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Dear Alumni, Family and Friends of Pacelli School, 

It is with great delight that I share the news of our school with you as we begin anoth-
er year of learning and experiencing the many blessings God has bestowed upon us at 
Pacelli Catholic School. 

As you recall, last year we had our first school year with K-12 students housed in the 
high school building. This unification not only provided greater collaboration among faculty and staff and exposure to 
more science, art, and mentoring opportunities for students, but also proved to make us better stewards of our re-
sources.  Efficiencies in staffing and facilities resulted in reduced expense.  Combined with increased tuition collection 
and donor support, we were able to end the year WITHOUT tapping into the Austin United Catholic School Foundation 
funds, which has been our recent reality in the past years . As a result, we have been able to complete some much 
needed deferred maintenance over the summer.  

We are pleased to announce that 100% of our graduating seniors in the class of 2019 will be attending post-secondary 
educational institutions. Sixty-two percent took advantage of the Assurance Scholarship in its inaugural year.  The Assur-
ance Scholarship, funded by the Hormel Foundation, provides Pacelli and Austin High School seniors, who live in Austin 
and meet academic and volunteer hour requirements, with 100% of tuition and fees and up to $1,000 for materials for 
any program at Riverland Community College. Thirty-eight percent of students in the class of 2019 are attending four-
year colleges or universities around the country. 

Our preschool program continues to grow, providing more students with an excellent faith-based and caring environ-
ment and filling a great need in our community. In addition to our two traditional half-day preschool classrooms, we 
have added a full-day, multi-age, Montessori classroom which includes the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd pro-
gram.  In total, Pacelli provides opportunity for 100 preschool children each year. 

We continue to foster partnerships within the community and state to the benefit of our students and staff.  Austin As-
pires, Vision 2020, the Hormel Foundation, Riverland Community College, the United Way of Mower County, Inc., the 
MacPhail Foundation, and the PrairieCare Child & Family Fund are supporting efforts at Pacelli involving equity, sustain-
able mental health professional development, music education beginning in preschool, and academic support and ac-
cess for both underrepresented and highly advanced students. 

Finally, I want to share with you some exciting news. This summer, the Schulze Family Foundation presented our school 
with a challenge grant of $50,000. The grant required that we raise half of this amount from new donations. We are 
pleased to announce that we have been successful in raising the funds and are excited about the momentum this will 
provide as we continue to grow our culture of giving. We hope that we can count on your support as we strive to be an 
even better school and support our resolve to bring the gift of Pacelli to more Austin area families.  

May Pacelli School, through your love prayers and support, forever be a place where our God is made known, loved and 
served.  

Yours in Christ, 
 

Jean McDermott 

President/Principal 

A Letter from 
    our President... 
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                              REVENUE   

Tuition and Fees $1,566,096 

-Tuition Scholarships/Financial Aid/Grants -$602,159 

Net Tuition and Fees $963,937 

Parish Subsidies $312,642 

Program Grants $127,174 

Contributions/Special Events $390,158 

Lunch Program $109,597 

Student Activities/Athletics $116,977 

TOTAL REVENUE AND SUPPORT $2,020,485 

2018-2019 Financial Summary  
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                               EXPENSES   

Instructional/Student Expenses $1,469,942 

Advancement/Special Events $113,612 

Plant and Maintenance $195,780 

General and Administrative $311,529 

TOTAL EXPENSE $2,090,863 
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Seven Pacelli students attended the 

International Leadership Conference 

hosted by HOSA-Future Health Pro-

fessionals, formerly known as Health 

Occupations Students of America, 

from June 19 - 22 in Orlando, Flori-

da.  During this time students compet-

ed in various events related to the 

healthcare industry such as taking 

knowledge tests and practicums. They 

also attended healthcare seminars and 

enjoyed some time at Disney 

World.  In order to qualify for the 

conference, the students needed to 

place at the state competition held in 

late March in St. Cloud. 

Pacelli’s chapter of HOSA meets 

monthly during the school year. Meet-

ings focus on organizing various 

events centered around health, includ-

ing an annual Blood Drive.  Students 

also learn about the different tenets of 

HOSA including leadership, innova-

tion and service. HOSA is an interna-

tional student organization recognized 

by the U.S. Department of Education 

and the Health Science Education 

(HSE) Division of ACTE.  The mis-

sion is to promote career opportunities 

in the healthcare industry and to en-

hance quality healthcare delivery to 

all people. Its goal is to also encour-

age all health science instructors and 

students to be actively involved in 

HOSA partnerships. 

Healthy Competition: Seven Pacelli   
Students Compete at National    
HOSA Conference in Florida 

Pacelli students at Disney World, enjoying their trip to 
HOSA Conference in Orlando, FL, June 2019 

Pacelli students participating in HOSA throughout ‘18-’19 
school year. Back row: Trace Fishbaugher,  Gomaar Paul, 
Rachel Nelsen, Tomas Castillo, & Lucy Nelson. Front row: 
Madison Rysavy, Shenali DeSilva, Neha Thawani Nanda, 
& Lynsey McMahon.  

                                             Photo Credit: Laura Marreel 

Photo Credit: Laura Sheedy 

“Pacelli Catholic School consistently chal-
lenges and encourages my child to reach 
their highest potential!”  -Pacelli Parent 

A program that changes lives! 

For more information about this 

life-changing program,     

please contact the Pacelli                

Advancement Department, our 

staff is happy to assist you!  

Phone: 
507-437-3278 

Online: 
www.pacellischools.org and 

click on “Support Pacelli” 

Email: 
rtofte@pacellischools.org, or 
inelson@pacellischools.org  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Hayden was born in Austin and attended Queen of Angels Catholic School for Grades 1-9 and Pacelli for grades 
10-12. He graduated from Pacelli in 1955. 

Joan Hayden was born in Caledonia and moved to Algona as a child. She attended Catholic schools in grades 1-12 
and graduated from St. Celia’s Academy in Algona. 

Jim and Joan came together as a team in 1961 when they married. The have two beautiful children, Jana and 
Beth. 

The crowning glory of Jim’s artistic talents is the designing of the Annual Pacelli Benefit Auction sets.  Starting in 

1992, Jim was called upon to share his talents in designing fantasyland settings for numerous auction themes 

which he has done faithfully and joyfully for many years. Not only has Jim designed and constructed Auction sets, 

he has also provided sets for Jane Koch’s Pacelli Singer Renaissance dinner theaters, Pacelli Choral Presentations at 

the Paramount Theater, as well as school float decorations for 4th of July parades. 
Jim ‘55 & Joan Hayden 

Keith and Chris Leif are part of a four generation Pacelli family. Keith’s dad, Bud, graduated from Pacelli in 1938. 
Keith graduated from Pacelli in 1968.  Keith and Chris’s middle child, Kelly, graduated from Pacelli in 1998, and 
grandsons Landon and Dylan are due to graduate from Pacelli in 2028! 

