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Week of December 17, 2023 
 

Side Altar Vigil candle intentions 
 

Blessed Virgin Mary: For the People of Ukraine 
St. Joseph: For the People in Gaza 

Mass Schedule and Intentions 
 

Saturday,  December 16 

4:30p.m.  † Virginia Lee Simmons, req Dennis Simmons  

 
Sunday,  December 17 
8:30a.m. † Martin Noonan, req Sara Miller 
10:30a.m. † Jeanne & † Wallace Schroeder ,  
    req Stacy & Matt Luckas  
1:00p.m. Para la gente de la parroquia 
 
Monday,  December 18 
8:30 a.m. Intentions of John Gaikwad, req Erica Fer-
nandes 
 
Tuesday,  December 19 
4:00 p.m. Adoración 
6:00 p.m. Para la gente de la parroquia 
 
Wednesday,  December 20 
8:30 a.m. † Joseph & † Helen Wachter, req Sara Miller 
 
Thursday,  December 21 

 NO MASS 
  
Friday,  December 22 

11:00 a.m. Mass at Heritage Community 
8:30 a.m. † Rose Anne Weaver 
 

Saturday,  December 23 

4:30p.m.  † Helen Starnes, req Family  

 
Sunday,  December 24—4th SUNDAY of ADVENT 
8:30 a.m. No Mass today at this time 
10:30 a.m. † Emily Czuhajewski, req Dave Barry  
1:00 p.m. Para la gente de la parroquia 
 
CHRISTMAS  EVE 
4:00 p.m. † Starnes Family, req Connie 
6:00 p.m. † Augustin Alonso, req Gaby Alonzo 
9:00 p.m. (Music begins) 
9:30 p.m. † Emily Czuhajewski, req Dave Barry  
 
CHRISTMAS  DAY 
8:30 a.m. † Joseph & † 
Joan Corryn, req Sara Miller  

 

 

From the desk 
 of Fr. Leo 

 

 

Rejoice, enjoy again, is the phrase, is the invitation for 
this third Sunday. Rejoicing has an origin, a reason: God 
fills me with joy. Joy is the manifestation of a certainty: 
Being deified, totally possessed by God. This state bears 
fruit in actions such as always announcing good news, 
healing hearts broken by illness or suffering, contributing 
to liberation from bondage (see the first reading, Is 61, 1-
2. 10-11); always be in a state of gratitude, joy and learn-
ing (see the second reading 1 Thes 5, 16-24), and finally, 
prepare the instrument so that the melody of love reso-
nates at all times (see the Gospel Jn 1, 6- 8. 19-28). 

 

Permanence is the most genuine, most original state: 
which is the state of love, guarantees fluidity, self-
acceptance and self-recognition. This state of joy restores 
and modulates our consciousness to live in a permanent 
condition of learning, preparing and adapting paths so 
that we become Christ, carrying out the works that Jesus 
himself did. Let's rejoice. 

  Fr. Leo 

Bulletin Sponsor of the Week  

KSS Enterprises 
To view their full advertisement,  
see the back page of the bulletin.   

And please, remember to patronize 

KSS Enterprises 

If you would like to have a candle lit for your prayer inten-
tion, please let the office know your name, which altar 
you request, and your prayer intention.  The candle will 
remain lit for 7 days. Suggested donation $5. 

Si desea tener una vela encendida para su intención de 
oración, informe a la oficina su nombre, qué altar solicita 
y su intención de oración. La vela permanecerá 
encendida durante 7 días. Donación sugerida $5. 
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Activities in our parish 
Sunday, December 17 
9:30-11:00 a.m. Coffee & Donuts 
9:35 - 10:25 a.m. Bible Study  
11:45-12:45 p.m. Religious Education classes 
 Clases de educación religiosa 
12:00 p.m. Coro 
Monday, December 18  
3:00 p.m. Praying the Rosary 
7:00 p.m. Praying with Scripture 
7-8:30 p.m Parent Religion Class  (Eng) 
 

