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Week of December 31, 2023 
 

Side Altar Vigil candle intentions 
 

Blessed Virgin Mary: For the People of Ukraine 
St. Joseph: For the People in Gaza 

Mass Schedule and Intentions 
 

Saturday,  December 30 

4:30p.m.  For the people of the parish  

 
Sunday,  December 31 
8:30a.m. Rozankovich Family, req Connie 
10:30a.m. † Marilyn & † Richard Luckas ,  
   req Stacy & Matt Luckas  
1:00p.m. Para la gente de la parroquia 
 
Monday,  January 1 
9:00 a.m. Para la gente de la parroquia 
 
Tuesday,  January 2 
4:00 p.m. Adoración 
6:00 p.m. Para la gente de la parroquia 
 
Wednesday,  January 3 
8:30 a.m. For the Intentions of Fr. Antony Rajesh, 
   req Tootie Horn 
 
Thursday,  January 4 

 NO MASS 
  
Friday,  January 5 

8:30 a.m. For the Intentions of Fr. Antony Rajesh, 
   req Tootie Horn 
11:00 a.m. Mass at Heritage Community 
 

Saturday,  January 6 

4:30p.m.  † Jill Welch (2nd anniv.), req Welch Family  

 
Sunday,  January 7 
8:30 a.m.  
10:30 a.m. † Emily Czuhajewski, req Dave Barry  
1:00 p.m. Para la gente de la parroquia 

 

 

From the desk 
 of Fr. Leo 

 

Good afternoon, because it is the farewell of 
a year, today is the last year, the last month, 
the last week, the last day, the last hour, the last minute, the last 
second. Until this moment we had a great opportunity to live, to 
love, to learn. This moment, precisely, in which you are reading 
these lines, is the one that reveals to you that it is not time that 
passes, but that it is I who am beyond time and forms. We then 
discover that the only thing that exists is "this moment", that life 
is now and that this time that has passed or the one that is com-
ing exists only when we remember or imagine them. 

As families, as individuals, in this concluding feast of the year, 
the sacred family, we are totally present in the now, so that this 
presence penetrates and transforms what we do, giving quality 
and power to our works. Let us remember that the only true hap-
piness is the joy of being that cannot be achieved through pos-
sessions, achievements, people or events. It is a joy that ema-
nates from each one, it is our essence. That joy springs from 
within, it is what makes us bless like Simeon did: Lord, now, in 
this moment, not yesterday, not tomorrow, NOW, you can let 
your servant go in peace, because my eyes have seen the savior, 
the light, the glory. 

In this new dawn, 2024, we are the life that animates the struc-
ture of the family. That life is translated into the power of the 
creative will of the Father (Heaven), the active intelligence of 
the Mother (the earth) and the love-wisdom that represents the 
Son (who unites, who articulates heaven and earth). Right now, 
at the end of the year, the beginning of the new one, you can 
choose a state of stillness, in which we are what we were before 
assuming this form that we have at this moment. I invite you to 
choose stillness, stay in the now, in the moment almost all the 
time; Make sporadic visits to the past and future. Stay at home, 
with your family (in the present), honor your father and mother, 
the creator and the territory where you were born and live. Prac-
tice stillness, the art of being in the now. Happy New Year. 

 

  Fr. Leo 

Bulletin Sponsor of the Week  

Kazoo Tire Company 
To view their full advertisement,  
see the back page of the bulletin.   

And please, remember to patronize 

Kazoo Tire Company 

If you would like to have a candle lit for your prayer in-
tention, please let the office know your name, which 
altar you request, and your prayer intention.  The can-
dle will remain lit for 7 days. Suggested donation $5. 

Si desea tener una vela encendida para su intención de 
oración, informe a la oficina su nombre, qué altar 
solicita y su intención de oración. La vela permanecerá 
encendida durante 7 días. Donación sugerida $5. 

Say a prayer for our friend, Fr. Antony 
Rajesh, shoes birthday is January 4, 
who will soon begin his 
ministry in Tanzania, 
Africa. 