In 1969, while attending Austin Junior College, Keith met his future bride, Chris, the day before Thanksgiving at a 
college dance. They married in 1973 and raised 3 wonderful children, Tony, Kelly, and Kari, all who attended and 
graduated from St. A’s and Pacelli. 

Keith and Chris, as a family, have been involved as part of the Pacelli family for the past 36 years. They have en-
joyed many dinners, auctions, golf outings, plays, concerts, after prom parties, class field trips, homecomings, 
school Masses and sporting events too numerous to mention. Keith and Chris continue to be familiar faces around 
the school and at school events. 

And every January, Keith will continue to be known as the “Christmas Tree Man!"  

Pacelli Hall of Honor 2018 
Congratulations to the newest inductees to Pacelli’s Hall of Honor. These individuals were 
honored at Pacelli’s Annual Gala on Saturday, November 10th, at the Hormel Historic Home. 

 

Sara McMahon—”Teacher of the Year” 

“She goes above and beyond to support the children of Pacelli. Because of her 

[Child Care] program our children have a safe, educational and faith-filled experi-

ence before and after school. She is there when we drop our kids off in the morning 

and still there when we pick them up in the evening, and always has a smile on her 

face. I am extremely proud to have her as part of our community and that we have a 

dedicated individual like her that we can trust to foster our children's education.” 

- Pacelli Parent 

Chris & Keith ‘68 Leif 

September 1969, the second week of freshman year at Pacelli, Bill Taufic walked into the newspaper advisor’s office 
and spoke with Mary Crandall, his English teacher. Bill said that he wanted to be a journalist and write for the pa-
per. She said, “We do not need any writers, but we really need a photographer,” and Bill said, “Ok, I guess I will try 
that,” at which point began Bill’s life’s work. For the next four years taking pictures for the newspaper and yearbook 
became Bill’s focus, the darkroom in the janitor’s closet, his second home. 

Over the years, Bill has worked as a global photographer. He owns his own corporate photography business that 
has taken him on a 35 year period of traveling the world to make images for international corporations' publications 
and websites. 

Bill recently learned of the vast changes happening in Austin, MN, his hometown. People from over 50 places on the 
planet are now living their lives here, and despite the sad division that is happening all over our country, many 
Austin residents have rallied to establish organizations to help the newcomers become part of the community as 
new Americans. Bill felt the call to tell this story to the rest of the world, so other communities might learn that 
life is better if it is lived together. 

Bill shares that he is indebted to Austin. He hopes to give back to the community, one of the best places to live in 

America, by producing a book of real American stories called “Our Austin, Our America.” Bill gives many thanks to 

Austin and Pacelli for this wonderful life. 

William Taufic ‘73 
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New faces in 

On Tuesday, May 14th, 2019, Pacelli fourth 
graders participated in the Wilderness In-
quiry Canoemobile Program. The pro-
gram’s goal is to teach students about the 
rivers and lakes in their community and 
give all students an opportunity to try ca-
noeing. Students were able to canoe on 
the Cedar River near the Ramsey Mill Pond 

with a guide led from Wilderness Inquiry.  

Students also participated in activities on 
land led by the Mower County Soil and 
Water Conservation District. These activi-
ties included a watershed demonstration, 
learning about the history of the Cedar 
River and using flint and steel to start a 
fire. The day is made possible at no cost 
to students thanks to 
state AIS funding.  

Canoemobile Field Trip 
By Stephanie Lenway,  4th-6th Grade Math & Language Arts Teacher 

Left: Watershed demon-
stration given by Wilder-
ness Inquiry Guide. 

Top Right: Students 
trying to start  a fire 
using flint & steel. 

Bottom Right: Students 
enjoying playing games 
led by Mower Co. Soil & 
Water Conservation 
District. 

Photo Credit: Stephanie Lenway 
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After spelling her way into v-i-c-t-o-r-y 
during the Southeast Minnesota 
Spelling Bee, Neha Thawani Nanda 
qualified for the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee competition at Gaylord 
National Resort and Convention Center 
in National Harbor, Maryland in 
May.  The 14-year-old Pacelli eighth-
grader made it through the written 
preliminaries and successfully spelled 
her word “conticent” during round two 
of the competition. Nanda is the sec-
ond Pacelli Catholic School student to 
head off to the national spelling 
bee.  The first was Shane DeSilva in 
2014. 

Nanda’s daily routine consisted of 
getting her homework done as soon as 
she got home and then spending the 
rest of the night studying her spelling 
list.  “I used Merriam-Webster and Bri-

tannica,” Nanda said 
of her study aids. “I 
also used something 
called Valerie’s 
Spelling Bee Supple-
ment to help me. I 
always start with a list 
and focus on the 
country of origin. 
Usually, it gives me an idea of how a 
word might be spelled.”  Her words of 
advice to those looking to get into 
spelling: take deep breaths and focus 
on how the word sounds. Ask for the 
country of origin, and have fun. With 
the support of her teachers and class-
mates at Pacelli, Nanda was confident 
as she represented Austin. “It’s been 
amazing, and a huge part is because of 
the all the staff here at Pacelli,” she 
said.  “Just a big thank you to Mrs. 

Marreel and Mrs. McDermott and all 
the staff. Pacelli is really like a family, 
and they helped me so much.” 

Pacelli’s Nanda participates in 

Scripps National Spelling Bee 

Photo Credit: Austin Daily Herald 



 

This year, Pacelli Catholic School and Austin Public School introduced a new 
opportunity for our students. The Creating Entrepreneurial Opportunities 
(CEO) program gives students the opportunity to learn about business from 
local community leaders while simultaneously creating their own business-
es. The CEO board has been working on bringing this unique program to the 
Austin community over the past few years, and so far, it’s been a huge suc-
cess. 

This year, our students and business partners have connected in many 
ways, from business tours, which helped us to understand our community 
on a deeper level, to mentor relationships, which allowed students to grow 
personally and professionally and create connections that will last a life-
time. 

We’ve welcomed a list of successful business people to class to share their 
stories, their expertise, and their wisdom, and we have watched our stu-
dents grow and mature throughout the year while learning many real-
world lessons. 

In its inaugural year, the Mower County CEO program had 15 students. We 
have visited more than 50 businesses and welcomed more than 80 guests. 
Additionally, the students have created ID badges, hosted the first CEO 
class business (a banquet at The Hormel Home), met monthly with mentors 
to work on turning their business plans into a reality, completed class and 
individual business plans, started their own businesses, and developed a 
network of business professionals who are incredibly supportive and eager 
to help the students succeed. 

