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What Talent We 
Have at St. Joe’s!

Combined Musician 
Members of the Choir 
and the Coro. 

Each entire group or 
smaller groups of
members serve at the 
various events and 
particularly at all
weekend Masses.

Under the
Direction
of the 
Talented
Beth
McElhone

It has been said that 
‘those who sing pray 
twice’.
Our Choir and our 
Coro certainly make 
sung prayer a 
beautiful addition to 
our weekly 
celebrations!



Even More Talent

Ricardo, Luza, Mateo and Natalia Icaza Coro Concert Group with Beth

Lou Irwin, Beth, McElhone, Ron 
Welch and Larry Friggo

Soloist, Larry Frigo Soloist--------- Margie Dusek

Soloist, Mary VanTassel

Soloist, Laura Thom-
as

Thanks to 
Beth and 
all of our 
Parish 
Musicians!

2



Prayer can feel a bit confusing if we base 
our approach on achieving predetermined, 
successful outcomes. We may judge 
our efforts as awkwardly inadequate. An 
attentive roomful of women gathered for 
Saturday brunch September 21, 2019 to 
hear Jane Knuth share stories of prayer from 
her book, The Prayer List, and Other True 
Stories of How Families Pray.

Jane reminded us that there are many ways 
to pray while assuring us that we can trust 
God’s accompaniment on our journeys. 
We learned of a St. Joe’s parishioner 
whose adult children no longer attend a 
Catholic church but who are grateful for the 
foundation of prayer they received growing 
up. Jane also shared how her own adult 
daughters still ask for prayers and still recite
“There are four corners to my bed, There 
are four angels at my head, Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John, Bless the bed that I lie on.” 
And, we heard the story of a woman, named 
Barb, who promised Jane she would say a 
“Hail Mary” for her for the rest of her life. 

All prayer increases our awareness of God’s 
loving presence in our lives and strengthens 
relationships. It helps us let go of trying to 
control everything and everyone in our lives. 
Prayerful, quiet listening fills us in ways beyond 
our imaginations. And, our intercessory prayers 
for others can be a powerful gift.

Thank you, Jane!

(Thanks to Karen Williams who submitted this article and  
to those who shared photo and tech support in 
this issue.)

Women’s Brunch with Presentation 
by Author Jane Knuth of Our Parish
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    Sister Yurany leading prayer
      with a group in church

    Blessing of Catechists
      plus some classroom groups

“About 3 months ago we started meeting  at 
7:30 pm  in the church to pray the Holy Rosary 
in Spanish. If you want to join us, you are 
cordially invited. We also have the adoration 
of the most holy the first Wednesday of each 
month at the same time. We have this 
opportunity to have a personal encounter 
with Jesus.”

We will wait for you!
       — Sr. Yurany

“With great joy we begin catechesis for the 
parents of children who participate in religious 
education. The group is made up of 6 catechists 
who are carrying out this project with great 
dedication and effort and we have had 3 days of 
catechesis classes and parents have responded 
very positively. Those who are participating in 
catechesis are approximately 20 parents.
It is very important to grow in the faith and to 

become strong Christians to transmit the values 
of the gospel with conviction and joy to our 
children and young people, since they are the 
present and the future of our Catholic Church. 
Help us with your prayers so that God’s presence 
can transform families and they can be a sign of 
hope in today’s world.”

Blessings!
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Fr. Antony Rajesh blessed  our 
English catechists and Spanish 
catechists at Masses on Catechetical 
Sunday, September 15, 2019.



ARIMATHEANS provide a parish family presence 
and support at funerals in our church. At a time 
when families are grieving the loss of a loved one, 
the presence of parish family members at the 
funeral can be a great comfort. Sometimes guests 
of the family aren’t Catholic and may feel uncom-
fortable not knowing responses. The Arimatheans 
help to ease any discomfort by their participation.

The name is derived from Joseph of Arimathea 
who buried Jesus.