 

Diga una oración por nuestro amigo, el 
P. Antony Rajesh, cuyo cumpleaños es 
el 4 de enero, pronto comenzará su ministerio en 
Tanzania, África. 
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Activities in our parish 
Sunday, December 31 
9:35 - 10:25 a.m. Bible Study  
12:00 p.m. Coro 
Monday, January 1– New Year’s Day 
 

Office is closed  
La oficina está cerrada 
 
Tuesday, January 2  
4-6:00 p.m.  Adoración y Misa 
5:30 p.m. St. Vincent de Paul Society 
7:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus 
 

Wednesday, January 3 
10:00 a.m. Senior Exercise Class 
7:00 p.m. RCIA-Deacon John 
 

Thursday, January 4 
6:00 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous 
6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Practice 
 

Friday, January 5 
7:00 p.m. Rosario (Sp) 
 

Saturday, January 6 
7:30 a.m.   Men’s Fellowship  
 

Sunday, January 7 
9:30 a.m.  Bible Study 
11:45-12:45 p.m Religious Education Classes 
 Clases de educación religiosa 

Scripture Readings for Week of December 31, 2023 
 

Sun., Dec. 31:  Sir 3:2-612-14  Col 3:12-21  Lk 2:22-40 

Mon., Jan 1:  Nb 6:22-27  Ps 67:2-3,5-6,8  Gal 4:4-7  Lk 2:16-21 

Tues., Jan 2:  1 Jn 2:22-28  Ps 98:1-4  Jn 1:19-28 

Wed., Jan 3:  1 Jn 2:29-3:6  Ps 98:1,3-6  Jn 1:29-34 

Thurs., Jan .  4: 1 Jn 3:7-10  Ps 98:1,7-9  Jn 1:35-42 

Fri, Jan . 5: 1 Jn 3:11-21   Ps 100:1-5  Jn 1:43-51 

Sat., Jan . 6:  1 Jn 5:5-13  Ps 147:12-15,19-20  Mk 1:7-11  

Sun., Jan . 7:  Is 60:1-6  Ps 72:1-2,7-8,10-13  Eph 3:2-3a,5-6  Mt 2:1-12 

 
 

Del escritorio  
del P. Leo 

 

 
 

 Buenas tardes, porque es la despedida de un año, hoy es 

el último año, el último mes, la última semana, el último día, la última 

hora, el último minuto, el último segundo. Hasta este momento tuvimos 

una gran oportunidad de vivir, de amar, de aprender. Este momento, pre-

cisamente, en el que estás leyendo estas líneas, es el que te revela que no 

es el tiempo el que pasa, sino que soy yo quien está más allá del tiempo y 

de las formas. Descubrimos entonces que lo único que existe es "este 

momento", que la vida es ahora y que este tiempo que ha pasado o el que 

viene existe sólo cuando los recordamos o imaginamos. 

Como familias, como individuos, en esta fiesta conclusiva del año, la 

sagrada familia, estamos totalmente presentes en el ahora, para que esta 

presencia penetre y transforme lo que hacemos, imprimiendo calidad y 

poder a nuestras obras. Recordemos que la única felicidad verdadera es la 

alegría de ser que no se puede lograr a través de las posesiones, de los 

logros, las personas o los sucesos. Es una alegría que emana de cada uno, 

es nuestra esencia. Esa alegría  brota desde adentro, es la que nos hace 

bendecir como Simeón lo hizo: Señor, ahora, en este instante, no ayer, no 

mañana, AHORA, puedes dejar a tu siervo irse en paz, porque mis ojos 

han visto al salvador, la luz, la gloria. 

En este nuevo amanecer, el 2024, somos la vida que anima la estructura 

de la familia. Esa vida se traduce en el poder de la voluntad creadora del 

Padre (el Cielo), la inteligencia activa de la Madre (la tierra) y el amor 

sabiduría que representa el Hijo (que une, que articula el cielo y la tierra). 

Ahora mismo, en este fin de año, comienzo del nuevo, puedes optar por 

un estado de quietud, en el que somos lo que éramos antes de asumir esta 

forma que poseemos en este instante. Te invito a optar por la quie-

tud,  quédate en el ahora, en el instante casi todo el tiempo; haz esporádi-

cas visitas al pasado y al futuro. Quédate en casa, en familia (en el pre-

sente), honra a tu padre y a tu madre, al creador y al territorio donde na-

ciste y vives. Practica la quietud, el arte de estar en el ahora. Feliz año 

nuevo. 

