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Masses are offered for… 
 

SUNDAY, AUG 30-TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
10:00AM-Sally Michael 
 
TUESDAY, SEPT 1- 
5:30PM-Joseph Nesius 
6:00-6:45PM CONFESSIONS 
 
FRIDAY, SEPT 4- 
8:00A-8:20AM CONFESSIONS 
8:30AM-Mary Nagel 
 
 
SUNDAY, SEPT 6-TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
10:00AM– Larry Brost 

Like our Facebook page   
Club 1881 Knights of Columbus  

Duped for Jesus 
  
I came to Rensselaer from a somewhat toxic work environment at 
a high school in West Virginia.  I was lured by the prospect of a 
career at a small, liberal arts college. When Brenda and I visited 
Saint Joe’s and toured the city, we were charmed.  Brenda saw 
my eyes glaze over and knew a move was coming, even though 
she enjoyed her job and her mother lived about ten minutes away 
from us.  We had wonderful friends, a nice church, and found 
ourselves comfortably involved.  I had long hoped to minister on a 
college campus.  It was in college where my own faith was kindled 
anew, and I saw opportunities as campus minister for engaging 
both students and staff.  Two years in it felt like I was gaining 
momentum, hitting a stride, and beginning to look for more 
outreach opportunities, when the crash came.  I, and 
many others, felt duped! 
We are left asking, “What are you doing, God?”  No doubt we all 
have stories to tell about times we felt duped or deceived then 
were let down by the outcome.  Jeremiah may be the most 
reluctant of prophets.  He comes to the position as a youth, but 
God tells him he was called even before he was knit in his 
mother’s womb.  A few chapters on from today’s reading, God 
reminds Jeremiah, “I know the plans I have for you.”  Jeremiah 
endures many hardships, even being tossed into a dry 
cistern.  He was not well-liked.  His message about Israel’s 
infidelity hit a little too close to home. 
Yet, Jeremiah knows, in the depths of his bones that God has a 
plan for him.  He is filled with the word of God, and it consumes 
him like a wildfire. May we look within for the gifts God gives us 
through the Holy Spirit.  May we have the courage to carry the 
cross, to live lives of sacrifice and service, so that in losing 
ourselves we find our true purpose.  May we allow ourselves to be 
duped for Jesus, and know we were never really duped, but all 
along part of God’s greater plan. 
 
  
 Dr. Anthony (Tony) Butler, DMin. 
 Director of Religious Education 

Stewardship 

$3212.00 

Total for the week of 8/23  

We need appox $7000.00 to meet our budget goals. 

Ministry Schedule 

LECTOR 

AUGUST 30-MARTY PARK 

SEPTEMBER 6-JOHN AHLER 

  ALTAR SERVERS 

AUGUST 30-AIDEN GELEOTT/WILL MESSMAN 

SEPTEMBER 6-DREW GELEOTT/ALEX NAGEL 

     

 

A commemorative book to celebrate the years of ser-
vice by the CPPS to St. Augustine has been published 
under the direction of John Groppe and committee. 
One book per family will be distributed at the August 
16th 10:00 Mass.  If you won't be in attendance, con-
tact Melissa in the church office at 219.866.5351 to 
reserve your copy. 

 

 

 

End of The Month Breakfast 

 Sunday, August 30               

 All you can eat breakfast    

 8:00 to 11:30      

Dine in or carry out 

 We will be serving biscuits and gravy, breakfast casserole, pan-

cakes and sausage.  This is a free will offering. 

 Fish Fry 

Friday, September 11  

5 to 7 pm At 325 East Vine St  

Dine in or carry out (866-9938) 

Fried Pollack, jumbo shrimp or chicken strips served with French 

fries and cole slaw. 

