


 

 

SAINT AUGUSTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH  DECEMBER 15, 2019 

Birthday List 
December 15  Pedro Hernandez, Dylan Hatch, Jackson Hughes 
December 16  Dave DelPrincipe, Bessie Scheurich 
December 17  Dene Mattocks 
December 18  Parker Balvich, Annalise Yeager, Gracelynn Meding 
December 19  Libby Pickett, Marie Oliver, Tyler Nethercutt 
December 20  Steve Walter, Steve Hatch, Michael Manis 
December 21  Joe Deno, Isaac Hillan,  
           Michael Kanne, Roseanne Nagel 

Minister Schedule for Dec. 21 & 22 
Saturday:   
5:00PM Greeters: M/B Robinson 
  Lector: J. Mercer 
 Ministers: D/D Nagel, J. Mercer, R. Brooks, B Robinson 
 Servers: Brayden Mushett & Alex Nagel 
Sunday:  
7:30AM Greeters: N. Shide, P/D Schulenburg 
 Lector: E. Feicht 
 Ministers: R. Geleott, B. Warren, G/B Post, M. Nagel 
 Servers: Drew, Aidan & Aubrey Geleott 
10:00AM Greeters: J. Kohley, T/S Wing 
  Lector: Kaylei Lank 
 Ministers: R. White, D. Lank, H. Jordan, C. Sue,  
      K. Dobson 
 Servers:  Eliza, Grace & Katie Castle 

Care Ministers for Dec. 15-22 
                   Dec. 14/15– A. Nagel;   Dec. 16– C. Hanna;   

Dec. 17-None;         Dec. 18– ML Debb ;     Dec. 19– D. Hollerman;              

                     Dec. 20– None;         Dec. 21/22– B. Post 

SUNDAY, DEC. 15– Third Sunday of Advent 
 7:30am    For the Parish 
 10:00am  Jerry & Rita Nagel 
MONDAY,  DEC. 16 
 8:00am  Communion Service 
  8:30-2:30pm Eucharistic Adoration  
TUESDAY, DEC. 17 
 5:30pm Special Intention of Michael & Mary Lee Debb 
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 18 
 8:00am  Chuck Worden     
THURSDAY, DEC. 19 
  8:00am  Living/deceased of the Reichert & White Families 
  8:30-9:30am Holy Hour 
FRIDAY, DEC. 20 
  8:30am Joe & Marie Kosta 
SATURDAY, DEC. 21 
 4:00pm Confession 
 5:00pm Emma & Joseph Thomas 
SUNDAY, DEC. 22– Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 7:30am   For the Parish 
 10:00am  Mr. & Mrs. CH Craig 

Baptism at Saint Augustine 
Please welcome Arya Lynn Whitaker, the child of Kyle 

Whitaker & Amber Southard, into the Catholic faith.  
The baptism took place at St. Augustine  

on December 8th. 

Stewardship 

Totals for 12/1/19            $          7610.50 
 

Envelopes/checks & Loose Collection             $        4986.00 
 Automatic (Online) Giving (weekly average)   $          907.50 
 Totals for 12/8/19            $         5893.50 
 

We need $ 7,010.00 to meet our weekly budget goals. 

