
St. Rita in the Desert Catholic Church 



ST. RITA IN THE DESERT 



Thank  you for joining us.  





 
5:00pm Sunday Mass 

Tell your friends & neighbors!  

We also need Liturgical Ministers 

for this Mass. 

mailto:outreach@stritainthedesert.org
mailto:wscripturestudy@stritainthedesert.org
https://ascensionpress.com/


Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way 
you will fulfill the law of Christ. 

The suffering 
The deceased 
Patricia Abney 
Lois Schwab 
Mary Alice Perdu 
Samantha Reynolds 
Alfred Remetch 
Joan McCaffrey 

Louis Rosas 
Mark Lopez 
Mario Lopez 
Jack Baker 
Maelle Hicks 
Ken & Bonnie Englett 
Sr. Rosalia Giba 
Victoria Sprague 

Barry Blackwell 
Wesolowski Family 
Richard & Karin Radzik 
Bill Schlib 
Frances Weber 
Ellen Schwartzberg 
Maria Irvin 
The Golembiewski Family 

mailto:prayernetwork@stritainthedesert.org?subject=Prayer%20Request
mailto:prayernetwork@stritainthedesert.org?subject=Prayer%20Warrior


Our church needs YOU 
SPONSORS and WELCOME COMPANIONS needed 

Be a SPONSOR 
 

 

 

 

Be a WELCOME COMPANION 
 

 

 

What kind of Church do you want these new members to see?

Gift Shop Hours 

8:00am to 12:30pm 

Sundays 

mailto:azknights@q.com
mailto:ksmcewen@comcast.net
mailto:guild@stritainthedesert.org




ST. RITA IN THE DESERT 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

OFFICE OF THE PASTOR 

“Simon Peter answered Jesus, “Master, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.”  John 6: 60-69

August 22, 2021 

Dear Parish Family,  

As Jesus ends His Bread of Life discourse, we see the dimensions of human doubt and shock that Jesus would ask us to eat His 

flesh. It is a hard saying and many abandoned Him. This abandonment then is turned to the disciples, and Jesus asks the most 

heart-wrenching question to his closest friends, “Are you also going to leave me?“ What happens is that Peter makes a profound 

declaration of faith. Peter reasserts the belief that Jesus is the One whom the Father has sent to give everlasting life to all. 

However, the call to follow Jesus is not an easy one.  

The demands of the Gospel are very challenging and go against the grain of modern conventions of society. The Gospel calls us 

to live a life of justice and reconciliation. We must be receptive and responsible for our thoughts, actions, and words. Our 

choice of humble servanthood to Jesus places us at odds with the “me first/win at all costs” philosophy of our culture. However, 

Peter acknowledges the words of Jesus are the only way to transform and restore our lives and our world in the life of God. It is 

an inward restoration over time that enables us to give of ourselves faithfully to Jesus.  

The faith that Christ comes to reveal is not a “warm fluffy blanket” under which we hide from whatever we find unsettling or 

painful. It is not a protective coating designed to ward off every form of sin and evil. Faith is a light that illuminates our journey 

through life’s challenges and obstacles.  Faith is the lens through which we can see God’s grace at work even in the most 

confusing and challenging times. 

There was a minor error for the Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion training day. That was my fault. The second 

session for September 11, 2021, has to be rescheduled due to a scheduling conflict. Our new date will be Saturday, September 

18, 2021, at 1:00 p.m. I apologize for the confusion. I hope to see you all there!  

I have some great news on our Pastoral Council front! We finally have a complete team, and I am happy to present to our parish 

community our leadership team. Our Chair for our Pastoral Council is Mr. Frank Hall, the Vice-chair is Ms. Debbie Boyd, and 

the Secretary is Ms. Judy Richins. I am pleased that they said, “yes” to the Lord. They will be a profound blessing to our 

leadership here at our parish. 

We, the Staff of St. Rita in the Desert, are excited to announce that we will be using new software for our parishioner database. 

We are excited to announce that we will be joining GabrielSoft for the purpose of registering our parishioners. Additionally, we 

can send communications to our parish family in real-time in the event we have issues that you all need to know about Masses, 

closures, or other important matters pertaining to parish life. We are also happy to report that it has a ministry scheduler, which 

allows each family member to sign up and select the ministry and time of their choice. This process will enable us to be 

efficient in keeping track of our various liturgical ministers. The system can even send out reminders to each group monthly or 

quarterly. More information is coming soon so please stay tuned.  

Lastly, I would like to thank you all for your patience with us during the electrical outage in our parish hall. It seems that due to 

all the lightning storms we have been experiencing, it surged the main panel and blew out our breakers. As a result, we had to 

postpone the Knights of Columbus breakfast. The good news is that we will be having it this weekend and so I hope you all 

come hungry and read to fellowship with one another. See you all there! 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

Reverend Alonzo M. García,  

Pastor 




