


 

 

SAINT AUGUSTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH  DECEMBER 2, 2018 

Birthday List 
Dec. 2 Ben Ahler, Jeanette Blackhall, Joe Effinger, Kurt Hamstra,  
 Kaitlin Nagel 
Dec. 3 Jill Mathew, Giuseppe Tifoideo 
Dec. 4 Carolyn Henry, Georgia McKim 
Dec. 5 Michael Debb, Elizabeth Ellrich 
Dec. 6 Max Baer, Judy Koebcke, Karen Liersch,  
 Gabriela Ordones, Frederick Stath 
Dec. 7 Melissa Ahler, Caitlin Hamstra, Gwen Messman,  
 Amanda Warrren 
Dec. 8 Michael Effinger, Cheryl Hillan 

Minister Schedule for Dec. 8 & 9 
Saturday:   
5:00PM Greeters:  M. Jagoda, E. Waymire 
  Lector: Janice Mercer 
 Ministers:   R/P Hueser, J. Mercer, D/D Nagel 
 Servers: Alex Nagel & Annalise Yeager 
Sunday:  
7:30AM Greeters: N. Shide, P/D Schulenburg 
  Lector:  Sharon Blasky 
 Ministers: R. Geleott, R. Woolley, T. Korniak Jr., 
   M. Nagel, B. Warren  
 Servers: Tate & Graham Drone 
10:00AM Greeters: Tom & Sue Wing, Renee Castle & Family 
  Lector: Sarah Mahnesmith 
 Ministers: R. White, C. Scheurich, M. Hanna,  
   R. Brooks, H. Jordan 
 Servers:   , Emily Myers, Abby & Taylor Jordan 

Care Ministers for Dec. 2-9 
 Dec. 1/2– A. Nagel;  Dec. 3– C. Hanna;   

               Dec. 4– B. Post;                  Dec. 5– ML Debb;        

Dec. 6– G. Schnk;      Dec. 7– None;    Dec. 8/9– N. Myers  

Make a Gift That Will Make a Difference 
Your gifts of cash, stock, real estate and insurance are needed to 

make the St. Augustine Catholic Parish Fund grow, giving our 
Parish a perpetual income.  Contact the church office today to 

learn more of how a gift today can be transformed into an eternal 
gift that helps pass on our Catholic heritage. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2– First Sunday of Advent 
 7:30am  Stephen J. Lane 
 10:00am For the Parish 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 3 
 8:00am Communion Service 
  8:30-2:30pm Eucharistic Adoration 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4– St. John Damascene 
 5:30pm Repose Soul of Robert Lyle Smart 
WED., DECEMBER 5 
  8:00am Margaret Slaughter 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6– St. Nicholas 
  8:00am Repose Soul of Selma Smart 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7– St. Ambrose 
 8:30am Jim Worden 
 7:00pm Marie A. Summers 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8 
 5:00pm  Ruth & Marcella Kanney 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9– Second Sunday of Advent 
 7:30am  For the Parish 
 10:00am In Honor of Jeanette Robinson’s 100th Birthday 

Baptisms at Saint Augustine 
Please welcome Jackson & Drew Zacher, the children 
of Brian & Nicole Zacher, into the Catholic faith.  They 
were baptized at St. Augustine on November 17, 2018.   

Stewardship 

Total for 11/11/18    $       4778.50  
 
Envelopes/checks & Loose Collection            $        
Automatic (Online) Giving (weekly average)   $         601.00  
          Totals were not available at the bulletin deadline   

 Gifts for Advent 
Jump into Advent with a new 2019 with a 

Liturgical Calendar from your parish family and 
Advent daily prayer books.  Both can be found 

next to the church doors. 

