
September 25th, 2022: TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Saints Damien & Marianne  
Military Catholic Community  

Aliamanu Military Reservation and 
Schofield Barracks Main Post Chapel 

 

SUNDAY MASS:  
AMR 0830 & MPC 1100 

 

DAILY MASS 
MPC: Monday-Friday 1130  

except Training &  
Federal Holidays 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

Call the priest-chaplain  
Immediately  

 

CONFESSION 
Sundays: AMR  0745—0815 

MPC 1015—1045 or  
by appointment 

 
BAPTISM 

Contact Fr. Lyndon Jong  
 

WEDDINGS 
Couples must contact the  

chaplain at least 6  
months before the wedding.  

 

 
The Archbishop requires  

that all  couples celebrating 
marriage in the  Archdiocese 

for Military, participate in 
one introductory session on  

Natural Family Planning.   
 

Contact information  
may be found on 

the back page  
of this bulletin. 

 

 https://stsdmmcc.com 



 A major theme in the Gospel of 
Luke is the importance of the care of the 
poor in the life of discipleship. In the par-
able found in today's Gospel, Jesus con-
trasts the life of a rich man and the poor 
man, Lazarus, who lives in the shadow 
of the rich man and his wealth. Both die. 
Lazarus finds himself in heaven; the rich 
man in the netherworld. The rich man 
asks for assistance from Lazarus in his 
torment. But Abraham reminds the rich 
man of the good things he had in his life 
and describes the current situation as a 
reversal of fortunes. The rich man then 
asks that Lazarus be sent to warn his 
family, but this is denied with the re-
minder that Moses and the prophets 
have warned of judgment for those who 
neglect the care of the poor. 
 In the context of Luke's Gospel, 
this parable, delivered in the presence of 
a crowd of listeners, is part of Jesus' re-
sponse to some Pharisees. These Phari-
sees are described in Luke's Gospel as 
“loving money.” (Note: The Pharisees 
were followers of a sect of Judaism ac-
tive before, during, and after Jesus' life-
time. They taught an oral interpretation 
of the Law of Moses as the basis for 
popular Jewish piety. They put less em-
phasis on Temple worship and more on 
applying the law to everyday life. 
Though they are often portrayed nega-
tively in the Gospels, they shared many 
of Jesus' and the early Church's concerns about the law.) Jesus observed that the actions of some Phari-
sees betrayed misplaced priorities: they spoke one way, but acted in another. The story of the rich man 
and Lazarus demonstrates the importance of the care of the poor and is a reminder to those who would 
follow Jesus of the unimportance of wealth in the eyes of God. SUNDAY CONNECTION, Loyola Press 
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First Reading 
Amos 6:1,4-7 

God will judge the complacency 
of the people and their leaders.  

 

SUNDAY’S READING 
Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 146:7-10 
Happy are those who find solace 

in God, the help of the poor.  

 
Second Reading 
1 Timothy 6:11-16 

Paul exhorts Timothy to stay 
faithful to God in all things.  

BACKGROUND ON THE GOSPEL - Luke 16:19-31  
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 It never felt like Jesus was actually there. And I was studying to be a priest. They should have 
charged admission to take a picture with me: the seminarian who never experienced God’s presence in 
the Eucharist. Intellectually, it all made perfect sense (and still does). Jesus is God; when he said “this is 
my body” and “this is the chalice of my blood”, he meant it; and in the same event he instituted the 
priesthood which makes each Mass a return to the paschal mystery. I loved the idea of dying daily as a 
priest in the person of Christ...in theory. 
 Except for the whole lack of personal relationship. What bothered me the most was that I knew 
how it felt to be in the presence of loved ones. Generally, you have some idea of how they’re going to 
communicate, and how the room feels different when they’re in it compared to when they’re not. I fig-
ured the same should be true of Jesus if he was really present in the Blessed Sacrament, and yet, I could-
n't tell if I was just talking to myself. 
 
What’s Missing? 
 The worst part was that I had felt God’s presence in other areas of my life. Whether it was study-
ing an especially insightful truth of the faith or sharing friends’ joy on their wedding day, it felt like Jesus 
was present, at least after a fashion. If he was really and substantially present in the tabernacle, shouldn’t 
I be able to feel it that much more? 
 What do you do when you just don’t feel it? Usually, you can’t force it even if you want to. I would 
talk to other Catholics to see if they were having similar issues, and nobody had that problem. Even with 
regular spiritual direction and formation from wise, holy people, it wasn’t getting better. So was Jesus 
not present in the Eucharist after all?  
 
Reliance on Emotional Cues 
 Here’s one thing I didn’t understand: subjective experiences of God’s presence don’t work mathe-
matically like that. He is free to withhold the sense of his presence if he wants, usually to prevent people 
like me from caring about the feeling in isolation from the actual fact that he was with me. I wanted my 
personal relationship to obey an imagined rule that would have constrained God’s free action. 
 Here’s another thing I didn’t understand. When I was out in the world and feeling God’s presence, 
my surroundings usually were not outwardly ordered to God, at least not directly. So when I would feel 
his presence, it stuck out like a sore thumb. In Mass and adoration, though, the surroundings were rightly 
oriented around him, so the only thing that stuck out was the one thing not ordered to him: me. My feel-
ings in the liturgy weren’t determined by whether or not God was present, they were influenced by my 
own interior distractions. At least it didn’t mean that God wasn’t there. Continued... 