Our area business community has openly welcomed our program into their 
daily operations and the result is that our students have had exposure to 
the variety of businesses in our community. 

Each student developed their own business, including inventory to sell. The 
group hosted the first Mower County CEO Trade Show at the Hormel His-
toric Home on May 29th. 

We are excited about the experiences these students have had.  This has 
been an amazing opportunity for our students, and should continue to be 
an excellent program for our community moving forward. We would like to 
thank both the community and our business leaders for all the support and 
encouragement. 

 

“CEO really opened my eyes to all the opportunities Austin has 
to offer. There are so many unique businesses I would have never 
known existed before this class. I really enjoyed learning about 
the financial aspect of the businesses. It takes a lot of work and 
funds to make a dream into a successful business! CEO is a great 
class for any person hoping to learn more about business and the 
Austin community.”  

-Rachel Nelsen 

By: Emily Hovland, CEO Facilitator 

Pacelli junior, Alondra Vega, displays her business, Comfy & 
Cozy, selling beautiful home decor at the CEO Trade Show.  

Co-Business owners, Rachel Nelsen, Pacelli junior, and her 
grandmother, Connie Nelsen, Pacelli (‘64), at the CEO Trade 
Show. Three Generation Knits sells custom, hand-made mittens. 

Pacelli students invited to participate in CEO’s 2020 program; 
front row: Geraldine Lagunas, Madison Rysavy, Luis Hernandez, 
Sunny Mehta-Morgado. Back row: Gavin Johnson, Carter King, 
William Kahle, and Jayden Lewis 
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Pacelli Hall of Fame Inductions 2019 
The following individuals were inducted into the Pacelli Hall of Fame at a dinner hosted by the Pacelli Booster Club on June 
21st. This event is held in conjunction with the Pacelli Golf Day, an annual fundraiser sponsored by the Pacelli Booster Club.  

Bill Herzog 
Class of 1969 

Cross Country 
Member of the first Pacelli cross country 
team, 2 x All-State, school record holder in 
the cross country 2-mile (9:40) 

Track 
4 x letterman, 3 x All-State, held all distance 
records at Pacelli upon graduation 

Basketball 

3 x letterman, All-Conference (CCC) 1969, 
member of the 1967 and 1969 State tourna-
ment teams 

Scott Petersen 
Class of 1969 

Basketball 
2 yr. letterman, member of the 1969 4th 
place state tournament team, selected to 
the All-Tournament Team, WCCO All-State 
Team, All-Conference (CCC) 

Baseball 
4 x letterman, member of the 1967, 1968, 
and 1969 state tournament teams 1967 
State Champions, played on the 1971 4th 
place NCAA D2 National Team for Mankato 
State University, member of the Mankato 
State University Hall of Fame Team 

Kristen Nelsen 
Class of 1988 

Volleyball 
4 x letter winner, 3 x All-Conference 

Basketball 
3 x letter winner, 2 x All-Conference 

Golf 
5 x letter winner, 2 x All-Conference 
 
Graduate of University of Minnesota & 
Hamline Law School 
 

Julie Kvam 
Class of 1996  

Volleyball 

4 x letter winner, All-Conference 1995 
Basketball 

4 x letter winner, All-Conference 1996 
Softball 

4 x letter winner, 2 x All- Conference 
1994, 1995 
Member of the National Honor Socie-
ty, Homecoming Queen 

Jill Kvam 
Class of 1997 

Lettered in five sports at Pacelli: Volley-
ball x 1, Track & Field x 1, Tennis x 1, 
Softball x 2, & Basketball x 4 

Basketball 

All-Conference 1997 
Softball 

All-Conference 1997, All-Section 1997, 
All-State Honorable Mention 1997, 
1997 - set school records in Batting 
Average (.521) & Slugging % 1.042    
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Forces of Destiny - 27th Annual Pacelli Benefit Auction 

Pacelli Night  
at the Bruins! 

Cementing its support for education, the Austin Bruins pre-
sented a check to Pacelli Catholic School in the amount of 
$5,725.  In front of students, the Austin Bruins announced 
that the Austin Bruins Foundation would be giving this do-
nation to the Catholic school as a result of Pacelli Night 
that was held on March 16, 2019. 

“We’re very proud to take part in this every year,” said Bri-
an Schulz, president of business operations for the Bruins. 
“This is one of the key initiatives with the Austin Bruins 
Foundation and Pacelli is a great community partner.”  
 

Also presented to Pacelli Catholic School, was the special green 
shamrock jersey worn by the Bruins’ mascot Bruiser that was auc-
tioned. 

“It’s wonderful,” said Irene Nelson, Executive Assistant and Events 
Coordinator for Pacelli. “It’s obvious how much they care for our 
Catholic school.  It was a really great effort all the way around.” 

Dean of Students Laura Marreel also expressed her gratitude for 
the Austin Bruins and their donation to the Catholic school.  “We 
are very grateful to have these community partners,” she added. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Don’t miss the next  

Pacelli Night at the Bruins! 
March 14th, 2020 

Brian Schulz, president of business operations for the Aus-
tin Bruins, along with two team members, presented a 
check for $5,725 to Pacelli Catholic School. 

Photo Credit: Austin Daily Herald 

By Kathy Neve and Irene Nelson; 

Pacelli Auction Co-Chair/Events Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 27th Annual Pacelli Benefit Auction and Dinner, 
Pacelli Catholic School’s biggest fundraising event, 
took place Saturday, May 4, with a Star Wars theme, 
“Forces of Destiny!”  Approximately $300,000 was 
raised through the generous support of many. 

Attendees experienced a fun-filled memorable evening 
in All Saints Arena at Pacelli School including live auc-
tion, silent auction, games and the grand finale BIG 
GIVE.  A delicious dinner was topped off with the much 
anticipated “Droid Dessert Dash” as donors bid and 
raced to choose the most popular, delectable dessert. 
 

Next year’s Benefit 
Auction is set for 
April 18, 2020.  Ken-
tucky Derby has been 
selected as the theme 
as we continue 
“Charging Forward.” 
Jockeys, don your rid-
ing silks; women, secure your Kentucky Derby hats; 
men, tip your fedora and let’s raise our Mint Juleps to 
another prosperous event in 2020!  Please contact Irene 
Nelson at 507-437-3278 or inelson@pacellischools.org 
if you are interested in learning more about participating 
in, attending, or donating to the 2020 Benefit Auction. 
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Pacelli Benefit Auction attendees bidding during the ‘Big Give’ 

Photo Credit: Irene Nelson 



 

Tim Brennan 

Q:  Where did you grow up?   