Beware of Drowsiness 
  

 My dad worked hard—often six days a week—when I was 
a child.  He still works hard and takes care of my mother.  He is 
strong both in mind and body, and it is his deep sense of care for 
his family that keeps him going.  When dad was watching the 
evening news, his fatigue would show.  He always said, “I’m just 
resting my eyes,” when my mother told him to go lay down.  We 
knew he had dozed.  As an adult I have a great appreciation for 
“resting my eyes. 
 Today we are reminded by Jesus to be ever-vigilant.  We 
do not have time to rest our eyes because we must always be 
ready to meet Christ who is returning.  Is our house in order?  Are 
we ready to receive the Lord who comes to redeem the 
world?  Jesus speaks directly to the apostles, and Paul issues a 
similar message to the Thessalonians.  We must do what is right, 
act with justice and mercy, and show love to our neighbors.   
 Advent reminds us that the Church is always waiting.  We 
do not wait passively.  We wait actively by practicing the works of 
mercy, by welcoming strangers, by mending past hurts and nearly-
expired relationships.  Advent reminds us that we are held in God’s 
womb waiting to be born anew.  As the season begins, let us take 
stock of ourselves and of our parish.  What do we need to do to get 
ready to receive the Lord?  What still needs to happen in our 
hearts and homes to make room for Christ?  Where are we closing 
doors that need to be opened?  Both Jesus and St. Paul plead for 
our vigilance.  May this time of Advent allow us all to pause, take 
stock, and pledge to be more like who Christ asks us to be. As 
much as we’d like to rest our eyes, the time has not yet come. 

~ Tony Butler, Director of Religious Education 

Holy Day of Obligation Mass Schedule: 
Solemnity of Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary: 
 December 7th– Vigil Mass at 7:00pm 
Christmas Vigil Masses: December 24th at 5:00 & 10:00pm 
Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord:  December 25th at 10:00am 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God:   
 December 31st– Vigil Mass at 5:30pm 
 January 1st– Mass at 8:00am 
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Stress, Depression and the Holidays: 
Tips for coping 

 
The holiday season often brings unwelcome 
guests  - stress and depression.  And it's no 

wonder.  The holidays present a dizzying array 
of demands - parties, shopping, baking, 

cleaning and entertaining, to name a few. 
 

Tips to prevent holiday stress and depression: 
1.   Acknowledge your feelings.  It's ok to be sad, you can't force 
yourself to be happy. 
2.   Reach out.  If you feel lonely or isolated, seek out community 
or religious events. 
3.   Be realistic.  The holidays don't have to be perfect or just like 
last year.  Families change and grow. 
4.   Set aside differences.  Try to accept family members and 
friends as they are. 
5.   Stick to a budget.  Before you go gift and food shopping, 
decide how much money you can afford to spend. 
6.   Plan ahead.  Set aside specific days for shopping, baking, 
visiting friends and other activities. 
7.   Learn to say no.  Saying yes when you should say no can 
leave you feeling resentful and overwhelmed. 
8.   Don't abandon healthy habits. 
9.   Take a breather. 
10. Seek professional help if you need it. 

 
Don't let the holidays become something you dread.  Instead, take 

steps to prevent the stress and depression that can descend 
during the holidays.  With a little planning and some positive 

thinking, you can find peace and joy during the holidays.  Feel free 
to contact your Parish Nurse, Jocelyn Ventrello at 

ventrello@embarqmail.com for any questions. 

Saint Augustine Histories 
John & Rose Marie Groppe have some histories and photo 

directories of the parish to give away to anyone who would like to 
have them. If you are interested in any or all of them, contact John 

at 866-7694. 

 1940 Dedication of Saint Augustine’s Church 

 1983 centennial booklet featuring the first 100 years of Saint 
Augustine church and school 

 The Story of Saint Augustine’s from Pioneer Days: 1868 to 
1882 to 1958 written by Fr. Edwin G. Kaiser, C.PP.S. 

 1983 Saint Augustine parish photo directory  

 1995 Saint Augustine parish photo directory 

 2005 Saint Augustine parish photo directory 

 2001 booklet commemorating the work of the C.PP.S. 
worldwide 

Join Us for Wednesday Evening Parish Meals! 

Join us for food and fellowship prior to Wednesday evening 
programs.  Dinner begins at 5:45 pm in the basement. 

All parishioners are welcome to join us for dinner. Free-
will donations are appreciated.   

There will not be any dinners during the month of 
December.  They will resume on January 9th. 

Knights of Columbus Friday Fish Fry! 

Join us  for a Fish Fry at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall on December 7 & 14th. 

 Serving takes place from 5:00 – 7:00 pm. 
Featuring Pollack, Tilapia (baked and Fried) , Shrimp & Chicken 

Strips with all you can eat salad bar. Take Outs (866-9938),  

Advent Communal Penance Services 
December 5  St. Augusta, Lake Village 
December 10  St. Patrick, Oxford 
December 12  Sacred Heart, Remington 
December 17  St. Charles, Otterbein & St. Cecilia, Demotte 
December 18  Sacred Heart, Fowler 
December 19  St. Augustine, Rensselaer 
 
All penance services are at 7:00pm local time.   

