Soltes 

Craig Chindemi 

Diane Delach 

Ricardo Icaza 

Fidencio Romero Santos 

Scott Schrum 

Emily Shane 

Rogelio Valdez 

Tracy Margol 

Emily Mejia 

Ana Muneton 

Héctor Santiago 

Isaiah Smith 

Nicole Vega 

Paulina Villalon 

Dennis Faurot 

Helen López-Morales 

Melissa Marlow 

Emily Moore 

Arun Rao 

Natalia Razo 

Leo Schneider 

Alicia Duran 

Mary Louise Fleckenstein 

Rachel Hudson 

Carrie Lyon 

Mary Paquette 

Collette Rice  

Joseph Salvatore 

Grimaldo Santiago García 

Roberto García-Vero 

Maria McCarty 

Venelope Ortiz 

Kimberly Pratt 

Our Gifts for God  
   Week of September 17, 2023  

 

Sunday Collection  .............................  ............. $2,954.00 
Online Collection  ..............................  ............. $1,335.00 
Loose Cash .........................................  ............. $1,526.12 
Visitors ...............................................  .................. $25.00 
Total Offertory ..................................  ............. $5,835.12 
Needed Weekly  ................................  ............. $9,231.00 
Shortage… ..........................................  ............. $3,390.88 
Income not included in weekly needs: 
Candles ................................................................. $45.00 
Kermes ............................................................. $4,361.00 
Food Pantry .......................................................... $10.00 
Harding's Rewards .............................................. $258.00 
Campaign for Human Development ................ $1,838.00 

 

Thank you for your continued support of our parish.    
God Bless You! 

 LECTORS & SERVERS SCHEDULE 

Mass/Date Server Lector 

Sept 23, 4:30 Anne Fish Mary Lou Flecken-
stein 

Sept 24, 8:30 Tony & Jayden Thomas Pat Curtis 

Sept 24, 10:30 Ed Solis Anne Fish 

Sept 30, 4:30 Anne Fish George Daleiden 

Oct 1, 8:30 Tony & Jayden Thomas MT Courtade 

Oct 1, 10:30 Ed Solis Janice Kistka 

Happy Birthday!!!        
¡Feliz Cumpleaños! 

We are looking for a volunteer to work in our parish 
library, to prepare books for people to browse on 
Sundays.  If you can give a few hours each week, 
please call the parish office at 343-6256.    

Thank you for considering this opportunity. 
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Music at ST. JOE'S! 
 

Calling all parishioners who like to 
sing: It’s not too late to join the choirs 
at St. Joe! ALL ages, all abilities are 
heartily welcome!  Please contact mu-
sic director Sara McGarvey with any questions, mu-
sic.stjoekal@gmail.com or 734-576-1183, or say hel-
lo after Mass. 
 
ENGLISH ADULT CHOIR: Thursdays 6:30-7:30pm.  
 
CHILDREN'S CHOIR: Every other Thursday 6:00-
6:30. Starts Thursday, September 14. 
(Bilingual, ALL kids welcome!!!) 
 
SPANISH CHOIR: Rehearsals at 12:00pm Sundays 
before Spanish Mass.  
 
JESUS LOVES ME MUSIC PLAYGROUP: Second 
Sunday of each month 9:45-10:15am in the Sanctu-
ary. (For 0-5 year olds and their caretakers).  

Música en St. Joe's 
 

Llamando a todos los feligreses a quienes les 
gusta cantar:  ¡Aún no es demasiado tarde para 
unirse a los coros de St. Joe!¡  TODAS las 
edades, todas las habilidades son cordialmente 

bienvenidas! Si tiene alguna pregunta, comuníquese 
con la directora musical Sara McGarvey al 
music.stjoekal@gmail.com o 734-576-1183,  o 
salude después de la misa. 
 

CORO de ADULTOS (INGLÉS): jueves 6:30-7:30pm 
 

CORO DE NIÑOS: Jueves de por medio 6:00-6:30. 
Comienza el jueves 14 de septiembre. 
(Bilingüe, ¡¡¡TODOS los niños son bienvenidos!!!) 
 

