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History of the 
Rosary

• Mother of St. Dominic – when pregnant (in Spain) she saw 
a vision of a dog leaping from her womb with a torch in its 
mouth, running throughout the world and setting it on fire

• Domini canis ≈ Dominicans

• Dominic wasn’t having much success in his preaching 
against heresy.  That’s when our Lady gave him the Rosary.



History of the 
Rosary

• Dominic in southern France 
battling Albigensian (which 
denied the incarnational 
truths).

• Instrument to battle moral 
and dogmatic errors

• New kinds of preaching for 
future errors and difficulties.

• Dominic gave short instruction 
and then 10 Hail Mary’s.  
What the homily didn’t do, 
Hail Mary’s did.



History of the Rosary

• When other groups started wearing the 

rosary as part of their habit, they wore it 

on their left, in the same way someone 

would reach down to unsheathe a sword.



History of the 
Rosary

• Plague was Satan’s response –
25 million (1/3 of the 
population of Europe) died in 8 
years.

• St. Louis de Montfort, many 
years later, in Secret of the 
Rosary, wrote, “Satan 
unleashed a plague to destroy 
the Rosary, to get rid of the 
weapon.”

• Then all the documentary 
evidence about the 
origins/history of the Rosary got 
infested and had to be 
destroyed/burned.



History of the Rosary

• Renewal in Servites/Dominicans/Franciscans to 
get back to their origins after the plague – thus, 
several different versions of the Rosary start to 
reappear.

• Example,  the 1442 Crown Rosary of the 
Franciscans



History of the Rosary

• Then Jesus, Mary, and St. Dominic started 
appearing to a Dominican in Brittany 
(northwestern France) and told him to renew 
the Rosary.

• But this Dominican refused to do it.

• Jesus told him, “The world is full of ravenous 
wolves, and you, you unfaithful dog, know 
not how to bark.”

• This Dominican was Blessed Alan de la 
Roche, who after this rebuke engaged in the 
renewal of the Confraternity of the Rosary.

• Even kings joined this, and it spread 
everywhere.



History of the Rosary

• Satan’s response – instill a hatred for the Rosary 
in the heart of a priest – Father Martin Luther.

• He called the history of the Rosary & everything 
connected with it a fable.

• “That the Rosary was prayed by no one, for the 
benefit of no one.”

• So much animosity towards the Rosary, because 
he saw it as a work.

• Between 8-10 million people leave the true faith 
during rise of Protestantism.



History of the Rosary

• What was God’s response?

• Sending Our Lady to Guadalupe to convert the 
exact same number of people in the New World.

• At the same time, a power gap between 
Protestants and Catholics remained in Europe – a 
gap that Muslims would later try to use for their 
own advantage and attempts at conquest.



History of the Rosary
• Siege of Malta in 1565

• 30,000 Muslims vs. 7,000 in the Christian 
naval coalition

• The leader of the Christian coalition, Jean 
Parisot de Valette went to a blacksmith and 
had him create a sword engraved with the 
Rosary.

• Battle was won by the Christians on 
September 11th.

• Note the significance of the date for Battle 
of Vienna in 1683 as well as the attacks on 
9-11.



History of the Rosary
• Battle of Lepanto in 1571

• Muslims went back and amassed a huge army, hundreds of 
thousands, but the pope (Saint Pius V), a Dominican, 
responded by forming a militia.

• The pope himself went to the naval fleet that was to gather at 
Lepanto.

• Each man had a Rosary.

• There was a copy of the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe on 
board of the ship of Don Juan, commander of the fleet.

• On the eve of the great battle, the pope went to the 
Dominican convent of Santa Maria Sopra Minerva in Rome to 
pray the Rosary for Our Lady’s intervention in the ensuing 
battle.

• The pope had a vision, even before hearing official news that 
the Christians had won a victory (on October 7 – Feast of Our 
Lady of the Rosary).



History of the Rosary

• In the New World, the Rosary – sign of 
belonging to Jesus and Mary was what the 
missionaries brought with them to teach the 
basics of the faith and to convert the natives.