Sending Christmas Cheer 
As members of the Evangelization Committee, 

Bill and I would again like to sponsor our 
Parish project “Sending Christmas Cheer.” We 
always have a positive response from fellow 

parishioners who like to reach out to people in 
the community who might need a kind gesture to bring them 

Christmas cheer. On the week end of December 15th, I will be 
present at each mass to distribute 20 gift cards of $25.00 each for 

either Family Express, Strack and Van Til, or Walmart. We are 
hoping our parishioners including our youth will have someone in 

mind who could use a helping hand over the holidays. We ask you 
to take a gift card home (at no cost to you), put it in a Christmas 
Card and sign the card “Your friends at St Augustine.” If anyone 
would like to help fund this project , please send a check to us at 
157 West Emmet Ave., Rensselaer or place an envelope in the 

collection basket marked “Christmas Cheer.” Thank you for helping 
to make this project so successful. Sincerely, 

Dianne Hollerman  

We would like to extend our appreciation to 
all the helping hands that helped clean the 

church in preparation for Christmas, 
changed out the missalettes and set up the 

outside nativity!  Thank you! 

Adult Education Opportunity! 
Walk through the Mass with Bishop Barren and be transformed 
through insights on this most privileged and intimate encounter 

with Our Lord Jesus Christ 
The Tuesday 10:00am-11:30am group will meet, in the St. A 

church basement  
The Wednesday 6:30-8:00pm group will meet at the KofC Hall  

Salvation Army Bell Ringing Help Needed 

St. Augustine Church volunteers will be ringing the bell and 
accepting donations in front of Walmart for the Salvation army on  

Dec. 1:  2-5pm; Dec. 2: 4-6pm; Dec. 20:  4-6pm 

 Shifts will be 1/2 hour.  Please contact Cheryl Hillan at 869-3384 
or the church office at 866-5351if your family would like to take a 

shift. Shifts will go fast so please call early to get a convenient time. 

 

The Giving Tree 
Once again, St. Augustine will have the Giving 

Tree.  It is located by the North entrance near the 
school parking lot.  The ornaments on the tree 

are as follows: 
Bell = prayer intentions (these are individuals 

who are in need of your prayers & possibly a card 
or visit) 

Stocking= boys and girls material needs (size 
and age are listed) 

If you take an ornament, please attend to it as 
soon as you can.  For material needs, we ask 

that the gifts be wrapped and the paper ornament attached to it.  
Please bring the gifts back to the church no later than December 
16th.  Gifts may be returned earlier, but not later please!  Thank 
you to all who participate.  Contact the parish office 866-5351 or 

Sarah Mahnesmith 866-2650 if you have questions. 
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The Kindergarten and First grade classes at St. A school 
celebrated Thanksgiving with a pilgrim and Indiana feast in the 

church basement.   

St. Augustine School Money Board   
This fundraiser will be available throughout the year at mass and 

other social events. Envelopes are labeled $1-100, as well as a few 
"name your own price" envelopes.  Choose an envelope and place 
the noted dollar amount inside.  Place the envelope with money in  

with the church offering, or either the church or school office.  
Checks may be made payable to St. Augustine School.  The 

Money board is located by the McKinley street entrance.  

SASBUCK$ News:  Every family with a child attending St. A is 
responsible for earning $50 worth of SAS Buck$ for the school. If 
you are new to the program and got off to slow start doing your 

regular weekly shopping with scrip cards this year, be sure to use 
them to do your Christmas shopping! Many popular merchants 
offer these cards, which come at no additional cost to you (the 

price of the gift card is how much the gift card is worth). If you use 
Amazon to buy Christmas gifts, buy an electronic Amazon gift card 

first and then use the code on the card to purchase the items in 
your Amazon cart. If you’re already set up to buy cards online that 

process only takes a minute or two. If you’re not already set up, 
visit www.shopwithscrip.com to learn how to register.   

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN HELPING STUDENTS FUND THEIR 
EDUCATION AT ST. A SCHOOL & RECEIVE A TAX CREDIT? 