NOVENA 

PLEASE JOIN US IN SAYING THE NOVENA 

STARTING AUGUST 19-27TH ON THE            

FOLLOWING PAGE... 
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Novena to St. Augustine of Hippo     (Devotional Prayers as written by St. Augustine)  

Day 1  

“No one knows what he himself is made of, except his own spirit within him, yet there is still some part of him which remains hidden even 

from his own spirit; but you, Lord, know everything about a human being because you have made him…Let me, then, confess what I 

know about myself, and confess too what I do not know, because what I know of myself I know only because you shed light on me, and 

what I do not know I shall remain ignorant about until my darkness becomes like bright noon before your face.” (from the “Confessions”)  

Day 2  

“Though good and bad men suffer alike, we must not suppose that there is no difference between the men themselves, because there is 

no difference in what they both suffer. For even in the likeness of the sufferings, there remains an unlikeness in the sufferers; and though 

exposed to the same anguish, virtue and vice are not the same things. For as the same fire causes gold to glow brightly, and chaff to 

smoke; and under the same flail the straw is beaten small, while the grain is cleansed; and as the lees are not mixed with the oil, though 

squeezed out of the vat by the same pressure, so the same violence of affliction proves, purges, clarifies the good, but damns, ruins, ex-

terminates the wicked.” (from “The City of God”)  

Day 3  

“The wisdom of what a person says is in direct proportion to his progress in learning the Holy Scriptures – and I am not speaking of inten-

sive reading or memorization, but real understanding and careful investigation of their meaning. Some people read them but neglect 

them; by their reading they profit in knowledge, by their neglect they forfeit understanding.” (from “On Christian Doctrine“)  

Day 4  

“You are surprised that the world is losing its grip, that the world is grown old? Think of a man: he is born, he grows up, he becomes old. 

Old age has its many complaints: coughing, shaking, failing eyesight, anxious, terribly tired. A man grows old; he is full of complaints. The 

world is old; it is full of pressing tribulations. . . . Do not hold onto the old man, the world; do not refuse to regain your youth in Christ, who 

says to you, ‘The world is passing away, the world is losing its grip, the world is short of breath. Do not fear. Thy youth shall be renewed 

as an eagle”  

Day 5  

“A person who is a good and true Christian should realize that truth belongs to his Lord, wherever it is found, gathering and acknowledg-

ing it even in pagan literature, but rejecting superstitious vanities and deploring and avoiding those who ‘though they knew God did not 

glorify him as God or give thanks but became enfeebled in their own thoughts and plunged their senseless minds into darkness. Claiming 

to be wise they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for the image of corruptible mortals and animals and rep-

tiles’ [Rom. 1:21-3]”―(from “On Christian Doctrine“)  

Day 6  

“As Christians, our task is to make daily progress toward God. Our pilgrimage on earth is a school in which God is the only teacher, and it 

demands good students, not one who play truant. In this school we learn something every day. We learn something from command-

ments, something from examples, and something from sacraments. These things are remedies for our wounds and materials for study.”  

Day 7  

“As Christians, our task is to make daily progress toward God. Our pilgrimage on earth is a school in which God is the only teacher, and it 

demands good students, not one who play truant. In this school we learn something every day. We learn something from command-

ments, something from examples, and something from sacraments. These things are remedies for our wounds and materials for study.”  

Day 8  

“I look forward, not to what lies ahead of me in this life and will surely pass away, but to my eternal goal. I am intent upon this one pur-

pose, not distracted by other aims, and with this goal in view I press on, eager for the prize, God’s heavenly summons. Then I shall listen 

to the sound of Your praises and gaze at Your beauty ever present, never future, never past. But now my years are but sighs. You, O 

Lord, are my only solace. You, my Father, are eternal. But I am divided between time gone by and time to come, and its course is a mys-

tery to me. My thoughts, the intimate life of my soul, are torn this way and that in the havoc of change. And so it will be until I am purified 

and melted by the fire of Your love and fused into one with You.” (from the “Confessions“)  

