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Andrik Delgado
Andréa García
Aylín  León Torres
Dana Nava
Garret Laabs
Grecia Ramírez Sandoval
Jacqueline Morales
Jenny Morales

José Salazar
Leonel González
Madeline Root
Makaila Almaguer
Nátaly Areli Gervacio
Nathan Buchmann
Nick Marlow
Nicole Vega

CONFIRMATION • JUNE 2019

Víctor Gonzalez
Katherine Blomeke
Araceli Rodríguez-Ruiz
Jesús González
Zulema Hernández
Sergio Mejía Cabrera
Darío Casta˜eda Rojo
Mayra Trujillo García

Alphabetical list of those confirmed by Bishop Bradley at June 8, 2019 Mass in St. Joseph Church
top center Msgr. Michael Hazard, Bishop Paul Bradley and Fr. Andrew Razkowski
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION - May 18, 2019

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION - May 19, 2019

Alphabetical order by last name
Brizeida Aguilera
Aylin Amanda Rodas Antonio
Hannah Bippley
Kevin Buckley
Liana Decence
Edgar Giovanni Medina
Izabella Mu˜oz
Khethiwe Nyirenda
Bryce Richards
Nina Root
Janine Sandoval
Amani Ruby Toliver
Jared Tule
Alexander Torres Vargas

Alphabetical order by first name 
Abraham Alexis Pérez 
Alejandra Asbéury 
Brittany Pérez 
Diego Nonato 
Elías Galván 
Jacob Morales 
Jessica Vásquez 
Lizbeth Moreno Salvador 
Mariana Vega 
Moisés Duran 
Ximena Ocana 
Yadhira Sandoval 
Yamílet Bello-Tomax 
Yareli Velázquez-Martínez 
Yasmín Pérez

Alejandro Rodríguez
Alíson Arvídez Martínez
Anayeli Alexandra Díaz
Daniel Ávila-Mendiola
Déstiny Ramírez
Eduardo Vázquez

Évelyn Núnez
Gary Querrer
Henry Ramírez
Janet Andrere
Jaíro Torres
Jacqueline Hernandez

Jocelín Morno Salvador
Judy Andrere
Kaia Jirkens
Leandro Garcia Licon
Linda Lizbeth Torres López

• The following children were being prepared for First Holy Communion--alphabetical by first name

Lisbeth Moreno Salvador
Sergio Vázquez
Xochitl Gone
Xiomara Haag
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(EMHCHB)*
A Special Ministry to Our Parishioners

*Eucharistic Ministry of Holy Communion to the Home Bound

On Thursday, May 30th the Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion to the Home Bound 
(EMHCHB) from St. Joseph Parish met for the 3rd time. We meet every six months and take a little 
time for ourselves to reflect on our ministry and to share with one another.

L-R: Mary Mero, Pat Dent, Donita Simmons, 
Pat Barrett

L-R: Graciela Valdez, Jan Cady, Ray and 
Lucy Aguirre, Fr. Andrew in background.

L-R: Jennifer Blackburn, Sr. Maureen Metty, 
Janice Kistka, Paul Lawson

L-R: Chris Pabreza, Mike Howard, Dave 
and Lun Schrepper
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It is a special ministry and I offer a great big 
THANK YOU to those of you who give of your 
time to give of yourselves.  You are very special 
people and I am proud to call you ‘FRIENDS.’ 
I also want to thank Janice Kistka for the 
great food.  Giving of your time and talents to 
COOK (as Monsignor said) is a gift we all can 
appreciate.  Thank you, Janice

If you take Holy Communion to others; if you 
have questions; if you know of someone who 
needs to have Holy Communion brought to 
them; if you would like to assist in taking Holy 
Communion to others, please do not hesitate 
to contact me through the parish office.   

-----Deacon Tim Kistka 

Our get together allows us to build unity 
among our group members and to create 
friendships.  We have the chance to talk as we 
enjoy a wonderful meal together.  We have 
the opportunity to share stories about our 
adventures and sometimes misadventures.  
We laugh as we remember the many 
memorable moments and we pray as we 
remember those who have gone home to God.  
But most of all we reflect on the importance 
and joy that comes from bringing Jesus to 
those who are unable to attend Mass on a 
regular basis. Those we visit are scattered 
throughout the area, from Galesburg and 
Scotts to Mattawan; from Portage to North 
of St Augustine.  We visit many who are in their 
homes and also many different care facilities.  