Tuesday, December 19  
4-6:00 p.m.  Adoración y Misa 
 

Wednesday, December 20 
10:00 a.m. Senior Exercise Class 
7:00 p.m. RCIA-Deacon John 
7:00 p.m. Liturgy Commission 
 

Thursday, December 21 
6:00 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous 
6:00 p.m.  Children’s Choir Practice 
6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Practice 
 

Friday, December 22 
7:00 p.m. Rosario (Sp) 
 

Saturday, December 23 
7:30 a.m.   Men’s Fellowship  
 

Sunday, December 24 
 

Merry Christmas to you 
from the parish staff 
 
Feliz Navidad de parte de el padre leo y 
el personal de la parroquia 

Scripture Readings for Week of December 17, 2023 
 

Sun., Dec. 17:  Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54; 1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 

1:6-8, 19-28  

Mon., Dec 18: Jer 23:5-8  Mt 1:18-25 

Tues., Dec 19: Jgs 13:2-7,24-25a  Lk 1:5-25 

Wed., Dec 20: Is 7:10-14  Lk 1:26-38 

Thurs., Dec. 21: Sg 2:8-14  Lk 1:39-45 

Fri, Dec. 22: 1 Sm 1:24-28  Lk 1:46-56 

Sat., Dec. 23:  Mal 3:1-4,23-24  Lk 1:57-66 

Sun., Dec. 24:  2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16  Rom 16:25-27  Lk 1:26-38 

Sun., Dec. 24 (Christmas Eve):  Is 62:1-5  Acts 13:16-17,22-25  Mt 1:1-25 

Sun. Dec. 25 (Christmas Day):  Is 52:7-10  Heb 1:1-6  Jn 1:1-18 

 
 

Del escritorio  
del P. Leo 

 

 
 

  
 

Alégrate, vuelve a disfrutar, es la frase, es la invitación para 
este tercer domingo. El Regocijo tiene un origen, una razón: 
Dios me llena de júbilo. El júbilo es la manifestación de una 
certeza: Estar endiosado, totalmente poseído por Dios. Este 
estado fructifica en acciones tales como anunciar siempre 
buenas noticias, curar los corazones quebrantados por la 
enfermedad o el sufrimiento, contribuir a la liberación de las 
ataduras (mira la primera lectura, Is 61, 1-2. 10-11); estar 
siempre en estado de gratitud, de gozo y aprendizaje (mira 
la segunda lectura 1 Ts 5, 16-24, ), y finalmente, preparar el 
instrumento para que la melodía del amor resuene en todo 
momento (mira el Evangelio Jn 1, 6). -8. 19-28). 
 
La permanencia es el estado más genuino, más original: que 
es el estado del amor, garantiza la fluidez, la autoaceptación 
y el autoconocimiento. Este estado de regocijo restaura y 
modula nuestra conciencia para vivir en una condición 
permanente de aprendizaje, preparando y adecuando 
caminos para que nos convirtamos en el Cristo, realizando 
las obras que el mismo Jesús obró. Alegrémonos. 
   

  Fr. Leo 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our normal bulletin deadline is  

9:00 a.m. Monday morning.  

 

Due to the holidays and our publisher’s print sched-

ule, the next few deadlines are much earlier. For 

these bulletins, please have your information to the 

parish office by:   

December 24 bulletin deadline: noon December 13.   

December 31 bulletin deadline: noon December 20. 
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Douglas Bailey 
Bradford M. Baldwin  

Karen Barnes 
Naïve Boyce 
Bill & Jane   

Jaciel Castro Gonzalez 
Luz Elena Chavez E. 