   St. Augustine School has partnered with the Institute for Quality 
Education for scholarship funding. This scholarship granting 
organization (SGO) will award needs-based financial assistance to 
St. Augustine School students if the family meets the income 
guidelines. The money in our account with the Institute for Quality 
Education comes from donations. 
   Donors who give to this SGO are eligible to take advantage of a 
50% credit against their state tax liability for contributions made 
toward these scholarships in addition to a federal deduction.  
   Donations may be mailed with a form available at the school or 
submitted online: www.i4qed.org.  For more info please contact  
St. Augustine School at 866-5480 or schooler@s-augustine.org. 

50/50 Membership 
Fifty/Fifty is an ongoing school fundraiser and we are looking 

for new members. The cost for one year is $60 or $30 for six 
months. Every month the drawing is held on the third Friday.  

Please Join Today!!! 
$100- Stacey Kurdelak; $75- Phil Nagel; 

$50- Carol and Harvey Wood; $25- Tony and Brenda Butler 

Save the date!  The Spring Social for the 2018-
2019 academic year will be held on Saturday, 

April 27th at The Farmhouse Restaurant in 
Demotte.  Please join us for a night of music, 

dinner and a silent auction to benefit our school. 

Campbell Soup Labels 
The Campbell soup company is no longer offering their label 
reward program.  Thank you for the many years of collecting 

them for the school. 

Parish Penance Service 
The Parish Penance Service is scheduled for Wednesday, 

December 19th at 7:00 pm.  There will be pizza and "open gym" for 
middle school and high school youth in the school gym from 6:00 

to 6:45 pm that evening.  Bring a dessert or snack to share. 

March for Life 
High School Students are invited 

to attend the March for Life 
scheduled for January 17-

20!  Information packets are 
available from Kris Dobson or 

information can be found on the 
Diocese of Lafayette 

website.  Registrations are on a 
first come basis.  Please sign up 

by December 5th.   
Salvation Army Bell Ringing:  Middle School and 
High School Youth are invited to help Ring the Bells 
for The Salvation Army!  Report directly to the St. A 
adult in charge at Wal-mart on Wednesday, 
December 5th.  Dress warmly and festively.   

6:00-6:30 pm Sixth Grade Youth 
6:30-7:00 pm Seventh Grade Youth 
7:00-7:30 pm Eighth Grade Youth 
7:30-8:00 pm High School Youth 

There will not be any Wednesday Evening Meals during the 
month of December.  The next meal will be January 9th. 

All grades 1-12 will meet on Wednesday, 
December 12th.  Grades 1-10 will participate in 
Safe and Sacred lessons.  Peer Ministers and 

Peers in Training will deliver cookies and sing to to 
shut-ins and parish volunteers.   
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You have a wonderful Catholic heritage.  Pass it on! 

Just as we insure financial health for our families, we must plan for 
the health of our faith families.  Your planned gift to the St. 

Augustine Catholic Parish Fund will provide financial support 
forever.  You have a wonderful Catholic heritage.  Pass it on! 

Believe in the power of prayer! 
If you would like to add someone to the prayer 
list, please contact Sharon Davisson at 866-

4675.  If you would like to join the  
St. A email or phone Prayer Tree, please submit your email 

address to sharondavisson@gmail.com or call 866-4675.   

Catholic Volunteer Network 
Would you like to make a difference in your comminty, the country, 

or the world?  Do you want to serve those in need and work for 
social justice?  Check out RESPONSE 2017, a free guide listing 

nearly 200 faith based volunteer programs and thousands of 
opportunities.  Volunteers serve full-time for periods of one week to 

one year or more across the US and in more than 100 countries 
worldwide.  Summer and school break opportunites are also 

available.  Our volunteers are from all walks of life— from high 
school to senior citizens and every stage in between.  Positions are 

available fro both single and married volunteers, including those 
with children.   

Contact Catholic Volunteer Network to receive your free copy 
today.  Call 800-543-5046 or visit 

www.catholicvolunteernetwork.org. 

We Need Extraordinary Ministers of 
the Eucharist and Care Ministry 

Volunteers!  
We are in need of ministers for Sunday 

mass and Care Ministers to take communion 
to Hospital & Alternacare, and the Care 

Center.  We can work around your 
schedule.  Only available once or twice a 

month?  We would still appreciate your help.  It is not difficult and 
does not require a lot of time or training.  Interested individuals 

should contact the church office to schedule a brief training 
session.  Won’t you consider giving some time to serve Christ?  

