
THE BLESSING OF THE BELLS 
-------- 

THE CHIMES FOR ST. PAUL’S 
GERMAN CHURCH ARE HERE 

AND WILL BE BLESSED 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON 

-------- 
The new bells – ten in number – which will constitute the chimes for St. Paul’s 
Catholic church in this city and which have been on the way to Norwalk for several 
days, en route from Baltimore, arrived in the city Friday afternoon via the R. & G. 
and Lake Shore roads, and are now at the church, awaiting the blessing which will 
be bestowed on them Sunday afternoon at 2:30 o’clock with much pomp and 
ceremony. 
 
Is it expected that on Easter Sunday, March 31 st, the bells will be in position in 
the tower of the church to peal forth their glad chimes throughout the city. 
 
The blessing of the bells will be participated in by the following named priests, 
who will assist Rev. J. A. Schaffeld in the ceremonies:  Rev. Francis Breyman of 
Toledo will preach the sermon;  Rev. J. D. Schaffeld of Elyria, uncle of the pastor 
of the local church, will bless the bells;  Rev. Joseph Widman of Sandusky will act 
as deacon, and Rev. Nicholas Schmitz of Monroeville, sub-deacon.  
 
On Sunday morning, March 24, Palm Sunday, the ceremony of blessing the palms 
will occur, with a procession and high mass, participated in by the clergy and the 
acolytes. 
 
The bells constituting the chimes weigh in the aggregate 10,000 pounds, or from 
250 to 2,500 pounds each. They are made of the very best bell metal and were 
manufactured by the famous McShane Bell Foundry Company of Baltimore. The 
composition of the bells is block tin and ingot copper, 77 per cent copper and 23 of 
block tin.  The belfry room in the church tower will accommodate the bells nicely, 
being fourteen feet square, and the “music of the bells” will float out upon the air 
to all the inhabitants of the city.    
 
From: The Daily Reflector, Saturday, March 23, 1907, p. 2. 
 



 
 
The bells in St. Paul the Apostle Church were repaired in 2013.  The 
following article appeared on pages 4-5 in the September 2013, parish 
newsletter. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 


