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Listen…..do you hear that? Answer the call... 
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Almighty God, 

who arranges all things according to a wonderful design, 
graciously receive the prayers we pour out to you for our 
country.  

Grant that through the wisdom of its leaders and the integrity 
of its citizens, harmony and justice may be assured and lasting 
prosperity come with peace. 

Bless and keep our country in your care. 

Reveal yourself to the leaders and citizens so that we will trust 
and depend upon You and You alone. 

Amen. 
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OFFICE OF THE PASTOR 

July 4, 2021 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor.” (Lk. 4:18)  

Dear Parish Family,  

Being told what to do is often disliked by many in society. We do not like it when someone from our family finds 
'religion,' and they then tell us how to live. Sometimes unsolicited input could be considered unwarranted 
criticism.  However, sometimes we do need someone to challenge us about the way we live our lives. When we choose to 
live our lives out of selfishness and do not consider the consequences of our actions, it is a safe bet that our lives will be 
negatively affected. 

Considering today's Gospel, we see this dynamic play out in Jesus' native place. Sharing His wisdom with those in the 
synagogue, many took offense at His knowledge, mercy, and love. They saw Him as an enemy to their way of life. Many 
could only see life through the prisms of stature, money, power, and prestige. Jesus was looking toward the prism of 
eternal life and having it to the full, now! 

Jesus never appeased negative behavior. He challenged us to look within and discover what is missing in our lives and fill 
it with truth, mercy, and love. We see in our society today that many have missing pieces, which leads them down a dark 
path to destruction. We see some of this playing out in some cities across our nation. It is seen in some parts of our 
country where our school boards are trying to indoctrinate our children with immoral sexuality, and seen in our politicians 
failing to pass sensible immigration laws that protect their citizens from drugs, gang violence, and human trafficking. 
Politicians say it is being compassionate. REALLY? 

Sometimes when we choose to follow Jesus, we have to be prophetic and go against the mainstream to stand up for truth 
in love. We cannot close our eyes to the evils that are all around us and within us. We must become prophets in our times 
and ask the Lord to send us men and women who lovingly speak the truth of salvation to us so that we all may be set free. 
When we listen to Jesus, even though it can be challenging at times, it is for our welfare and benefit so that we may walk 
the path of light and lead others to do so as well! God bless! 

Happy Independence Day! We are truly blessed to live in the freest nation on earth! Today is a day when we give God 
thanks and praise for showering down upon our great country the many blessings we have! While our country isn't perfect 
by any stretch of the imagination, we are still the freest in the world because we have men and women willing to put their 
own lives on the line for our freedoms! We should be humbled and appreciative of all that we have because you never 
know what you never had until it is taken away! As we celebrate our Independence Day, may we never take our freedoms 
for granted, and may we always be responsible, accountable, and just in all that we do for self and neighbor! Finally, let us 
thank our men and women in blue who place their lives on the line each day to keep us safe and free! God bless you, and 
may God continue to Bless the United States of America! 

Lastly, this will be my last pastoral letter until August. I hope you have found my pastoral letters helpful as you continue 
to come and worship here at St. Rita in the Desert. If there are any topics that you feel you would like me to speak about, 
please let me know, and I will do what I can to address the matter as clearly as possible. Until next time,  have a 
wonderful summer and enjoy your Fourth of July! Peace and all good! 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

Reverend Alonzo M. García 

Pastor 




