
December 11, 2022: THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Saints Damien & Marianne  
Military Catholic Community  

Aliamanu Military Reservation and 
Schofield Barracks Main Post Chapel 

 https://stsdmmcc.com 

 

SUNDAY MASS:  
AMR 0830 & MPC 1100 

 

DAILY MASS 
MPC: Monday-Friday 1130  

except Training &  
Federal Holidays 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

Call the priest-chaplain  
Immediately  

 

CONFESSION 
Sundays: AMR  0745—0815 

MPC 1015—1045 or  
by appointment 

 
BAPTISM 

Contact Fr. Lyndon Jong  
 
 

WEDDINGS 
Couples must contact the  

chaplain at least 6  
months before the wedding.  

 
The Archbishop requires  

that all  couples celebrating 
marriage in the  Archdiocese 

for Military, participate in 
one introductory session on  

Natural Family Planning.   
 

Contact information  
may be found on 

the back page  
of this bulletin. 

 



 The third Sunday of Advent is traditionally called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is the Latin word 
meaning “rejoice.” This Sunday is so named because “Rejoice” is the first word in the entrance antiphon 
for today's Mass taken from Philippians 4:4,5: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice! The Lord is 
near.” Some people mark this Sunday on their Advent wreath with a pink candle instead of a purple can-
dle. This Sunday is a joyful reminder that our salvation is near. 
 This week's Gospel Reading continues our Advent reflection on the person and message of John 
the Baptist. Last week we heard John speak about his relationship to the coming Messiah, Jesus. This 
week, we hear Jesus' message to John the Baptist, now in prison, about the signs of the kingdom found 
in Jesus' ministry and Jesus' assessment of John's role in the Kingdom of God. 
 The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of John's arrest in chapter 14:3-12. In today's Gospel, John 
sends word to Jesus from prison, asking if Jesus is the Messiah for whom he has been waiting. Jesus re-
sponds by pointing to the miracles that he has worked and invites John and the other hearers to make 
their own determination. In his next breath, however, Jesus praises John for his role in preparing the way 
for Jesus. Then Jesus says that all of those who work for the Kingdom of God will be as great as John and 
even greater. 
 Jesus' message to John about the signs of the kingdom being performed recalls the salvation de-
scribed by the prophet Isaiah. This passage is a reminder that the beginning of salvation is already myste-
riously present to us, but also yet to be fulfilled. Salvation is already in our midst as manifest in the miracu-
lous deeds of Jesus and in the Church. But salvation is also to be fulfilled in the coming reign of God. Even 
as we observe our world today, we can find glimpses of God's work among us. Even more, we help to pre-
pare the way for God's kingdom by our words and our deeds. This message is indeed a cause for rejoicing. 
SUNDAY CONNECTION, Loyola Press 
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First Reading 
Isaiah 35:1-6,10 

In the day of the Lord, all sorrow 
and mourning will cease. 

 

 
Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 146:6-7,8-9,9-10 
The Lord will save his people. 

 

 

Second Reading 
James 5:7-10 

Be patient, and be ready; the 
coming of the Lord is near. 

BACKGROUND ON THE GOSPEL - Matthew 11:2-11  

SUNDAY  OFFERING 

TOTAL DONATIONS as of 1/2/22:  $34,008.40 

DATE TIME PEOPLE AMOUNT 

4 DEC  0830 AMR 60 $62.00 

 1100 MPC 216 $628.45 

          TOTAL $690.45 
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Celebrating Advent with 
Your Family 
by James Campbell, D Min 
 
 When we think of New Year's celebrations, 
we usually think of party time. It's time to let the 
old year go. We anticipate the new year by making 
resolutions, promising changes in behavior. 
 As Christians, we celebrate the arrival of a 
new liturgical year differently. The new year that 
begins on the first Sunday of Advent is a quiet one. 
In the readings for the four Sundays of Advent, we 
remember the time when people waited in anticipa-
tion for the coming of the Messiah. And while we 
know that the Messiah has come in Jesus Christ, 
and we have remembered his life, Death, Resurrec-
tion and Ascension many times, we can still reflect 
on and celebrate the newness of his coming once 
again. 
 What is great about celebrating the coming 
of Jesus with children is that they help us approach 
the season with fresh eyes and insight. They pre-
sent us with a challenge and an opportunity. The 
challenge they present is the way they soak up the 
values of the culture that has had them anticipating 
Christmas since the beginning of November. The 
opportunity they present is that we can introduce 
them to the timeless rituals celebrating the coming 
of the Messiah that will add depth to their spiritual 
lives. 
 There are a number of ways families can cel-
ebrate the season of Advent: 
 Make an Advent wreath and place it in the mid-