BEFRIENDERS’ MINISTRYreaches out to members 
of the parish in their time of grief through notes and 
personal contact. BeFrienders let the grieving 
person know that the parish is there to help them 
get through their difficult time following a death or 
major life change (health issues, unemployment, 
divorce, etc). 

An annual prayer service is held each November in 
memory of those who have died during the year. 
New volunteers are needed and training for new 
volunteers is offered.

Got some questions?

Volunteers are always welcome to assist with these works of mercy for others.

What 
is an

ARIMATHEAN?!

What 
are 

BEFRIENDERS 
and what do they do?

I have the opportunity each week to bring the 
Eucharist (Jesus) to two women who are homebound. 
Mary is 96 years young, lives alone, and is fortunate 
to have four loving children who stop by to make 
sure her needs are met. In the cold weather she 
finds her days long and confined. I never hear Mary 
complain. She only has hope that she might continue 
to remain in her home until it is time to go to be with 
her husband, James, who has passed. Mary always 
seems to have a special message to share and this 
one day was no exception. Our conversation took us 
to the birds that come to her birdfeeders daily. Mary 
shared that she had just finished cleaning her sliding 
glass doors when a little bird ran right into the glass. 
She heard a loud…THUD….and turned to look, only 
to find a bird lifeless on her deck. She wondered 
what happened and quickly opened the sliding door. 
She wondered if the bird had died and thought that 
maybe if she brought the bird in the warm house it 
might help. She picked it up while cupping it in her 
hand with the other hand blanketing it. She just knew 
the bird had died. It was lifeless. Raising the bird 
to her mouth she breathed on it. She said, “When I 
breathed on it its head moved oh so gently and so 
I brought it to my mouth and breathed on it again. 
This time, it lifted its head off my hand. I knew it 
was helping it come to life. Like mouth to mouth 
resuscitation,” as she laughed. 

“Then, oh so gently I set it back on the ground. It 
slowly began to stand up on those little legs. It was 
pretty wobbly. I went inside very slowly. I prayed to 
God to help the little fellow. When I shut the door I 
turned and looked. The little bird appeared to look at 
me. I think he was happy and then…. it flew away.”

Mary shared with me that for the first time in a long 
time she felt that she had a purpose. So often she 
feels that people are always helping her. God used 
her in that moment to save that little bird’s life. “I was 
able to breathe on it and that little bird lived and God 
gave me a special gift. He used me to help that bird. 
Sometimes I sit here with nothing to do. I guess God 
finds something for us. I felt I had a purpose. It was a 
wonderful feeling,” she said, as she teared up.

Emmanuel… ‘God with us’. I hope that I never lose 
sight of how God continues to work in, around, and
through us daily. More than this, I pray to remember 
that this gift is not only for some of us, but rather 
for all of us. Sometimes the greatest trial of aging 
and of illness is the feeling of helplessness. Jesus 
is the one who is able to reconcile all of us, and 
to bring us into communion. The Eucharist is the 
gift of communion. For those of who are able to 
bring that communion to others, it is a gift that 
continues to give back.

Ministry of the Homebound is a Gift -- Sr. Maureen Metty 
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Recently our dear friend Bishop Dominic 
from Lodwar, Kenya in Africa visited our 
parish. (He thinks of St. Joseph Church as 
his American home!) He shared a video of 
the great needs of the thousands of people in 
his diocese in Lodwar.  
Through the generosity of many during this 
visit and throughout the years, he gratefully 
can return home with funding to help his 
ministry.
    Thank you and bless you for your 
continued support! 6



Advent is Coming Soon
History of our current Advent Wreath

Previous to our church renovation we used to use the tall candle 
holders that are now around the altar. We placed them on the 
steps and put a seven foot wreath around them at the base of the 
candles. Of course this took up a lot of space.
After the renovation was finished in 2004 it was decided that we 
no longer had the space for such a large wreath, besides the fact 
that the candle holders were now in regular use around the altar. 
We needed a smaller Advent wreath.

