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Answer the call... 

Your family is invited to engage in the  
Consecration to the Holy Family 

Listen…..do you hear that? 

Blessing of Fathers 

God and Father of all creation, we come 
before you today with humble hearts. 

You are our model of a loving father. 

When we fail and fall short of your 
expectations, you are always there at 

the end of the day with open arms, 
ready to heal the cuts and scrapes of 

the day and to encourage us to try 

again and not to give up. 

We hold up these men in our midst who 

act in the world as fathers to their 

children or models of fathers for others. 

Bless them in their moments of doubt and frustration with their children. Give 

them warm and open hearts to forgive failures. Provide them with the words 
needed for encouragement and perseverance. 

We ask all this in the name of Jesus. Amen. 



https://stritainthedesert.org/
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OFFICE OF THE PASTOR 

June 20, 2021 

“Jesus woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Quiet!  Be still!” (Mark 4:39) )
 

Dear Parish Family,  

Sometimes in life, when we least expect it, we can encounter many kinds of storms. Some of the storms we endure in life 
can be health, financial, marital, emotional, and spiritual. When we encounter such storms, like Job and the Apostles, how 
do we respond? We sometimes engage with varying kinds of responses and likely very human ones. 

Our human responses can cause us to get so overwhelmed that we see no solution in sight. We end up overthinking, over 
perceiving, and making bad decisions because our eyes are often centered on things other than Christ. We allow emotions 
of anger, hatred, violence, and revenge to be our go-to as our solutions. Unfortunately, these emotions do nothing to fix 
our issues or enable us to react with peace, joy, or love. 

Despite the storms of our lives and our often self-imposed prisons, prayer to Christ, the Saints, and our Blessed Mother 
give us solace. It is in disciplining our noisy hearts, minds, and emotions, that will enable us to overcome any storm we 
encounter. It is up to us to trust unreservedly in the Lord and know that, no matter what, He is always there supporting us 
along our paths. It is focusing on Christ amid the storm we are set free from our fears, anxieties, and confusion. 

We have some good news! During times of difficulty in life, it is always good to have something positive to report.  Our 
parish received a PPP loan for $29,000.00. This loan was sought so that we could continue to pay the salaries of our parish 
staff. Had we failed to do this, with parish closures due to the pandemic, most likely we would have had to surplus a few 
staff members. The good news is that we have sought to have our loan forgiven by the U.S. Government. We kindly ask 
that you pray that this  be the will of God. Thank you for your kind prayers. 

Speaking of loans, it has come to my attention that the bank forgave our loan of the St. John XXIII Center? Wouldn't that 
be a wonderful thing? I am sorry to report that is not the case as I believe the facts were confused with the PPP loan. That 
being said, we did raise $40,000.00 towards our current loan on the St. John XXIII Center! Thank you to everyone who 
responded to our Easter initiative.  We sincerely appreciate your generosity and may our gracious Lord bless you 
abundantly for your charity! 

Last Saturday, we had training for our parish ushers. I know that in the past we called them greeters. However, to ensure 
we have the proper nomenclature, we will use the title “Ushers” going forward.  Our meeting on Saturday was very 
productive. We spoke about the historical elements of ushers, the expectation, and their roles as servant leaders, setting 
the standard of professionalism, hospitality, and humility. We even discussed the importance of how we present ourselves 
before the Lord in our attire. What we wear can sometimes signal many things and it is important that  we come to Mass, 
to the banquet feast of the Lamb in our proper baptism gown.  The Ushers may look a little more upscale in their attire as 
they serve the Lord and us. May we take their example of proper dress and try to emulate that in the way we present 
ourselves before the Lord. God be blessed! 

Lastly, our parish budget has been approved by our parish finance council and our Board of Directors. While there were 
many positive things to report regarding last year's budget, unfortunately, it was an outlier. However, we hope that this 
year, our parishioners can continue to support the mission and ministry of your parish home. We encourage each parish 
family to do what they can to ensure that our parish home continues to be sustainable spiritually, morally, and financially. 
When we all pull together in the same direction, there isn't anything we can not accomplish in Him who has done good 
work in us! 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

Reverend Alonzo M. García, Pastor 