Tipping the Scales 
      This week students in fourth grade have been experimenting 
with the concepts of mass, volume, and weight.  Some of them 
experienced their initial use of balance scales.  They inevitably 
made messes with water when looking at the difference between 
the volume of water in a measuring cup and the mass of that water 
using the balance scales.  Needless to say, the scales were tipped, 
and water was displaced. 
   In the days of the prophet Isaiah, much as in the days of Jesus, 
the scales of justice had been tipped in favor of the Babylonians 
and Assyrians.  Many were oppressed by inequality and zero 
access to what we now call upward mobility.  Furthermore, the 
tribes and clans continued to be loosely united in their worship of 
the one true God.  The nation had become dry and desolate and 
spiritually stagnant or even worse spiritually rotting.  Isaiah says, 
however, that God comes with divine recompense to save the 
people.   
     Recompense is a little used word that is rightly attributed to 
God. It means to return to balance.  Overcoming the predicaments 
in our world, our Church, or our lives may be messy at times.  We 
make mistakes.  God is here to help us through Jesus the Son and 
the Holy Spirit.  We cannot bring spiritual matters into balance of 
our own accord.  We need divine help.  We need divine 
recompense to vindicate us.  God wants to restore all to God’s 
original plan where all of creation existed in a balanced state.  This 
should give us cause to rejoice. 
     On this Gaudete Sunday, we don’t just light a rose-colored 
candle to be different.  We do so because even in the doom and 
gloom around us, we believe Jesus will return.  His return will be 
with justice.  The Incarnation means all have dignity, all people are 
valued.  Created things matter and are precious to God.  What 
rejoicing there will be, but what rejoicing there already should be 
as we anticipate this promise.  Jesus is coming again to tip the 
scales and set the world aright. 

~Tony Butler, Director of Religious Education 

Christmas Eve Masses– December 24th at 5 & 9pm 
Christmas Day Mass– December 25th at 10am 

New Year’s Eve Mass– December 31st at 5:30pm 
New Year’s Day Mass– January 1st at 9am 

The Gold Star Initiative 
The Gold Star Initiative, a fundraising effort for St. Augustine 

School continues.  The purpose of the Gold Star Initiative is to raise 
$250,000 - payable over a 3-year period.  The monies raised will 

help cover operation costs and lower the parish subsidy. 
 

As we continue in the season of Advent - a time of preparation - 
think of the "life preparation" St. Augustine School has provided 
students for generations. Help us keep the St. Augustine School 

tradition thriving for generations to come with your support - 
perhaps it's a one-time gift, a pledge, encouraging others to 
support the Initiative, or referring prospective students to the 

school.  Your prayerful consideration of support is appreciated.  
If you have any questions regarding the Initiative or to request a 

pledge form, please contact Maureen Egan at 
maureenegan728@gmail.com or 219-863-3249. 
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Send Christmas Cheer 
As members of the Evangelization Committee,  Bill and I would like 
to once again sponsor the Send Christmas Cheer Project.  We will 
be purchasing 60 $25.00 gift cards to have available 20 gift cards 
at each mass this weekend. We will ask our fellow parishioners to 

take these gift cards home and put them in a Christmas card to 
send them to a person in the community who might be able to use 
a little assistance this time of year or might just need someone to 
say, “we’re thinking about you.” Please don’t sign your own name 

but sign the card “Your friends at St Augustine Catholic Church”. In 
the past we have encouraged teens to take a gift card to send to 

someone in their school who might need to know someone is 
thinking about them. 

 
We all need to keep in mind the holidays are not always a joyful 
time for everyone so let’s spread a little cheer in our community. 
We would be very pleased if any of our fellow parishioners would 
like to financially assist us in this project. If you would like please 

put your donation in the collection basket marked, ”Spread 
Christmas Cheer” or send a check to us at 157 W. Emmet Ave, 

Rensselaer, In. Special thanks to Linda and Tom Meyer who 
helped get our project started this year.  

 
Thank you very much 

Dianne and Bill Hollerman  

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS!  
The decorating committee will be putting up Christmas 

decorations on Sunday December 22 right after the 
10am mass. We always welcome anyone that would 
like to help with this task. If you have any questions 

please call Maureen Deno at 219-863-2572.  

The Giving Tree 
 TODAY is the deadline for returning gifts to the 

Giving Tree. Gifts must be returned by the end of 
10:00 AM mass with the ornament attached. This 
will ensure that each individual will receive his/her 

gift before Christmas. If you have lost your 
ornament, have forgotten your gift, or are unable to 
fulfill the need, contact Sarah Mahnesmith at (219) 
866-2650 and let her know so she will be able to 
take care of the gift. Thank you all for your help, 

and we wish everyone a very merry and blessed Christmas!  

