


 

 

SAINT AUGUSTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH  APRIL 5, 2020 

Birthday List 

April 6-Drew Zacher 
April 7-Jerry McKim, Austin Fleming, Vivi Kosiba 
April 8-Sid Dobson, Carol Hay 
April 9-Roger Mathew 
April 11-Judy Kanne, Donna Plecas 
 

All Masses are Canceled effective March 18 
until further notice.  
 
There will be no public liturgies during Holy 
Week through Easter Sunday! 
 
 
 SUNDAY, APRIL 5-PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE 
LORD 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 6 
 
TUESDAY, APRIL 7 
  
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8 
  
THURSDAY, APRIL 9-HOLY THURSDAY 
  
FRIDAY, APRIL 10-FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 
       
SATURDAY, APRIL 11-HOLY SATURDAY 
 
SUNDAY, APRIL 12-EASTER SUNDAY OF THE 
RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 

 

Emptying 
  

  This is not normal.  This is not the Palm Sunday any of us had 
imagined.  There are no palm branches waving, no shouts of 

Hosanna and Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  This Sunday 
has always been a reminder that we live our lives in tension.  We 
move from moments were everything seems right, where we are 

in control, to moments of feeling utterly abandoned and 
alone.  We can imagine the disciples of Jesus accompanying him 
into the city feeling a sense of pride, and feeling that victory was 

on their side.  The gestures by the people were fit for a king.  Yet, 
Jesus rides in on a donkey.  Here is a humble king.  Here is the 

kind of king ordained by God under Samuel to be a shepherd and 
caretaker of both the people and the land.  The king was called to 
exercise a great deal of compassion and humility, but the people 

had forgotten. 
     Our situation this year does not allow us the opportunity to 

think much about the hosanna moments.  Instead, we are in the 
midst of Psalm 22: “My God, my God, why have you abandoned 

me.”  We feel empty, alone, full of sorrow.  Though we are distant, 
we feel so much less connected.  Unfortunately, we only rehearse 
part of Psalm 22.  It ends with the assurance that God will deliver 
us, that God has never abandoned us.  Where two or three are 

gathered--be that in person or through social media, virtual 
meeting platforms, telephone calls, or good old fashioned letter 

writing—the Lord is with us.  Jesus, our Emmanuel, know 
suffering.  As Jesus prayed Psalm 22 he would have considered 

his situation in light of the whole psalm.  Though he could see 
himself in the moment only as abandoned and broken, he prays in 
hope knowing God has always been faithful to the ones who love 

God. 
     Pope Francis, in his Urbi et Orbi message on March 27, urged 

us to remain faithful.  He spoke about faith overcoming our 
fear.  When we exercise our faith fear has no place.  Jesus 

entered Jerusalem humbly with the conviction that he was part of 
the divine plan for the redemption of all.Jesus radically empties 

himself on the cross because he believes God has a plan for the 
world.  Jesus’ emptying, or kenosis, is the greatest gift of 

sacrifice.  Out of God’s great love Jesus gives his life so that the 
world might live anew.  Salvation comes through emptiness and 
not through power mongering.  Our church buildings are empty 

today, and we the People of God feel empty and abandoned.  We 
want to be filled. May our emptiness lead us to see our situation 
as insight into God’s greater plan to says we are not abandoned, 

hope lives on through our acts of mercy and compassion. 
I miss you all.  Let us not abandon one another, but let the feeling 

of emptiness remind us we are God’s people who have been 
called to set our faces like flint and to uphold our faith and not 

succumb to fear. 
 

Tony Butler, DRE   
 

Return to me with all your heart. 

Joel 2:12 

Birthright of Rensselaer 

We are always in need of volunteers!  If you find yourself 

wanting to give back to the community please give us a call 219

-866-4555. 

Currently  we are in need of diaper bags.  If you are a seam-

stress please consider using up some of your scrap material to 

fashion a diaper bag or two for us. 

Special Needs 

lots of prayers 

financial donations 

baby wipes 

adult shampoo/conditioner 

baby shampoo/wash 

sippee cups 

hotel size toiletries 

We now have a Facebook page.  

 Look us up at  St. Augustine Catholic Church. 

Follow us for stories, fellowship, and up to date information. 



 

 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD  219-866-5351 OR www.saugustine.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Augustine School is closed until May 3 due to Covid-19.  
 Spring Break week will be March 20-27. 

School will hopefully resume Monday May 3rd.  
We will keep you updated. 

Knights of Columbus 

Casino Night is  

rescheduled for 

August 29! 

 

 

 

 

 

Parishes offering livestream Masses and other prayer services  

please note the time zone as listed 

 

St. John-Indinanapolis (EASTERN) 

www.stjohnindy.org 

Sunday 10am, M-F 12:10 pm 

Church of the Blessed Sacrament (West Lafayette)- EASTERN 

Sunday 8am with Bishop Doherty o Sunday 12pm Mass in Spanish 

o Tuesday Daily Mass at 5:30pm o Wed-Fri Daily Mass at 8:30am  

Diocesan Family Rosary at 7pm o Friday Stations of the Cross at 

6pm o All can be accessed here:  

http://churchoftheblessedsacrament.yourstreamlive.com/    

St. Bernard (Crawfordsville)- EASTERN 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri Daily Mass at 7:30am  o 9:30am Sunday Mass 

in English and 10:45am Sunday Mass in Spanish. o All Masses can 

be found here:   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/C7iuZ3TsMHwh7IO6YnetfcQ/

videos   

 St. Patrick (Kokomo) EASTERN– 9am Sunday Mass: 

 www.stpatrick-kokomo.org  

St. Augustine (Rensselaer) – CENTRAL 

10am (Central Time) Sunday Mass: Radio (104.5 FM 

Holy Spirit (Fishers)  

9:30am Sunday Mass: www.hspgeist.org  

 St. Thomas Aquinas (West Lafayette)-EASTERN 

11am Sunday Mass: www.boilercatholics.org/live   o Weekday 

Daily Mass at 12pm o Weekday Rosary at 5:30pm o All events can 

be accessed here: https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?

src=sttomspurdue.org_951l7kffq0fl9lo6i30kt7b4d0%

40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Americ a%2F 

New_York • St. Charles Borromeo (Peru)- EASTERN 

 7pm Saturday o 10:30am Sunday o On Facebook 

@stcharlesperu : https://www.facebook.com/stcharlesperu/  

A Prayer to Combat the Coronavirus Pandemic* 

Most Merciful and Triune God, 

We come to You in our weakness. 

We come to You in our fear. 

We come to You with trust. 

For You alone are our hope. 

We place before You the disease present in our world. 

We turn to You in our time of need. 

Bring wisdom to doctors. 

Give understanding to scientists. 

Endow caregivers with compassion and generosity. 

Bring healing to those who are ill. 

Protect those who are most at risk. 

Give comfort to those who have lost a loved one. 

Welcome those who have died into Your Eternal Home. 

Stabilize our communities. 

Unite us in our compassion. 

Remove all fear from our hearts. 

Fill us with confidence in Your care. 

(mention your particular concerns and prayers now) 

Jesus, I trust in You. 

Jesus, I trust in You. 

Jesus, I trust in You. 

Amen. 

mycatholic.life 

Christmas Vigil Children’s Pageant 

We are looking for someone to lead this ministry.  If you have 

children that enjoy participating.  Please consider helping. 

  Contact the church office. 

219-866-5351 


