
December 4, 2022: SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Saints Damien & Marianne  
Military Catholic Community  

Aliamanu Military Reservation and 
Schofield Barracks Main Post Chapel 

 https://stsdmmcc.com 

 

SUNDAY MASS:  
AMR 0830 & MPC 1100 

 

DAILY MASS 
MPC: Monday-Friday 1130  

except Training &  
Federal Holidays 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

Call the priest-chaplain  
Immediately  

 
CONFESSION 

Sundays: AMR  0745—0815 
MPC 1015—1045 or  

by appointment 
 

BAPTISM 
Contact Fr. Lyndon Jong  

 
 

WEDDINGS 
Couples must contact the  

chaplain at least 6  
months before the wedding.  

 
The Archbishop requires  

that all  couples celebrating 
marriage in the  Archdiocese 

for Military, participate in 
one introductory session on  

Natural Family Planning.   
 

Contact information  
may be found on 

the back page  
of this bulletin. 

 
 



 In this week's Gospel Reading and next week's, our Advent 
preparation for Christmas invites us to consider John the Baptist and his 
relationship to Jesus. In this week's Gospel, Matthew describes the 
work and preaching of John the Baptist. 
 John the Baptist appears in the tradition of the great prophets 
of Israel, preaching repentance and reform to the people of Israel. In 
fact, the description of John found in this reading is reminiscent of the 
description of the prophet Elijah (2 Kings 1:8). In this reading, John di-
rects a particularly pointed call to repentance to the Pharisees and Sad-
ducees, parties within the Jewish community of the first century. 
John marks the conversion of those who seek him out with a baptism 
of repentance. Other groups in this period are thought to have prac-
ticed ritual washings for similar purposes, and John's baptism may have 

been related to the practices of the Essenes, a Jewish sect of the first century. John's baptism can be un-
derstood as an anticipation of Christian baptism. In this passage, John himself alludes to the difference 
between his baptism and the one yet to come: “I am baptizing you with water, for repentance . . . He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Matthew 3:11). 
 In this reading, John makes very clear that his relationship to the Messiah yet to come (Jesus) is 
one of service and subservience: “. . . the one who is coming after me is mightier than I. I am not worthy 
to carry his sandals” (Matthew 3:11). In the context of Matthew's Gospel, today's passage is followed by 
Jesus' baptism by John, an event that is attested to in all four of the Gospels and appears to have been 
the start of Jesus' public ministry. 
 John's preaching of the coming of the Lord is a key theme of the Advent season. As John's mes-
sage prepared the way for Jesus in the first century, we, too, are called to prepare ourselves for Jesus' 
coming. We respond to John's message by our repentance and reform of our lives. We are also called to 
be prophets of Christ, who announce by our lives, as John did, the coming of the Lord. 
SUNDAY CONNECTION, Loyola Press 
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First Reading 
Isaiah 11:1-10 

A descendent of Jesse will usher 
in a time of peace. 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 72:1-2,7-8,12-13,17 

The Messiah will bring justice and 
peace to the nations. 

 

Second Reading 
Romans 15:4-9 

Both Jews and Gentiles glorify 
God for the salvation found in 

Christ Jesus. 

BACKGROUND ON THE GOSPEL - Matthew 3:1-12  

SUNDAY  OFFERING 

TOTAL DONATIONS as of 1/2/22:  $33,317.95 

DATE TIME PEOPLE AMOUNT 

27 NOV  0830 AMR  $186.00 

 1100 MPC 208 $655.20 

          TOTAL $841.20 
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“Are you ready for Christmas?” asked a guy I see at the train station every 
day. I thought of the long list of gifts I still needed to buy and the calendar 
crammed with holiday events and parties, and I shook my head. “Hardly,” I 
said, and we both laughed knowingly. 

 

On my train ride downtown I turned off my iPod and let my mind 
ponder that question a little deeper. “Am I ready for Christmas?” 
This time I thought about the meaning of the holiday—the Son of 
God coming to earth to dwell among us and show us the way to 
eternal life. Again I shook my head and murmured to myself, 
“Hardly.” 

It was then that I vowed to take advantage of every opportunity to 
prepare my heart for the coming of the Christ Child into the 
world—the world you and I live in. 

What I discovered was that if we know what we’re preparing for, 
everything we encounter on the way to Christmas can prepare us 
for the coming of Christ, not only in Bethlehem 2,000 years ago but 
also into our homes, our families, our workplaces, and our commu-
nities. The usual December distractions can instead become holy moments when we find the Christ Child 
in our midst. 

Having the right attitude and perspective on the season will help you and your family avoid the excesses 
that make certain Christmas preparations frantic, yet draining and disappointing. As theologian John Shea 
says, “The task seems to be the delicate one of learning to make the customs and traditions of Christmas 
serve the Spirit.” 

Take a look at some of December’s demanding activities with new eyes, eyes that fully expect to find God 
in every moment of this season of hope. 