Altoona WI. Back in the day it 
was a bedroom community of 
Eau Claire, four main streets. 
We rode bikes everywhere as 
kids and knew just about eve-
ryone in town. We never had 
a lock on our back door.    

Q:  What and where did you 
study? What is your back-
ground? 

I graduated from Altoona 
High School in 1975. Attended 
college at UW-Eau Claire. 
Graduated w/English-
Secondary Education degree 
(7-12) and a Creative Writing 
minor. I was the first person 
to graduate w/this new de-
gree. It was either Technical 
Writing or Creative Writing. I 
took the Creative path. 

Q:  What are some of your 
personal interests and hob-
bies?  

I’m a golfer. Most summer 
afternoons you can find me 
on a course somewhere. I’ve 
golfed since I was seven, was 
a high school coach, and 
some of my fondest memo-
ries are from golfing w/my 
family, both as a kid and as a 
Dad.  I’m also a writer. I write 
one act theater scripts and 
have been lucky enough to 
have multiple productions 
around the country 
(Milwaukee, Rochester & 
White Bear Lake & Spring 
Valley MN, Colorado Springs, 
Gulf Shores AL, and most re-
cently in Lexington KY, to 
name a few. Was even pro-
duced once in Mexico, but I 

did not attend. I have poetry 
published in various publica-
tions. My laptop is my 
friend :)  

Q:  Tell us about your family. 

I married my bride Jaci in 
1985. It was 103 degrees that 
day :) We have two Pacelli 
graduate sons, Alex (2010) 
and Max (2012).  

Q:  What have been some of 
your personal experiences/
connections with Pacelli 
Catholic School, and explain 
what roles you have filled?  

Well, as noted, both my sons 
attended Pacelli and so I have 
always followed Pacelli ath-
letics. Since my own retire-
ment from teaching, I have 
been a substitute teacher 
here.  I try and commit time 
to the school when and 
where I can. I started the aca-
demic Knowledge Bowl team 
and this year I will be the ad-
visor for HOSA at the school. I 
have directed various theater 
productions at Pacelli for the 
last four years, usually a fami-
ly comedy but we have also 
put on a Robert Frost poetry 
production and a talent 
show. The students at 
Pacelli are always open 
to new experiences and 
they support the extra-
curricular activities 
well.  I also line judge VB 
matches and occasionally 
fill in for office assistance 
when asked. The regular 
staff at Pacelli are the 
real heroes. I just come 
and help when I can.     

Q:  What would be your fa-
vorite quote, scripture, or 
motto? 

I’ve been a reader in the Aus-
tin Catholic Community  for a 
long time so my favorite scrip-
ture reads are many and var-
ied. Jesus’ interactions with 
ordinary people always stay 
with me. The conversation 
with the Samaritan woman at 
the well, for instance. She 
went looking for water and 
found Divine Mercy instead. 
Those types of exchanges is 
what life can be if we are will-
ing to be alert to them. I’m 
also a poetry fan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Frost appeals to me. 
There is a poem by Marianne 
Williamson “Our Deepest 
Fear” that speaks to me. “You 
are a child of God. Your play-
ing small does not serve the 
world.” There are many oth-
ers.   

Q:  What is your greatest life 
lesson? 

My wife. My children. And not 
taking them for granted. One 
of the worst sins, I think for a 
husband and father. It’s hum-
bling sometimes.  

Mr. Brennan helping students go over their lines and setting the stage 
with various props for the 2019 One Act Play. 

Photo Credit: Laura Sheedy 
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A step was made in June to help ensure that all of Austin’s 
students who are struggling with mental health can get the 
right support. PraireCare Child & Family Fund announced a 
grant for $50,000 to be given to Austin Aspires to help meet 
these needs.  

Austin Aspires partnered with Pacelli Catholic Schools, Austin 
Public Schools, the United Way of Mower County, Parenting 
Resource Center, Wee Learning Center, Austin Public Library 
and the Austin YMCA to start training in social emotional 
learning and trauma-informed educational practices.  While 
the $50,000 grant is generally earmarked for Austin to use the 
dollars to address mental health in early childhood and pre-
school-aged children in the community, Pacelli is able to ac-
cess training for all of our preschool through grade twelve 
staff. The long-term goal is to become a healthier community, 
which includes physical and social emotional health. 

PrairieCare Child & Family Fund has given a grant of $50,000 to Austin Aspires 
to put toward making sure students in Austin have access to mental health 
support. Eric Johnson/photodesk@austindailyherald.com 

“My Home Sweet Home” by Kayla Christopherson, Class of 2019 
Published in The Courier, June 2019 

For the past thirteen years, I have been 
blessed to call Pacelli Catholic Schools 
my home. As I look back on these thir-
teen years, how did I get to where I am 
today? What does the future hold? How 
has Pacelli prepared me for the next 
steps of my journey? But most im-
portantly, why is Pacelli so important to 
me? 

To begin with, being part of a small 
Catholic school, I am able to call my 
classmates my family. Every person in 
my class has had a huge impact on my 
life. These are the people that I have 
laughed with, that I’ve cried with, and 
even fought with, but, through it all, 
these are the people who I would want 
by my side through the ups and downs, 
the thick and thin. We have bonded so 
much through the years. Like the time 
we played card games, such as ‘I Doubt 
It’ instead of studying for our finals, or 
the time we all complained about having 
classes over at the church because our 
school boiler broke, or simply gathering 
around a fire celebrating a successful 
school year. My Pacelli “family” of 
classmates has been and will always be 
an immense presence in my life. 

I have had the opportunity to be men-
tored and taught by amazing Catholic 
school staff. I am so thankful for the 
dedicated teachers and the staff at 
Pacelli - past and present - who have 
made an imprint on my heart. They have 

greeted me with a smile every day and 
have always been patient with me as I 
asked countless questions. They have 
picked up after me and have been by my 
side even when I was wrong. 

Most of my greatest accomplishments 
have been under my coach’s counseling. 
Sports have always been a big part of 
my life, and I don’t know where I would 
be without my coaches. They found 
ways to make practice fun while still 
working us hard, pushing me far past my 
highest expectations. 

         However, the ones who deserve 
the greatest thanks, who have been my 
most significant supporters, and who 
have sacrificed to send my 
sisters and me to Pacelli, are 
my parents. My mom is al-
ways understanding; her pa-
tience is greater than that of 
most saints, and so is her 
faith. If I ever have kids, I 
hope to be half the mother my 
mother has been to me. My 
dad gives the best advice. 
He’s never ceased to encour-
age me, always picking me 
up when I am feeling down. 
Sometimes his presence has 
been all I need to keep mov-
ing forward.  

