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Thanks to those who contributed to pictures for this issue of Parish Pride: 

Dave and Donna Barry, Jill Barry and Mary Mero 
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Christmas 2019 
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Decorating for Christmas 
We thank the many volunteers of all 

ages who helped decorate. We also 

thank our decoration designer Lou 

Irwin who has the ideas and plans for 

us to work from. 

Mary VanTassel & Lou Irwin 
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On December 12 we celebrate with great joy and 

devotion the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. It 

started at 6:00 am and consisted of praying the ho-

ly rosary and a serenata to the Virgin Mary. We 

also had the Eucharistic celebration of mass 

at 6:00 pm in the gym. Afterward we gath-

ered with around 350 people to share deli-

cious food, dances, and different cultural 

points. 

GUADALUPE  
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On December 15th we begin Las Posadas. Las Posadas, or 
“The Inns,” is a common novena celebration in Hispanic 
communities during the nine days before Christmas that 
commemorates the journey of Mary and Joseph from 

Nazareth to Bethlehem and their search for refuge. Its origins stretch back hundreds of years in Mexico. Las 
Posadas consists of praying the holy rosary, a biblical reflection, a moment of prayer, piñatas and food ending 
on December 23rd as a preparation for the birth of the child Jesus. Every day of the Posada was hosted by one 
or several families, who with a lot of creativity and joy shared a typical dish of the region with the community.  

 
Thank you to all the 
families and to all who 
participated every day 
of this nice tradition. 

Posadas 
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Saturday December 14, we the missionary sisters, servants of the divine spirit, 

had a women’s retreat with the participation of 215 women from different par-

ishes. The subject of the retreat was the healing of self-esteem in women. This 

event was sponsored by the Hispanic Ministry of the Kalamazoo Diocese. We 

are hoping this year (2020) we can have a retreat for men, who with their 

availability and service helped us make this event a success. 

God bless all those who made this wonderful retreat possible! 

Women’s Retreat 
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Beth’s Retirement Party 

Bill McElhone (Beth’s brother) 
Diane Delach 

Emcee Deacon Tim Kistka 

Marianne Houston 

Tony Gross 

Laurie Simmons & Judy Smith 
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Some of the many volunteers 

Trio of Geary North, Rick Johnson & Margery Dusek 

Icaza Family 

Greeters Char Manion & Patti Staib 

CORO 

Choir 
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Reflections by Beth McElhone 
December 2019 

How in the world did I ever arrive at this stage of 

life, preparing for retirement after nearly 36 years as 

Director of Liturgy & Music at St. Joseph Catholic 

Church? It seems like just a heartbeat ago that I was 

a young woman with a six-month old baby son, in-

terviewing for what I thought would be a short-term 

job. Fast forward more than three decades, and I now 

see that God had a definite plan for me & Elliot... to 

stay in Kalamazoo and create a beautiful, supportive 

and loving family with all of you at St. Joseph's par-

ish. 

I was so afraid I had taken on more than I might be 

able to handle but the people of St. Joseph's all 

opened their arms and hearts to me (and Elliot) and 

gave me all the encouragement and support I needed 

to succeed. It worked ... because l never left! It 

would take volumes to list everyone who helped me 

and Elliot in so many ways over all these years, but I 

can truthfully say: "I could not have made it without 

you!" 

In all the years that I have served at our parish, it has 

never stopped amazing me how kind and generous 

the people of St. Joseph's are. Even through transi-

tion periods (I have served under four bishops and 

several pastors), we were able to keep the spirit of 

our parish positive and inclusive. I have especially 

enjoyed and been proud of the music program I 

helped to build at St. Joseph's, including the Angel 

choir, Children's Choir, Adult Choir, Guitar Group 

and Coro, as well as the joint music initiatives in the 

Diocese of Kalamazoo. I felt honored to be leading 

you in worship through music, and you inspired me 

to compose several songs that have been used to 

comfort and uplift many others. 

It was my particular joy to be able to serve with Fr. 

Mike Hazard during his 28 years as Pastor at St. Jo-

seph's. We had an amazing connection while cele-

brating the Lord together at Masses, weddings, fu-

nerals, quinceañeras, anniversaries, graveside ser-

vices, Diocese events and so many unique and mean-

ingful activities. A highlight was creating two beau-

tiful music CDs with Fr. Mike (and later the choir 

and Bishop Dominic) at Brown & Brown Studio in 

the 1990s. 

Working with youth to encourage them to sing and 

praise with music has been another personal favorite. 

I loved seeing their smiling faces and hearing them 

perform their songs so proudly. Hopefully, they took 

away some happy memories too. 

My sincere wish is that St. Joseph's Parish will con-

tinue to thrive, and that music will always be a sig-

nificant part of the worship there. As I enter a new, 

and hopefully slower paced, stage of my life, I feel 

blessed to have served as Director of Liturgy & Mu-

sic at St. Joseph's for all these years and I pray for all 

of you that you will remember our time together 

fondly and carry on, praising God with beautiful 

songs and music. And never fear, I have already 

agreed to do a few weddings in 2020 here at St. 