Tom McGrath 

Tom McGrath is a spiritual director in the Ignatian tradition, as 
well as a writer and speaker whose mission is to help people ex-
perience a taste of the Divine. 

Advent Amid the Gift Wrap 

https://www.loyolapress.com/authors/tom-mcgrath
https://www.loyolapress.com/authors/tom-mcgrath
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Saint Joseph and the Birth 
of Jesus 
By Peggy Webber 
 As my husband, John, and I awaited the birth 
of our first child, there was a lot to do. We took 
childbirth and CPR classes. We discussed names. 
And we tried to prepare ourselves for a life-altering 
experience. 
 John did a lot of work. He painted our spare 
bedroom. He picked out and assembled the crib. 
And he made the curtains by sewing some colorful 
panels from sheets. I am always grateful for the qui-
et, hard-working, and supportive way John got 
ready for our big event. 
 His example helps me as I focus on St. Jo-
seph and how he would have prepared for the birth 
of Jesus. This quiet, hard-working, and faithful saint 
must have been an absolute rock as he and Mary 
headed off to Bethlehem. Think about what he had 
just experienced. 
The Gospel of Matthew tells us Joseph was be-
trothed to Mary when he found out she was with 
child. Ready to divorce Mary, Joseph had a dream in 
which an angel reassured him. And Joseph awoke 
and accepted everything. He was told not to be 
afraid and just go along with God’s plan. Wow! That 
is faith. 
 He took Mary into his home and maybe this 
carpenter started to build a cradle. However, his 
year of surprises continued as he now had to head 
off to Bethlehem with his pregnant wife for the Ro-
man census. 
 I imagine Joseph saying, “Really, God! I have 
done as you have asked. I have accepted Mary and 
this child, and now we have to head out 90 miles to 
Bethlehem. Anything else, Lord?” 
Of course we know there would be more, including 
an exile in Egypt after another dream. But for now 
the couple hit the road and took a grueling trip. 
Online maps show that it is a 31-hour walk along 
Route 60. The donkey certainly helped, but it had to 
have been so hard. 
 Still, Joseph believed. He put his fear and 

pride aside and helped Mary make the journey. 
 And they made it. But the Gospel of Luke 
tells us there were more hurdles: no room in the 
inn. How hard it must have been for Joseph to 
search for a place to stay only to end up in a stable. 
He watched his wife give birth—maybe he even 
helped her. And he must have wondered about his 
own yes to God. 
 But I like to think that in that miraculous and 
amazing moment when Jesus was born, Joseph 
found peace and understanding. As a star shone 
brightly and a chorus of angels sang, maybe Joseph 
got his own epiphany: “Ah yes, Lord. I do not know 
what is ahead. But I see in this child all that is good 
and holy.” 
 Perhaps the words of Isaiah 9:6 echoed in 
his mind. He would not know the music from Han-
del, but I imagine him praying: “For unto us a child is 
born, unto us a son is given, and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder; and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.” 
 And then, like any new father, Joseph proba-
bly said, “Now go to sleep, my little one. We are all 
tired and could use a little rest.” 
Peggy Weber is an award-winning journalist and au-
thor who has been working at her craft for almost 
40 years, primarily with the Catholic press. The au-
thor of the popular "Spun from the Web" column, 
she loves her faith, family, baseball and chocolate, 
not necessarily in that order.  LOYOLA PRESS 



SCHOFIELD BARRACKS & ALIAMANU MILITARY RESERVATION 

    OCTOBER 31, 2021 https://stsdmmcc.com   DECEMBER 4, 2022 

Arts & Faith: Advent—Second Sunday Imaginative Prayer Exercise (Cycle A) 

 By Steve Connor,  Ignatius Press 

Preparation 
 As we begin this time of quiet prayer, I invite 
you to find a comfortable place to sit with your back 
straight and your legs planted on the ground. Allow 
yourself to notice your breathing as you breathe 
normally. Breathe in. Breathe out. 
 Take a few moments and close your eyes, 
preparing yourself to listen to what God may be 
saying to you during this prayer. As you sit with 
your eyes closed, use these or similar words: “Here I 
am, Lord. Here I am.” When you are ready, open 
your eyes and pray. 
 
The Man Attracting a Crowd 
 Imagine you are walking along a tree-lined 
path in your favorite park. It’s a beautiful day with 
the sun shining in a clear blue sky. You are smiling 
as you feel the sun on your face and listen to the 
birds singing. But your heart is heavy. You need to 
make a decision, and you are unsure what to do. 
You begin praying. Dear God, please be with me this 
day. I’m not sure what I need to do. It feels so diffi-
cult. Help me see your will in my life. As you walk, 
you notice a large crowd of people. They are stand-
ing, sitting, and some have even climbed up the 
trees and are hanging from the limbs. As you ap-
proach, you strain to see what they are looking at. 
You try to see over the shoulders of those standing, 
but it’s hard. Finally, you notice a clear spot to see 
what’s happening. You have to stand on your toes, 
but you see an unusual man standing at the center 
of the scene. He is surrounded by the crowd, who 
are all facing him, listening to what he is saying. 
Something is drawing you to him. You gently move 
through the crowd who lets you pass. You find 
yourself standing at the edge of the circle in front 
of the man. He has a strange look about him. His 
clothes are torn and dirty. Why are so many people 
listening to him? You wonder. 
 As you stand there, you hear his voice, but 
the words are unclear to you. You try to listen hard-