 

  Fr. Leo 

 

 

 

 
 

Our bulletin deadline is  

9:00 a.m. Monday morning.  
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Douglas Bailey 
Bradford M. Baldwin  

Karen Barnes 
Naïve Boyce 
Bill & Jane   

Jaciel Castro Gonzalez 
Luz Elena Chavez E. 

Manuel Cordoba 
Harold Cronk 
Angela Cronk 

Marlene Estrada 
Regina Sanchez Franco 

Carmen Frybarger  
María Guadalupe 
Josie Gutiérrez 

Amy Harrington 
Mary Hiscock 

Marianne Houston 
Shaid Juarico 
Gerald Kistka 
Annie Lang 

Kevin Luckas 
Michelle Luckas 
Kimberly Lynn 

Rosa Hilda Maldonado 
Mara & Kevin McHugh 

Juana Mendiola Hernández 
Trina 

Sarah Ogrin 
Andrew J. Pineda 

Fr. Greg Poser 
Jeannette Pushell 

Maria Ramsey 
Roxann Reisterer  

Lun Schrepper 
Howard Simmons 
Michael VanArkel 

Yareli Velázquez Martinez 
Melanie Wiedmayer 

Terry Wycoff 
Francisca Zepeda 

Prayers For The Sick 

María Salinas 
Kathleen Sootsman 

Lahni Tapia 
Rene Esquivel] 

Greg Locke 
Juan Nuñez 

Andres Cervantes 
Annamma Mathew 

Heather Byrd 
Ernesto De León 
Michael Denny 
Joseph Griffith 
Ashley López 

Valentín Nonato-Diaz 

Prisciliana Arivdez-Martinez 
Ronald Gervais 

Concepción González 
Frank Nock 

María Olmos Méndez 
Parker Chimner 

Sharon Albertson 
Katherine Brophy 

Mayle García 
Luis Gervacio 

Joan Guevara-Leo 
Samantha Nochebuena 

 LECTORS & SERVERS SCHEDULE 

Mass/Date Server Lector 

Dec 30, 4:30 Darlene Smith Kathy Nederhoed 

Dec 31,8:30 Tony & Jayden Thomas Matt Luckas 

Dec 31, 10:30 Ed Solis Sharon Anderson-
Western 

Jan 6, 4:30 Anne Fish  

Jan 7,8:30 Katie Jones  

Jan 7, 10:30 Stephanie Thompson  

Happy Birthday!!!        
¡Feliz Cumpleaños! 

 
Our Gifts for God  

  Week of December 17, 2023 

Sunday Collection  ..............................  ............ $5,387.00 
Online Collection  ...............................  ............ $1,465.00 
Loose Cash ..........................................  ............ $1,155.60 
Holy Days ............................................  ................. $77.00 
Visitors................................................  ................. $50.00 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass .............  ............ $2,093.06 
Total Offertory received ....................  .......... $10,227.66 
Needed Weekly  .................................  ............ $9,231.00 
Overage… ...........................................  ............... $996.66 
Income not included in weekly needs: 
Miscellaneous (books, candles) ......................... $151.23 
Food Pantry ........................................................ $150.00 
Rent (Tenants) ................................................. $1,494.00 
Rent (Facility-Winter Market) ......................... $1,485.00 
Christmas Flowers ................................................ $90.00 
Catholic Campaign for Human Devel. .................... $5.00 
Retirement Fund for Religious ........................... $135.00 

 
ALL parish donations and Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

payments must be received no later than January 2 to 
receive tax deduction for theyear2023.  

NO EXCEPTIONS!!! 
 

Thank you for your support of St. Joseph Parish.    
God Bless You! 

Farmer’s Winter Market will be in our gym 
every Saturday through April, from 8:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. 

El mercado de invierno 
de agricultores estará en 
nuestro gimnasio todos los 
sábados hasta abril, de 
8:00 a. m. a 1:00 p. m. 
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MASS TIME PRESCHOOL BOOKS 
 

We now have two baskets in the back of church 
for families with preschoolers.  When families 
come to Mass preschool books may be picked 
from either the Spanish or the English basket.    
 
