
Little Flower Freshman Summer Reading
Assignment Packet

How you start your year provides the
stepping stones on how you finish. Parents

and students, please understand that the novel that is selected will be the novel that
we will spend time dissecting, analyzing and critiquing as the first unit to be covered
in the English department. Essentially, the work that will be completed for this novel
will be the first major grades for the first quarter of the 2022-2023 academic year. If
you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact the following:

Dr. Eugene Halus - English Department Head/ 9th & 10th English Teacher

Ms. Jalyn Martin - 9th English Teacher/Director of Klarich Center

Consider these questions as you are reading your novel. Having answers to them, with quotations
from the book (citing with page number will look like this → (Pride & Piazza, p. 2) or (Pride &
Piazza, pp. 145) ) as supporting evidence will be very helpful when it is time to discuss and
assess your reading. Please answer the following questions in complete sentences and in your
notebooks.

Fairness - We seek equity and inclusion for all people.

Identify at least two instances where a character demonstrates fairness.

● In which situations does a character in the novel demonstrate fairness?
● In what way does a character demonstrate fairness?
● How would the story have changed if that character acted unfairly?

Consider also:

● Are there instances in the story where a character acts unfairly?
● Why did they make that choice?
● What were the effects of that choice?
● How could a demonstration of fairness have changed the story?

Forgiveness - We let go of resentment and anger.
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Identify at least two instances where a character shows forgiveness.

● What is the situation where a character chooses to be forgiving?
● How does the character demonstrate forgiveness?

Consider also:

● Are there instances where a character chooses not to be forgiving?
● What drove a character to be unforgiving?
● What effect did this choice have?
● How might the story have been different if a character had been forgiving at that

moment?

Respect - We offer courtesy and civility to all people.

Identify at least two instances where a character is respectful.

● How does a character act respectfully?
● What is the result of their action?

Consider also:

● How might the story have changed if a character was disrespectful?
● What is an instance where a character acts disrespectfully?
● What is the result of this action?
● In your opinion, why does the choice to be respectful matter to the overall story?

Generosity - We give of ourselves freely and joyfully.

Identify at least two instances where a character is generous.

● How does the character demonstrate generosity?
● To what goal is the character striving as they demonstrate generosity?

Consider also:

● Are there instances in the story where the character acts selfishly?
● How did the character act selfishly?
● How did this affect the story?
● If the character had been more generous, how would the story have changed?
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Summer Reading Assignment: Before, During, and After Developing Your Reading
Comprehension and Analysis Skills

Before Reading

1. Think about the title of the novel. Make a prediction about the content of the novel based on
its title.

During Reading
After the first chapter . . .
1. What are your first impressions of this novel? After you have completed about half of the
novel…

2. Where and when does this story take place? What has the author done to bring this setting to
life?

3. What in the novel caused you confusion (even if the confusion was only temporary)? What
strategies did you and/or will you use to eliminate this confusion?

Vocabulary for We Are Not Like Them

Using a dictionary (online or physical), find 14 different words that you are not familiar with and
define them. Include the parts of speech. Then, write an original sentence using contextual clues.

Word Part of Speech Definition Original Sentence
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While reading We Are Not Like Them, please begin filling out your plot diagram as shown
below. A plot diagram is a graphical representation of the sequential events that occur in a novel.
The beginning or the exposition:  is the introduction to a story, including the primary characters’
names, setting, mood, and time. The rising action: series of events that lead to the eventual
climax, including character development and events that create suspense. The climax: this is the
most exciting point of the story, and is a turning point for the plot or goals of the main
character(s). The falling action: everything that happens as a result of the climax, including
wrapping up of plot points, questions being answered, and character development. Lastly, the
resolution: please note that the ending of novels will not always be a happy ending; however, it
should complete the story. The resolution can leave a reader with questions, answers, frustration,
or satisfaction.
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After Reading

1. In your mind, what was the theme (central message or insight into life revealed by a literary
work) of your novel? Explain. Note: Theme is not a single word or phrase like “war,” but a
generalization about people or life that your novel appears to communicate.
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