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    Mark 12:41-44  
 
        Jesus notices a poor widow’s offering and  
              commends her great sacrifice.  
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CHRISTMAS EVE READINGS 

 Today's liturgy offers the option to read 
a longer or shorter form of the Gospel. If we read 
the longer form, we hear Matthew recount the an-
cestry of Jesus. This genealogy sets Jesus' birth 
within the context of the history of Israel, highlight-
ing two of Jesus' ancestors—Abraham, the father 
of the Hebrew people, and David, the most im-
portant king of Israel. Jesus' ancestral lineage rein-
forces a central theme of Matthew's Gospel: Jesus 
is the fulfillment of the prophecies made to the peo-
ple of Israel. 
 The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of the 
birth of Jesus from Joseph's perspective. During his 
betrothal to Mary, Joseph learned that Mary was 
pregnant. Betrothal in first-century Jewish culture 
was more than an engagement period; it was part 
of the marriage contract. A breach of this contract 
was considered adultery. If adultery was proved, 

the punishment 
might be death. Jo-
seph had rights under 
Mosaic Law, but he 
chose to act discreet-
ly in his plans to 
break the marriage 
contract so as to pro-
tect Mary. The way 
that Joseph and Mary 
faced these extraor-
dinary circumstances 
tells us much about 
these holy people 
and their faith in God. 
 The message 
the angel gave to Jo-

seph in a dream reveals many important theological 
details about the child Mary will bear and about the 
child's role in God's plan. He was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit. His name will be Jesus, which in the He-
brew means “God saves.” He will be the fulfillment 
of Isaiah's prophecy. He will be Emmanuel, “God 
with us.” This is the mystery we celebrate at Christ-
mas, the Incarnation. God chose to become a hu-
man being in the person of Jesus. 
 Joseph did as the angel of the Lord directed. 
He took Mary to be his wife and accepted the child 
in her womb as his own. When Jesus was born, Jo-
seph followed the directions of the angel and gave 
the child the name Jesus. We often recall Mary's 
cooperation in God's plan for our salvation. Today's 
Gospel reminds us of Joseph's important role, 
which was also crucial to God's plan for Jesus' birth. 
SUNDAY CONNECTION, Loyola Press 

 
First Reading 
Isaiah 62:1-5 

The Lord delights in his people. 
 

 
Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 89:4-5,16-17,27,29 
The goodness of the Lord is 

praised. 

Second Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 13:16-17,22-25 

God chose the people of Israel, 
and from them he raised up Je-
sus, the Savior for all people. 

BACKGROUND ON THE GOSPEL Matthew 1:1-25  
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CHRISTMAS DAY READINGS 

 There are four Masses that are celebrated 
for the Feast of Christmas and each is given its own 
set of readings to help us contemplate Christ’s 
birth. The Gospel for the Vigil Mass on Christmas 
Eve is taken from the beginning of the Gospel of 
Matthew. The Mass at midnight proclaims the birth 
of Jesus through the Gospel of Luke. The Mass at 
dawn on Christmas morning continues the story of 
the birth of Jesus as found in Luke’s Gospel, ending 
with the shepherds’ visit to the infant Jesus. In each 
of these Gospel readings, we hear portions of the 
infancy narratives with which we are familiar. 
 
The Gospel for the Christmas Mass during the day is 
taken from the beginning of John’s Gospel, but this 
part of John’s Gospel is not an infancy narra-
tive like those found in the Gospels of Mat-
thew and Luke. Instead, John’s Gospel starts at 
the very beginning and presents the Creation story 
as the framework for announcing the Incarnation. 
John’s opening words echo the first verse in the 
Book of Genesis. This framework invites us to view 
Jesus’ birth from God’s perspective. Each of the 
Gospels makes clear that Jesus’ birth was the result 
of God’s initiative. John’s Gospel, however, empha-
sizes that Jesus’ birth was the divine intention from 
the moment of Creation. 
 
As we observe in today’s reading, the Gospel of 
John includes highly philosophical and theological 
language. One example that particularly stands out 
in this Gospel is John’s repeated references to “the 
Word” in the opening verse. This expression (logos 
in the Greek) borrows from a concept found in both 
Jewish and Greek thought. Jews used this phrase to 

describe God’s action in the Creation story, for ex-
ample, and in the Wisdom literature. In Greek 
thought, the logos was understood as an intermedi-
ary between God and humanity. John and others in 
the early Church adopted this language to describe 
God’s incarnation in Jesus. As the term was used to 
express the Trinitarian faith of Christians, the Word 
came to be equated with the Second Person of the 
Trinity. 
 
In this prologue to the Gospel of John, we also hear 
the main themes that will be developed in his Gos-
pel. These are often presented as dualities: light and 
dark, truth and falsehood, life and death, and belief 
and unbelief. We also hear in this prologue a unique 
aspect of John’s Gospel, the theme of testimony. 
John the Baptist was sent by God to testify to Je-
sus, the light. Others in this Gospel will also offer 
testimony about Jesus. The reader is invited to ac-
cept this testimony, which bears witnesses to Jesus, 
the Son of God. But even more directly, Jesus’ ac-
tion and words will testify to Jesus’ identity as 
God’s Incarnate Word. 
 
Thinking about Jesus’ birth in these theological and 
cosmological terms is particularly appropriate as we 
celebrate the Feast of Christmas in the darkness of 
winter. At this time, nature itself seems to remind 
us of the darkness of sin. Into this darkness, in the 
midst of our sinfulness, God comes to dwell among 
us. John’s Gospel reminds us that through the Incar-
nation, God saves us from the darkness of sin and 
makes us his children.  SUNDAY CONNECTION, Loy-
ola Press 
 

 
First Reading 
Isaiah 52:7-10 

God's salvation is announced to 
the world. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 98:1-6 

A prayer of praise for God's sal-
vation. 

 

Second Reading 
Hebrews 1:1-6 

God now speaks to us through 
his Son. 

BACKGROUND ON THE GOSPEL John 1:1-18   
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Praise His name for he is a living God 
He was born to save us all! 

 
On behalf of Fr. Lyndon, Fr. P J , the Ministry Leads and the  

Staff of Sts. Damian and Marianne  
Military Catholic Community 

 

Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year! 