Manuel Cordoba 
Harold Cronk 
Angela Cronk 

Marlene Estrada 
Regina Sanchez Franco 

Carmen Frybarger  
María Guadalupe 
Josie Gutiérrez 

Amy Harrington 
Mary Hiscock 

Marianne Houston 
Shaid Juarico 
Gerald Kistka 
Annie Lang 

Kevin Luckas 
Michelle Luckas 
Kimberly Lynn 

Rosa Hilda Maldonado 
Mara & Kevin McHugh 

Juana Mendiola Hernández 
Trina 

Sarah Ogrin 
Andrew J. Pineda 

Fr. Greg Poser 
Jeannette Pushell 

Maria Ramsey 
Roxann Reisterer  

Lun Schrepper 
Howard Simmons 
Michael VanArkel 

Yareli Velázquez Martinez 
Melanie Wiedmayer 

Terry Wycoff 
Francisca Zepeda 

Prayers For The Sick 

 
Ethan Dibble 
Kyle Elmblad 

Maria de Los Ángeles Reyes 
Delfina Santos 

Tyler Vandenboss 
Nathan White 
Lucila Garza 

Leonel González-Larez 
Jeffrey Laponsie 

María Elena Mares 
Catherine Mero 

Belén Nonato-Díaz 
Jennifer Paivarinta 
Samantha Reed 
Charlene Schultz 

Guadalupe Bernal-Zepeda 
Melissa Holso 
Lesley Mares 

Mary Anne Reist 

Daniela Ocana 
María Ayalal-Linares 
Cindel Casarrubias 
Gonzalo Garreton 

Brian Muños 
Geary North 

Liliana Obregon] 
Roxann Reisterer 

Seth Rice 
Leticia Medina Rodríguez 

Luanne Reisterer 
Analeigh Gonzales 

Maria González 
Samuel Kerr 

Robert Lemieux 
Brenda Mulder 
Edwin Ramos 

Jared VanderBor 

 LECTORS & SERVERS SCHEDULE 

Mass/Date Server Lector 

Dec 16, 4:30 Anne Fish Marylou Flecken-
stein 

Dec 17,8:30 Katie Jones Pat Curtis 

Dec 17, 10:30 Stephanie Thompson Mary Kay Allbee 
Mickey Sykes 

Dec 23, 4:30 Darlene Smith Toni Gross 

Dec 24,8:30 No Mass No Mass 

Dec 24, 10:30 Ed Solis Janice Kistka 

Happy Birthday!!!        
¡Feliz Cumpleaños! 

 
Our Gifts for God  

  Week of December 10, 2023 

Sunday Collection  ..............................  ............ $6,220.00 
Online Collection  ...............................  ............ $2,275.00 
Loose Cash ..........................................  ............ $1,385.69 
Holy Days ............................................  ............... $564.00 
Visitors................................................  ............... $150.00 
Total Offertory received ....................  .......... $10,594.69 
Needed Weekly  .................................  ............ $9,231.00 
Overage… ...........................................  ............ $1,363.69 
Income not included in weekly needs: 
Miscellaneous (books, candles) ......................... $106.95 
Food Pantry ........................................................ $570.00 
Rent (Tenants) ................................................. $3,450.00 
Rent (Winter Market) ...................................... $5,255.00 
Christmas Flowers .............................................. $351.00 
Catholic Campaign for Human Devel. .................. $20.00 
Rice Bowl ................................................................ $2.70 
Retirement Fund for Religious ........................ $3,101.00 

 
Thank you for your support of St. Joseph Parish.    

God Bless You! 

Farmer’s Winter Market will be in our gym 
every Saturday through April, from 8:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. 

El mercado de invierno 
de agricultores estará en 
nuestro gimnasio todos los 
sábados hasta abril, de 
8:00 a. m. a 1:00 p. m. 
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MASS TIME PRESCHOOL BOOKS 
 

We now have two baskets in the back of church 
for families with preschoolers.  When families 
come to Mass preschool books may be picked 
from either the Spanish or the English basket.    
 
Please return the books to the baskets as you 
leave church for the next group of children.  

LIBROS PARA  NIÑOS EN EDAD PREESCOLAR  
 

Hay dos canastas en la parte trasera de la iglesia. 
Cuando venga a misa elija un libro para que los 
niños los lean durante misa.   
 
