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JANUARY 22, 2023: 3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Jesus does not opt for the 

comforts of the familiar 

but embraces God's call to 

find those who are in need 

of a word of God wherev-

er they might live. After 

all, this is the  

message of the  

prophecy. God has prom-

ised to reach all the na-

tions. Light has reached 

those who formerly 

dwelled in darkness  

and death.  
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 Today’s Gospel describes the 
beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. 
In the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke (called the Synoptic Gos-
pels), Jesus’ public ministry begins 
after his baptism by John the Bap-
tist and after his retreat to the de-
sert where he was tempted by the 
devil. When Jesus returns from the 
desert, he hears that John has been 
arrested. 
The first part of today’s Gospel plac-
es Jesus’ ministry in the context of 
the writings of the prophet, Isaiah. 
Matthew wants to show that Jesus 
is the fulfillment of the prophecies 
given to the people of Israel, and he 
refers to Isaiah to do so. Isaiah says 
that the Messiah will begin his minis-
try in Galilee, the land of the Gen-
tiles. When Jesus begins to preach 
in Galilee, Matthew points to his 
ministry as a fulfillment of Isaiah’s 
prophecy, proof that Jesus is the 
Messiah. 
When Jesus called his first disciples, 

the Gospel tells us that the fisher-
men (Peter and Andrew, James and 
John) dropped everything to follow 
Jesus immediately. Yet this Gospel 
tells us little about the prior experi-
ence that the fishermen had of Je-
sus. Did they know him? Had they 
heard him preach? What kind of per-
son must Jesus have been to invoke 
such a response? We can imagine 
that Jesus was a powerful presence 
to elicit a response as immediate 
and complete as these first disciples 
gave. 
The Gospel concludes with a de-
scription of the ministry that Jesus 
begins in Galilee. Jesus inaugurates 
the Kingdom of God with his work. 
He teaches in the synagogue and 
preaches the kingdom. His ability to 
cure people’s diseases and illness is 
a sign of the kingdom. In Jesus’ min-
istry, we already begin to see the 
Kingdom of God among us. SUNDAY 
CONNECTION, Loyola Press 
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SUNDAY, 1/22/2023 
READINGS 

 
First Reading 
Isaiah 8:23-9:3 

The people in darkness have 
seen a great light. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 27:1,4,13-14 
The Lord is our refuge, our 

light, our salvation. 
 

Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 1:10-13,17 

Paul urges the community at 
Corinth to be united as peo-

ple baptized in Christ’s name. 
 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 4:12-23 

Jesus begins to preach in  
Galilee and calls his first  

disciples.  

BACKGROUND ON THE GOSPEL  
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 LITURGY OF THE WORD: GOD SPEAKING TO US  
 

 
 
CHRIST PRESENT IN HIS WORD  
 At the beginning of Mass on Sunday, as the priest processes in, someone, either a Deacon or a lec-
tor, is carrying in a large book. This book, often bound in red leather or even in silver and gold is the book 
of the gospels. We carry this book in, and place it prominently in the center of the altar, drawing our eyes 

towards it as the focal point during the first half of the Mass. This first half is 
called the Liturgy of the Word, and it centers around the contents within 
that book.  
We should ask ourselves: why do we treat a book with such reverence? Why 
is this book placed on the altar and made the center of attention of our 
worship? The answer is that within that book are the words of Jesus Christ.  
 In the beginning of the gospel of John, the apostle begins by telling 
us, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.” God's presence is there in the words of scripture. This is 
made all the more real when later on in that first chapter of John's gospel, 
he tells us that that Word, “was made flesh,” referring to Jesus Christ. Jesus 
is the Word of God made flesh. And so, our faith tells us that Jesus Christ is 
present to us in the proclaiming of scripture, and most especially the four 
gospels, which are the recorded words of Jesus Christ himself: his teach-
ings, his parables, his miracles, and ultimately the historical events of his 
life, passion, death, and resurrection. We enshrine the Gospels because 
within those words are Jesus Christ.  
 But it is not only the gospels in which God's word is made known to 
us. Yes, the gospels have pride of place because they are the words of God 
spoken by the very mouth of God, Jesus Christ. However, all of scripture, 

Old Testament and New Testament, are inspired by the Holy Spirit. There is no word in all of scripture that 
is not from God himself. When the Church compiled the Bible over 1700 years ago, it did so under the in-
spiration of the Holy Spirit so that the whole world had the same inspired word of God to help shape their 
lives. These words of holy scripture are what we proclaim at Mass. Jesus Christ speaks to us at every Mass 
through His Word.  
 