• 1754 Rosary Rock – Our Lady of Lajas (in 
modern-day Colombia)



History of the Rosary

• Again, Satan’s response – The French Revolution

• Atrocities against the Catholic Church including in 
the Cathedral of Notre Dame, a church dedicated 
to Our Lady.

• Mock ceremony – a half-naked prostitute placed 
on the altar in Notre Dame, in which those 
present called out to her, “Hail goddess, full of 
reason”.



History of the 
Rosary

• God’s response – The 
Marian Age

• Marian apparitions in 
several places

• Our spiritual mother 
coming to the aid of her 
children, who were under 
attack



History of the Rosary

• Blessed Bartolo Longo (Feast Day was October 5)

• Got wrapped up in New Age, spiritualism; he was 
an “ordained satanic priest”, fruit was 
depression/anxiety etc.

• Talked to a Dominican priest who promoted the 
Rosary to him for his conversion.

• He then became a rosary crusader.

• Erected Our Lady of the Rosary Basilica in 
Pompeii



Bishop Oliver 
Doeme vs. 

Boko Haram

(December of 2014)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83KIv9tlC0Y


Structure of the Rosary
• 13th – 16th Century

• Our Lady’s Psalter (laymen’s psalter) – 150 Hail 
Mary’s to imitate the 150 psalms of the literate 
monks

• 15 Our Fathers to break up 150 Hail Mary’s

• Mysteries to be pondered (influenced by 
Dominic)

• At one point, 1 mystery for every Hail Mary, but 
grew out of this because it was inconvenient to 
carry a book around

• 14th-15th century – Glory Be added – because monks 
included Glory Be at the end of each psalm



Mary’s Promises 
• Whoever shall faithfully serve me by 

the recitation of the Rosary, shall 
receive powerful graces. 

• I promise my special protection and 
the greatest graces to all those who 
shall recite the Rosary. 

• The Rosary shall be a powerful armor 
against hell, it will destroy vice, 
decrease sin, and defeat heresies.

• It will cause virtue and good works to 
flourish; it will obtain for souls the 
abundant mercy of God; it will 
withdraw the hearts of people from 
the love of the world and its vanities, 
and will lift them to the desire of 
eternal things. Oh, that souls would 
sanctify themselves by this means. 



• The soul which recommends itself to me by the 
recitation of the Rosary, shall not perish. 

• Whoever shall recite the Rosary devoutly, applying 
Himself to the consideration of its Sacred 
Mysteries shall never be conquered by misfortune. 
God will not chastise Him in His justice, he shall 
not perish by an un provided death; if he be just, 
he shall remain in the grace of God, and become 
worthy of eternal life. 

• Whoever shall have a true devotion for the Rosary 
shall not die without the Sacraments of the 
Church. 

• Those who are faithful to recite the Rosary shall 
have during their life and at their death the light 
of God and the plentitude of His graces; at the 
moment of death they shall participate in the 
merits of the Saints in Paradise. 



• I shall deliver from purgatory those who have been 
devoted to the Rosary. 

• The faithful children of the Rosary shall merit a high 
degree of glory in Heaven. 

• You shall obtain all you ask of me by the recitation of 
the Rosary. 

• All those who propagate the Holy Rosary shall be 
aided by me in their necessities. 

• I have obtained from my Divine Son that all the 
advocates of the Rosary shall have for intercessors 
the entire celestial court during their life and at the 
hour of death.

• All who recite the Rosary are my children, and 
brothers and sisters of my only Son, Jesus Christ.

• Devotion of my Rosary is a great sign of 
predestination. 



• It gradually gives us a perfect 
knowledge of Jesus Christ.
It purifies our souls, washing away sin.
It gives us victory over all our 
enemies.
It makes it easy for us to practice 
virtue.
It sets us on fire with love of Our Lord.
It enriches us with graces and merits.
It supplies us with what is needed to 
pay all our debts to God and to our 
fellow men; and finally, it obtains all 
kinds of graces for us from Almighty 
God. 


