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ST. RITA IN THE DESERT 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

OFFICE OF THE PASTOR 

April 4, 2021 

 
 
Dear Parish Family,  
 

On behalf of Deacon Ron Desmarais and his wife Paula, Deacon Dan Gullotta and his 
wife Suzanne, the auxiliary priests, Staff, and myself, we would like to wish you and 
your loved ones a wonderful and blessed Easter! It is our hope and prayer that your 
Easter celebrations are filled with much joy, peace, and love.  
 

Easter is a profound reminder of how good overcomes evil, how life overcomes death, 
and how love overcomes pain. While the Easter mystery itself does not deny the pain 
and suffering of life, what it does express is the profound love that God has for us. It was 
His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ who willingly laid down His life on our behalf. It is 
this selfless act which calls us forth from our own tombs of despair, pain and suffering, 
to live and breathe the fresh air of new life offered to us through Christ’s resurrection. 
 

The Risen Christ is present to us in the faithful witness of every good person who shares 
the good news.  It brings HIS resurrection into this life of ours which helps us to rise 
above life’s sufferings and pain and enables us to give love and life to others. It is Christ 
who helps us renew and re-create our relationships with others by proclaiming the 
Gospel of the empty tomb. God be praised!  
 

Speaking of removing rocks out of the way… As you know, our parish will be engaging 
in the process of building a new church in order for us to accommodate the ever-
expanding Vail population. In light of that reality, we have to take care of another matter first before we can move forward. I am 
speaking to you about our parish debt of $152,000.00 that is owed on the St. John XXIII building. We have a few more years left on 
this debt and rather have it hanging over our heads, it would be best to find a way to pay it off so that we can begin to fundraise for our 
new parish church and facilities.  
 

I am asking, as a parish family, that could we consider making a significant Easter gift that would make paying off our debt a reality. 
If we could get 120 registered families or more to give $1,000.00 each to our efforts, we would be that much closer to paying down 
this debt. We would then be able to save much of our Sunday collections for important matters such as operating expenses, 
maintenance, insurance and other needs that arise.   
 

If $1,000.00 is too much as this time, maybe consider $500.00, $250.00, or even $100.00 to assist us in freeing ourselves from this 
debt. You can also give online as well by using our WeShare online giving service, which can be found on our parish website. You 
could space your payments out as long as you would like in order to aid us in paying off this debt. Any amount above and beyond the 
$152,000.00 will be earmarked towards the building of our new parish church.  
 

We graciously accept any amount as we are all in this together as a family of faith. With faith in Christ, there isn’t anything that we 
cannot overcome.       
 

On behalf of our Parish Staff, Parish Board of Directors, and our Parish Finance Council, I thank you in advance for your prayerful 
and kind consideration to our petition. May God bless you and your loved ones for your kind generosity!  
 
 

HAPPY EASTER! Alleluia, Alleluia!   

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

Reverend Alonzo M. García 

Pastor 


