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God of power and mercy, 

you destroy war and put down earthly pride. 

Banish violence from our midst and wipe away our tears, 

that we may all deserve to be called your sons and daughters. 

Keep in your mercy those men and women 

who have died in the cause of freedom and bring them safely 

into your kingdom of justice and peace. 

We ask this though Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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May 30, 2021 

“Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.” (Ps. 33:12)
 

Dear Parish Family, 

If we consider the origins of our universe, we can't help but marvel at the profound intricacies which hold everything in 
perfect balance. Amazingly, our moon does not fly away and spin off into outer space and leave our planet. And the 
question is why? And who is responsible for such balance and precision? 

As we enter into the Church's season of Ordinary Time, we begin with the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity. The 
celebration of this day recalls to mind the mysterious nature of God in Himself and yet His care and concern for what He 
created: Us: the human family. 

God, as Trinity, is relational and created us also to be relational beings needing each other for the benefit of creating an 
ordered world towards the good. Sadly, in our Post-modernist and humanistic approach to our problems of race, 
economics, ethics, and morality, there is a turning away from the source that is all good, that is God. We entrench 
ourselves into camps, tribes and allow our anger, hatred, and disorderly way of thinking, behaving, and feeling to affect 
others and the world around us.  The result of such a way of living causes us to live in a demoralized, dehumanized, and 
devalued way of life. 

Our solution, of course, is to return to the one who loves us and has called us His own: God. Love is the core of all that 
exists, and it is the key to a better world! We must strive to live out our existence through love. We do so through prayer, 
service towards others, and by becoming the human family God desires us to become. 

Love is the heart of our Trinitarian faith. It was love who created our world and fashioned it with care. It is love who 
passionately desired to become one of us and pitched his tent among us. Love, who could never leave us, but remains with 
us to inhabit every moment of our existence. 

It was a pleasure and joy for me to celebrate our Mass of the rededication of our Shrine of St. Rita in the Desert! It was 
nice to be amongst our pioneer families, our parishioners, and priests.  We all have a history, and we all come bringing 
our gifts, talents, and treasures to bear wherever we go. I am so thankful to our St. Rita rededication committee and our 
team members.  Our parish restoration Committee worked very hard to make this dream a reality despite the challenges of 
the pandemic. Thank you to Ms. Sarah Hitman and our dedicated members and parishioners. 

Our religious education program has gone through some challenges due to the pandemic. Despite this reality, our 
Religious program managed to continue teaching and preaching Jesus Christ! Our Youth Minister, Mrs. Mary Geigrich, 
will be leaving us, and we will have a vacancy in our religious education program. I ask that if you have a love for young 
people and desire to teach them, please give me a call at the parish office.  Let's explore this possibility with you for the 
future of the youth of St. Rita in the Desert Parish. Our youth are not just the future of our Church; they are the future of 
today, and let us work together to guide them in Christ!   

Lastly, I would like to thank you all for your kind understanding and support of my absence last weekend. I was just as 
surprised as you were as I was not expecting the nomination at the State Convention of the Knights of Columbus.  It was a 
profound honor and privilege that I received Chaplain of the Year for the State of Arizona.  Thank you to all my brother 
Knights of Columbus for your support of me! Know that you guys are the best! Vivat Jesu! 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

Reverend Alonzo M. García 

Pastor 




