


 

 

SAINT AUGUSTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH  DECEMBER 22, 2019 

Birthday List 
December 22  Margaret Steinke 
December 23  Caroline Lucero, Doris Myers, Mary Pitstick 
December 24  Ashley Nethercutt 
December 25  Spencer Geib 
December 26  None 
December 27  Angie Nagel, Donald Ruman, Brandon Brickley,  
 Isaac Camarena 
December 28  Andy Nagel, Alex Nagel, Tom Potts, Mateo Villegas 

Minister Schedule for Dec. 28 & 29 
Saturday:   
5:00PM Greeters: G. Messman 
  Lector: W. Messman 
 Ministers: J. Messman, J/J Mercer, E. Stath, J Ventrello 
 Servers: Zane & McKenna Nelson 
Sunday:  
7:30AM Greeters: N. Shide, H. Bracht 
 Lector: S. Blasky 
 Ministers: R. Geleott, B. Warren, G/B Post, T. Korniak 
 Servers: Alivia Cain & Katie Lane 
10:00AM Greeters: M. Chesak, K/E Faker 
  Lector: Ellen Faker 
 Ministers: P. Weigand, R. Brooks, R. White, H. Jordan,  
      C. Sue 
 Servers:  Diego Padron, Taylor & Abby Jordan 

Care Ministers for Dec. 22-29 
                   Dec. 21/22– B. Post;   Dec. 23– P. Korniak;   

Dec. 24– D. Hollerman;      Dec. 25– None;     Dec. 26– R. Koebke;              

                     Dec. 27– None;         Dec. 28/29– B. Post 

SUNDAY, DEC. 22– Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 7:30am   For the Parish 
 10:00am  Mr. & Mrs. CH Craig 
MONDAY,  DEC. 23 
 NO Communion Service 
  8:30-1:30pm Eucharistic Adoration  
TUESDAY, DEC. 24 
 5:00pm Lincoln Gerald Nagel & Anna Healy 
 9:00pm Kim Doolin-Balch Family & Gerald Kruger Family 
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 25– Nativity of the Lord 
 10:00am  For the Parish    
THURSDAY, DEC. 26 
 NO Mass     
 FRIDAY, DEC. 27 
  NO Mass  
SATURDAY, DEC. 28 
 4:00pm Confession 
 5:00pm Living/deceased of the Waymire Family 
SUNDAY, DEC. 29– The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
 7:30am   Dr. John Egan 
 10:00am  For the Parish 

Stewardship 

Totals for 12/8/19            $         5893.50 
 

Envelopes/checks & Loose Collection             $        4736.10 
 Automatic (Online) Giving (weekly average)   $          907.50 
 Totals for 12/15/19            $         5643.60 
 

We need $ 7,010.00 to meet our weekly budget goals. 

Make a Gift That Will Make a Difference 
Your gifts of cash, stock, real estate and insurance are needed to 

make the St. Augustine Catholic Parish Fund grow, giving our 
Parish a perpetual income.  Contact the church office today to 

learn more of how a gift today can be transformed into an eternal 
gift that helps pass on our Catholic heritage. 

God Is with Us 
  

 I have had on my mind these days some wonderful people that I 
know.  I think of my wife’s maternal grandparents who both died 
during the holidays, now nine and six years ago respectively.  I 
think of an uncle who is celebrating his first Christmas without his 
spouse, who happened to LOVE Christmas and celebrated it to 
excess.  However, tomorrow would have been my great 
grandmother’s 103rd birthday, and her influence on me is 
undeniable.  In this time of expectant, watchful, and joyful waiting, 
we are still shrouded in darkness.  When I was in graduate school, 
my professor, Fr. Ed Foley, a Capuchin Franciscan, adamantly 
proclaimed, “There is no creche without the cross.”  Even in our 
joyous celebrations with loved ones, we recognize sorrow and 
gloom are still present.  So it was in the days when Mary 
conceived Jesus. 
 Enter Gabriel the angel.  He arrives and announces there is 
nothing to fear.  To use a contemporary expression, Mary and 
Joseph must have been freaking out!  God’s messenger reminds 
them there is nothing to fear.  Jesus is going to save the 
people.  Joseph, like his namesake who wore a multi-colored coat, 
receives the message of salvation in a dream.  Jesus, a Greek 
translation of Joshua, is also called Emmanuel.  The one who 
saves is God with us.  What clearer sign could there be that God 
cares so deeply for humans than to become one?  God is for us 
and wants to be with us, and we have nothing to fear. 
 In these days celebrating our savior born of Mary, may we also 
remember sacrifice was part of his life.  In the illuminating 
celebrations of the Incarnation, may we be mindful of those for 
whom this time of year is difficult.  All have suffered, and some 
may be suffering now.  Never do we suffer alone.  Whether 
recovering from the fire that struck our city recently or reconciling 
with inner-city violence in Chicago or being worn out by national 
politics, suffering impacts the community.   As we gather to enjoy 
these special moments, remember those who have not.  Pray for 
the suffering in our world.  We have nothing to fear because God is 
with us. 