Salvation Army Bell Ringing Help Needed 
St. Augustine Church volunteers will be ringing the bell and 

accepting donations in front of Walmart for the Salvation 
army.  We still need volunteers for Dec. 20 5-5:30 and 6-

6:30  Please contact Cheryl Hillan at 869-3384 or the 
church office at 866-5351. 

  Dear Parishioners, Family, and Friends,                                         
 When I began working in the church office in 2011, I 
never would have guessed how my life would be shaped and 
changed for the better.  I have been proud to be your church 
secretary and bookkeeper for almost 9 years.  To serve our parish 
and the Catholic church is a blessing.  Working at St. Augustine 
has enriched my personal, professional and spiritual life.  
 As time marches forward, change is inevitable.  Caye 
Jordan at Jackson Funeral Chapel is retiring at the end of January 
and I have been extended the opportunity to fill her position.  
Although I am saddened to leave the job that I have loved and that 
has become a part of my identity, I am excited for the new 
challenge and the benefits that it will bring to my family.   
 I plan to remain an active member of our parish and hope 
to help make the transition to my replacement run smoothly in 
January.  With that being said, please review the job description 
below and prayerfully consider if you or someone you know might 
be a candidate for this position.   
 Thank you all for being part of this chapter of my life.  I 
am grateful for all of our parishioners, my co-workers in ministry 
and at the school, and especially for Father Don.  Working at St. 
Augustine has been a joyful part of my life! 
 Marie Oliver, Church Secretary and Bookkeeper     

******************************************************************** 
Parish Secretary/Bookkeeper Needed    

Parish Secretary:   
Responsibilities- Typical Secretarial Duties as well as the following:   

Create and transmit the church bulletin weekly 
Record Weekly Contributions 

Maintain Parishioner Database 
Maintain Sacramental Records 

Schedule Church Facilities, Sacramental Dates, Mass Intentions 
Process Church Mailings 

Prepare Church Ministry Schedule 
The parish secretary is the first point of contact for the church 

office.  This individual should possess an ability to communicate 
clearly in written and verbal formats.  Organizational and multi-

tasking skills are highly desirable. Computer skills are necessary.  
Programs used include:  Word, Excel, Publisher, Outlook.      

Parish Bookkeeper:    
Responsibilities: 

Enter Church Expenses and prepare checks for signature of pastor 
Oversee parish Collection Counters, maintain records 

Enter Church Income 
Prepare parish bi-weekly payroll & maintain employee records 

Reconcile monthly bank statements 
Prepare annual report for the Diocese 

Prepare reports required for State of Indiana Gaming License 
Prepare Reports for pastor and finance committee 

The parish bookkeeper must understand the need for 
confidentiality and prudence.  A familiarity with QuickBooks and 

Excel are desired.                                                          

Drive-Thru Live Nativity 
Sorrowful Mother Church Youth Group presents a 

Drive-Thru Live Nativity! 
When:  Sunday, December 15th from 5-7pm 
Where:  Sorrowful Mother Catholic Church 

165 S. Grace St, Wheatfield, IN 
 

Join them for Family Fun in the Parish Hall! 
Get a 4x6 Picture with Santa!  Meet Santa’s Elf and Live Reindeer! 

Calling All Angels, Shepherds, Sheep and More! 
We love to celebrate the youth of our parish by 

spotlighting them during a special Nativity program 
on Christmas Eve.  Please join us!  Pre-schoolers - 

5th graders are encouraged to sign up and 
participate in the Nativity Play during the Christmas 
Vigil Mass on Tuesday, December 24th at 5 p.m.  

 
The practice for the play will be Thursday, 

December 19th at 5:30 p.m. in the church.  Please 
plan to attend the practice to help insure everything runs smoothly 

on Christmas Eve.  
 

Please pick up a form by the McKinley street entrance and return it 
to the school or parish office by Monday, December 16th.  You may 

also call/text Melissa Rodibaugh at (765) 412-2282 or send an e-
mail to melissa.rodibaugh@gmail.com  to register for the play.  A 

headcount is vital to ensure the main roles are filled & that we have 
enough costumes. 

