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Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way 
you will fulfill the law of Christ. 

Jennifer Blackburn 
Brunn Family 
Pam Sleeper 
Rick Bois 
Joseph Villalobos 
Crystal Lopez 
Michelle Larsen 
Aunt Tami 
Those displaced by wildfires 
The suffering 

The deceased 
Patricia Abney 
Mary Alice Perdu 
Joan McCaffrey 
Jack Baker 
Maelle Hicks 
Ken & Bonnie Englett 
Sr. Rosalia Giba 
Victoria Sprague 
Barry Blackwell 

Wesolowski Family 
Richard & Karin Radzik 
Bill Schlib 
Frances Weber 
Ellen Schwartzberg 
Maria Irvin 
The Golembiewski Family 

 - Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS                                   
©LPi 
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ST. RITA IN THE DESERT 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

OFFICE OF THE PASTOR 

September 19, 2021 

“Your word, O Lord, is truth; consecrate us in the truth.” (Jn 17:17)

 

Dear Parish Family,  

Amazing how we see repeated themes from last week's scripture reading come full circle in today's readings. It is a simple 

reality that human beings have a challenging time learning to not repeat past sins. Interestingly enough, we are creatures of 

many habits, and some can be devastating to our spiritual growth and freedom. 

In today's Gospel, Jesus reminds us that it is the little things done in humility and love that reflect true discipleship. Other kinds 

of feats or control of others are merely self-serving. We see this with one of the righteous disciples who boldly proclaims that he 

tried to stop someone from expelling a demon in the name of Jesus. The reason was that the exorcist did not belong to the 'in-

crowd.' However, Jesus does not go along with the wayward disciple and gently reminds him that discipleship is not a 

competition.  

True discipleship does not reside in comparing and contrasting who is the better Christian. The hope is that we are all living 

lives worthy of discipleship in the Lord. Discipleship is the ability to humbly serve all, without regard to anyone’s status in life. 

With simple and humble acts of kindness we show the world that we belong to Christ. Moreover, when we cease comparing and 

contrasting ourselves to others, we can freely accept Jesus’ call without fear, reservation, and jealousy. We can serve the Lord 

and one another in love from our hearts!  

 It is important to show gratitude to those who make our lives better. In that same vein, I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank the Pastoral Council, the Guild, and our Welcoming Team for all their efforts and hard work last weekend for our 

Ministry Fair. They did an excellent job of uniting and bringing all of our groups together to seek further membership and raise 

awareness of the many activities of our parish. Thank you to all of our parishioners who came by to inquire about our various 

ministries. I hope that you were able to become part of a specific ministry that suits your calling. Again, thank you to everyone 

who made last week's ministry fair a blessed success!  

As we begin to move our parish forward with its ministries, I would like to call the youth of our parish to consider serving our 

community as Altar Servers. Our youth are a vital and important reality of our parish family. In time, they are the Church of 

today who will continue our Church of the future. We must start them young with roles and leadership positions in our parishes 

so that they feel comfortable serving the Lord. We will begin training for old and new altar servers on Saturday, October 23, 

2021, at 10:00 a.m. in the St. John XXIII Center. All parents are welcome to attend to ensure that we are all on the same page. 

We hope to see you all there!  

Have you ever considered financial independence or wondered how to manage your finances better? We are happy to offer a 

free financial seminar to our parishioners on Friday, October 8, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. in the Oscar Romero Room. We will have as 

our presenter Mr. Jaryd Ibanez from Primerica. Mr. Ibanez will take only 35 minutes of your time, and if you have questions, he 

will be available afterward to address any specific questions you may have. We ask that you call the Parish Office and  sign up 

to ensure we have ample space and have enough interest. Thank you in advance for your consideration.  

 Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

Reverend Alonzo M. García  

Pastor 