~Tony Butler, Director of Religious Education 

Christmas Eve Masses– December 24th at 5 & 9pm 
Christmas Day Mass– December 25th at 10am 

New Year’s Eve Mass– December 31st at 5:30pm 
New Year’s Day Mass– January 1st at 9am 

 
***The church office will be closed through January 2nd. 
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Believe in the power of prayer! 
If you would like to add someone to the 

prayer list, please contact Sharon Davisson 
at 866-4675.  If you would like to join the  

St. A email or phone Prayer Tree, please submit your email 
address to sharondavisson@gmail.com or call 866-4675.   

Won’t you join us for an hour of prayer? 
Every Thursday, following morning Mass, 

parishioners join together in prayer.  Won’t you take 
an hour of your week to pray for peace in our world.  

Through God all things are possible.  We look forward 
to seeing you!   

Join our Parish Family! 
Are you a registered parishioner? 

Do not take for granted that you are registered in the 
Parish just because you attend Mass or your relatives 
are members.  It could be quite embarrassing to us, 
you and your family when someone wants to make 
wedding plans, have a baby baptized, attend Faith 
Formation, or if you are asked to be a Sponsor for 

Baptism or confirmation requiring a note of Catholicity from us.  If 
we have no record of membership, we cannot provide these 

services for you.  Contact us today!  Call  219-866-5351 or email us 
at marieoliver@parish.dol-in.org. 

Rosary CD Available for Use 
A copy of Fr. Kostka’s Rosary CD has been donated 
to Steinke and Jackson’s Funeral Chapel for use at 
services.  This beautiful recitation of the rosary is a 

welcome resource for those planning funeral 
services.  

Mass Intentions 
One of the traditions of the Catholic Church is to pray for the 

deceased.  If you are interested in scheduling a Mass intention for 
the upcoming months, please contact the office at 219-866-5351.   

There are many dates in January still available. 

A Card to Show We Care! 
Did you know that St. Augustine has an ongoing 
card ministry?  Periodically, greeting cards are 

sent to those in our community/parish who might need cheer or 
support.  If you know someone who would benefit from a personal 

note from our parish, contact Phyllis Mingear at 863-3669.   

Eucharistic Adoration 
    Your gift of spending one hour each week in the 
company of the Lord will also allow others to drop in 
for visits with the Lord.  To have the Blessed 
Sacrament exposed, a Catholic must be physically 
present to adore the Lord.  This means that during 
the hours the Adoration chapel is open and Jesus is 
exposed, He cannot be left alone.  For this reason, 
there should be at least two adorers for each hour.  

This way, if a scheduled adorer needs to be absent, a co-adorer is 
able to keep Jesus company.  If you would like to participate on a 
weekly basis please call the church office.  Adoration takes place 
on Mondays from 8:30-2:30pm.   We are looking for substitute 
adorers, too! 

The grace of adoration of Jesus in the Most Blessed 
Sacrament is given to everybody.  – St. Peter Julian Eymard 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS!  
The decorating committee will be putting up Christmas 

decorations on Sunday December 22 right after the 
10am mass. We always welcome anyone that would 
like to help with this task. If you have any questions 

please call Maureen Deno at 219-863-2572.  

Giving Tree 
 We would like to thank everyone who supported 
the Giving Tree by taking an ornament to fulfill a 
material gift need, say a prayer, or send a card. 
Because of your generosity, St. Augustine was 

able to serve many families. Thank you all. Merry 
Christmas!   

******************************************************** 
Thank you to chairs, Sarah Mahnesmith and 

Chris Scheurich!  Without their organization and 
generous gift of time, the Giving Tree program 

would not be possible. 

