First Scrutiny
Third Sunday of Lent

[After homily, Priest goes to front of altar]

Priest:

I now invite the elect, who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil, to please come forward with their godparents.

[The elect, along with godparents, come forward.  Godparents stand behind the elect on top step of sanctuary. The elect stand on first step below]

INTRODUCTION	

Priest:

For all of us, including our candidates for full communion, who are already one with us by baptism, this Lenten Season is a time for spiritual renewal in preparation for the celebration of the paschal mystery.  For the elect in particular, this season is a time of interior reflection intended to purify and enlighten them in mind and heart.

During this time, the celebration of the Three Scrutinies helps to complete the conversion of the elect and deepen their commitment to hold fast to Christ.

We gather now to pray for our elect, who will soon be joining the Church.  This assembly will also recall our own sinfulness and the need for reconciliation with God and others.







INVITATION TO SILENT PRAYER

Priest:  [To Assembly]

I now invite the assembly to kneel and pray in silence with these members of the elect.  Pray for them and for ourselves that we might be able to recognize and name the evils that influence our lives.

[To the elect]

My dear elect, and their godparents, I invite you also to bow your heads and pray silently, asking God to give you the grace needed to recognize and name the evils that influence your lives.

[Priest also kneels & prays silently for a generous period of time]

INTERCESSIONS

Priest:

Please stand.

Let us pray for these elect, who have already made a long journey and whom the Church has confidently chosen, that when their preparation is complete, they may find Christ in his Sacraments at the Paschal Feasts.  

Intentions [See last page]

EXORCISM

Priest:  [Facing the elect with hands joined]

Let us pray. 

O God, who sent your Son to us as Savior, grant that these elect, who desire to draw living water like the Samaritan woman and have been converted by the word of the Lord, may acknowledge the hindrance of their own sins and weaknesses. 
Do not permit them, we pray, to rely on a vain confidence in themselves and to be deceived by the power of the devil, but free them from the spirit of untruth, so that, recognizing their own sinfulness, they may be cleaned inwardly and advance on the way of salvation. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

[In an unhurried manner, Priest lays hands on the members of the elect]

Priest:  [with hands outstretched over the elect]

Lord Jesus, you are the fountain for which these chosen ones thirst and the master whom they seek. Before you, who alone are holy, they dare not call themselves innocent.  They open their hearts to you in faith, they acknowledge what has defiled them, they uncover their hidden wounds.  Therefore in your love free them from their infirmities, heal their sickness, quench their thirst, and give them peace.  Be present now to save them by the power of your name, which we invoke in faith. Restrain the evil spirit, whom you conquered by rising again.  Show your elect the way forward in the Holy Spirit, so that they may come to the Father and worship him in truth. 
Who live and reign for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

DISMISSAL

Priest:  [To the Candidates and Elect] 

Would the Candidates in OCIA please come forward to join the elect.

My dear friends, This community now sends you forth to reflect more deeply upon the Word of God which you have shared with us today.  Be assured of our loving support and prayers for you.  We look forward to the day when you will share fully with us in the Lord’s Table.  
  
[Omit Creed and resume with Liturgy of the Eucharist]


Logistical Notes:
-Reserve pews
-Copy of Script in binder for Priest
-Review with OCIA

Intentions
March 7 – 9:00a.m.  “First Scrutiny”

1.]  For the elect, may they ponder the Word of God in their hearts and savor its meaning more fully every day.  Let us pray to the Lord .....…

2.]  That they may know Christ, who came to save what was lost, Let us pray to the Lord .....…
                                 
3.]  That with humble hearts they may confess that they are sinners,  Let us pray to the Lord .....…
                               
4.] That the Holy Spirit, who searches every heart, may strengthen them in their weakness with his power, Let us pray to the Lord .....…

5.]  That their families also may put their hope in Christ and find peace and holiness in him, Let us pray to the Lord .....…

6.]  That we ourselves, in preparation for the Paschal Feasts, may correct our minds, raise our hearts, and perform works of charity, Let us pray to the Lord ..... ….

6.] That throughout the whole world the weak may be strengthened, the broken restored, the lost found, and the found redeemed, Let us pray to the Lord .....…

7.] For the church throughout the whole world, that as we continue to journey through Lent we may be renewed through prayer, fasting, and works of charity, growing in holiness.  Let us pray to the Lord ...... 

8.] For all who will attend The Well, that their hearts may be open to the Lord’s invitation to “come and drink,” and that they may leave renewed in hope and mission, Let us pray to the Lord.

9.] For those who have died, especially for Ruth Wood, the deceased members of the Alfred J. Simon family and Daniel Duncan may they reset in the peace of God.  Let us pray to the Lord .....…

                                            