Day 9  

“Late have I loved you, beauty so old and so new: late have I loved you. And see, you were within and I was in the external world and 

sought you there, and in my unlovely state I plunged into those lovely created things which you made. You were with me, and I was not 

with you. The lovely things kept me far from you, though if they did not have their existence in you, they had no existence at all. You 

called and cried out loud and shattered my deafness. You were radiant and resplendent, you put to flight my blindness. You were fra-

grant, and I drew in my breath and now pant after you. I tasted you, and I feel but hunger and thirst for you. You touched me, and I am set 

on fire to attain the peace which is yours.” (from the “Confessions“)  
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Birthday List 
August 31-Mike Garrity, Renee Berg 

September 1-Remedios Rodriguez, Kristen Villegas,  

Peter Schulenburg 

September 2-Reneee Castle 

September 3-Rhonda Welker, Hannah Hall, Joseph Maienbrook 

September 4-Marina Bryant, 
Marysue Chapman, Ivan Herrera 

September 5-Carole Clark,  

Morgan Molenaar 

September 6-Linda Park 

Congratulations to Rodney and Janet Woolley!  
They were joined together in holy matrimony on August 23rd at St. 

Augustine!  May God bless your marriage and life together! 

 

 

 

“You duped me O Lord!” 

These are the words from Jeremiah in our first reading this Sun-

day.  How many times have we had a plan and had everything all 

worked out and then, BAM, God’s plan over takes ours and we 

think… “Really, God? That’s what you’re going to do?”  We feel 

like God has duped us; but what do we do with this feeling?  Do 

we get angry or do we allow ourselves to learn from the Divine 

Wisdom working in our life and get a little holier?  Our newly 

formed pastorate has been a welcome change for some and a 

“Really God, is that your plan?” moment for others.  I think 

wherever we are on this spectrum, we need to seek the Divine 

Wisdom at work and see if some how, some way we can grow 

closer to God, even if this isn’t what or how we imagined this 

might all turn out. 

 

I want to thank everyone for your very kind greetings and hello’s 

last weekend and especially all those who have helped me move 

in and to those who have given me tours of the grounds and 

who have helped me to figure out where all the locks to all my 

many keys are at.  I am still unpacking and still getting my office 

setup and will have some more firm office hours soon and plan 

to have some more formal opportunities to meet the various 

groups of our parishes very soon. 

 

Lastly,  I want to ask everyone to learn or re-learn this beautiful 

prayer to St. Michael the Archangel, asking for his protection.  

The good work of the Church is always and has always been un-

der attack by Satan and I believe that the more we pray and in-

voke this great saint’s intercession, the greater chance we have 

at stemming the tide of chaos and evil that seems to be rapidly 

spreading throughout our world more and more every day. 

 

“St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protec-

tion against the wickedness and snares of the devil.  May God 

rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the Heav-

enly host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the 

evil spirits who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. 

Amen.” 

 

- Fr. Bennett 

Thank You to all of the volunteers who helped to clean the   

rectory in preparation for Fr. Bennett’s arrival.  It is greatly   

appreciated! 

 

 

Do not conform yourselves to the pattern of this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you 
will be able to test and approve what God’s will is-his good, 
pleasing and perfect will.      Romans 12:2 

 

 

St. Augustine Youth Group and Youth Ministry is gearing up for 

a new school year!  Here are some important dates to put on 

your calendar: 

September 2nd- Peer Ministers meet at 6:30 pm in the Youth 

Room 

September 9th- Parent meeting for all youth grades 6-12 at 6:30 

pm in the church basement 

September 16th- Kick Off for all youth grades 6-12 at 6:30 pm 

September 23rd- Annual Food Drive for all youth grades 6-12 @ 

6:30 pm 

September 30th- Small group meetings for all youth grades 6-12 

at 6:30 pm 

 

More information will be forthcoming regarding these 

events.  Mark your calendars now and plan to join us! 

Kris Dobson & Tony Butler 