Gifts for You! 
Please pick up a 2020 Liturgical calendar and 
many other free resources that can be found 

next to the church doors and in the bookracks.  
The calendars are produced here in Indiana.  

The free books are donated to our parish 
through Dynamic Catholic.   

Birthday Wishes 
Sr. Donna Liette will celebrate her 80th birthday on December 31, 

2019.  If you would like to send a card/gift her address is:  c/o 
Precious Blood Ministry of Reconciliation, PO Box 09379,  

Chicago, IL 60609-0379.   

Christmas Poinsettias were placed in honor/memory of the 
following:  Eugene & Mary Farrell, Dennis & John Farrell, Charles 
Brusnahan, Margaret Sayler, Bradley Sayler, Renata Bachman, 

Steve Lanoue, Raymond & Clara Lanoue, Alice E. Davis, De 
Sayers, Bernice Green, George Borntrager, Mike G. Green, David 

Chesak, John & Alberta Obermeyer, Jim & Rosalie Obermeyer, 
Gerald & Rita Nagel, Lincoln Gerald Nagel, Wiener Family, Anne 

N. Family, Calvin Miller, Ruth Steinke, Wm Steinke, Emma 
Zimmer, Ethel Zimmer, Joe & Nobeline Sheldon, James Worden, 
Charles Worden, Walter & Ida Nagel, Clarence & Malina Mathew, 
Paul Bachman, Brandon Deerberg, Herman & Mary Nagel, Dean 

& Paula Peters, Kim Doolin-Balch, Justin Henady, Matthew 
Gembala, Joan Hollerman, Doc & Doris Faker, Max & Delores 

Trump, Anna Healey, Richard Scheurich, Melissa Scheurich, Kent 
Mahnesmith, Mike Fogarty, Della & James Patton, Bill & Francis 
Fogarty, Julian & Frances Koesters, Urban & Juliana Post, Anita 

Arseneau, Daniel O. Hay, Mary Blankenbaker, Dean 
Blankenbaker, Al Nagel, Lillian Underwood, Mike & Helen Sopko, 
Gerry Walter, Deceased members of the Robinson-Blasky Family, 

All the Poor Souls, Joseph & Joanne Hopp, Jeffrey Dick, Peg 
Prohosky, Austin & Geneva Anderson, Betty (Stroller) Norris, 

Marvin & Diana Whitaker, Mercer/Monnig/Alter Families, Paul & 
Dorothy Nagel, John & Loretta McKim, Chapman & Van Hoof 

Families, The Yost Family, Doc, Doris & Tyler Faker, Buchtman & 
Bracht Families, Brandenburg/Malone Family, J. Fred & David 
Waymire, Bob & Betty Whaley, Kathy Phegley, Walt & Rose 

Geleott, Jane Swartzell, Sullivan Family, Albin & Carmela Shank, 
Ruth Ann & Joe Shank, Ruth & Marcella Kanney, Art, Mary & 

Butch Kanney, Charles & Edna Horton, Eurah Sommers, John 
Barrientos, Howard & Darlene Miller, Bob & Ida Mae Ficht, Ellen & 
Anthony Kahler, Paul Bachman, Bernard R. Clark, Kevin B. Clark, 

Michael J. Clark, Lad Kubovy, Marie Kubovy, Knouff Family, 
Florence Knapp, Mandinack/Drone Family, George, Andy, Nigel 
Shide, Jerry Pals, James Walter, Andrew & Bonnie Studer, Art 

Studer, Bill & Betty Studer, Lawrence & Lil Miller, Damon Jordan, 
Potts & Reed Families, Florence Shuler Knapp 
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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN HELPING STUDENTS FUND THEIR 
EDUCATION AT ST. A SCHOOL & RECEIVE A TAX CREDIT? 

   St. Augustine School has partnered with the Institute for Quality 
Education for scholarship funding. This scholarship granting 
organization (SGO) will award needs-based financial assistance to 
St. Augustine School students if the family meets the income 
guidelines. The money in our account with the Institute for Quality 
Education comes from donations. 
   Donors who give to this SGO are eligible to take advantage of a 
50% credit against their state tax liability for contributions made 
toward these scholarships in addition to a federal deduction.  
   Donations may be mailed with a form available at the school or 
submitted online: www.i4qed.org.  For more info please contact  
St. Augustine School at 866-5480 or mckim@s-augustine.org. 