The best part of attending a 
Catholic school has been 
building a relationship with 

God. I wouldn’t be here without God. 
His mercy and forgiveness are never 
ending, and His love has never failed. 
He has blessed me with so much. 

Pacelli has given me an amazing educa-
tion and the opportunity to have a suc-
cessful future. I am able to live my faith 
and am given the freedom to be who I 
am as I walk through the halls of Pacelli. 
I have been able to develop a character 
and a personality here. I have played in 
the gym, acted on the stage, participated 
in the Mass, and become part of the 
Pacelli Tradition. For that and so much 
more, Pacelli has been, and forever will 
be, my HOME SWEET HOME. 

Photo provided by: Kayla Christopherson 
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Pacelli Catholic School part of $50,000 Grant for 
Mental Health Initiatives 



 

Annual Giving Recognition 
The individuals listed below recognize the critical importance of educating students who are formed in their faith, 

academically accomplished, and equipped for real life experiences beyond Pacelli Catholic School. The following 

list of benefactors reflects gifts received by the Department of Advancement from July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019.  

Photo Credit: Laura Sheedy 
 

Substantial: 

 Jim & Jeanne Sheehan 

$50,000-$99,999 

 Catholic Foundation of 
Southern Minnesota 

 Larry & Teresa Pfeil 

 The Hormel Foundation 

$20,000-$49,999 

 Anonymous 

 Hormel Foods Corporation 
Charitable Trust 

 United Way of Mower 
County, Inc. 

 Simplified Technology Solu-
tions 

 Leon & Kathleen Zender 

$5,000-$19,999 

 *Scott & Kristin Aakre 

 *Jim & Sue Anderson 

 Anonymous 

 Rolf & Dr. Faye Bollingberg 

 Catholic Community Foun-
dation 

 Jeffrey & LeeAnn Ettinger 

 *Michael & Christine Fred-
erick 

 George and Mary Kremer 
Foundation 

 

 Stephen & Shelley King 

 Randy & Wendy Kramer 

 *Holly LaVallie 

 Vincent & Nancy Maloney 

 *James & Janice Mino 

 Warren Plunkett (Bequest) 

 Gary & Pat Ray 

 Dr. Douglas & Debbie Reetz 

 *Anthony & Joni Roehl 

 The Wiggins Foundation, 
Inc. 

 United Catholic Schools 
Foundation of Austin MN 
Inc. 

$2,500-$4,999 

 Austin Bruins Foundation 

 Scott & Julie Becker 

 Richard & Judi Bergen 

 *Richard & Deanna Brekken 

 Mary Christopherson 

 Phyllis Freund 

 James & Joan Hayden 

 Steve & Lisa Kocer 

 *Daniel & Dianne Latham 

 Mower County Catholic 
Parishes Credit Union 

 *Jake & Sarah Nelsen 

 Belita Schindler 

 United Way of Mower 
County, Inc. 

 Carter & Meg Wagner 

 Jeff & Sherry Weaver 

$1,000-$2,499 

 Anonymous 

 James & Jennifer Bastyr 

 Scott Bissen & Michelle 
Morey 

 Rob Bolstad 

 Daniel & Mary Ann Chris-
topherson 

 Joan Dieball 

 *Neil & Peggy Drees 

 Fidelity Charitable 

 Brian & Kara Heimer 

 Bill & Susan Horner 

 Joe & Ellie Huffman 

 *Jeremiah & Sarah Johnson 

 Robert Kierlin & Mary Bur-
richter 

 Mary King 

 John & Donna Kluczny 

 Ronni Landherr 

 Warren & Gwendolyn Lar-
son 

 Lickteig Farms LLC 

 Rod & Jean McDermott 

 Medtronic 

 Otto C. Winzen Charitable 
Fund 

 Marvin & Rebecca Repinski 

 Lance & Jennifer Srp 

 Mark Stadtherr & Joan 
Brennecke 

 James Steffes 

 Thomas & Tricia Wiech-
mann 

 *Robert & Geraldine Wolf 

 $500-$999 

 John & Pamela Adams 

 *Brian & Jill Andrews 

 Austin Builders Supply Inc. 

 *Ryan & Robyn Bickler 

 Catholic United Financial 

 Colette Chaffee 

 Paul Chase & Mary Anger-
man 

 David & Mary Crandall 

 Jennifer Dreyer 

 Epiphany Dermatology,  Dr. 
Brian Zogg 

 Mike & Kitty Garry 

 David Hardwick 

 Heimer Dental, PLLC 

 Hormel Historic Home, Inc. 

 Tom & Becky Klingfus 

 Knights of Columbus, DBA 
Kay Sea Club Inc. 

 Paul & Debbie Leif 

 Thomas & Donna Maas 

 Dennis & Myrna McCor-
mack 

 Benjamin & Robyn Murray 

 *Mark & Jane Oberbroeck-
ling 

 Operation Round Up 

 Jim & Patricia Parlin 

 Craig Patrick 

 Seth and Jill Pfeil 

 John Quinn 

 Dave & Linda Scherer 

 Kathleen Sheedy Kurz 

 *Paul & Carol Tilkes 

 James & Lynn Wangen 

 Calvin L. Weis 

$250-$499 

 American Legion Post 91 

 Anonymous 

 Baudler Law Office 

 *Gary & Diane Bickler 

 Peter & Diane Christopher-
son 

 William A. Dhein 

 John & Rebecca Gust 

 Philip E. Hatten 

 Jim & Mary Lang 

 Steven & Marnie Leif 

 Kelly Jo Leif Phan  
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 Mitch & Stephanie Meyer 