On Failing to Sense the Real Presence  by Andrew Buonopane  
September 7, 2022 



SUNDAY  DESIGNATED OFFERING 

TO ARCHDIOCESE FOR THE  

MILITARY SERVICES 
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DATE TIME PEOPLE AMOUNT 

   18 SEPT  0830 AMR 84 $482.49 

 1100 MPC NO COUNT 

   $482.49 

 Continued: On Failing to Sense the Real Presence  by Andrew Buonopane  
September 7, 2022 
 
The Turning Point 
 So did it ever get better? It actually did, and it’s an experience that has stayed with me ever since, 
even after discerning out of seminary and living in the world as a lay man. Not right away, but one week-
end during a silent retreat, I had the 3:00 am slot during all-night adoration, when the Blessed Sacra-
ment was exposed. I don’t know what caused it, all I know is that my only desire in that moment wasn’t 
to go back to sleep or get the retreat over with or to be literally any place else in the world. I was right 
where I was supposed to be. All I wanted was to stay there, with Jesus Christ. 
  Looking back, I had a limited understanding of my relationship with Jesus. Even though faith is an 
assent of the mind to revealed truth, I thought that proper faith would include an emotional experience 
as reassurance. That simply isn’t guaranteed. Sometimes it can be accompanied by an emotional experi-
ence, but that isn’t necessary, nor a sign, nor the proof. The letter to the Hebrews doesn’t include an 
emotional connection as part of its definition of faith. “Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and 
evidence of things not seen” (Heb 11:1, NABRE). In demanding, at least implicitly, that faith should be the 
assurance of things hoped for with corroborating emotional testimony, I was putting too much pressure 
on myself. 
 
Truth, Himself 
 So it’s all true. Jesus is God. When he said “this is my body” and “this is the chalice of my blood”, 
he meant it. When we don’t feel it, St. Thomas Aquinas’ hymn, Adoro Te Devote, can help: 

“Seeing, touching, tasting are in thee deceived: 
How says trusty hearing? that shall be believed; 
What God’s Son has told me, take for truth I do; 

Truth himself speaks truly or there’s nothing true.” 
Revival Stories, Heart of the Revival Newsletter, Sept., 2022 
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ALTAR SERVERS 
     AMR: Steven Galindo 
 sgalindo674@gmail.com   
     MPC: Amy Nicanor  
 amy.nicanor@yahoo.com 
 
EMHC (EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS) 
     AMR: Tyler McNamee 
 Tyler.mcnamee18@gmail.com 
     MPC:  Rodolfo Fuentes Colon 
 rdjmb5@yahoo.com 
 
LECTORS 
     AMR: Erik Figueroa  
 figueroaes4308@gmail.com 
     MPC: Arcelia Rodriguez 
 ray_sally99@hotmail.com 
 
MUSIC 
     AMR:  Dorothy Linstrom  
 hawaii4dottie@gmail.com  
     MPC: Eliza Tizon  
 sbmpc.choir@gmail.com  
 
 
HOSPITALITY: 
     MPC: Shasta Davalos & Antonio Davalos 
 mpchospitalityministry@gmail.com  
     AMR: Kate Olsen 
 chad_kate@hotmail.com 
 
VISITATION: 
      MPC: Ashley Nunez-Davis 
 ashnun@gmail.com 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Military Catholic Community of  

Saints Damien and Marianne  
Shares Jesus' Love with all  

whom we encounter  
To build the Kingdom of God through  

SCHOFIELD/ALIAMANU CATHOLIC STAFF  

PRIEST 
Fr. Joe Fleury 
 joseph.m.fleury.mil@army.mil 
Fr. John Gabriel 
 john.b.gabriel2.mil@army.mil 
Fr. Lyndon Jong 
 chsjong@yahoo.com 
 
CATH. PASTORAL LIFE COOR. (CPLC)  
Keahi Teson Cell: (808) 271-4626 
 ktesoncplc5452@gmail.com 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
     MPC Mandy Gardiner 
 mandy.l.gardiner.civ@mail.mil  
     OCIA: Howard Killian 
 killianh001@hawaii.rr.com 
     AMR: Maile Domingo  
 hamauiloko@gmail.com 
     OCIA: Dave Shanahan 
 davidmshanahan76@gmail.com 
 
CATHOLIC WOMEN OF THE CHAPEL (CWOC) 
     AMR: Chantelle Nelson  
 chantellenelson12@gmail.com 
    MPC: Jannette Kantor 
 jannvargas@yahoo.com   
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
     AMR: Steven Galindo 
 sgalindo674@gmail.com   
     MPC:  Bob Allen 
 allencrs@hawaiiantel.net 
 
PASTORAL ADVISORY COUNCIL (PAC)   
     President: Zachary Francis  
 zfranmarine@gmail.com 
     Vice President: David Shanahan  
 davidmshanahan76@gmail.com 
     Financial Advisor:  Jaime Davalos 
 jaimedavalos@ymail.com 

https://stsdmmcc.com 