In an effort to keep everyone in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana 
informed, the diocesan website (www.dol-in.org) has been 
updated with formal statements and letters from Pope Francis, our 
Bishop, and the USCCB. 
 Should you choose to view additional news information, 
please be sure your sources are credible and validated. We 
recommend: 
     USSCB: http://www.usccb.org/ 
     Catholic News Service: http://www.catholicnews.com/  
     The Holy See: http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html  
     Vatican News: https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html  
 

How to report abuse in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana:  
    Indiana law requires that any individual who has reason to 
believe that a child is a victim of abuse or neglect must report 
immediately to: • The local Child Protection Services agency 
(Hotline: 800-800-5556); or • A local law enforcement agency.  
    Under Indiana law, it is a criminal act not to make such a report. 
This law applies to all adults without exception.  
To make a report of an allegation of recent abuse of a minor, or 
even to report a previously unreported allegation of abuse from 
years ago, please use these contact numbers:  
• Child Protective Services, 800-800-5556;  
• The Office of Victim Assistance Ministry, 765- 464-4988;  
• The Conduct in Ministry Officer, 765-463-2242.  
    Diocesan policies and practices for safe environment can be 
found online at https://dol-in.org/safe-environment-1  
These have been published and enforced since May of 2003.  

Apples for Students 
 Our school is participating in the Strack and & VanTil 
Apples for the Students Program.  This enables our school to earn 
Apple Computers and iPads, sporting goods, audio visual 
equipment, science supplies, hundreds of other items to choose 
from, and they’re all FREE….. 
 To earn these FREE awards we simply have to collect as 
many Strack & VanTil register receipts as possible from September 
1st, 2019 through March 2nd, 2020.  Ask your friends and relatives 
to shop at Strack & VanTil and save every receipt.  Send the 
receipts to St. A school or drop them in the box near the McKinley 
street entrance.  Thank you in advance for your participation!   

50/50 Membership 
Fifty/Fifty is an ongoing school fundraiser and we are looking 

for new members. The cost for one year is $60 or $30 for six 
months. Every month the drawing is held on the third Friday.  

Contact the School to Join Today!!! 

Dear Parish Family, 
Thank you so much for supporting the youth attending NCYC.  We 

would not have been able to make this trip without all of your support.  
It is such an amazing  experience to get together with 20.000 other 

Catholics our age and celebrate and learn about our faith.  We 
enjoyed the entire trip, especially the adoration in Lucas Oil Stadium.  

We leaned a lot about our faith.  Thank you for all of your support,  
Will and Adam Messman 

 
Youth/Religious Education Calendar: 

Religious Education/youth group/peer ministry/confirmation 
classes resume on January 8th.  New schedules will be 

distributed at that time. 

The Gold Star Initiative 
The Gold Star Initiative, a fundraising effort for St. Augustine 

School continues.  The purpose of the Gold Star Initiative is to raise 
$250,000 - payable over a 3-year period.  The monies raised will 

help cover operation costs and lower the parish subsidy. 
 

As we continue in the season of Advent - a time of preparation - 
think of the "life preparation" St. Augustine School has provided 
students for generations. Help us keep the St. Augustine School 

tradition thriving for generations to come with your support - 
perhaps it's a one-time gift, a pledge, encouraging others to support 
the Initiative, or referring prospective students to the school.  Your 

prayerful consideration of support is appreciated.  
If you have any questions regarding the Initiative or to request a 

pledge form, please contact Maureen Egan at 
maureenegan728@gmail.com or 219-863-3249. 

Save the Date 
The Spring Social for the 2019-2020 academic 

year will be on Saturday, April 18th at 
Embers.  We are looking forward to another 

fantastic event this year.  
************************************************************************** 

The Spring Social Committee would like to contact members of the 
1960 & 1970 8th grade classes from St. Augustine.  If you were in 

these classes or know someone who was please contact the 
school office at 866-5480.  Thank you!    
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Parish Library News! 
Are you interested in learning about your faith?  

Perhaps you’d like to read interesting literature by 
popular authors, such as Matthew Kelly.  Please 
feel free to borrow a book from the large cabinet 
in the church basement (next to the television).  

Simply sign the book out using the notebook located next to the 
cabinet.  There are a few audio books available for check-out also.   

