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OFFICE OF THE PASTOR 

April 25, 2021 

“I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” (John 10:11) 
 
Dear Parish Family,  
 

Leadership takes more than merely rank, giving orders, or having authority over others. In a Christian perspective, it is about self-giving, self-
sacrificing, and taking care of others who are within our lives. Leadership is a matter of living out, caring, and loving others. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us of the profound reality of being a good leader and a good shepherd. In the reality of being a good 
shepherd we must die to ourselves and take seriously our calling as disciples of the Lord. We must be willing to lay all that we have on the 
line for one another!  Jesus saw that in the end, He would have to lay down His life for all of us; His Children, His family, and His Church. 

Jesus shows us what it takes to be His true disciples and not merely working for money or as a hired hand. We must be brave to seek out the 
Kingdom of God and lead others towards Christ while thwarting the wiles of the ravenous wolves among us. It is in our prayer life and our 
lives of services to one another that we become keenly aware of the battle between good and evil, light and darkness, life and death. It is in 
this battle that our lives are ever so intertwined. Whether we know it or not the battle has already been won by Him who made the ultimate 
sacrifice for us all. 

May we have the courage to stand firm in our faith to lead others, especially our family and friends, towards the one true shepherd. Praise 
HIM, who had the courage, the love, and the grace to give His life, to destroy the powers of the ravenous wolves of our society who have  set 
out against us. 

Our beautiful rose garden was visited by some very hungry javelina and as a result, the rose buds were eaten by the pack. While this is the 
reality of nature, we still thank all involved in using their gardening talents to make Mary’s garden a beautiful prayer space. In time, the roses 
will grow back and when they do, we can enjoy the beautiful flowers and marvel at God’s wonderful creation! 

Our parish Shrine restoration committee is happy to report that we will move forward with having our rededication ceremony for our parish 
Shrine on May 22, 2021 at 10:30 a.m. Due to the pandemic, we had to cancel our plans last year and so our parish will celebrate the 85th in 
the 86th year. Our celebration will be simple so as to avoid any clumping, and to mitigate any potential spread of the Covid-19 virus . The 
Mass will be held under the Ramada. For those who wish to attend, we kindly ask that you bring your own chair.  I am thankful to all of our 
generous parishioners who dedicated their time, talent, and treasure to assist us with our restoration efforts. We should be so proud of our 
collaborative efforts. Additionally, I would like to thank our Shrine restoration committee and all those who have come together to see the 
completion of this wonderful project! You all did a wonderful job and it is evident by the wonderful restorations that have been done  in our 
parish shrine! 

As our parish continues to grow, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all of our parishioners who made a contribution to our debt 
reduction campaign. It takes each and every one of us pulling together to accomplish any goal or task that is before us. Your contribution will 
enable us to be debt free which will enable us to focus our efforts on other important projects, like our new church project. I am sure that 
when we pray together, work together, and sacrifice together, there isn’t anything that we cannot accomplish in the name of Jesus Christ! 
May we be united in prayer for our parish family that we may continue to grow in His love, peace, and generosity.   We pray  that those who 
come to St. Rita in the Desert may find a community that is representative of true Christian values! 

Lastly, I would like to update you on the progress that our Parish Building Committee has made. As you know, we need  to have a feasibility 
survey completed to determine how our committee moves forward with raising funds, getting architects, plans, permits, etc. On Friday, April 
23, 2021, we interviewed three potential companies to see who could assist us with this process. The Building Committee will weigh all the 
data and make the decision as to which company will work best for our needs..

I am being upfront and transparent with you in hopes to earn your trust in moving forward with building a new church, as I understand that 
some feel unsettled about how things have been handled in the past. I do not expect you to trust me and my administration here just because I 
am the pastor. Be assured that I will work hard to put your interests ahead of my own and, like a good shepherd, I lay down my life for you! 
This is a daunting task that we have before us, but I believe that if we can trust one another, we can accomplish many great things together! 

May our focus always be on the Lord, who is our guiding light and let us be fearless in our journey ahead! God be praised

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

Reverend Alonzo M. García 

Pastor 



Happy 80th Birthday 
Sister Noelle 