 
Thank you in advance for participation of your little ones and for 
making the rehearsal/practice a priority. It will help things go as 

smoothly as possible!!  

Birthday Wishes 
Sr. Donna Liette will celebrate her 80th birthday on December 31, 

2019.  If you would like to send a card/gift her address is:  c/o 
Precious Blood Ministry of Reconciliation, PO Box 09379,  

Chicago, IL 60609-0379.   
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In an effort to keep everyone in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana 
informed, the diocesan website (www.dol-in.org) has been 
updated with formal statements and letters from Pope Francis, our 
Bishop, and the USCCB. 
 Should you choose to view additional news information, 
please be sure your sources are credible and validated. We 
recommend: 
     USSCB: http://www.usccb.org/ 
     Catholic News Service: http://www.catholicnews.com/  
     The Holy See: http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html  
     Vatican News: https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html  
 

How to report abuse in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana:  
    Indiana law requires that any individual who has reason to 
believe that a child is a victim of abuse or neglect must report 
immediately to: • The local Child Protection Services agency 
(Hotline: 800-800-5556); or • A local law enforcement agency.  
    Under Indiana law, it is a criminal act not to make such a report. 
This law applies to all adults without exception.  
To make a report of an allegation of recent abuse of a minor, or 
even to report a previously unreported allegation of abuse from 
years ago, please use these contact numbers:  
• Child Protective Services, 800-800-5556;  
• The Office of Victim Assistance Ministry, 765- 464-4988;  
• The Conduct in Ministry Officer, 765-463-2242.  
    Diocesan policies and practices for safe environment can be 
found online at https://dol-in.org/safe-environment-1  
These have been published and enforced since May of 2003.  

Charitable Giving Information 
 When you were young, did you put aside funds in tax-free 
plan such as a 401K or IRA that you now have to withdraw due to 
the government's mandatory distribution requirements? If you are 
over 70 1/2 years old and have contributed to tax deferred plans, 
you are subject to these mandatory distributions and the money 
you withdraw is counted as taxable income. If you are subject to 
mandatory distributions, you may find that qualified charitable 
distributions are a way to keep more of your money. 
 Suppose you must take a mandatory distribution of 
$10,000. The $10,000 counts as taxable income. If your  tax 
bracket is 10%, you have $9000 after you pay the government. If 
you then donate $5000 to charity, you are left with $4000. 
However, if you have your IRA give the $5000 to charity as a 
qualified charitable distribution and take the other $5000 as a 
mandatory distribution, you pay taxes only on the $5000. You are 
left with $4500, a savings of $500.  
 The distributions can only come from an IRA. If you have 
some other sort of retirement asset that requires a mandatory 
distribution, you must first convert the funds to an IRA. If your age 
and financial assets are such that you might benefit from using a 
qualified charitable distribution, talk to a financial advisor or your 
financial institution to learn more. 

Penance Services throughout the Fowler Deanery 
Monday, December 16- 7:00PM CST  Sorrowful Mother, Wheatfield  

Wed, Dec 18- 7:00PM EST  Sacred Heart of Jesus, Remington  
Wednesday, December 18- 7:00PM CST St. Cecilia, DeMotte  
Thursday, December 19- 7:00PM EST  St. Charles, Otterbein  

Organist Needed 
Sacred Heart Church of Remington Indiana is seeking an organist/

pianist starting in January. For more information please contact 
Sacred Heart at SacredHeartRem@parish.dol-in.org  

or 219-261-2302.  
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Youth/Religious Education Calendar: 