Visit our Church Website! 
Visit the church at www.saugustine.org!  You can use 

Online Giving to catch-up on offertory.  Click on the 
Online Giving link, it’s quick and easy.  Stay up to date 
with online bulletins!  Check ministry calendars, find 

out Holy day schedules, view the readings of the day, 
see pictures of church events and more!  

Questions about your faith? Would you like to know the 
Church’s stance on different current issues?  Links have been 

added for many Catholic resources.   Bookmark it on your 
computer or add it to your smart phone’s home screen today! 

Knights of Columbus Friday Fish Fry! 

Don’t miss out on the opportunity to enjoy the 
“People’s Choice For Best Fish Fry in Jasper 

County” for the second year in a row! 
Serving takes place on January 3rd and 10th from 
5:00–7:00 pm. Featuring Pollack, Tilapia (baked 
and Fried) , Shrimp & Chicken Strips, All you can 
eat salad bar. Take-outs are available by calling 

866-9938.  
We are also holding a Treasure Hunt Board Game 

drawing at each fish fry. 

THANK YOU 
 The advertisements that appear in this bulletin completely defray 

all publishing costs which the church would otherwise incur. Please 
patronize the sponsors on the back of this bulletin and thank them 

for their kind generosity. 

Will you be headed somewhere 
warm this winter? 

Visit the church website at 
www.saugustine.org and follow the 
links for Online Giving or download 

the Online Giving app on your 
mobile device.  Go to OLGapp.com and click on the app store for 

your device, search for your parish, and begin giving.  Your 
continued support helps sustain our parish! 

Like our Facebook page   
Club 1881 Knights of Columbus  

 

Knights of Columbus Pork Chop Dinner 
The K of C will be having a pork chop dinner on 

Saturday, January 18th at the hall.  Serving will be 
from 5:00 to 7:00 and dinner will include grilled pork 

chop, potatoes, vegetable, and salad bar.  
1 Pork Chop Dinner-$11.00; 2 Pork Chop Dinner-

$14.00. Dine in or carry-out. 

Knights of Columbus Breakfast 
Join the Knights Sunday, January 26th for an  
All-you-can-eat breakfast from 8:00 to 11:30.   

Dine in or carry-out.  

Charitable Giving Information 
 When you were young, did you put aside funds in tax-free 
plan such as a 401K or IRA that you now have to withdraw due to 
the government's mandatory distribution requirements? If you are 
over 70 1/2 years old and have contributed to tax deferred plans, 
you are subject to these mandatory distributions and the money 
you withdraw is counted as taxable income. If you are subject to 
mandatory distributions, you may find that qualified charitable 
distributions are a way to keep more of your money. 
 Suppose you must take a mandatory distribution of 
$10,000. The $10,000 counts as taxable income. If your  tax 
bracket is 10%, you have $9000 after you pay the government. If 
you then donate $5000 to charity, you are left with $4000. 
However, if you have your IRA give the $5000 to charity as a 
qualified charitable distribution and take the other $5000 as a 
mandatory distribution, you pay taxes only on the $5000. You are 
left with $4500, a savings of $500.  
 The distributions can only come from an IRA. If you have 
some other sort of retirement asset that requires a mandatory 
distribution, you must first convert the funds to an IRA. If your age 
and financial assets are such that you might benefit from using a 
qualified charitable distribution, talk to a financial advisor or your 
financial institution to learn more. 

MT. CALVARY CATHOLIC CEMETARY 
700-790 WEST MT. CALVARY RD.  RENSSELAER, INDIANA 47978 

 
AS OUR LOVED ONES DEPART FROM THIS WORLD AND JOIN OUR HOLY FATHER IN 

HEAVEN, FIND COMFORT KNOWING THERE IS A PLACE AVAILABLE FOR THEM TO BE 
LAID TO REST.  MOUNT CALVARY CEMETERY IS LOCATED AT THE CORNER OF US 

231 AND MOUNT CALVARY ROAD JUST SOUTH OF RENSSELAER, INDIANA. 
 

CEMETARY PLOTS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE UPPER AND LOWER SECTIONS. 
COST:  $400 Per Plot Space 

 
CONTACT KEVIN STATH FOR DETAILS.  

(219) 863-7077 or  KSTATH67@GMAIL.COM 
   

Organist Needed 
Sacred Heart Church of Remington Indiana is seeking an organist/

pianist starting in January. For more information please contact 
Sacred Heart at SacredHeartRem@parish.dol-in.org  

or 219-261-2302.  

 