CORO EN ESPAÑOL: Ensayos a las 12:00 pm los 
domingos antes de la misa en español. 
 

GRUPO DE MÚSICA JESÚS ME AMA: Segundo 
domingo de cada mes 9:45-10:15 am en el 
Santuario. (Para niños de 0 a 5 años y sus 
cuidadores).  

October 1 is Life Chain 2023.  The peaceful and prayerful line of 

local believers will publicly witness to the sanctity of life from 2:30

-3:30 p.m. in the same place as previous years (the northeast corner 

of Westnedge and Milham next to Walgreen’s). Parking behind 

Walgreens on Colonia St.  Please arrive and be in place by 2:30pm. 

For more info, call Dave Barry at 269-599-7821. Life Sunday 

St. Joseph Church in Kalamazoo 
is seeking applicants for a  
permanent full-time position of 
Maintenance / Groundskeeper.  
 

This position is more than just providing janitorial ser-
vices for the parish campus. It requires an ability to as-
sess the condition and maintenance needs of facilities 
and grounds, research and implement solutions, track 
spending, order supplies, and be the liaison to work 
with/coordinate outside contractors and vendors for the 
parish community.  
 
We are seeking candidates having 5 years of proven 
experience in minor building repairs in the fields of car-
pentry, machining, electric, and HVAC. Candidates 
should have a high school diploma or equivalent; col-
lege or trade school/journeyman apprenticeship a plus. 
Individuals must have a working knowledge of comput-
ers to track maintenance scheduling and costs; basic 
familiarity with video surveillance equipment and an 
ability to troubleshoot basic audio equipment.  

The physical requirements of the position are the ability 
to lift up to 50 pounds, work with light machinery and 
hand power tools. Individuals must be able to stand, sit, 
kneel, crouch, bend, twist and otherwise be physically 
flexible to climb stairs, ladders, and work in sometimes 
small spaces.  
 
The work schedule is mostly days, but person is ex-
pected to be available for emergencies and special 
needs.  
 
Position offers competitive wages, health insurance, 
retirement, and vacation.  
 
Please mail or drop off resumes to:  
St. Joseph Catholic Church.  
936 Lake St. Kalamazoo, MI 49001.  
Attn: Myrna Phillips.  
Or by email at:  
myrna.stjoekal@gmail.com 

mailto:music.stjoekal@gmail.com
mailto:music.stjoekal@gmail.com
mailto:myrna.stjoekal@gmail.com
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  St. Joseph Staff  
 

Office Hours:                                Monday-Friday 8:30-4:00 

Phone:    269 343-6256 

email:     office.stjoekal@gmail.com 

 

Pastor                Fr. Leo Cartagena Franco 

leocafra@gmail.com  269-343-6256 
 

Deacon    Deacon John Ryder 

john.ryder.215@gmail.com (269) 270-5885 
 

Deacon    Deacon Timothy Kistka 

dcn.timkistka@gmail.com  (517) 617-6513 
 

Office Manager/Bookkeeper Myrna Phillips 

myrna.stjoekal@gmail.com 269 343-6256 

bookkeeper936.stjoekal@gmail.com    
 

Parish Secretary   Alicia Acevedo 

office.stjoekal@gmail.com  (269) 343-6256  
 

Safe Environment Coordinator  Pat Dent  

patd.stjoekal@gmail.com  269 343-6256 
 

Bulletin Editor    Lynn North  

Lynn.stjoekal@gmail.com  269 343-6256 
 

Director of Music and Liturgy Sara Emerson McGarvey 

music.stjoekal@gmail.com 734-576-1183 
 

Dir. of Religious Education Luza Mastache 

religiouseducation.stjoekal@gmail.com 269 343-6256 
 

Youth Ministry Director   Luza Mastache 

religiouseducation.stjoekal@gmail.com 269 343-6256 
 

Maintenance & Groundskeeper Geary North 

maint.stjoekal@gmail.com 269 343-6256 

If you shop at Harding’s, 
you can sign up to have St. Joseph 
Church benefit from your purchases.  
Stop at the customer service desk and 
sign up for a percentage of your pur-
chases to be donated to St. Joseph’s.  It isn’t a lot, but 
each month the parish gets a check from Harding’s.   

