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Wake up with St. Rita 

May 8 & 9 after all Masses 
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St. Rita’s Gift Shop 

You are invited 

on the Feast of St. Rita of Cascia 

https://airtable.com/
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OFFICE OF THE PASTOR 

May 2, 2021 

“I am the vine, you are the branches.” (John 15:5)
 
Dear Parish Family,  

National forests here in the United States are wonderful natural treasures to visit and enjoy in the great outdoors. One such 
treasure is the Sequoia National Forest in the Sierra Nevadas east of Visalia, California. What makes this national forest so 
unique and majestic is its trails, lakes, and rivers.  The greatest attraction of all is its very large sequoia trees, especially the 
General Sherman Tree!  They are very majestic with their height and beauty reaching high to the heavens! To see such a sight is 
itself impressive.  These trees have massive root systems that anchor them into the earth, which enables them to grow and reach 
the heavens!  

In the same way, when we are rooted in Christ, we are capable of reaching the heights of our spiritual and human potentiality. 
When we were baptized the old order was destroyed and the new order began. In a way, we have been grafted into Christ. This 
grafting enables us to walk more and more like Jesus in the ways we care and love all who came into our lives. This is an 
expression of our faith which bears much fruit when our conscious choice is rooted in Christ!  

Being rooted in Christ calls us to be the branches on a tree. We recognize that grace, power, and life are not merely ours, 
but  come from the One who made us and sustains us in our daily lives. In this we have our being and life to rise to eternal life 
in Him who made us in His image and likeness.  

Our faithfulness to the call of discipleship demands that we work to enable the Word within us to produce a “yield” of 
compassion, forgiveness, justice and reconciliation.  In the “fruit” we bear as "branches'' of Christ, do we glorify God, the “vine 
grower?” May we have the courage to be rooted deeply in Christ so that we may reflect and become like the one who has loved 
us first:, Christ! God be blessed!  

As we are blessed to see the numbers of coronavirus cases falling markedly, we thank the good Lord for His healing presence 
during this pandemic. As we continue to monitor this reality, our parish follows the CDC guidelines and those of Diocesan 
policies. I know that many groups are eager to return to meeting in person and while that is a great thing, we can as long as 
members of each group feel comfortable doing so with masks and social distancing. Any group leader wishing for their ministry 
to meet in person, please contact the parish office to set up an appointment with me to discuss this matter further. Thank you for 
your understanding and patience in this matter.  

Lastly, I would like to comment on the sad realities of all the violence and anti-policing we see in our nation due to the hyper-
polarization of our obviously biased media outlets. At the outset, any kind of violence, killing or maiming associated with race, 
creed, and sex is forbidden, period! However, we as a nation do not have a racism problem, it is a family problem! We cannot 
accept the erroneous narrative that all these police killings of black people are racially motivated. That is so false and bad 
journalism! We have to learn to teach our children to take responsibility for their actions! We as a nation make so many excuses 
that it is sickening to say the least! We need to stop this madness and get back to basics and unite as a family once more! We 
need to celebrate the family by praying together and sharing a meal together at the kitchen table. Fathers need to learn how to be 
bold men of faith and take care of their families as the Lord had intended. It is this simple truth that when a father is absent, the 
family is broken, and thus society itself fails to be whole. God created the human family for a reason and when we go against 
that design, we can see the obvious problems coming out of a lack of discipline, accountability, and fatherless homes in modern 
America today! Let us teach our young men, women and children to be people of faith, with character, discipline, and virtues. 
All of what society will become begins at home! Let us bring Christ back… A family that prays together stays together! 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

Reverend Alonzo M. García 

Pastor 