Hay libros en Español e ingles. Regrese los libros 
cuando se vaya. 

 

Per Bishop Lohse's call for us to serve each other, the Liturgy 
Commission is eager to welcome anyone who would like to serve 
on the Liturgy Commission to plan and co-ordinate the celebra-
tions and decorating of the Church. Contact Randy Dennis at  
randy.dennis1948@gmail.com 

 
Según el llamando del obispo Lohse para que nos sirvamos unos a 
otros, la Comisión de Liturgia está ansiosa por dar la bienvenida 
a cualquiera que desee formar parte de la Comisión para planificar 
y coordinar las celebraciones y la decoración de la Iglesia. Comu-
niques con Randy Dennis en randy.dennis1948@gmail.com 

Our Advent Giving 

 

 
December 16 & 17 

St. Joseph’s Food Pantry 
FOOD: Soup, cereal, side dishes (Hamburger 
Helper or Rice-A-Roni, etc.), cake mixes, brownie 
mixes, frosting. 
PERSONAL CARE ITEMS: Body wash, shampoo, 
toothpaste. 
 

December 30 & 31 
YWCA Domestic Abuse Program 

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS: Body wash, shampoo, 
toothpaste, deodorant, hair care products. 
OTHER: Diapers (sizes 3,4,5,6), babywipes, twin 
sheets, blankets, towels, gift cards. 

 
 

Nuestras ofrendas de 

Adviento 

 
16 y 17 de diciembre 

Despensa de alimentos de San José 
COMIDA: Sopa, cereal, guarniciones (Hamburger 
Helper o Rice-A-Roni, etc.), mezclas para pasteles, 
mezclas para brownies, glaseado. 
ARTÍCULOS DE CUIDADO PERSONAL: gel 
de baño, champú, pasta de dientes. 
 

30 y 31 de diciembre 
Programa de abuso doméstico de la YWCA 

ARTÍCULOS DE CUIDADO PERSONAL: Gel de baño, 
champú, pasta de dientes, desodorante, productos para el 
cuidado del cabello. 
OTROS: Pañales (tallas 3,4,5,6), toallitas húmedas, sábanas 
para camas individuales, mantas, toallas, tarjetas de regalo. 

 

Place your donations in the “totes” 
provided in the back of church 
 

Coloque sus donaciones en las “bolsas” 
proporcionadas en la parte trasera de la 

iglesia. 

mailto:randy.dennis1948@gmail.com
mailto:randy.dennis1948@gmail.com
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  St. Joseph Staff  
 

Office Hours:                                Monday-Friday 8:30-4:00 

Phone:    269 343-6256 

email:     office.stjoekal@gmail.com 

 

Pastor                Fr. Leo Cartagena Franco 

Leocafra.stjoekal@gmail.com  269-343-6256 
 

Deacon    Deacon John Ryder 

john.ryder.215@gmail.com (269) 270-5885 
 

Deacon    Deacon Timothy Kistka 

dcn.timkistka@gmail.com  (517) 617-6513 
 

Office Manager/Bookkeeper Myrna Phillips 

myrna.stjoekal@gmail.com 269 343-6256 

bookkeeper936.stjoekal@gmail.com    
 

Parish Secretary   Alicia Acevedo 

alicia.stjoekal@gmail.com  (269) 343-6256  
 

Safe Environment Coordinator  Pat Dent  

patd.stjoekal@gmail.com  269 343-6256 
 

Bulletin Editor    Lynn North  

Lynn.stjoekal@gmail.com  269 343-6256 
 

Director of Music and Liturgy Sara Emerson McGarvey 

music.stjoekal@gmail.com 734-576-1183 
 

Dir. of Religious Education Luza Mastache 

religiouseducation.stjoekal@gmail.com 269 343-6256 
 

Youth Ministry Director   Luza Mastache 

religiouseducation.stjoekal@gmail.com 269 343-6256 
 

Maintenance & Groundskeeper Geary North 

maint.stjoekal@gmail.com 269 343-6256 

St. Joseph Food Pantry is open M,T,W, from 11:30-1:30 
pm, serving families referred by Loaves & Fishes and 
walk-in clients from the neighborhood. 