Please return the books to the baskets as you 
leave church for the next group of children.  

LIBROS PARA  NIÑOS EN EDAD PREESCOLAR  
 

Hay dos canastas en la parte trasera de la iglesia. 
Cuando venga a misa elija un libro para que los 
niños los lean durante misa.   
 
Hay libros en Español e ingles. Regrese los libros 
cuando se vaya. 

 

Per Bishop Lohse's call for us to serve each other, the Liturgy 
Commission is eager to welcome anyone who would like to serve 
on the Liturgy Commission to plan and co-ordinate the celebra-
tions and decorating of the Church. Contact Randy Dennis at  
randy.dennis1948@gmail.com 

 
Según el llamando del obispo Lohse para que nos sirvamos unos a 
otros, la Comisión de Liturgia está ansiosa por dar la bienvenida 
a cualquiera que desee formar parte de la Comisión para planificar 
y coordinar las celebraciones y la decoración de la Iglesia. Comu-
niques con Randy Dennis en randy.dennis1948@gmail.com 

Our Advent Giving 

 
 

December 30 & 31 
YWCA Domestic Abuse Program 

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS: Body wash, 
shampoo, toothpaste, deodorant, hair care products. 
OTHER: Diapers (sizes 3,4,5,6), babywipes, twin 
sheets, blankets, towels, gift cards. 

 

Nuestras ofrendas de 

Adviento 

30 y 31 de diciembre 
Programa de abuso doméstico de la 

YWCA 
ARTÍCULOS DE CUIDADO PERSONAL: Gel de baño, 
champú, pasta de dientes, desodorante, productos para el 
cuidado del cabello. 
OTROS: Pañales (tallas 3,4,5,6), toallitas húmedas, sábanas 
para camas individuales, mantas, toallas, tarjetas de regalo. 

 

Place your donations in the “totes” 
provided in the back of church 
 

Coloque sus donaciones en las “bolsas” 
proporcionadas en la parte trasera de la 

iglesia. 

Our deepest grati-

tude goes to Geary 

North, who gra-

ciously stepped in 

during these months 

when we didn’t have 

a maintenance per-

son. Geary’s last 

day will be Decem-

ber 31.  Rob Yoder will then take over. 

Thank you for everything, Geary.  You 

are heaven sent. 

 

Nuestro profundo agradecimiento va a 

Geary North. Él nos apoyo en estos me-

ses que no tuvimos a una personal de 

mantenimiento.  Rob Yoder se quedara a 

cargo.  Mil gracias por todo Geary. 

mailto:randy.dennis1948@gmail.com
mailto:randy.dennis1948@gmail.com
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  St. Joseph Staff  
 

Office Hours:                                Monday-Friday 8:30-4:00 

Phone:    269 343-6256 

email:     office.stjoekal@gmail.com 

 

Pastor                Fr. Leo Cartagena Franco 

Leocafra.stjoekal@gmail.com  269-343-6256 
 

Deacon    Deacon John Ryder 

john.ryder.215@gmail.com (269) 270-5885 
 

Deacon    Deacon Timothy Kistka 

dcn.timkistka@gmail.com  (517) 617-6513 
 

Office Manager/Bookkeeper Myrna Phillips 

myrna.stjoekal@gmail.com 269 343-6256 

bookkeeper936.stjoekal@gmail.com    
 

Parish Secretary   Alicia Acevedo 

alicia.stjoekal@gmail.com  (269) 343-6256  
 

Safe Environment Coordinator  Pat Dent  

patd.stjoekal@gmail.com  269 343-6256 
 

Bulletin Editor    Lynn North  

Lynn.stjoekal@gmail.com  269 343-6256 
 

Director of Music and Liturgy Sara Emerson McGarvey 

music.stjoekal@gmail.com 734-576-1183 
 

Dir. of Religious Education Luza Mastache 

religiouseducation.stjoekal@gmail.com 269 343-6256 
 

Youth Ministry Director   Luza Mastache 

religiouseducation.stjoekal@gmail.com 269 343-6256 
 

Maintenance & Groundskeeper Geary North 

maint.stjoekal@gmail.com 269 343-6256 

We now have a PaperGator  
 

You can help the environment 
and the parish by bringing your 
paper to recycle.    