Visit our Church Website! 
Visit the church at www.saugustine.org!  You can use 

Online Giving to catch-up on offertory.  Click on the 
Online Giving link, it’s quick and easy.  Stay up to date 
with online bulletins!  Check ministry calendars, find 

out Holy day schedules, view the readings of the 
day, see pictures of church events and more!  

Questions about your faith? Would you like to know the 
Church’s stance on different current issues?  Links have been 

added for many Catholic resources.   Bookmark it on your 
computer or add it to your smart phone’s home screen today! 

Evangelization Committee  
The Saint A Evangelization Committee has been 

responsible for organizing many events & activities. 
There are many subcommittees that have evolved 

such as the Communications/Media Group, the 
Education/Faith Learning Group, Works of Mercy 

Group, etc.  If you have an interest in learning more 
about the different avenues of this committee or to get involved, 

contact Doug Nagel (866-2128) or Cathy Hanna (869-0120).   

Won’t you join us for an hour of prayer? 
Every Thursday, following morning Mass, 

parishioners join together in prayer.  Won’t you take 
an hour of your week to pray for peace in our world.  

Through God all things are possible.  We look 
forward to seeing you!   

Manual Wheelchair & Lift Training 
A manual wheelchair has been donated to our church for use by 

anyone physically challenged who would appreciate easy 
transportation from their car to the lift.  If you know of someone 

who would benefit from using the chair, please contact the church 
office.  Likewise, if anyone would like to be instructed on how to 
use the handicap lift, please call the office at 866-5351 or email 

marieoliver@parish.dol-in.org.  Thank you!  

Join our Parish Family! 
Are you a registered parishioner? 

Do not take for granted that you are registered in the 
Parish just because you attend Mass or your relatives 
are members.  It could be quite embarrassing to us, 
you and your family when someone wants to make 
wedding plans, have a baby baptized, attend Faith 
Formation, or if you are asked to be a Sponsor for 

Baptism or confirmation requiring a note of Catholicity 
from us.  If we have no record of membership, we cannot provide 
these services for you.  Contact us today!  Call  219-866-5351 or 

email us at marieoliver@parish.dol-in.org 

Rosary CD Available for Use 
A copy of Fr. Kostka’s Rosary CD has been 

donated to Steinke and Jackson’s Funeral Chapel 
for use at services.  This beautiful recitation of the 
rosary is a welcome resource for those planning 

funeral services.  

BE BOLD.  BE CATHOLIC.  
Tune into Catholic T.V. station, EWTN.  They provide exceptionally 

insightful programs, and daily Rosary and Mass services.  Direct 
T.V. #370 and Dish offer this station.  The weekly schedule can be 

obtained at ewtn.net/multimedia/weekly-schedules.asp.  Adjust 
times to your area.     

A Card to Show We Care! 
Did you know that St. Augustine has an ongoing 
card ministry?  Periodically, greeting cards are 

sent to those in our community/parish who might need cheer or 
support.  If you know someone who would benefit from a personal 

note from our parish, contact Phyllis Mingear at 863-3669.   

Parish Library News! 
Are you interested in learning about your faith?  

Perhaps you’d like to read interesting literature by 
popular authors, such as Matthew Kelly.  Please 

feel free to borrow a book from the large cabinet in 
the church basement (next to the television).  

Simply sign the book out using the notebook located next to the 
cabinet.  There are a few audio books available for check-out also.  
New titles include:  The Mindful Catholic by Dr. Gregory Bottaro,  

5 Things Women Need to Know about Men by Dr. Allen Hunt, and 
Winning the Discipline Debates by Dr. Ray Guarendi. 

THANK YOU 
 The advertisements that appear in this bulletin completely defray 

all publishing costs which the church would otherwise incur. Please 
patronize the sponsors on the back of this bulletin and thank them 

for their kind generosity. 

Want to learn the secret to living your marriage 
sacrament freely, totally, faithfully and fruitfully?  

Come learn Natural Family Planning; it’s highly effective and can 
do wonders for your relationship. A series of classes is beginning 
soon in your area.  To find out more or to register, contact Susan 
and Louis Hoefer, shoefer@dol-in.org or call/text 765-421-1998.   