 December 15:  Elementary Education Classes  

 December 18: MS & HS Youth Help with Bell Ringing 

 December 19:  Xmas Eve Nativity Practice at 5:30pm 

 December 22: NO Elementary Education Classes  

Announcements: 
1.  College Care Packages will be assembled in January and 
delivered for Valentine's Day this year.   
2.  All middle school and high school youth are invited to help with 
the Salvation Army Bell Ringing on Wednesday, December 
18th.  Come dressed for the weather.  Bring bells to ring and other 
festive items.  Report to the St. Augustine adult supervising your 
shift.         Terra Maienbrook:   6th grade 5:00-5:30 pm 
                 Jen Yeager:  7th grade 5:30-6:00 pm 
                 Melissa Ahler:  8th grade 6:00-6:30 pm 
                 Kris Dobson:  High School 6:30-7:00 pm 

As NCYC came to a close one thing really stuck out to me. These 
last three days there has been a reoccurring theme: the road to 
Emmaus. I wasn’t familiar with the story so in case you aren’t 

either it goes like this: there were two disciples walking to Emmaus 
from Jerusalem after Jesus’s crucifixion. The Bible describes them 
as downcast because they had believed Jesus was here to save 

everyone and they had just watched him, their hope, get crucified. 
Now as they were walking Jesus appeared to them but they were 
kept from recognizing him. They talked as they journeyed and the 

two desciples invited him to stay with them. Jesus took bread, 
broke it and gave it to them and in that moment they were able to 
see him clearly.  With this they returned to Jerusalem and found 

the other eleven to proclaim what they had seen. This can be 
found in Luke 24:13-35. This passage really stuck with me through 
the whole conference. Just when you think all hope is lost Jesus 
will be there even though you might not recognize him. He might 
be in the form as your spouse, your kids, your parents, or your 
friends. Jesus might not appear the same to everyone but he is 

always there for you and to restore your hope.  
~Alexis Oliver 

Eucharistic Adoration: one of the most awakening, chilling, 
powerful, moving, and inspiring practices in the Catholic Faith. 

Yet, this form of worship is even more compelling when 20,000+ 
young people from around the country are gathered in one 

stadium, bowing before our Lord. I laughed, cried, sang, and knelt 
before God, praying harder than I ever have before. As I looked 
up in a dark Lucas Oil Stadium, the monstrance and alter were 
illuminated, and you could see the haze of incense waft through 

the air. For many seconds the entire stadium was silent; it was so 
quiet you would have been able to hear a pin drop. We were all 
there for one reason; we were praising the King of Kings. Thank 
you, Jesus, for allowing me to spend this time in your presence 

and for touching my soul in a way I have never experienced 
before.  I was so moved by this adoration I wanted to share my 

experience with you all. 
~Sarah Mahnesmith 

Sharing Our NCYC Experience 

Although I hesitate to begin thanking those who made our 
pilgrimage to NCYC possible, because I know it was a total parish 
effort and I will inevitably forget someone.  But I would feel 
remiss if I didn't try:   

 Christy Fleming & Ann Gull for taking time out of their busy 
schedules to chaperone. 

 Kate Geleott for helping to organize the Breakfast Fundraiser 

 Christian Women for your generous donation 

 Joyce Butler, Nancy Messman and John Bryant for providing 
gift bags to each of the participants full of prayers, snacks 
and goodies. 

 Aidan Geleott & Sarah Mahnesmith for applying for an REMC 
grant, and REMC for providing a $500 donation 

 All the parishioners who donated money and prayed for us 
during our pilgrimage 

 All the youth who said, "Yes," and so actively engaged in the 
pilgrimage 

- Kris Dobson, Youth Coordinator 

The following are reflections shared by two of our NCYC youth participants: 

Saint Augustine NCYC Participants 
Abby Ahler, Noah Bierma, Eli Dobson, Kris Dobson, Christy 

Fleming, Josh Fleming, Aiden Geleott, Zach Geleott, Kaylie Gilbert, 
Alex Gull, Anne Gull, Addy Hughes, Jackson Hughes, Taylor 

Jordan, Amzie Maienbrook, Sarah Mahnesmith, Adam Messman, 
Will Messman, Alex Nagel, Alexis Oliver, and Caleb Oliver  


