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Members of the congregation represent the 
disciples who got their feet washed by Jesus on 
Holy Thursday. At the Easter Vigil the lighting of 
the new fire takes place. The large Easter candle 
is lighted, blessed, and in procession is carried 
to the altar for use throughout the year. Then the 

The Triduum or three special days of Holy Week are the holiest times of the liturgical year for all 
Christians. It begins on Holy Thursday at the commemoration of the Last Supper with Jesus and 
his disciples. Jesus washes the feet of his disciples as an example of humility for us to imitate. On 
Good Friday we commemorate the suffering of Jesus: unimaginable torture and injustice, ending 
with his crucifixion on a cross. This is his ultimate sign of his unending love for all of us. On the 
third day, his Resurrection is indeed a cause for our celebration on EASTER!

congregation processes back into the darkened 
church and they receive tapers to be lighted by 
the new fire. 
At this special Easter Vigil Mass, new members 
are baptised and received into the Catholic faith
community. We welcome them with joy!

(On the last page there are more photos of those receiving their Baptism at the Easter Vigil.)
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Parish Pride staff: Char Manion, Patti Staib, Geary North, Tootie Horn with a special thank you to 
Dave Barry for the numerous photos in this issue.
Deadline is May 15 to submit ideas, articles and photos for the next issue of Parish Pride.
Send to thorn0802@gmail.com or to patti.stjoekal@gmail.com

RCIA Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Inquiring Minds Interested in 

Learning and/or Relearning about the Catholic Faith

Michael Moore (Baptism 4/20/19) with class friends and Deacon Ryder

Deacon John 
Ryder leads the
RCIA class for 
all who are 
interested in 
learning about 
our Catholic 
faith or a bit of 
a refresher.

Regi Bolden Betty Duncan, Denny and Thomas Herrera  Brandon Middleton

This is Fr. Mike Hazard with Dave Schrepper, an RCIA “grad”
from this class who continues to come and learn even more.

The class has other interested people who attend, but on this 
night not all were able to be present.
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Famous St. Joe Fish Fry
Fridays in Lent can be a fun treat 
when coming to the St. Joseph Fish 
Fry to enjoy delelicious food with 
friends from all over the city!

 
Just look at the happy faces!

Can you find Bev Helms
waving at the camera?

But did you hear about the big fight 
at the event??

There were a whole lot of 
battered fish!!

CHEF: Tony Ciluffo, TICKETS: Bill Fry and 
“Coach” Mike McGuigan

FRIES & FISH: Chuck Caswell, Jim Heffernan, and 
Dennis Reist

COLE SLAW and ROLLS: Amy and 
Tim Herrington

DRINKS: Lun and Dave
Schrepper

TAKE OUTS: Paul Lawson and 
Felix Hernandez



Frank Nock, George Mcmillen, 
Jerry Fredericksen, Bernie Steffler, 
Mary Steffler, Celeste Fredericksen, 
Betty McMillen and Marti Nock

Jim Heffernan, Dennis Reist 
and Paul Lawson

Jennifer Shafer, little Evan 
Schafer and Diana Cardosa

Bonnie Heffernan

Harold Cronk, Fr. Andrew, Tracy 
Buck, Tony Ciluffo, Diane 
Cardosa and Evan, Angela Cronk

Pat Schrum, Dave & Lun Schrepper,
Dorothy Withers

Lynn and Geary North, Jan 
Mackay, Deacon Tim Kistka

George and Alta Daleiden

Frank and Toni Gross

Malinda and Ed Frybarger

Teresa Valdez and Liliana
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 S a i n t  J o s e p h ’s



Many of the well-deserved compliments heard at the Table 
of Plenty event were stated in the written note sent by Mary 
Therese Meagher and her husband John Hoek.

Dear St. Joe Angels,
I know this card is a little late, but we had to write to tell you 
all thank you for a spectacuar dinner.   Oh My gosh.
We felt so special beng waited on and doted on all night 
...as soon as we walked in we were “seated,” everyone  had a 
smile(s), the room looked so nice, the St. Joseph table was so 
wonderful, the food was yummy...It was so evident that a lot 
of planning and love went into making the night special for 
everyone who attended. We couldn’t let the evening go without 
a very special thanks to so many very special people !