(EMHCHB) Continued from page 3

LEGION of MARY at St. Joseph Parish

A Brief History of the Legion of Mary

The first Praesidium of the Legion of Mary was  formed on 
September 7, 1921 by Fr. Michael Toher in the Diocese of 
Dublin in Ireland. Later Frank Dudd and a group of Catrholic 
women guided the worldwide extension of the Legion until his 
death November 7, 1980. 

The object of the Legion of Mary is to give God glory through 
reciting the rosary, other developed prayers and actions.

Rita Redmond started the Mary Spouse of St. Joseph Praesidium, at St 
Joseph parish with the approval of the Bishop in the mid ‘60s. Two 
original members were Helen Cloney and Mary Starbuck.

The Legionaires meet weekly with two of those meetings being Mass or 
Communion services at Wyndam or Directors Hall. 

Longtime member 
Roxanne Reisterer 
is currently at The 
Heritage Community.

Some faithful Legion of Mary members pictured here are
Deann Miller, Georgia Dann and Mary Mero.
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It is our pleasure to introduce to you 
Sister Yurany Henao Zuluaga 

(yoo-RAH-nee, EH-now, zoo-loo-AH-gah) 
Sr. Yurany joined us as Pastoral Associate here at St. 
Joseph Church on June 6.
     Sr. Yurany, along with sisters 
Maryud Cortez, Yuliana Rua, 
and Maria Eugenia Gómez is a 
member of the community of 
Las Hermanas Siervas del Divinu 
Espíritu (Missionary Servants 
of the Divine Spirit), an order 
based in Columbia. Five years 
ago they established a house in 
the Kalamazoo Diocese with the 
help of the Catholic Extension 
Society. Since the five-year grant  
funding their house expires this 
year, Bishop Bradley has asked 
parishes to make it possible  
for these wonderful sisters to 
continue their work in our diocese.
     Bishop Bradley hopes that the establishment 
of this community of sisters in southwest Michigan 
will be a catalyst for increased lay involvement 
and participation, and will encourages religious 
vocations.
     She will continue to live with her community 
in Bangor, but she will be here daily, often in the 
evenings, helping us with pastoral ministry to 
Spanish-speaking families. This includes leadership 
formation, pastoral visits to families, evangelization 
and developing evangelization teams, and helping 
to bridge the English and Spanish language 
communities. We have a 3 year agreement in place 
with periodic evaluation of our goals to determine 
what is working best.
     As a native of Columbia, Sr. Yurany fluently 
speaks Spanish. Earlier this year, she studied English 
in Madison, Wisconsin, (similar to what Fr. Andrew 
did in Mexico for Spanish). She still needs some 
practice, so we are looking for someone to spend a 
couple hours a week with her in conversation to
practice English while she is here. Sr. Yurany is 
looking forward to meeting parishioners in the 
vestibule on weekends following Mass.

     Please join us in Welcoming
     Sr. Yurany to St. Joseph parish!

WE WELCOME SISTER YURANY! 
Es un placer presentarles a la hermana Yurany
Henao Zuluaga. La Hna. Yurany se unió a St. Joseph 
como Asociada Pastoral de la iglesia el pasado 6 de 
junio del 2019.

Sor Yurany, junto con las hermanas 
Maryud Cortez, Yuliana Rua, y 
Maria Eugenia Gómez, pertenecen 
a la orden de Las Hermanas 
Siervas del Divino Espíritu (Siervas 
Misioneras del Espíritu Divino), 
una orden con sede en Colombia. 
Hace cinco años establecieron 
una casa en la Diócesis Kalamazoo 
con la ayuda de la Sociedad para 
la Extensión Católica.Dado que 
el subsidio de cinco años termina 
este año, el obispo Bradley ha 
pedido a las parroquias que hagan 
posible que esta maravillosas 
hermanas continúen con su trabajo 
en nuestra diócesis. 

