
 

 
Dear Engaged Couple, 

Let me extend my congratulations to you as you answer God’s call to married life and prepare 
for the Sacrament of Marriage.  You are about to enter in a sacred lifelong adventure together, 
with God. I know that this is an exciting, yet busy, time for you and it is my prayer that 
everything about your wedding day will be beautiful and joyous. These guidelines can assist you 
in your planning. 

The union of baptized persons is one of the seven sacraments of the Holy Roman Catholic 
Church. The sacrament is spiritual, not just legal; sacred, rather than merely secular; public, as 
well as personal; it is happy, yet holy, occasion to celebrate. However, this celebration is not 
only for the bride and groom, family and friends, but also for the whole Christian community in 
which the marriage takes place.  

The wedding liturgy serves as a witness, to all present, your understanding that you are 
entering a sacred and holy union - a sacrament. Therefore, every aspect of the liturgy, including 
the music, calls for meticulous planning that will aid in this understanding. Those present at 
your wedding will be led by the solemnity, dignity and beauty of the liturgy to a deeper 
understanding of Christian marriage and, as a result, have a greater commitment to it.  

Since you chose to invite Christ to make your love a sacrament, the sacred music which you 
choose for your wedding must communicate this unique and distinct encounter. Just as you 
would not expect to pronounce your wedding vows in street language, so you would not expect 
to hear “everyday” love songs within a ceremony celebrating sacramental married love. 
Certainly “your song” will have a place later in the day’s festivities. 

Liturgical Judgment 

The nature of the liturgy itself will help to determine what kind of music is called for, what parts 
are to be preferred for singing and who is to sing them. (Ibid. #30)  

The lyrics of songs chosen for the wedding liturgy express the Christian concept of life, rather 
than one which is purely secular. The liturgy of marriage celebrates not only the human love 
between two persons but also their relation to God who is love. The texts must always be in 
conformity with Catholic doctrine, indeed they should be drawn chiefly from Holy Scripture, 
and from liturgical sources. (Constitution on Sacred Liturgy, Vatican Council II, #121)  

Perhaps the best criterion is simply the question, “Can you pray the words of the text?” Does 
the music express and interpret the text correctly and manifest the meaning more clearly? Is 
the form of the text respected? In making these judgments the general classification of 
liturgical texts must be kept in mind: proclamations, acclamations, psalms, antiphons, litanies, 



 

 
hymns, and prayers. Each has a specific function and form which must be served by the music 
chosen for the text.  

Musical Judgment 

Choose music that will be effective for the assembly and suitable for use in a religious, liturgical 
service whose primary concern is the worship of God. Therefore, the role of music in the 
celebration of the Eucharist and the sacraments is threefold: Music must fulfill a role of service; 
Music must invite and involve congregational participation; and Music must be an integral part 
of the liturgy.  

Prelude 

The arrival of your wedding guests may be accompanied by instrumental music, a vocal solo, or 
choir.  

Introductory Rights 

Processional 

The procession is a liturgical action described in the Rite of Marriage, as the ritual entrance of 
the ministers for the liturgy. The couple, as ministers of the sacrament of marriage, is included 
in the procession. This also reflects the Church’s understanding that the bride and groom are 
complementary in marriage. The actual order of the procession may be planned with the 
presiding priest or deacon, led by an altar server or cross bearer and a reader carrying the Book 
of the Gospels, but equal attention should be given to both families. The procession and the 
music accompanying it reflect the joyous dignity of the moment. Many appropriate selections 
were originally composed for royal or state, as well as religious occasions. On Sunday, the 
opening hymn acts as the “processional music”, and an opening hymn can accompany a 
wedding procession as well. Generally, however, wedding processions are accompanied by 
instrumental music (organ, brass, strings, etc.) or vocal music (solo or group).  

