


(Hoelscher) Kuhn. The tabernacle was 
donated by the Bernard H. and Elizabeth 
(Henkhaus) Wilde Family. The church 
contains over 20 stained-glass windows that 
were completely repaired and re-leaded in 
2010-17 and funded by families of the 
parish. 

In 1927, the parish listed 212 families with 
1,055 souls. 

Church records state that the parish had a 
choir as early as 1891, when George 
Laumodiere was the church organist and 
choir leader. From the early 1900s, 
Westphalia was known for its great all-male 
choir. 

In 1914, Mrs. Johan Bockholt, nee 
Theresia Genrgross, purchased a pipe 
organ that remained in use until July 29, 
2019 when the church burned to the ground. 
The organ was built in St. Louis, MO in 1914 
by Kilgen & Son, Inc. 

In the 1950s and 1960s ladies became 
members of the choir, and it remains the 
same to this day. The pipe organ was 
completely restored in 1979 when the 
community celebrated its 100 years of 
existence. 

The Church of the Visitation received a 
Texas Official Historical Marker in 1978, and 
the church was included in the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1996 as part of 
the Rural Historic District in the State of 
Texas, the first to be named in Texas. 

The Church had weathered many years, 
and repairs were made-new roofs, new 
copper sheeting on towers, and paintings. 

But it could not stand the wrath of the 
blistering flames that saw it remain only a 
pile of rubble after 45 minutes on July 29, 
2019. May God's blessings be with the 
Westphalia parishioners. 

Westphalia Businesses 

Hering's Store---Cont'd 

The "Drug Store" owned by Walter H. 
Fiedler was purchased by W.C. (Buddy) 
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Hering in 1953. It was later owned by 
Buddy, his wife, Frances, and their four 
children for over 50 years. It carried a line of 
groceries, served fried fish meals during 
Lent, and hamburger the year round for 
hungry visitors. Folks could enjoy their 
favorite drinks and even participate in 
Karoke sessions. 

The store acquired the original brass 
chandelier that hung in the Church of the 
Visitation. 

It was an entertaining place to be. F ranees 
sold the store to another party. It remains 
closed at this time. 

H.A. Hoelscher Store--Cont'd 

After the death of H.A. Hoelscher in 1937, 
his son Emil manned the store until his 
death in 1941. It was then purchased by 
H.A.'s daughter, Odila and her husband, and
the names was changed to Charles Kleypas
General Merchandise from 1941 to 1968.
From 1968, Kleypas's daughter, Charlotte
and husband, Johnnie Thornton and their
children owned the store. They added a
restaurant that became a thriving business
by serving barbeque on Friday and Saturday
evenings, and serving hamburgers. It was a
successful business where families from
miles around could enjoy a night out where
good times were available.

From 1982 to 1992, Eugene (Gene) 
Jansing leased the store from the Thornton 
family. Working in the store since he was in 
high school, Gene was a vital part of the 
community, and everyone enjoyed Gene 
very much. 

In 1992, due to ill health, Gene gave the 
the store back to the Thornton family. From 
that time on the store became "The Old 
Store" 

Today "The Old Store" serves as a venue 
for company parties, birthday celebrations, 
reunions, and other gatherings. It is 
managed by Jimmy and Kathy Thornton. 