     El Obispo Bradley tiene la esperanza de que esta 
comunidad de Hermanas, sea un catalizador para 
que haya mayor participación y para atraer a laicos, 
además de fomentar las vocaciones religiosas. 
Por lo tanto, estamos felices de anunciar que la 
Hermana Yurany se ha unido a nuestro equipo aquí 
en San José.
      Ella continuará viviendo con su comunidad en 
Bangor, pero estará aquí todos los días, a menudo 
por las tardes, ayudándonos con el ministerio 
pastoral para las familias de habla hispana. Esto 
incluye formación de liderazgo, visitas pastorales a 
las familias, evangelización, y ayudando a unir a las 
comunidades anglo e hispanoparlantes. Tenemos un 
acuerdo de tres años con evaluaciones periódicas 
para analizar los objetivos y determinar lo que 
funciona mejor.
     Como nativa de Colombia, la Hna. Yurany habla 
fluidamente Español . A principios de este año, 
empezó a estudiar inglés en Madison, Wisconsin, 
(similar a lo que el Padre Andrew hizo en México 
para aprender español). Ella todavía necesita algo 
de práctica, por lo que estamos buscando a alguien 
que pase un par de horas a la semana con ella en 
conversación para practicar el inglés mientras ella 
está aquí.
 

Por favor demos a la Hna. Yurany una cordial  
bienvenida a la parroquia de San José
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OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE’S GARDEN 
BECOMES A REALITY

   Roses have long 
been connected to 
the Blessed Mother. 
The word rosary 
comes from the Latin 
word “rosarium” 
meaning “rose 
garden.” Fr. Andrew 
knew that roses and 
a statue of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe would 
be perfect in our 
courtyard, and in the 
three years he has 
been with us, he’s 
spoken often of that 
wish to others. 
And so it finally 
happened!             

On June 21st, he joined a 
group of parishioners to 
create what he envisioned.
   
With the generosity of Patty 
and Grant Mitchell, Brian, 
Michelle, Jacob, and Nate 
Buchmann, Paul Lawson, 
and Pat Schrum who gave 
of their time, and others who 
gave financial gifts and new 
rose bushes, Fr. Andrew 
has seen his plan come to 
fruition.
   Fr. Andrew may be leaving 
us for another parish, but he 
will always be a part of us as 
we visit this new garden to 
meditate, pray, or perhaps to 
say a rosary.

Fr. Andrew Raczkowski - in his dream garden

Photo and copy credits to 
Pat Schrum
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world to invite others to come to the 
table themselves. Our Catholic faith 
teaches us that the three persons of 
the Holy Trinity are co-equal, that 
they are consubstantial (that is, of 
the same essence), and that they are 
co-eternal. The persons of the Trinity 
empower each other and they are 
equally and fully present in every 
act of God whether it be an act of 
creating or an act of redeeming or 
an act making holy. One person 
of the Trinity was not created by 
another. They just are, and always
have been and always will be. Some 
people argue that the mystery of the 
Trinity is too much to get our minds 
around. The Trinity though is not a 
problem for our minds to solve, but 
a relationship for us to be drawn 
into and to savor. If relationships 
are at the core of who God is, then, 
for those who accept the invitation 
to the table, relationships are 
meant to be our core business too. 
We are not meant to be isolated 
believers or private disciples. The 
degree to which we understand 
today’s feast will be shown in the 
care we take in our many and varied 
relationships be they social, intimate, 
professional, civic, or international. 
Most of us (maybe all of us) would 
be uncomfortable trying to explain 
the mystery of the Holy Trinity. But 
most of us too (maybe all of us) 
have had experiences that can help 
open our minds and hearts to begin 
to imagine and to believe that the 
relationship and table of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit is 
the best place we could ever hope 
to be drawn to and that it holds the 
power to change us. We may have 
witnessed people who forgive others 
in ways that impact us profoundly, or 
people who do something especially 
good for others without asking for 
anything in return, or people who 
make most everyone they meet feel 
welcome and special and cared for.                                                       