We are very grateful for your ongoing support! Winter  
is almost here, and we know that chili and soups will be 
most welcome items.  Cake and brownie mixes are al-
ways wanted.  Please consider adding a few of these to 
your next shopping list. 

Thank you to all who regularly donate items, and those 
who can only do this once in a while. May God bless 
you always! 

Advent  
Penance Services 
Individual confessions available  

after the communal service.  

 

You are invited to the last Penance Service of the season: 

Tues. Dec. 19 6:00pm  St. Ambrose Parchment 

¡Estamos buscando más lectores para la misa de la 

1pm! comuníquese con la oficina si desea ser parte 

del grupo de lectores.  

Thank you so much to the  
Howard Family and the  

Lewis C.  Howard Company  
for generously supplying us with  

our calendars again this year.   
Your continuing generosity  
is very much appreciated! 
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Mass and Contact Information 

Council chairpersons 
Parish Council   Scott Morris, 269-251-7965 
Finance Council Carl Deering, 269-353-0664 
Liturgy commission  Randy Dennis, 269-312-7165 
 
Ministries of the Parish 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

 FACEBOOK & WEBSITE (stjosephkalamazoo.org ) 

Would you like to join  Our Parish? 
If you would like to enroll, change your address, or simply have ques-

tions about our parish, please fill out the form below and drop it in the 

collection basket or mail it to the Church office:  

   936 Lake St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001  

                Name_________________________________________ 

                  Address________________________________________ 

                   City/Zip________________________________________ 

                  Phone_________________________________________ 

O    I would like to enroll as an active member. 

O    Please change my address to the one shown above. 

O    I would like to learn more about school/parish activities. 

O    I would like to learn more about the Catholic faith. 

O    I would like to offer the name of a homebound or ill Catholic who 

is not currently being visited:_________________________. 

O    I would like to speak with a priest about a vocation to the priest-

hood or religious life. 

LANGUAGE FOR REPORTING SEXUAL MISCONDUCT: 

The Diocese of Kalamazoo has and will continue to 
cooperate with the Michigan Attorney General’s in-
vestigations and encourages anyone with infor-
mation related to misconduct to call the reporting 
number set up by the Michigan Attorney General’s 
office at: (844) 324-3374 

SAVE on your TAXES! 
 

Catholic Gift Annuity to benefit your parish is a generous 
expression of your support for God’s work on this earth. The 
Catholic Foundation of SW Michigan Catholic Gift Annui-
ties are now available through a program offered by the 
Catholic Church Extension Society, one of . By taking out a 
Catholic Gift Annuity you may be eligible largest, oldest, 
and strongest managers of annuities in the U.Sble for a chari-
table tax deduction, receive fixed payments for life and leave 
a legacy to your parish.  To learn how you can join thousands 
of Catholics who invest in the future of the Catholic Church, 
please email Keith Tharp at ktharp@diokzoo.org or call 269-
349-8714 ext. 1351 and tell him you want to establish an an-
nuity to support your parish. 
 

 

The Diocese of Kalamazoo will host the annual Men’s 
Cursillo Weekend, February 22-25, 2023, at the beauti-
ful Amigo Center in Sturgis Michigan.  This is a great 
opportunity for all of us Catholics to Spiritually Renew 
our Faith. The weekend is geared to those over 18 years 
of age.  Come, and encounter Christ! Please visit 

https://kalamazoocursillo.com/womens-weekend  

  for more information.  Please feel free to 
  contact Angela Martin, 269-208-5192 
  with any questions regarding the week- 
     end or Cursillo.  

mailto:ktharp@diokzoo.org
https://kalamazoocursillo.com/womens-weekend