We just received a check for $258.00!!  
Think of 100 households did this, or 200!  What an easy 
way to increase your offering to the parish! 

Our 76th Annual Bazaar is  coming November 4-5.  

The Bazaar Committee hopes you are finding 

things for the White Elephant tables,  making 

crafts, and planning to bake delicious things for it.  

We need many people to make this memorable! 

 

Are you interested in creating a gift basket for our 
raffle? You can make a basket and buy things on a 
theme (cat, dog, child, chocolate lover, Christmas, etc.)  
If you don’t have a basket to contain items, we can get 
that for you.  All basket items need to be turned in to 
the rectory by Oct. 15.  

Nuestro 76º Bazar Anual se realizará del 4 al 5 de 
noviembre. El Comité del Bazar espera que entre 
sus cosas, encuentre regalos que nunca usó, co-
sas únicas, manualidades o esté planeando  hor-
near cosas deliciosas para el bazar. ¡Necesitamos 
mucha gente para que esto sea memorable! 
 

¿Estás interesado en crear una canasta de regalo para 
nuestro sorteo? Puede hacer una canasta y comprar 
cosas sobre un tema (gato, perro, niño, amante del 
chocolate, Navidad, etc.). Si no tiene una canasta para 
contener artículos, podemos conseguirla para usted. 
Todos los artículos de la canasta deben entregarse a la 
rectoría antes del 15 de octubre. 
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Mass and Contact Information 

Council chairpersons 
Parish Council   Scott Morris, 269-251-7965 
Finance Council Carl Deering, 269-353-0664 
Liturgy commission  Randy dennis, 269-312-7165 
 
Ministries of the Parish 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

 FACEBOOK & WEBSITE (stjosephkalamazoo.org ) 

Would you like to join  Our Parish? 
If you would like to enroll, change your address, or simply have ques-

tions about our parish, please fill out the form below and drop it in the 

collection basket or mail it to the Church office:  

   936 Lake St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001  

                    Name_________________________________________ 

                      Address________________________________________ 

                      City/Zip________________________________________ 

                      Phone_________________________________________ 

O    I would like to enroll as an active member. 

O    Please change my address to the one shown above. 

O    I would like to learn more about school/parish activities. 

O    I would like to learn more about the Catholic faith. 

O    I would like to offer the name of a homebound or ill Catholic who is 

not currently being visited:_________________________. 

O    I would like to speak with a priest about a vocation to the priesthood 

or religious life. 

LANGUAGE FOR REPORTING SEXUAL MISCONDUCT: 

The Diocese of Kalamazoo has and will continue to 
cooperate with the Michigan Attorney General’s in-
vestigations and encourages anyone with information 
related to misconduct to call the reporting number set 
up by the Michigan Attorney General’s office at: (844) 
324-3374 

 

Hackett Catholic Prep’s Athletic Hall of Fame and 
CSGK Award Recognition Night is Sept. 28, 6pm at 
Kalamazoo Country Club. This year’s honorees : FTim & 
Sarah Harding, r. John Fleckenstein, Celeste Eckrich 
Crowell, David Butkovich, Hackett’s 1968-69 Basketball 
Team, and Hackett’s 2002 Women’s Soccer Team.  
 

Tickets are $35/person, available online at https://csgk/
awardsnight or by emailing TZimmerman@csgk.org.  

All nurses (and student and retiree 
nurses) are invited to the next 
meeting of the Kalamazoo Council 
of Catholic Nurses on Thurs., Sept. 
28, 6:30pm, at St Cyril & Methodius 
Catholic Church in Wayland. Please 

contact C. Lee Pavlak @ Kzooccn@gmail.com with questions. 

mailto:TZimmerman@csgk.org
mailto:Kzooccn@gmail.com

