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Christmas Message 2022 
“You’ll never guess what Santa brought, a train set” the young boy tells 
his grandad early Christmas morning in the television advertisement. I 
think it’s an ad for Barry’s Tea, but it always gets my vote for the best 
and simplest Christmas message.  
Christmas is a time for gift-giving. Children, like that little boy in the 
television ad., are attracted by the gifts; we all are. But we also need to 
be attracted to the crib, to the Christmas creche, where we will learn the 
message that God’s greatest gift to us is His Son. Whatever we receive 
this Christmas, we will be very grateful for; but the gift that will last the 
longest is the knowledge and realisation that we are loved, cherished 
and held by God. 
To understand Christmas we have to understand the language of God, 
the greatest gift-giver. We find the language of God as we look into the 
crib. The inn-keeper closed one door but left the stable door ajar, enough 
for Mary and Joseph to squeeze through, exhausted by the census 
journey. The empty manger has been filled. God’s gift comes not in tinsel 
and glitter but “wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger” (Lk. 
2:12). God speaks to us from that manger, in the simplest of languages; 
we are the ones who too often complicate that message.  
Christmas brings out the best in all of us. It’s a busy time, it’s a hectic 
time, but we wouldn’t want it any different. I am so impressed by how 
the commercialisation of Christmas is matched by the generosity in 
giving to those in need: the Society of St. Vincent de Paul with their 
outreach in every parish, the local food kitchens, the Ukrainian appeals, 
support for Trócaire as it enters its fiftieth year and the many other 
causes that command our attention these days. As much as is spent on 
gifts, a huge amount is generously donated to charities. 
Christmas doesn’t have to be complicated. The message is simple, like 
the boy’s train set. The message that God’s greatest gift to us is His Son 
Jesus, and that’s a gift that keeps on giving all year round. 
May the peace and joy of Christmas be in your heart and every good wish 
and blessing for 2023.          Denis Nulty   

MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 

ROSARY MONDAY TO FRIDAY - 9.15AM 

Saturday 24 December – Christmas Eve 
Children’s & Family Mass       10am 
Confessions after mass until 12Noon 
Vigil Mass                       8pm 
Sunday 25 December – Christmas Day 
Morning Mass          10am  
 

Monday 26 December - No Morning Mass 
Tuesday 27 December  
Morning Mass         9.30am 
Wednesday 28 December 
Morning Mass         9.30am 
Kathleen Coffey (Halverstown) 
Adoration after morning prayer until        10.30am 
Thursday 29 December 
Morning Mass           9.30am 
Friday 30 December  
Morning Mass                       9.30am 
 

Saturday 31 December – New Years Eve 
Vigil Mass                       6.30pm 
Ted Johnson 
Michael Harris 
May & Hugh Delmer 
Sunday 1 January – New Year’s Day 
Morning Mass          10am  
Monday 2 January 
Morning Mass         9.30am 
Tuesday 3 January  
Morning Mass         9.30am 
Wednesday 4 January         
Morning Mass         9.30am 
Thursday 5 January          
Morning Mass         9.30am 
Leeson Family (Clongorey) 
Friday 6 January – Morning Mass      9.30am 
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MINISTERS OF THE 

WORD 

 

Saturday 24 December 
Darac O’Neill 

Sunday 25 December 
Giles Durcan 

 
Saturday 31 December 

Martin Condon 
Sunday 1 January  
Nicole Kennedy 

 

MINISTERS OF THE 

EUCHARIST 

 

Saturday 24 December 
Mary Dunne 

Philomena Delmer 
Sunday 25 December 

Máire Heneghan 
Liz Nooney 

 
Saturday 31 December 

Aoife Carey 
Sunday 1 January 

Ger Dooley 
 
The Parish Office will re-

open on Tuesday, 
January 3rd @ 9.30am 
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A message from an Garda Siochana 
An Garda Siochana wish to warn people of a doorstep fraud and 

theft offence which has become prevalent over the last number of 
weeks. Elderly People are being targeted at their homes by 
Criminals who are impersonating Gardaí. The offenders are 
fraudulently pretending to be plain clothes Gardaí who are 

checking for dud money. They have duped people all around the 
country and stolen their cash on the pretence of checking to see if it 
is genuine money. They are producing false identification to assist 

the process. 
*An Garda Siochana will never ask people about their finances on 
the doorstep of their homes and will never ask to check money 
*Always ask for Identification and do not be afraid to question it. If 

in doubt politely tell the caller that you want to verify their true 
identity.  If necessary contact your local Garda Station who will be 

able to establish quickly if the caller is a member of An Garda 
Siochana. 

*Report any such activity to your local Garda Station even if you 
have not been the victim of a theft. That report could save a 

neighbour or someone else close by. 
*Please check on elderly neighbours, family and friends and advise 

and reassure them 

 

DOG WALK takes place on the Curragh Race Course Sunday 1 Jan at 12 
noon in aid of Kildare Animal Foundation, Meet 11.45 in Trainers car park 

opposite the race course. 
All are welcome even if you do not have a dog, but if you do please keep 

them on a lead. Every cent raised goes directly to the care of sick and 
injured animals at the shelter 

           

New Year’s Blessing 
Here’s to the bright New Year and a fond farewell to the old. 

Here’s to the things that are yet to come and to the memories that 
we hold. 

May God be with you and bless you. 
May the best of this year be the worst of the next. 

May you be poor in misfortune, rich in blessings. May you know 
nothing but happiness throughout this year. 

 

Thank You For Your Support in 2022  As we rapidly approach 
the end of 2022,the Little Way Cancer Support Centre would like to 

express our sincere thanks for your generosity and support this year.  
We’ve seen a significant increase across all areas of our service as we 

emerged from the pandemic.  This demand saw us having to increase our 
therapeutic and counselling services to our clients. We owe a debt of 

gratitude to you and the wider community that through your generous 
donations it has enabled us to ensure that we provide a vital community 

cancer support service in Kildare. Little Way Cancer Support Centre 
services will re-open on the 9th January 2023 at 10am. On behalf of us all, 

we wish you a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful Christmas & New Year. 

Parish Envelopes/Bankers Orders – Next Collection – Christmas 

Collection – December 25th – Priests of the Parish. 

Sincere thanks to all who contribute regularly to the funding of 
our Church and Parish activities.  

 

Kildare Suicide Bereavement Support 
Group (KSBSG) 

Bereaved? Need To Talk? Want to Talk? 

For free confidential support phone: 086 8554852. 
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