We can begin to imagine what 
life might be like in a world where 
human relationships are becoming 
like the inner life of God. We can 
imagine a world where we speak 
the truth to each other gently and 
respectfully; where we share from 
our abundance with those who 
have nothing; where understanding 
takes the place of retribution; and 
where every life is treasured and 
welcomed to their place at the table. 
Through faith and baptism and 
living out the life that God calls us 
to, there is a place for us at God’s 
table, a place that holds the power 
to transform us and to draw us into 
communion with God and with one 
another. As I close, I would like to 
draw our attention to the gesture 
in which we most often invoke the 
Trinity. What is that gesture? It is 
not by accident that in our Catholic 
tradition the usual moment we 
invoke the Trinity is when we make 
the sign of the cross. The cross is 
central to this gesture. There is a 
cost for living out this relationship 
with God in our daily lives. Every 
time we profess the Trinity in this 
way, we recommit ourselves to die
to self so that God’s saving love 
may be realized for everyone, 
everywhere. We recommit ourselves 
to God’s kind of love and that 
we might be empowered to 
be exemplars of what’s best in 
redeemed human nature and
exemplars of what happens when a 
person accepts the invitation to take 
their place at God’s table.

(Many of the thoughts and ideas and 
words presented in this homily are 
owing to Fr. Richard Leonard SJ
from his book: What Are We Hoping 
For?)

There is a famous icon of the Holy   
Trinity that was created by a Russian 
artist named Andrei Rublev in the 
middle of the fourteenth century. 
There is much that can be said 
about the icon and it would be 
worthwhile for anyone to spend 
a little time viewing and reading 
about and praying with Rublev’s 
icon of the Holy Trinity which can 
easily be found through a quick 
internet search. For today though, 
there is one aspect of the icon that 
I particularly want to bring to your 
attention. In the icon, the three 
persons of the Holy Trinity are 
seated around three sides of a table. 
The fourth side of the table, the side 
facing the viewer in the lower half of 
the icon is open. The implication is 
that there is an open seat at God’s 
banquet table and that the exchange 
of love happening at the table is 
open to anyone who wishes to come 
to join the banquet. That open side 
of the table is the aspect of the 
icon that I wanted to bring to your 
attention. On this special feast day 
when we celebrate the Holy Trinity, 
a most important aspect of the feast 
is to praise and recognize God for 
who and what God is at the core. 
Relationships are at the very center 
of who God is. Self-giving love is at 
the very center of who God is. We 
are invited to the open side of the 
table to encounter and commune 
with the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit, to be changed, to 
learn how much we are loved, to 
be nourished and strengthened 
and to take that love out into our 

Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 
HOMILY by Deacon John Ryder - 6/16/19
Revisited by request from a parishioner



LOOKING AROUND AT ST. JOSEPH CHURCH
Our Parish Church, St. Joseph Catholic Church here in Kalamazoo, is home to not 
only a very prayerful environment for worship, but also home to many beautiful 
works of art.
     Sadly we sometimes neglect the opportunity to look closely at and to
appreciate more fully the works around the interior of our church.
     Parish Pride will be presenting highlights on the last page of future issues. 
Photography credit for all images to Geary North.

This month’s window is the large one in the 
balcony, featuring St. Cecilia. We hope you will 
take a closer look at this window sometime. 
Because the choir was normally situated in 
the balcony at the time our church was built, 
this window, in honor of the patron saint of 
musicians, was located in the balcony. 
   
(Sr. Mary Catherine Fodrocy) was told by an 
artist that the Munich Studios in Germany, who 
created our stained glass windows, were famous 
for their St. Cecilia windows, and that they 
always made these windows slightly different 
each time, so our window is unique.  

Cecilia is seated at a keyboard, with what looks 
like pipes from a pipe organ directly behind her. 
Of course, in Cecilia’s time, organs did not yet 
exist. Note the harp in the circular section at the 
top of the window. Her gown is a deep red, and 
her green cloak is thrown across her seat. There 
appears to be an open book on the table in the 
left foreground. An angel with beautiful blue-
green wings is accompanying Cecilia on a violin. 
The walls and floor are of grey stone, making us 
think of castle walls. This window doesn’t have 
the detail of some of our other windows. Most 
of the detail is concentrated on the organ’s 
keyboard of intricately carved wood.
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