Beth McElhone, Mary Therese 
Meagher and John Hoek

Linda Massura, Aaron Klok 
and Tom Massura

Mike and Barb Armstrong

Carl and Maureen Rizzuto

Donna Duvall and Katie Jones

Lynda Cutler, Pat, Thea and 
Leonard Wilcox

Dan Barrett and Tony Ciluffo

Lance Ferraro Chris Obreiter, Michael Smith
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Ta b l e  o f  P l e n t y
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St.  Joseph  Parish  STAFF Up Close and Personal
Monsignor Michael D. Hazard, Pastor St. Joseph Church “Father 
Mike” was Assistant Pastor here in the 1970s and then returned 
as Pastor in 1991. The church renovation and centennial 
celebration were done under his leadership. His warm and 
caring attitude make him well loved in the parish, and in the 
community at large. He is always willing to listen and help. “Fr. 
Mike” was named Monsignor May 5, 2005.
Father Andrew P. Raczkowski, Parochial Vicar “Fr. Andrew” was 
ordained into the priesthood, May 21, 2016, and assigned to St. 
Joseph Catholic Church. Fr. Andrew loves to shop online! He has 
a special interest in growing our Hispanic ministry and recently 
spent two months in Mexico to experience full immersion 
into the Spanish language and Hispanic Ministry programs at 
Catholic churches in Guadalajara, Jalisco.
Deacon John Ryder has served St. Joseph Church since 2012. 
Besides preaching at Mass, Dcn. John leads the Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Adults (RCIA) program and is in charge of Casa San 
Jose at St. Joseph. He recently retired from Borgess Ascension 
Health after a career of service. Dcn. John is married to Yasmin, 
who was his high school sweetheart. Yas is an Extraordinary 
Minister of Holy Communion. Together they have 4 children and 
a granddaughter.
Deacon Timothy M. Kistka was assigned to St. Joseph Church 
when he was ordained September 16, 2017 after a career in 
the state prison system. In addition to preaching at Mass, Dcn. 
Tim leads the Extraordinary Ministry of Holy Communion to the 
Homebound program and is the person who leads Adoration on 
the first Thursday of each month. Tim has been married to Janice 
for 39 years this May. Janice sings in the choir, is an offertory 
counter and a St. Joseph food packer. They have a 29 year old 
son, Jacob.
Beth McElhone has been our Director of Music & Liturgy since 
1984. She plays piano/keyboard and sings at our weekend 
Masses and for Quinceañeros, weddings and funerals. Beth has 
written music & lyrics for hymns, which have been published, 
including “Rooted in God’s Love” for St. Joseph Parish. Beth 
leads Adult choir & guitar group, Angel choir, Youth choir, Easter 
choir and Christmas choir. She heads the Liturgy Commission 
and gives private lessons. Along with Fr. Mike, Beth sings on two 
CDs, with proceeds going to Bishop Dominic’s Ministry.
Marles Ludwig is our Office Manager, Safe Environment 
Coordinator and Bulletin Editor since June 2017. Marles and her 
husband John married here at St. Joseph in 1984 and their three 
children were baptized here. Marles came to St. Joseph with 
broad management experience. Her church related volunteer 
experience includes: Hospital Visitation Ministry, Catechist, 
Vacation Bible School Coordinator, Children’s Christmas Play 
Director & Costume Creator. 
Myrna Phillips is the Parish Office Administrative Assistant 
since November 2018. She is trilingual in Spanish, English, and 
Italian, which is extremely helpful in serving our parish family. 
Myrna came to us from El Sol Elementary School after 6 years as 
the Lead Secretary. She previously worked as an interpreter for 
Borgess & Bronson hospitals, and currently teaches Spanish at el 
Concilio. Myrna is a happy wife and mother of 2.
Ron Aldrich joined the St. Joseph staff in July 2017 as our 
Maintenance Supervisor. He is a professional painter by trade 
and has owned and operated his own gravel and excavating 
businesses. Ron loves to fix things and with 5 buildings here at 
St. Joseph, he sure keeps busy! Ron is married to Sandy who is 
an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion. Together they 
have 5 kids and 4 grandkids.