A GIFT OFFERED AND RECEIVED  
It is no accident that even as God speaks to us through his Word, it is through the voices of people that 
his Word is proclaimed. Like many other gifts, God first gives us something, and then we use what He 
gave us to make something for Him in return. Even the bread we offer at Mass first came from grain that 
God gave us. So too God gives us His word in scripture, but he desires to hear us proclaim it aloud. Those 
who read the word of God are in a sense making an offering of their own voice to God, while those listen-
ing are offering up their hearing to God. In this sense, both proclaiming the Word of God and listening to 
it are themselves acts of worship.  (Continue  on page 7) 
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THE STRUCTURE OF THE LITURGY OF THE WORD  
HOW READINGS ARE CHOSEN  
 Unlike other venues, the readings used for Mass are not chosen at random. In fact, as a general 
rule, they are not chosen by any one person, but rather are chosen for the whole Church. By this, we 
mean that the readings you hear each Sunday are being read in the church in the next town, the next 
state, and even Catholic churches on the other side of the world.  
 The word “Catholic,” comes from the Greek word meaning, 
“universal,” and one of our greatest expressions of that universal 
aspect of our Church is how no matter where you go, the liturgy will 
still be the same. Whether here in Hawaii, Washington DC, London, 
Rome, or even Antarctica, the prayers, the structure, and even the 
readings will be the same. The only difference would be the lan-
guage that they use. Our readings, and indeed all the prayers at 
Mass, are chosen for the entire Church, and follow a perfect and 
inspired formula.  
 

THE FIRST READING  
 The first reading is taken either from the Old Testament or, 
during the Easter Season, the Acts of the Apostles in the New Testament. The first reading lays the foun-
dation for the whole Liturgy of the Word, often connecting to the Gospel to be proclaimed at that Mass 
by means of foreshadowing either the event of that day’s Gospel or the message behind it. It is often ei-
ther the telling of a historical event or a prophecy.  
 

THE RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
 Taken from the book of Psalms, this acts as a kind of praise in which the people take part. It is a 
reading from scripture, but it is also a dialogue between psalmist and congregation which focuses on 
praising God. The psalms would have been something Jesus and the Apostles prayed, and so taking part 
in the response, either sung or recited, connects us to them and to 2000 years of worshippers praising 
God in the same way.  
 

THE SECOND READING  
 Sometimes called the Epistle, the second reading is taken from one of the letters the New Testa-
ment written by the Apostles. This reading, addressed by the Apostles, often St. Paul, speaks to us as it 
did the early Church to whom those letters were first addressed. Our reading from them relates to the 
fact that the early Church and our Catholic Church today are the same Church, and that the message of 
these letters is as relevant to us today as it was to those early Christians.  
 

THE GOSPEL 
 Once we have announced the Gospel with the Alleluia, the deacon, or in his absence, the priest, 
proclaims the Gospel, the very words and actions of our God and Lord, Jesus Christ. We revere the Gospel 
so much that we stand during its proclamation, like a soldier at attention in the presence of their Com-
mander-in-Chief. As these are the very words of God spoken by His own lips, we bring all our focus to 
these words, for they are the peak and height of the Liturgy of the Word. It is the climax of our proclama-
tion.  (Continue on page 8) 
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THE STRUCTURE OF THE LITURGY OF THE WORD  
 
THE HOMILY  
If the Gospel is the peak of the Liturgy of the Word, then the homily is the descending from the mountain. 
The homily is the priest taking the established word of God and expressing to us how it continues to 
speak to us today, even with the cultural differences and lifetimes of history that have taken place.  
 
THE PROFESSION OF FAITH  
The Creed, which the lay faithful recite with the priest, is our symbolic response to having heard the Word 
of God. In response to the teaching of God found in scripture, we acclaim: “I believe!”  
 
THE UNIVERSAL PRAYER OR PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
The Word of God always focusses us on our mission, and so we conclude the Liturgy of the Word by offer-
ing prayers and petitions for the Church, the world, and all the needs of our community. | Diocese of Hon-
olulu – Teaching Mass 2023 



SUNDAY  OFFERING 

TOTAL DONATIONS as of 1/1/23: $3,408.01 

DATE TIME PEOPLE AMOUNT 

 15 JAN 0830 AMR 91 $575.00 

 1100 MPC 190 $644.01 

          TOTAL $1,219.01 

INFORMATION 
SACRAMENTS and 

PROGRAMS 
  

SUNDAY MASS:  
AMR 0830 & MPC 1100 

 

DAILY MASS 
MPC: Monday-Friday 1130 except Training &  

Federal Holidays 
 

ANOINTING 
Call the priest- chaplain Immediately  

 
CONFESSION 

Sundays: Before Mass or  
by appointment 

 

BAPTISM 
Contact Fr. Lyndon Jong  

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

Children & Youth: Sunday’s, Contact   
Religious Education Coordinators 

Adults: OCIA Contact Info on back page 
 

WEDDINGS 
Couples must contact the  

chaplain at least 6  
months before the wedding.  