 Jeffrey & Lori Mittag 

 Joel & Carrie Nelson 

 Ruth Paulson 

 Heather Rysavy  

 Dewey & Heidi Schara 

 Zach & Lisa Schara 

 Jerry & Ellen Stark 

 George & Sheila Tichy 

 Richard Weber 

 Gary & Jane Weiers 

 Bob & Colleen Weimer 

 Jeffrey Wilkinson 

 Sue Wolcott-Leson 

 Dr. Michael J. & Nyla J. Zender 

$100-$249 

 Janet Adams 

 Theodore & Mary Adams 

 All Seasons Outdoor Mainte-
nance 

 Chelsea Anderson 

 Cody & Mitzi Anderson 

 Anonymous 

 LeRoy & Theresa Baldus 

 Tim & Mary Barinka 

 Catherine Battles 

 Eleanore Benin 

 Bremer Bank 

 Jerry & Joyce Brown 

 *Matthew & Kyron Chris-
topherson 

 Jamie & Becky Churchill 

 Jeffrey & Rebecca Clark 

 Stephen & Lauren Cost 

 Chad & Ashley Donicht 

 L. C. Drew 

 Wayne & Kimberly Elmer 

 John Ethen 

 Patrick & Angela Felten 

 First Farmers & Merchants 
State Bank 

 Fraternal Order of Eagles 

 Glen & Ann Fuller 

 Michael & Pamela Gentle  

 Mary F. Gerenz 

 Richard & Erin L. Gross 

 Richard Guenther 

 Maxine Halbach 

 Cole & Toni Hastings 

 Paul & Linda Hirsch 

 Karen Holdgrafer-Berry 

 Stephen  & Mary Holtorf 

 John & Rita Jette 

 Michael Jette 

 Eric & Krista Kahle 

 Larry & Linda Keenan 

 John & Susan Knauer 

 Donald & Lisa Kocik 

 Leroy Koll 

 *Jerry & Megan Kraemer 

 Tammy Kritzer 

 Dan & Sandy Kubista 

 Roger & Frances Laufle 

 Gregory Leif 

 Bob & Kathy Loecher 

 Jon & Kristie Luna 

 Bernice Mahnke 

 Daniel & Laura Marreel  

 *Mark & Holli Mayer 

 Mary McDermott 

 Nilesh Mehta 

 Richard L. Miller 

 Howard & Dolores Nielsen 

 Michael & Jan O'Connor 

 Jeanette O'Leary 

 Sharon Peroutka 

 Donald & Jane Pesch 

 Peter Plunkett 

 William & Katherine Price 

 Kenneth & Beverly Quinn 

 Thomas & Diann Rauen 

 Clifton J. Reed 

 Stephanie Riles 

 Emily Rysavy 

 Don & Mary Lou Rysavy 

 Schammel Electric, Inc. 

 Thomas Schaub 

 Paulette Schlichter 

 Darlene Schottler 

 Bernard & Ann Schulte 

 Colin Sheehan 

 Harold & Janine Shepersky  

 Simplified Sound Productions 

 Brittany Stenzel 

 John Strong 

 Patricia Swenson 

 Steve Thimjon 

 Barbara Thompson 

 David C. & Beth Thompson 

 *Thomas & Janet Titus 

 Steven & Mary VanZee 

 Jim & Helen Weber 

 Daniel Weidner 

 Daniel & Acacia Wiechmann 

 Brian Winkels 

$1-$99 

 Justin & Whitnei Abel  

 Stanley & Corrine Aldrich 

 Anonymous 

 Anonymous 

 Austin Veterinary Clinic 

 Jeanne Backman 

 Cheryl Battagliotti 

 Linda Baumann 

 Jeff Baumgart 

 Verneice Beckel 

 Margaret Bednar 

 Eunice Benson 

 Eeron & Katherine Berg-
strom  

 Amy Bickler 

 Margo Bissen 

 Barbara Bissen  

 Ross Bissen  

 Jeanne Blake 

 Joy Blom 

 Matthew Boones  

 Sandra Boones  

 Craig Bradash 

 Cheryl Brandt 

 Helen Bruckmeier 

 James & Mary Busch 

 Thomas Capp 

 Anne Christopherson 

 Mike Christopherson 

 Robert & Kelly Collier 

 Leo & Aletha Coyle 

 Ramona Defrang 

 Ellen DeVries 

 Mary Diercks 

 Lynn Dormady 

 John & Kelly Downey 

 Brian & Sandra Drew 

 Janet Drew 

 Stacey Drew-Regan  

 Thomas & Lisa Dunlop 

 David & Kristen Ehmke 

 Garry & Sharon Ellingson 

 Andrea Enfield  

 Mike & Cindy Enfield 

 Francis & Carol Ferguson 

 George & Kathleen Finnegan 

 Richard & Anita Fischer 

 Martin & Joanne Fox 

 

WAYS TO 
MAKE A GIFT 

CASH GIFTS 
A cash gift is the simplest way to 
give.  It provides Pacelli Catholic 
School with immediate access to 
funds.  To make a cash gift, you can 
pay by credit card or direct debit 
online, or mail a check. 

PLEDGES 
A pledge allows an individual to com-
mit to making a series of donations 
over a period of time, even several 
years.  This option can help make 
substantial contributions more feasi-
ble. 

MATCHING GIFTS 
Each year, corporations match gifts 
to Pacelli Catholic Schools through 
employee matching gift pro-
grams.  You can make double the 
donation simply by getting your gift 
matched. 

BEQUEST IN YOUR WILL 
An individual may make a bequest to 
designate a certain amount or spe-
cific item(s) to Pacelli Catholic School 
in their estate plan (whether by Will 
or Trust.) 

ESTATE GIFTS 
An individual may also give a lifetime 
gift by transferring real estate ti-
tles. This option may allow for signifi-
cant tax benefits.  

STOCK GIFTS 
As in real estate, there is an option to 
give a lifetime gift of stocks, bonds, 
or other investment securities 
(including mutual funds.) Similar to a 
real estate transaction, this option 
may yield tremendous tax benefits. 

PAYROLL DEDUCTION– 
PACELLI STAFF 
Pacelli employees have the oppor-
tunity to give a recurring monthly gift 
through payroll deductions. 
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$1-$99 Continued... 