Patti Staib is our Christian Service Coordinator who helps 
people who have run into challenging times through our Direct 
Assistance Program. She leads the Christian Service Committee, 
is passionate about her work with a St. Joseph group to educate 
church and community leaders about domestic violence, and 
advocates for the St. Joseph Food Pantry. Patti is a member of 
Pastoral Council, Finance Council, Parish Pride committee, and 
St. Joseph Church Conference of St. Vincent de Paul. Patti has 7 
grown children, 20 grands and 2 great-grandchildren.
Alicia Acevedo is a part-time receptionist covering the parish 
office weekday evenings 4-7pm and on the weekends. She 
joined the staff in October 2017 and is a lifelong member of 
our Parish. Alicia celebrated her Baptism, First Communion, 
Confirmation, and Quinceañera here at St. Joseph with Fr. Mike 
presiding at all of them. She is bilingual, loves to participate in 
the Spanish Mass and spend time with her family & friends. In 
her free time, Alicia goes to concerts and is planning a trip to 
Mexico.
Yaressy Arevalo joined us in January 2019 as a part-
time receptionist working weekday evenings 4-7pm and 
weekends. She is a 2nd year student at Kalamazoo Valley 
Community College, studying biological sciences to become 
a conservationist, helping wildlife from afar. Yaressy loves 
elephants and worked at Binder Park Zoo during the summer of 
2017. Yaressy lives with her parents, 3 sisters, and dog, Koko.
Dan Carl joined us in July 2018 as our Bookkeeper. He is a 
parishioner at St. Ann’s Catholic Church, the Bookkeeper at St. 
Augustine, and bookkeeper for a couple other local businesses. 
He’s a retired accountant and loves to keep working and 
traveling. Dan’s brother is Dcn. Mike Carl from St. Ann’s in 
Augusta. Dan has been married for 40 years has 2 children, 
1 granddaughter and another on the way.
Yasmin Fuentes has been our data entry clerk since November 
2017. She records offertory giving, and other financial 
contributions into our accounting system so you receive a 
statement at year end showing your giving dollars. Yasmin 
works full-time at Catholic Charities, sings in our Coro and is a 
Catechist teaching Kindergarten. 
Philip Dezern is Director of Youth Ministry for both St. Catherine 
of Siena and St. Joseph parishes. He has been married for 18 
years and has a daughter, age 11. They live north of Grand 
Rapids. Phil enjoys teaching the faith to youth grades 6-12 
through games, retreats and socials in addition to regular youth 
ministry nights. Phil has done youth ministry for 20 years in 
Michigan and Ohio. He also coached girls water polo, has a 
Masters in social work from WMU and loves Disney.
Andrea Large is our St. Joseph DRE for Preschool-5th grade. 
She grew up in St. Mary parish. Her father taught art at Nazareth 
College and her mother was a painter of Catholic themes. 
Andrea began volunteering in the diocese in 1988. She has 
served many parishes as a musician, catechist, school teacher 
and youth director. She is most passionate about bringing kids to 
Christ and supporting teachers. Her prayers are for children to be 
safe, loved and to learn their Catholic faith. 
Maggie Salas, the coordinator of Hispanic Ministry, started in this 
position in September 2018. Maggie is married and has been in 
the United States for 4 years and very happy to be at St. Joseph 
Church. While she was living in Mexico she served as lead 
secretary for 5 years; and was able to serve in many different 
ministries over a 12 year period. Maggie was able to spend a 
few months in Acapulco, Guerrero, serving with the Missionary 
Apostles of the Word under Fr. Flaviano Amatulli Valente. She is 
very happy to serve here at St. Joseph Church. Maggie is married 
to Eleazar Salas.
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Father Mike Father Andrew Deacon John Deacon Tim

Beth McElhone Marles Ludwig Myrna Phillips Ron Aldrich

Patti Staib Alicia Acevedo Yaressy Arevalo Dan Carl

Phil Dezern Andrea Large Maggie SalasYazmin Fuentes



Those who have been preparing to be Baptised after months of studying, were officially received into 
the Catholic church and received their Baptism during the Easter Vigil in the presence of and with the 
welcome of the congregation. Those being baptised were Michael Moore, Xiomara Haag, 
Samantha Nochebuena, Camila Hidrogo Toca, Jacob Morales, Elias Galvan, Sergio Cano Vasquez, 
Eduardo Cano Vasquez, and Jessica Cano Vasquez.
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