
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION INFORMATION 
 

 

FIRST COMMUNION MASS 

Saturday, April 29, 2023 

CLASS 

10:30 AM Mass  Sutfin, Walker, Jones 

1:30 PM Mas 
Burnett, McHugh, Vess, SSPP All Saints and 

SSPP Kingswood 

 

 

ATTIRE 

Girls should wear a dress that is modest. White is traditional but is not 

mandatory. It may be sleeveless but never strapless.  Dress slacks and a blouse 

are also permitted. Veils may be worn but are not a requirement. If gloves are 

worn, they must be removed before coming forward for Communion.  

 

Boys should wear a collared shirt with a necktie or bowtie, as well as dress 

slacks and dress shoes. They may wear a suit or sport coat if desired. 

 

Children are warmly invited and encouraged to wear their First Holy 

Communion attire to weekend Mass any time after their First Holy Communion 

for as many weeks as they enjoy wearing it.  

 

SEATING FOR MASS 

Masses will be celebrated in the church.  The children will sit with their families. Each family 

will have seating for a total of EIGHT, including the First Communicant. Enter through the front 

doors of the church so that you can check in, receive your child’s First Communion certificate. 

Once checked in, families will be seated by an usher in one of the first 15 pews of the 

church as they arrive, starting on the Blessed Virgin Mary side.  

 

Any remaining pews will be considered open seating. Self-reserving pews is not permitted.  In 

fairness to all families, coats, books, cameras, lawn chairs ☺, or anything else left in the open 

seating section with no live person sitting there will be removed.  If consideration for family 

members needing handicapped seating must be made, please contact the Religious 

Education Office at 630-357-2436 by April 12th to ensure availability. 

 

When it is time for Communion during Mass, the First Communicant will come forward to 

receive the Eucharist from the presider, accompanied by his/her parents so that they can 

witness this special moment. We ask that other family members remain in the pew. Only the 

First Communicant will receive at this time. When all those making their First Communion 

have received, the presider will be joined by other priests and ministers of Communion and 

the rest of the congregation will be invited to come forth.  
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BANNERS 

Each family is asked to create a banner to be hung over the end of the family pew.  Banners 

must be no larger than 10" wide and 24" long.  A wooden dowel should be sown into the top 

of the banner and piece of decorative rope or yarn attached to each end of the dowel will hold 

the banner on the pew by sliding it over the top.  Family name, scripture 

verse and/or decorations related to grapes, wine or bread may be added.  

There are banner kits available to purchase for the Religious Education office 

that can be used to make a banner similar to the one shown. Kits are $3 

(exact change is appreciated!) or you are welcome to design and make your 

own.  

  

ARRIVAL TIME 

The children should be brought to their designated pews by 10:00 AM (for the 10:30 AM 

Mass) or 1:00 PM (for the 1:30 PM Mass).  The children will lead a recitation of the Rosary 

starting approximately 20 minutes before the start of Mass to help focus on the celebration. 

 

PHOTOS AND VIDEO 

Pictures or videos may not be taken once the Mass begins. We have arranged for a 

professional photographer to take a picture of each child as he/she receives the Lord for the 

first time. These pictures will be available immediately to purchase following each Mass. 

Pictures may be also taken inside the church immediately before or after Mass.  

 

OTHER 

Please take your child to confession as close to First Communion as possible so that they can 

receive our Lord while they are in a state of grace. 

 

If you are not already taking your child to Mass each week, please start doing so. We have 

spent a lot of time focusing on the importance of receiving Jesus in the sacrament, but it will 

mean very little to a child who never attends Mass. You are the spiritual leader of your family. 

As you decide what takes priority, every choice is carefully observed and taken into the heart 

of your children. They are watching you, and they are learning from you.  

 

First Communion Mass is typically a little over an hour long. 

 

All First Communicants are invited to play a special role in the Feast of Corpus Christi 

procession on Sunday June 8, 2023. On Corpus Christi—the Body of Christ—we celebrate 

the mystery and the joy of the Eucharist. We celebrate Jesus’ gift to us of His body and His 

blood. It is customary on this day, after Mass, to hold processions with our Lord followed by 

Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. First Communicants are asked to dress in their 

communion attire and process on Corpus Christi where they will be preceding the Blessed 

Sacrament and ringing bells to announce the approaching Eucharist!! More information will be 

sent closer to the date.  