er, but you still cannot make out what he says. 
Then, as if he knew you were straining to hear him, 
his eyes look directly into yours. His eyes are dark 
and mysterious. There is something in his eyes that 
speaks to you more than the words he’s saying. You 
feel so safe in his gaze. A deep feeling of peace 
comes over you. He continues to look at you as you 
hear him say, “You are looking for the path to fol-
low. Jesus has shown you the way. Follow him. Lis-
ten to his voice deep inside you. He walks the path 
with you.” His eyes continue to look at you. You feel 
the tears running down your cheeks. Thank you. 
Thank you, you say in a soft whisper. You move 
through the crowd, your heart lighter. Now you see 
the path before you. 

Concluding Prayer 
Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  
Amen. 
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MASS SCHEDULE  for NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 

Thursday, 8 DEC, Immaculate Conception (HDO) 

Schofield 1130 and 1800 • AMR 1800 

❖ 

Sunday, 11 DEC, 3rd Sunday of Advent: AMR 0830 • Schofield 1100 

Sunday, 18 DEC, 4th Sunday of Advent: AMR 0830 • Schofield 1100 

❖ 

PARISH ADVENT RECONCILIATION 

Wednesday, 14 DEC • AMR 1800 

Wednesday, 21 DEC • Schofield 1700 

❖ 

Saturday, 24 DEC, Christmas Eve 

Schofield  

Children’s Choir Christmas Skit 1630 

Mass 1700 

❖ 

Sunday, 25 DEC, CHRISTMAS 

AMR 0830 • Schofield 1100 

 

JANUARY 2023 

Solemnity of Mary, the Most Holy Mother of God 

Sunday, 1 JAN AMR 0830 • Schofield 1100 

❖ 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

Sunday, 8 JAN AMR 0830 • Schofield 1100 

❖ 

Sunday, 15 JAN, 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

AMR 0830 • Schofield 1100 



ALTAR SERVERS 
     AMR: Steven Galindo 
 sgalindo674@gmail.com   
     MPC: Amy Nicanor  
 amy.nicanor@yahoo.com 
 
EMHC (EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS) 
     AMR: Tyler McNamee 
 Tyler.mcnamee18@gmail.com 
     MPC:  Rodolfo Fuentes Colon 
 rdjmb5@yahoo.com 
 
LECTORS 
     AMR: Erik Figueroa  
 figueroaes4308@gmail.com 
     MPC: Kacey Kempo 
 kempo.kacey@gmail.com 
 
MUSIC 
     AMR:  Dorothy Linstrom  
 hawaii4dottie@gmail.com  
     MPC: Eliza Tizon  
 sbmpc.choir@gmail.com  
 
 
HOSPITALITY: 
     MPC: Shasta Davalos & Antonio Davalos 
 mpchospitalityministry@gmail.com  
     AMR: Kate Olsen 
 chad_kate@hotmail.com 
 
VISITATION: 
      MPC: Ashley Nunez-Davis 
 ashnun@gmail.com 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Military Catholic Community of  

Saints Damien and Marianne  
Shares Jesus' Love with all  

whom we encounter  
To build the Kingdom of God through  

SCHOFIELD/ALIAMANU CATHOLIC STAFF  

PRIEST 
Fr. Joe Fleury 
 joseph.m.fleury.mil@army.mil 
Fr. Lyndon Jong 
 chsjong@yahoo.com 
Fr. John Gabriel 
 john.b.gabriel2.mil@army.mil 
 
CATH. PASTORAL LIFE COOR. (CPLC)  
Keahi Teson Cell: (808) 271-4626 
 ktesoncplc5452@gmail.com 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
     MPC Mandy Gardiner 
 mandy.l.gardiner.civ@mail.mil  
     OCIA: Howard Killian 
 killianh001@hawaii.rr.com 
     AMR: Please contact Mandy Gardiner          
     OCIA: Dave Shanahan 
 davidmshanahan76@gmail.com 
 
CATHOLIC WOMEN OF THE CHAPEL (CWOC) 
     AMR: Chantelle Nelson  
 chantellenelson12@gmail.com 
    MPC: Jannette Kantor 
 jannvargas@yahoo.com   
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
     AMR: Steven Galindo 
 sgalindo674@gmail.com   
     MPC:  Bob Allen 
 allencrs@hawaiiantel.net 
 
PASTORAL ADVISORY COUNCIL (PAC)   
     President: Zachary Francis  
 zfranmarine@gmail.com 
     Vice President: David Shanahan  
 davidmshanahan76@gmail.com 
     Financial Advisor:  Jaime Davalos 
 jaimedavalos@ymail.com 
 

https://stsdmmcc.com 