 Joe & Cindy Fuhrman 

 James & Patricia Gavrilsecu  

 John Gerlach 

 Mary Ann Goergen 

 Rosemary Goslee 

 Myron & Donna Grage 

 Arnold & Christine Green  

 LaVonne Griffin 

 Sharon Groth  

 Richard & Darlene Gunder-
son 

 Richard & Veronica Hansen 

 Carl & Karin Hanson 

 Larry & Dorry Haugen 

 Robert & Beverly Helfritz 

 Tom & Sandra Hentges 

 Tom Herberg 

 Cynthia Hernandez 

 Albert & Carolyn Higgins 

 Luke & Linda Hoeppner 

 David & Nancy Hoversten 

 Peggy Hanson  

 D. Igou 

 Steven Janssen  

 Bernice Johnson 

 B. A. Johnson  

 Craig & Mary Jo Jones 

 James & Mary Jorgenson 

 Michael Judd 

 Jonathan & Bridget Juenger 

 Zane & Judy Juncker 

 Diane Keenan 

 John & Carol Kiefer 

 James & Vicky King 

 William King 

 Adam & Melissa Klocke  

 Frederick & Patricia Krofta 

 Veronica Landheer 

 Barbara Laughlin 

 Leo & Julie Learn  

 John & Jane Lebens 

 Renee Leif 

 Edward & Mary Leif-Huber 

 Alvina Letendre 

 Issac & Elizabeth Leyk  

 Ann Marie Huemann-Lyle  

 Greg & Cherie Viner-Lynch  

 Tom & Mary Majerus 

 Robert & Sue Maus 

 Jerome & Suzanne H. 
McCarthy 

 David & Dorothy McCor-
mack 

 Charlotte McKee 

 Steven & Amanda Mensink 

 Jerry & Beverly Meyer 

 Alicia Miller 

 John & Carol Miller 

 Mildred Miller 

 Roberta Mistretta 

 Brian & Lise Mittag 

 Robert Morgan 

 John & Marge Murach 

 Connie Murphy  

 Margaret R. Nelson 

 Shirley Newkirk 

 Mary Jo Nolan 

 Teresa A. Novotny 

 Thomas & Sarah Nuss 

 David O'Connor 

 Viola O'Connor 

 Gary & Caryl Olson  

 William L. Olson 

 Shelby & Christy Parks  

 Rita Parlin 

 Thomas & Mary Parlin 

 Paul B. Plunkett 

 Lynda C. Plunkett-Wright 

 Jim Powell 

 Roger Przytarski 

 Jean Quednow 

 Janeth Ranum 

 Darlene Reed 

 Thomas & Mary Regen-
scheid 

 Robert Remker 

 Fred & Gertrude Retterath 

 Scott & Christy Rogne  

 Jim & Jean Sauer 

 David & Lizbeth Schenck 

 Mitzi Schenk 

 Robert E. Schumacher 

 Robert & Betty Scott 

 Joseph & Kathleen Serratore 

 Laura Sheedy 

 Raul Silva 

 Katherine Skjeveland 

 Gregory & Paula Smith 

 Kathleen Sollid 

 Joseph & Marjorie Sorenson 

 Sorenson's Appliance & TV 

 Kevin & Diane Sorg 

 Frank & Barbara Spinner 

 Diane Sterling 

 Richard & Hannah Stone 

 Tim & Debra Swanson 

 Brody & Lydia Swedberg 

 Kay Tauchnitz 

 John & Janet Thill 

 Christopher Thissen 

 Truist 

 James & Eunice Urlick 

 Sherwood & Marilyn 
Vereide 

 Sharon Wagner 

 Ben & Katerina Walk 

 James & Donna Wermer-
skirchen 

 Mary Wolcott 

 Donald Wolfe 

 John & Rebecca Wolterman  

 Joy Zerby 

Thank you 

for your 

generous 

support! 
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* A portion of this donor’s total was matched by one 
of the following companies:  

- Hormel Foods Corporation Charitable Trust 
- Medtronic 
- UnitedHealth Group  

While we strive for the highest levels of accuracy with our donor listings, errors do occur. If you have any questions about donor listings or 
wish to offer any correction, please contact Pacelli Catholic School at 507-437-3278 so we can address your concern.  



 

Ever wonder how shamrocks can be 
seen through the eyes and imagination 
of a child? Pacelli Catholic School stu-
dents have a story to tell. 

During the last two years, Kathy 
Neve’s second grade students wrote 
their own book. 

They chose a theme and then each stu-
dent illustrated a page and wrote, re-
vised and edited their page. 

Once completed, the class then sent 
their manuscript to Studentreasures 
Publishing, which helped turn the as-
signments into a professional bound 
book. 

“They had stencils for shamrocks and 
turned them into drawings where the 
shamrocks turned into wheels on a 
truck or clouds,” she said. “I’m very 
happy with what they’ve done and how 
creative students were with this 
theme.” 

Last year, students wrote to the theme 
of “Diary of a Pacelli Second Grader,” 

Neve explained. This time, students 
chose to write about “This Was Once a 
Shamrock,” in which illustrations cap-
tured the imagination of what sham-
rock shapes could be seen in everyday 
or fictional things. 

For some of Neve’s students, this pro-
ject may inspire them to 
pursue creative writing in 
the future as an art form, 
or even as a potential ca-
reer. Nolan Huffman, 8, a 
second grade student in 
Neve’s class, shared that 
he loves to write, read and 
draw. Huffman had al-
ready written some of his 
own stories and hopes to 
share the joy of writing 
with others through his 
class book. 

“I want to be a writer,” he 
said. “I like to see every-
thing once it’s done” 

Neve anticipates continu-

ing this project every year so that 
younger students will have something 
to look forward to in second grade. 
With the book newly published, par-
ents have the opportunity to purchase a 
copy and Neve can also get a copy for 
the classroom. 

Unknowingly, Neve’s class was also 
the winner in a $100 grant giveaway 
from Studentreasures Publishing. The 
grant will go toward the class purchas-
ing a set of new books for their class-
room library, Neve added. 

“Students loved the project and are 
proud of their work,” she said. “They 
get to see it when everything comes 
together and it’s their favorite project.” 

That pride could be found in Rachel 
Kahle, 8, a second grade student in 
Neve’s class, who felt inspired to con-
tinue writing and reading while sharing 
that love with her family. 

“Reading is the most important thing in 
life,” Kahle said.  “I love being able to 
make people excited to read, and I was 
so excited that the book is going to be 
seen by a lot of people.” 

A letter and check for $100 accompany the book that earned 
Kathy Neve’s second grade class’s win in the Studentreasurers 
grant giveaway.  

Kathy Neve’s second-grade class at Pacelli stands around their teacher with their book that was the 
winner in a contest recently that earning the class $100. Photos by Eric Johnson/
photodesk@austindailyherald.com  

By Hannah Yang, Austin Daily Herald 

Story Time: Pacelli Second Grade Students 
Share Imagination Through Published Book  
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Made possible through the support of alumni and friends. 

Thank you! 

Seniors: Daniel Nelson, Abigail Bollingberg, Kayla Christopherson,  
Marissa McConnell, Mason Holtorf, Fernando De La Cruz, and Ed Dreyer 
received The Hormel Foundation Austin Assurance Scholarship  

Pal Koak (12th) was presented 
the Ettinger-Wallin Scholarship 

Myra Kraemer (12th) was awarded 
the Jennie-O Turkey Scholarship 

Jayden Lewis (10th) was awarded the Jim 
Grebin Memorial Scholarship 

Caitlin Drees (9th) received the Kellsey 
Hogan Memorial Scholarship 

Kirsten Koopal (7th) and Nathan Schmitt (not 
pictured (9th)) were awarded the Danny Rysavy 
Memorial Scholarship. 

