
 

2022/2023 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION YEAR 

 
  

 

Welcome to the start of a new Religious Education year! We’re happy to have your family with us and to be 

able to experience this year without any COVID restrictions. Part of our first day included discussing with all 

students what we could expect this year.  

- We expect that each child will come to class on time  

- We expect that each child will come to class prepared 

o Completed homework  

o Textbook, New American Bible (Grades 3 and above), pen or pencil, folder 

o Desire to learn that day’s lesson 

- We expect each child will show classmates and all volunteers the proper respect. 

 

In return, the children were told they could expect the following: 

- Classroom volunteers eager to share their faith and prepared to teach the day’s lesson 

- Classroom volunteers that will treat each child with respect and with God’s love 

- Volunteers concerned with their safety and well-being  

 

Please read through the following information carefully. These guidelines are important to offering a safe 

and productive learning environment for all children in the program. Additional information regarding 

drop-off procedures, etc. can be found in the Family Handbook located on the Religious Education page of 

the parish website. 

 

TEXTBOOKS   

Textbooks are on loan and are expected to be returned at the end of the year in good 

condition.  Please do not allow your child to highlight, write or draw in the textbook and 

remind him/her to treat it carefully, much as they would a library book. Books returned with 

excessive wear and tear will be replaced at the family’s expense ($20 per book).  

 

COMMUNICATION  

A weekly email is sent home to keep families informed about what’s happening in the program. It also 

includes links to download the homework sheets in the event your child was absent. Look for this 

communication each Friday, sent to the email addresses you provided during registration. We also use the 

text messaging app REMIND for more urgent communication (class cancellations, etc.). 

ATTENDANCE   

The Diocese of Joliet requires a minimum of 30 hours of Faith Formation per year. Because we 

offer 28 weeks of classes, this allows for no more than four absences per year to successfully 

complete each grade level. Except for extreme cases to be discussed with the Director 

beforehand, students missing more than four classes per year may need to repeat the grade 

the following year. More than four absences in a level in which a sacrament is received that year (2nd grade, 

Confirmation II) may delay the reception of the sacrament. This applies to ALL absences for any reason. 

 



Students are expected to be in the classroom before the bell rings (4:15 PM on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 

6:15 PM or 7:15 PM on Wednesday evenings) and remain for the entire class. Habitual tardiness will be 

discussed with the parent of guardian. Early dismissals and late arrivals are to be avoided. Students arriving 

later than 20 minutes after class starts or leaving earlier than 20 minutes before the end of class are 

considered absent for that day.  

 

Diocesan requirements mandate that we keep accurate records of attendance.  Additionally, in case of 

emergency, it is imperative that we know which students are present during class times. A parent or guardian 

MUST call in to the Attendance Line 630-355-1139 PRIOR to class if their child is going to be absent. We don’t 

always receive the information if only the catechist is notified of an absence. If our records show your child 

was absent and we have not heard from you beforehand, a follow-up email will be sent to verify that your 

child was not in class. 

 

Children are never allowed to leave class early - even with a parent - unless an early dismissal form is 

completed in the office before pick-up. A photo ID is required when filling out the form. This is required to 

ensure your child’s protection. A parent must check in with the Hall Monitor who will retrieve the child from 

the classroom and bring him/her to the parent. Identification will always be required to ensure that we are 

releasing a child to a parent. Children will not be released to anyone other than a parent unless arrangements 

are made in advance with the Office. For the safety of your children, there are no exceptions to this rule!! 

 

Students are not permitted in the building unless a hall monitor is present. Please be aware that students may 

need to wait outside the building until a volunteer hall monitor arrives. Children should be dressed 

appropriately for the weather in the event they will be waiting outside. Students may not enter a classroom 

until a catechist or another designated adult is present. 

 

 

 
With few exceptions, homework is assigned each week and must be completed by the next class. If a student 

misses class for any reason, the homework and makeup work should be downloaded from the Religious 

Education page of the parish website and the completed work brought to the next class. Catechists will be 

tracking homework completion and accuracy and the subsequent score recorded on the student evaluations 

which are sent home twice a year. The homework includes the weekly quiz that is sent home.  

 

 

MASS ATTENDANCE  

Students in all grade levels are expected to attend Sunday Mass each week. Regular 

attendance at Mass is an essential part of showing your child what being a Catholic is 

about.  The weekly classes are reinforced and made more meaningful to children by 

attending Sunday Mass with their family and friends. 

 

 

 

 

 



PAPERWORK/ PARENT MEETINGS – Eucharist II and Confirmation II  
Any necessary paperwork for sacraments must be submitted by the due date. Extenuating 
circumstances that have been discussed with the Director prior to the due date may allow for 
a possible extension.  
 

Attendance at the Eucharist II parent meeting and Confirmation II parent/student meetings is mandatory. If 

one of the mandatory meetings is due to unavoidable conflict, alternate arrangements must be made.  Please 

see the info sent home with your child for meeting dates. 

 

ONE FINAL NOTE:  

Catechists and assistants that teach the classes in the religious education program are volunteers. The 

religious education staff supervises the catechists in order to help them fulfill their responsibility. Parents are 

asked to recognize the challenges involved in being a volunteer catechist and to support them in whatever 

ways possible. If any problems arise however, please first contact the catechist to discuss the situation. If that 

does not lead to a satisfactory resolution, please contact me at 630-718-2133 or email 

tpratt@sspeterandpaul.net. Similarly, hall monitors and crossing guards are volunteers, giving their time to 

the program and are enforcing the policies determined by the RE and parish staff. Please respect them as 

they do their jobs. 

 

Please check out the Family Handbook online for additional information. 

 

We look forward to a great year! 

 

 

In Christ’s love, 

 
Theresa Pratt 

Director of Religious Education 
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