The so-called “traditional wedding marches” by Wagner and Mendelssohn are not permitted. 
Both are theater and secular pieces which have nothing to do with the Sacred Liturgy. The 
“Bridal Chorus” from Wagner’s opera, Lohengrin, actually accompanies the couple to the 
bedroom, not the altar! Mendelssohn’s incidental music to Shakespeare’s Midsummer Night’s 
Dream accompanies a farcical wedding (the play is a comedy). I will suggest and demonstrate 
numerous other compositions from which to choose, thus adding to the dignity and uniqueness 
of your wedding liturgy.  

For the processional please choose a selection for each: 1. Seating of the 
Mothers/Grandmothers. 2. Wedding Party. 3. Bridal Procession. 



 

 
Gloria 

The Gloria is sung by all present. (English or Latin) 

Liturgy of the Word 

Responsorial Psalm 

Following the first reading, the responsorial psalm is SUNG. The assembly sings the antiphon 
with the cantor singing the verses.  

A musical setting of the Psalm you select from Together for Life will be sung. 

Gospel Acclimation 

The Gospel Acclamation (or Alleluia) must be sung.   

Rite of Marriage 

The actual Rite of Marriage does not call for any specific music. 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Preparation of the Gifts 

An instrumental or vocal selection or a congregational hymn may accompany the presentation 
and preparation of the gifts. The music used here should not prolong this part of the liturgy. If a 
congregational hymn is chosen, it follows the same criteria stated for the processional hymn. 

Eucharistic Acclimations 

Communion Rite 

Lord's Prayer 

Lamb of God 

Communion Song 

Congregational singing is appropriate here because it gives expression to our unity in the Body 
of Christ. Preferably, a song with a refrain for the assembly would be chosen. 



 
 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Devotion of Mary 

It is a Catholic Tradition for the Bride to place flowers at the altar of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and ask for her intercession for a happy and holy marriage.  Here the Ave Maria is sung; several 
composers have set this text to music, the most traditional is the setting by Franz Schubert. 

Concluding Rite 

RECESSIONAL  

A festive instrumental piece of music is most effective as accompaniment to the recessional. 
See processional list for some choices.  

To schedule an appointment to discuss the Sacred Music for your Wedding Liturgy please 
email or call Cindy Kennedy in the Sacred Music Office (musicadmin@sspeterandpaul.net, 
630.718.2119). 

Sincerely, 

Jay Yau 
Director of Sacred Music 

mailto:musicadmin@sspeterandpaul.net


 

 

 

Music Suggestions 

These selections are merely a suggestion. A recording of most of them can be found online. The 
hymns are meant for cantor and congregation, choral pieces are not included in this list. Some 
examples can be found here: 
https://music.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6bQBz5ByoUaFSgG5vA78OWhYk__mExE_ 

Processionals 

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring - J. S. Bach 

Canon in D Major - J. Pachelbel  

Trumpet Tune - Purcell/Clarke  

Trumpet Voluntary - J. Clarke (also known 
as The Prince of Denmark’s March)  

Trumpet Voluntary - Stanley  

Rondeau from Premier Suite - J. J. Mouret  

Rigadon – Campra 

Air in F from Water Music—G.F. Handel 

Largo from Xerxes 

Preparation of the Altar 

Lord off All Hopefulness 
 
Be Thou With Them - J. S. Bach  
 
The Gift of Love - Hopson  
 
When Love Is Found – Wren 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communion 

Gift of Finest Wheat  

I Am the Bread of Life  

Ubi Caritas  

Panis Angelicus 

I Received the Living God 

Take and Eat-Joncas 

Draw Near-Janco 

O Blessed Savior-Brubaker 

Recessionals 

Now Thank We All Our God – Karg-Elert 

Toccata—Dubois  

Toccata—Widor 

Overture from Royal Fireworks Suite—G.F. 
Handel 

Allegro Maestoso from Water Music—G.F. 
Handel 
 

https://music.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6bQBz5ByoUaFSgG5vA78OWhYk__mExE_