Abigail Christopherson (8th) & Sunny Mehta-
Morgado (11th) were awarded the Joy Koll     
Memorial Scholarship 

Johnny Nguyen (11th) was presented 
the Joe Lewison Memorial Scholarship 

Lynsey McMahon (9th) & Hailey Schafer (9th)
were awarded the Diane Murphy Memorial 
Scholarship 



 THE SHAMROCK 

Seniors, Mason Holtorf and Kayla Christopherson, 
received the Shamrock Boy and Shamrock Girl Award 

Buay Koak (8th) and Iris Rodriguez (9th) re-
ceived the Austin Builder Supply Scholarship 

Kendahl Lewis (8th) was awarded the 
Pete Schmidt Memorial Scholarship 

Kylee Christopherson (10th) & Ashley Mazariegos 
were awarded the Father Duellman Scholarship 

Luis Hernandez (10th) received the Hatten Memo-
rial Scholarship 

Madison Rysavy (10th) was awarded 
the Sue Kemerick-Horner Scholarship 

Gavin Johnson (11th) and Shenali DeSilva (11th) 
(not pictured) were awarded the Stephen Lickteig 
Memorial Scholarship 
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Neha Thawani Nanda (8th), Juan Carlos Barrera Reyes (8th), and 
Zach Bollingberg (10th) were awarded the Pacelli Staff Scholarship 

The Class of 2019 was presented with the Senior Booster Club Award 

Seniors, Lucy Nelson, Myra Kraemer, Marissa McConnell, Kayla Chris-
topherson (Salutatorian), and Abigail Christopherson (Valedictorian) 
received awards for maintaining a GPA of 3.5+ entire HS career  



 

 1. Pacelli students, Administration staff, United Catholic Schools Foundation members, and Alumni gather in front of the 

“Johnson House” to show their appreciation and gratitude for the home that was donated to Pacelli/United Catholic Schools 

Foundation by Joel Johnson. Proceeds from the sale of the home have allowed UCSF to support Pacelli with tuition assistance, 

scholarships, and capital improvement efforts. 

2. Pacelli middle school students serve their community by taking an active part in helping Real Hope for the Hungry. 

3. Bibles, beach towels, and blessings are abundant during the annual senior retreat.  Hosted at the home of Debbie Reetz, for-

mer Austin resident and parishioner, this annual end-of-the-year finale of faith sends Pacelli seniors out into the world, knowing 

that God will be with them at every step.  

4. Pacelli parents, friends, and staff enjoy a “totally tubular” 80’s Prom at All Saints Arena in the Pacelli gymnasium. 

5. Pacelli elementary students share Christmas carols with the residents of Sacred Heart Nursing Home. This is a favorite holi-

day tradition for both students and residents. 

6. Lyle-Pacelli Varsity Girls Basketball make a strong showing in district competition accepting 2nd place at Section 1A finals.           

1 

3 4 
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2018-2019 

School Year 

Highlights 

7. Kindergarten students log reading minutes during Read Across America week. Students earn pledge dollars for minutes of 

reading during their readathon.  Dollars raised are used to fund an author-in-residence each year. 

8. Congratulations to Mrs. Marnie Leif, Pacelli Grade 4 - 6 Social Studies and Math teacher who was recognized by the Austin 

Rotary Club as the Austin 2019 Educator of the Year! 

9. The cast of Big Bad poses for a group picture after their final show. The spring play, which took a satirical look at fairy tales 

from our youth, was directed by Jen Dreyer. 

10. Members of the Pacelli High School Honor Choir bring sentiments of love & joy on Valentine’s Day as they perform 

“Singing Valentines” to lucky recipients throughout the Austin community. 

11. Bishop John Quinn celebrates the Diocese of Winona/Rochester Baccalaureate Mass with the Class of 2019. Seniors from the 

four diocese high schools, Pacelli, Lourdes, Loyola, and Cotter, attend this event. 

12. Kayla Christopherson takes a moment to pose with her Cross Country Coaches, Ryan Bickler and Jim Parlin before heading 

to her 6th consecutive State competition. Christopherson is now attending South Dakota State University and running for their 

Cross Country team.  

9 

12 
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Front cover: Pacelli students K-12th grade gathered along the 2nd floor hallway, for a “Thanksgiving feast.” They enjoyed eating a meal 
similar to what was served in the classic Peanuts movie, “A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving.” 

Photo Credit: Laura Sheedy 

 

Abigail Bollingberg, Pacelli Class of 2019 Valedictorian 
Graduation Speech, June 5th, 2019 

“Distinguished Guests, Pacelli School Board of Trustees, Administration, Faculty and 
Staff, Students, Families, and Friends of Pacelli Catholic School… 
On behalf of my class, I want to thank you for coming tonight. You all mean so much 
to us, and we want you to know that there’s no way we could’ve made it here without 
you. You’ve been there through the ups and downs of life, and for that and everything 
else you do we want to say thank you.  
 
Trying to write a speech that attempted to sum up the past 12 years of my life with my 
best friends was really hard. I wasn’t ready to accept high school was over for us yet 
and that we’d all be going our own ways in just a few short months. I thought about all 
our memories over the years, like licking our plates clean at Eagle Bluff, study halls 
where nothing ever got accomplished, and so many meals at Perkins, and with all those 
memories I just really couldn’t picture us all not seeing each other every single day 
anymore. I tried to find words that described our class and our years here at Pacelli, but 
it was hard because, believe it or not, our class has a lot of great qualities. But I finally 
settled on one word that describes all of us... it’s passionate. And though most of the 
time we were never passionate about the same things, we all had something inside of 
us felt so strongly for and were willing to work hard for. With these passions comes a 
great drive to succeed and I see that drive in every single one us. All of these passions 
make up our identity as a class, a crazy, care-free, loud, but lovable class. And soon, 
we’ll need to use our passions to pave our own futures. The world needs our positivity, 
our eagerness, and our confidence, but most importantly it needs our passion with eve-
rything we do. So Class of 2019, find your passion and use that to make your mark on 
the world. Whatever you decide to do, whether it be a bioengineer, a police officer, a 
teacher, do it with a passion that others can see and be inspired by.  
 
Timothy 4:12 says, “Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young. Be an 
example to all believers in what you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.” We’ve been given so many 
tools from God, our teachers and parents, and each other and I have no doubt that we’ll all make an impact on this world somehow. 
So let’s be proud of our past and our journey that we’ve made together at Pacelli, but even more excited for our futures because as 
Hannah Montana says, “life’s what you make it, so let’s make it rock.” Thank you class of 2019, you will always have such a special 
place in my heart and I wish you all the best in your futures.” 

Pacelli educates students in the Catholic intellectual tradition, providing a lifelong foundation grounded in Christ’s love,         

faith in God, service to community, and academic achievement that inspires our students to “Be More.” 
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