dle of the dining room table. An Advent wreath 
consists of a frame holding four candles placed 
inside a circle of evergreens. The greenery in the 
wreath symbolizes the promised new life in Je-
sus. The four candles denote the four Sundays 
of Advent. There are three purple candles and 
one rose candle. Purple is a sign of penance, and 
rose is the color denoting the anticipation of joy. 
Light a candle on each Sunday evening of Ad-
vent, saying a short prayer or singing a verse of 

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” The light of the 
candles represents the light coming into the 
world as we prepare to celebrate Jesus' birth. 

 Advent calendars are available at many gift 
stores. The calendar consists of two pieces of 
cardboard on top of each other. Twenty-four 
doors are cut out of the top layer. One door is 
opened each day from December 1 through De-
cember 24, revealing a picture. 

 There is a long tradition in Christian art of de-
picting the Jesse tree, a symbolic tree or vine 
with spreading branches on which there are im-
ages depicting the genealogy of Jesus. There 
are several variations of the Jesse tree. In one 
variation, each ornament has a picture on one 
side and a Scripture passage on the other. An 
ornament is hung on the tree every day during 
Advent. 

 
 With the celebration of Advent each year, 
everything old can be new again. Each year gives 
ourselves and our family an opportunity to remem-
ber and anticipate the celebration of the birth of 
Jesus on Christmas morning. Loyola Press 
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Arts & Faith: Advent—Third Sunday Imaginative Prayer Exercise (Cycle A) 

 By Steve Connor,  Ignatius Press 

Preparation 
 As we begin this time of quiet prayer, I invite 
you to find a comfortable place to sit with your back 
straight and your legs planted on the ground. Allow 
yourself to notice your breathing as you breathe 
normally. Breathe in. Breathe out. 
 Take a few moments and close your eyes, 
preparing yourself to listen to what God may be 
saying to you during this prayer. As you sit with 
your eyes closed, use these or similar words: “Here I 
am, Lord. Here I am.” When you are ready, open 
your eyes and pray. 
 
Where is my wilderness? 
 Imagine you are walking down a busy street 
in a large city. There are people everywhere. It’s 
hard to move ahead because you are surrounded. 
The sounds of cars and buses and horns fill the air. 
Surprisingly, in the midst of the crowd and the noise 
you are calm. There is so much life around me, you 
think. How does this make you feel? As you walk 
further, you notice someone all bundled up sitting 
on the sidewalk. He is wrapped in a furry blanket on 
top of multiple layers of clothing. As you look clos-
er, he is holding a sign that reads, “Are you ready to 
enter the wilderness?”  You think, how strange. 
What do you think this means? 
 You are curious, so you decide to walk over 
to him. He looks up at you. His eyes look directly 
into yours. He smiles. What do you want to say to 
him? He says to you, “Are you ready? The time is 
coming and is now. Are you ready?”  
 “Ready for what?”  you answer. He smiles 
and laughs a little. “Are you ready to enter your wil-
derness, ready to go into the wild to find what is 
most real?”  His laugh makes you smile. You won-
der, where is my wilderness? The man looks up at 
you with a look that is full of love and acceptance. 
“I can only bring the message. It’s up to you to ac-
cept it. There is one coming who is fully alive, and 
he offers that to you. He has been to his wilderness, 

and he knows pain and suffering.”  Where is your 
wilderness? What in your life do you need to ac-
cept? What pains are you holding onto? 
 He looks up at you and sees how you may be 
struggling to understand. He smiles and says, “He is 
coming to take all that you want to hide in darkness 
and bring it into the light of love and acceptance. 
Will you let him?”  He smiles. You think you see such 
love in his eyes but you aren’t sure. 
 As you walk away, you think about what he 
said about acceptance and love, about pain and 
suffering. But your mind goes back to one phrase he 
said. Will you let him? Will you let him? Will you? 
Where is your wilderness? 