After discussing this in a Liturgy Commission meeting we got a 
general idea of size and that they wanted to use some large seven 
day vigil globes as the candles. Geary North took this information 
and came up with the new design and made the structure needed. 

The globe diameter determined the size of the tubes to hold 
them. The tubes were cut to two different heights so the candles 
in front would not hide the ones in the back. The top then was
angled like the seven foot wreath was when it was on the steps. 
The PVC tubes were the perfect size and internal diameter to hold 
the globes. Pieces of 2 X 4 were cut down to fit snuggly inside the 
tubes for the purpose of holding the candle globes to the proper 
height. The supporting members (pictured at right) were
angled to not only hold the tubes together, but to also hold a 
small wreath in place at an angel to match the angle of the candle 
tops. The PVC was wrapped with contact paper that matched the 
church furniture. The result when done was unique. 
When the wreath is on the assembly it made the candle tubes look 
like they were freestanding. To keep this appearance no base was 
added to the structure. $20.00 in materials to make. The candles 
were more expensive than the assembly.

In 2018 we decided to use large candles instead of the globes. When the candles in the globes 
burned down, the flames were not as easy to see through the globes. It was hard to tell when they 
were actually lit. The appearance of the large candles looks really nice and the candle flames show 
up when lit. Beth McElhone has been looking out for toppers for these candles that are affordable. 
That is not an easy task, so for now they will not have toppers. Maybe sometime in the future they 
will. Without them we are not sure at this point if the candles will burn down evenly without dripping 
down the sides or leaving rings of tall un-melted wax around the flames. Time will tell.

Take a look at the Advent wreath during the short Advent season to appreciate the unique one we 
have in our church.
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LOOKING AROUND AT ST. JOSEPH CHURCH
   Our Parish, St. Joseph Catholic Church in Kalamazoo, is home to not only a very prayerful    
environment for worship, but also home to many beautiful works of art.
   Sadly we sometimes neglect the opportunity to look closely at and to appreciate more fully
the works around the interior of our church.
   Parish Pride will be presenting highlights on the last page of future issues. 
   Photography credit for all images to Geary North.

This month’s window is located in the cry room, in the 
back of church just inside the side door and to your 
immediate left.  If you haven’t been in this room with 
a noisy child, or noticed the window as you passed by, 
please take a moment to really appreciate this beautiful 
window.

Jesus is depicted giving the key to the kingdom of 
heaven to Peter, making him the head of the Church here 
on earth.  Papal authority is based on this incident from 
the Gospels.

Notice the rich colors in all of the 
clothing. Their robes all look too grand 
to belong to simple fishermen.  Vibrant 
shades of reds, blues, greens, and 
oranges fill the picture.  The sky is a 
beautiful shade of light blue. 

Jesus is holding the key in his right 
hand, and his left hand is extended up 
[in blessing or admonition?].  Peter is on 
one knee, in a pose that looks to me like 
he is asking “Me, Lord?  I’m not worthy.”  
In the background are three other 
men, presumably the Apostles Andrew, 
James, and John.  John is traditionally 
the only Apostle without a beard.  Many 
passages in the Gospels have Jesus 
spending special time with these four 
men.

They appear to be standing on a 
walkway paved with stone.  There is a 
grand building in the background which 
looks like a medieval castle.  Perhaps 
this was supposed to represent the 
Jewish Temple.  To the left of the picture 
are several sheep.  Jesus told parables 
about sheep and shepherds, and is 
called the Lamb of God, but I have no 
idea why they were included in this 
window.

The window was donated by the Holy 
Name Society.  While I have heard 
of this society, I don’t know what it’s 
function was in the parish.  If you have 
some information on the Holy Name 
Society, please call the Parish Office 
at 343-6256.  Thank you! 
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