The Archbishop requires that all couples  
celebrating marriage in the Archdiocese for Military, 

participate in one introductory session on Natural 
Family Planning.   
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CALENDAR 
JANUARY 2023 

 Sunday, 22 JAN: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 AMR 0830    
 Schofield 1100 
 Saturday, 28 JAN: St. Augustine By the Sea 

 Church tour, 1000 
 Sunday, 29 JAN: 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 AMR 0830  
 Schofield 1100 
 

FEBRUARY 2023 
 Friday, 3 FEB: First Friday Adoration 1200 MPC 
 Saturday, 4 FEB: Movie Nite, 1600  
 Confirmation  Teens, Schofield rm. 20 
 Sunday, 5 FEB: 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 AMR 0830  
 Schofield 1100 
 Sunday, 12 FEB: 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 AMR 0830  
 Schofield 1100 
 Sunday, 19 FEB: 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 AMR 0830  
 Schofield 1100 
 Wednesday, 22 FEB: ASH WEDNESDAY 
 Schofield 1130 and 1800 
 AMR 1800 
 Sunday, 26 FEB: 1st Sunday of Lent 
 AMR 0830  
 Schofield 1100 
 

MARCH 2023 
 Sunday, 5 MAR: 2nd Sunday of Lent 
 AMR 0830  
 Schofield 1100 
 Sunday, 12 MAR: 3rd Sunday of Lent 
 AMR 0830  
 Schofield 1100 
 Sunday, 19 MAR: 4th Sunday of Lent 
 AMR 0830  
 Schofield 1100 
 Sunday, 26 MAR: 5th Sunday of Lent 
 AMR 0830  
 Schofield 1100 
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ALTAR SERVERS 
     AMR: Steven Galindo 
 sgalindo674@gmail.com   
     MPC: Amy Nicanor  
 amy.nicanor@yahoo.com 
 
EMHC (EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS) 
     AMR: Tyler McNamee 
 Tyler.mcnamee18@gmail.com 
     MPC:  Rodolfo Fuentes Colon 
 rdjmb5@yahoo.com 
 
LECTORS 
     AMR: Erik Figueroa  
 figueroaes4308@gmail.com 
     MPC: Kacey Kempo 
 kempo.kacey@gmail.com 
 
MUSIC 
     AMR:  Dorothy Linstrom  
 hawaii4dottie@gmail.com  
     MPC: Eliza Tizon  
 sbmpc.choir@gmail.com  
 
HOSPITALITY: 
     MPC: Shasta Davalos & Antonio Davalos 
 mpchospitalityministry@gmail.com  
     AMR: Kate Olsen 
 chad_kate@hotmail.com 
 
VISITATION: 
      MPC: Ashley Nunez-Davis 
 ashnun@gmail.com 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Military Catholic Community of  

Saints Damien and Marianne  
Shares Jesus' Love with all  

whom we encounter  
To build the Kingdom of God through  

Christian discipleship.  
E Haku I Ka Pu’u Wai 

 
 
 

SCHOFIELD/ALIAMANU CATHOLIC STAFF  

PRIEST 
Fr. Lyndon Jong 
 chsjong@yahoo.com 
Fr. John Gabriel 
 john.b.gabriel2.mil@army.mil 
 
CATH. PASTORAL LIFE COOR. (CPLC)  
Keahi Teson Cell: (808) 271-4626 
 ktesoncplc5452@gmail.com 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
Mandy Gardiner, Director of RE 
 mandy.l.gardiner.civ@mail.mil  
     MPC: Dominique Zamora, REC 
     OCIA MPC: Howard Killian 
 killianh001@hawaii.rr.com 
     AMR: Heidi Geiger, REC  
     OCIA AMR: Dave Shanahan 
 davidmshanahan76@gmail.com 
 
CATHOLIC WOMEN OF THE CHAPEL (CWOC) 
     AMR: Chantelle Nelson  
 chantellenelson12@gmail.com 
    MPC: Jannette Kantor 
 jannvargas@yahoo.com   
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
     AMR: Steven Galindo 
 sgalindo674@gmail.com   
     MPC:  Bob Allen 
 allencrs@hawaiiantel.net 
 
PASTORAL ADVISORY COUNCIL (PAC)   
     President: Zachary Francis  
 zfranmarine@gmail.com 
     Vice President: David Shanahan  
 davidmshanahan76@gmail.com 
     Financial Advisor:  Jaime Davalos 
 jaimedavalos@ymail.com 
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