Concluding Prayer 
Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  
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Have you ever noticed that the holidays bring out the worst in our worry-
ing? Several years ago I went through a dark period of illness and distress. 
As soon as one difficulty passed, another took its place. By the beginning 
of Advent I had fallen into a fretful habit of “What if-ing.” “What if the new 
medication doesn’t work?” “What if I have to cancel that work project?” 

“What if I still feel like this on Christmas—how will I get the dinner done, the house 
cleaned? . . .” 

“The Lord is good to those who hope in him, to those who are searching for his love” (Lamentations 
3:25). As days passed and I practiced tossing What-if’s out of my head whenever they intruded, I was 
surprised at how often I wasted perfectly good hours by worrying about something that hadn’t hap-
pened yet—and might never. I realized that when my own store of hope was used up, there always 
seemed to be someone around (maybe an earth angel?) who could show me the rainbow hidden from 
my view. Although I endured miserable moments and it took discipline not to return to the old pattern, 
eventually I stopped focusing on the fearful future and decided to enjoy just this one hour. (The right 
medication helped, too.) 

Today I look back upon that period with astonishment, for not one of my worries ever came to pass. A 
waste of energy, yes, but also a lesson. As St. Paul reminds us, “Hoping for what we cannot see means 
awaiting it with patient endurance” (Romans 8:25). Each Advent, as I wait for the Child who brought us 
the hope that never fades, I give thanks.  

Joan Wester Anderson has been a freelance writer and public 
speaker for almost thirty years.  

Loyola Press 2022 

A Habit of Hope  

https://www.loyolapress.com/authors/tom-mcgrath


ALTAR SERVERS 
     AMR: Steven Galindo 
 sgalindo674@gmail.com   
     MPC: Amy Nicanor  
 amy.nicanor@yahoo.com 
 
EMHC (EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS) 
     AMR: Tyler McNamee 
 Tyler.mcnamee18@gmail.com 
     MPC:  Rodolfo Fuentes Colon 
 rdjmb5@yahoo.com 
 
LECTORS 
     AMR: Erik Figueroa  
 figueroaes4308@gmail.com 
     MPC: Kacey Kempo 
 kempo.kacey@gmail.com 
 
MUSIC 
     AMR:  Dorothy Linstrom  
 hawaii4dottie@gmail.com  
     MPC: Eliza Tizon  
 sbmpc.choir@gmail.com  
 
 
HOSPITALITY: 
     MPC: Shasta Davalos & Antonio Davalos 
 mpchospitalityministry@gmail.com  
     AMR: Kate Olsen 
 chad_kate@hotmail.com 
 
VISITATION: 
      MPC: Ashley Nunez-Davis 
 ashnun@gmail.com 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Military Catholic Community of  

Saints Damien and Marianne  
Shares Jesus' Love with all  

whom we encounter  
To build the Kingdom of God through  

SCHOFIELD/ALIAMANU CATHOLIC STAFF  

PRIEST 
Fr. Joe Fleury 
 joseph.m.fleury.mil@army.mil 
Fr. Lyndon Jong 
 chsjong@yahoo.com 
Fr. John Gabriel 
 john.b.gabriel2.mil@army.mil 
 
CATH. PASTORAL LIFE COOR. (CPLC)  
Keahi Teson Cell: (808) 271-4626 
 ktesoncplc5452@gmail.com 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
     MPC Mandy Gardiner 
 mandy.l.gardiner.civ@mail.mil  
     OCIA: Howard Killian 
 killianh001@hawaii.rr.com 
     AMR: Please contact Mandy Gardiner          
     OCIA: Dave Shanahan 
 davidmshanahan76@gmail.com 
 
CATHOLIC WOMEN OF THE CHAPEL (CWOC) 
     AMR: Chantelle Nelson  
 chantellenelson12@gmail.com 
    MPC: Jannette Kantor 
 jannvargas@yahoo.com   
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
     AMR: Steven Galindo 
 sgalindo674@gmail.com   
     MPC:  Bob Allen 
 allencrs@hawaiiantel.net 
 
PASTORAL ADVISORY COUNCIL (PAC)   
     President: Zachary Francis  
 zfranmarine@gmail.com 
     Vice President: David Shanahan  
 davidmshanahan76@gmail.com 
     Financial Advisor:  Jaime Davalos 
 jaimedavalos@ymail.com 
 

https://stsdmmcc.com 