We can earn a penny a pound for the following 

products: 

 Newspaper, catalogs and magazines 

 Phone books, hard & soft cover books 

 School/office paper & shredded paper 

 Paperboard (cereal box types) 

 Corrugated cardboard 12”x12” or smaller 

 

Not accepted:  plastic, metal, 

garbage, frozen food boxes, 

cardboard larger than 12”x12” 
 

If we each do a little,  

together we can do a LOT! 

Harding’s shoppers, 
you can have St. Joseph 
Church benefit from your 
purchases. Sign up at the 
customer service desk for 
a percentage of your pur-
chases to be donated to St. Joseph’s.  It isn’t a lot, 
but each month the parish gets a check from Har-
ding’s.   

Last quarter, received a check for 
$258.00!!  Think of 100 households did this, or 
200!  What an easy way to increase your offering to 
the parish! 

St. Joseph Food Pantry is open M,T,W, from 11:30-1:30 
pm, serving families referred by Loaves & Fishes and 
walk-in clients from the neighborhood. 

We are very grateful for your ongoing support! Winter  
is almost here, and we know that chili and soups will be 
most welcome items.  Cake and brownie mixes are al-
ways wanted.  Please consider adding a few of these to 
your next shopping list. 

Thank you to all who regularly donate items, and those 
who can only do this once in a while. May God bless 
you always! ¡Estamos buscando más lectores para la misa de la 

1pm! comuníquese con la oficina si desea ser parte 

del grupo de lectores.  
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Mass and Contact Information 

Council chairpersons 
Parish Council   Scott Morris, 269-251-7965 
Finance Council Carl Deering, 269-353-0664 
Liturgy commission  Randy Dennis, 269-312-7165 
 
Ministries of the Parish 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

 FACEBOOK & WEBSITE (stjosephkalamazoo.org ) 

Would you like to join  Our Parish? 
If you would like to enroll, change your address, or simply have ques-

tions about our parish, please fill out the form below and drop it in the 

collection basket or mail it to the Church office:  

   936 Lake St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001  

                Name_________________________________________ 

                  Address________________________________________ 

                   City/Zip________________________________________ 

                  Phone_________________________________________ 

O    I would like to enroll as an active member. 

O    Please change my address to the one shown above. 

O    I would like to learn more about school/parish activities. 

O    I would like to learn more about the Catholic faith. 

O    I would like to offer the name of a homebound or ill Catholic who 

is not currently being visited:_________________________. 

O    I would like to speak with a priest about a vocation to the priest-

hood or religious life. 

LANGUAGE FOR REPORTING SEXUAL MISCONDUCT: 

The Diocese of Kalamazoo has and will continue to 
cooperate with the Michigan Attorney General’s in-
vestigations and encourages anyone with infor-
mation related to misconduct to call the reporting 
number set up by the Michigan Attorney General’s 
office at: (844) 324-3374 

SAVE on your TAXES! 
 

Catholic Gift Annuity to benefit your parish is a generous 
expression of your support for God’s work on this earth. The 
Catholic Foundation of SW Michigan Catholic Gift Annui-
ties are now available through a program offered by the 
Catholic Church Extension Society. By taking out a Catholic 
Gift Annuity you may be eligible able for a charitable tax 
deduction, receive fixed payments for life and leave a legacy 
to your parish.  To learn how you can join thousands of Cath-
olics who invest in the future of the Catholic Church, please 
email Keith Tharp at ktharp@diokzoo.org or call 269-349-
8714 ext. 1351 and tell him you want to establish an annuity 
to support your parish. 
 

 

The Diocese of Kalamazoo will host the annual Men’s 
Cursillo Weekend, February 22-25, 2023, at the beauti-
ful Amigo Center in Sturgis Michigan.  This is a great 
opportunity for all of us Catholics to Spiritually Renew 
our Faith. The weekend is geared to those over 18 years 
of age.  Come, and encounter Christ! Please visit 

https://kalamazoocursillo.com/womens-weekend  

  for more information.  Please feel free to 
  contact Angela Martin, 269-208-5192 
  with any questions regarding the week- 
     end or Cursillo.  

mailto:ktharp@diokzoo.org
https://kalamazoocursillo.com/womens-weekend