Joe's....so, I will be around.   

 

Thank you all for your love and support. It has been 

a GIFT to me! 
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Our New Music Director 
Dan Hurst is our new music director. He currently lives in Muskegon and is temporarily 

commuting here. Dan is a passionate musician who sings in multiple styles and plays the 

organ, piano, guitar, bass and percussion. Although his position is music director he also 

has a masters degree in liturgy. He worked at St. Francis de Sales and St. Michael the 

Archangel Parishes in Muskegon, Michigan, as director of music and liturgy. He has ex-

perience in other parishes as well. 

Although Dan has only been with us a short time he has had a major impact with his in-

fectious enthusiasm and outgoing personality. The parish musicians love him and he is an 

excellent teacher. We are very fortunate to have landed him here in our parish. 

Feel free to say hi to Dan and you too will find just how graceful and caring a person he 

is. 

WANTED: A computer literate person who is capable and interested in being editor of the Parish 

Pride newsletter. For more information you can talk to Tootie Horn or Geary North or Myrna in the 

parish office. 

Parish Pride staff: Char Manion, Patti Staib, Geary North, Tootie Horn and thank you 

to all the others that contributed information and pictures. We don’t know who took 

the Hispanic event pictures, but your contributions are appreciated. 

Commissioning and 

blessing of all our ministry 

volunteers took place 

during a weekend recently 

at all the masses. Those in 

attendance at any of the 

masses who were involved 

in the various ministries 

were asked to come 

forward. 
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The five stained glass windows down each side of the church depict the Five Joyful 
and Five Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary. The Joyful mystery for the Nativity, the Birth 
of Jesus at Christmas, is the middle window on the east side of the church. 

Move up close and look at the vibrant colors in this window. Notice the richness of 
the material: Mary’s cloak, the blanket Jesus is lying on, the robes of the angels. Look 
particularly at the colors in the angels’ wings. Angel wings are often shown as white or 
gold. These are really beautiful deep colors. 

Joseph is the only person who is in rather drab colors, but notice that deep red, velvet-
looking roses border him! There are also some yellow flowers, maybe buttercups, on the 
left side of the picture.  

Beyond Joseph, you can see the night sky, and in his hand, part of a lantern. The Holy 
Family needed it for light in the stable, especially with a new baby. 

Neither Joseph nor Mary seem to be looking at baby Jesus. Mary seems to be looking 
at the angels, and Joseph… Maybe he’s thinking about the logistics of how he’s going to 
get a new mother and infant back home again! After all, he was a practical man!  

In the background on the right, you can see the ox and donkey. They seem to be look-
ing at the baby. If you look at Jesus closely, you can see the straw around the edges of 
his blanket. Do you see the wheat ears? Is this a clue to the future Eucharist? 

LOOKING AROUND AT ST. JOSEPH CHURCH  
Our Parish, St. Joseph Catholic Church in Kalamazoo, is home to not only a very prayerful 
environment for worship, but also home to many beautiful works of art.  
Sadly we sometimes neglect the opportunity to look closely at and to appreciate more fully 
the works around the interior of our church.  
Parish Pride will be presenting highlights on the last page of future issues.  
Photography credit for all images to Geary North. 

The Birth of the Lord 
This window was donated in 

memory of Edward Cryan. 

In the middle of our east wall you will see the window showing the Presentation in 
the Temple. By Jewish law, 40 days after birth, a woman went to the Temple for 
“purification,” and a first-born male child was presented (given) to the Lord. Observe 
the two birds in Joseph’s hand. There was a required Temple offering for the presenta-
tion. Being poor, Joseph and Mary offered only a pair of turtledoves or two pigeons. 

Joseph’s clothing is rather drab, but notice the rich detail of Jesus’ and Mary’s 
robes. Mary is ahead of Joseph, elevated by two steps. Joseph seems to be watching her 
and the action going on around Jesus. Mary seems to be looking off into space, possibly 
“pondering” the meaning of everything happening to them. 

Notice the infant Jesus. He is supposedly forty days old. The artist takes the liberty 
of making Jesus act much older than any six week old infant because he portrays Jesus 
with his hand raised in blessing.  

While there, Anna and Simeon approached Mary and Joseph, recognizing that Jesus 
was the promised one, the long-awaited Messiah of their people. Luke’s Gospel says 
Anna, a prophetess and very holy woman, was widowed after seven years of marriage. 
She spent all her time praying and fasting, never leaving the Temple. She appears to be 
kneeling in awe of her Savior and his mother. She praised God aloud for his sending of 
the Savior of Israel to all who were there that day. 

Simeon also spoke with Joseph and Mary about Jesus. Simeon was a just and devout 
man, who was filled with the Holy Spirit. God had promised him that he would not die 
until he had seen the “Promised One.” When he saw Jesus, he cried out that now he 
could die, because he had seen the Savior who would save his people. He told Mary her 
soul would be “pierced by a sword,” a prediction of the sadness she would endure. 

The Presentation  
of the Lord 

This window was donated in 

memory of  

Mrs. Ellen Stephenson. 


