
APRIL 16

Divine Mercy 
Sunday

   “On that day the very depths of My tender mercy are open.  
I pour out a whole ocean 

of graces upon those 
souls who approach 

the fount of My 
mercy. The soul that 
will go to Confession 
and receive Holy 

Communion shall 
obtain complete 

forgiveness 
of sins and 

punishment.” 
—St. Faustina

Masses
6:45 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (HFC), 

10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 5 p.m.  
(Tridentine), 7 p.m.

Adoration & Confession
1:30 to 3 p.m. in Church (4 priests)

Divine Mercy Chaplet
3 p.m. in Church (bring Rosary)

20TH ANNIVERSARY
St. Francis  

Adoration Chapel

Special guest priest Fr. Gregor 
Gorsic—who led the Eucharistic 
procession to the chapel opening 

on Divine Mercy Sunday in 
2013—will talk at the 10:30 a.m. 
and 12:30 p.m. Masses about the 

beauty of the Eucharist.

Perpetual Adoration
Saints Peter and Paul will begin 

sign-ups on Divine Mercy 
Sunday for permanent weekend 

adorers, with the goal of 
opening the chapel to perpetual 
(24/7) adoration by the Feast of 

Corpus Christi on June 11. 

We need 82 people to fill 41 holy hours with Jesus 
so the chapel can be open 7 days a week,  

24 hours a day.
Current Hours Monday 8 a.m. to Saturday 3 p.m. 
Hours Needed Saturday 3 p.m. to Monday 8 a.m.

Sign up today for a permanent or substitute weekly adoration hour using the  
QR code below, or visit sspeterandpaul.net/adoration for more information.

See reverse for 
information on 
Divine Mercy 
Indulgences



Divine Mercy Indulgences  
Explained

Q. What is the “special grace” we can receive on Divine Mercy Sunday?
A. Complete forgiveness of all of our sins and the removal of all punishment of past sins. ]esus desires that the 
first Sunday after Easter be the Feast of Mercy. He wants the whole world to know of His great mercy. Whoever 
approaches the Fount of Life (to receive Holy Communion) on this day will be granted complete remission 
of sins and punishment (Diary of St. Faustina Kowalska, 299-300). Those who receive Holy Communion on 
Divine Mercy Sunday in the state of grace and with the disposition of trust in His merciful love will receive 
most extraordinary spiritual benefits. To receive those special graces -- “the complete forgiveness of sins and 
punishment”, in other words, a complete renewal of baptismal grace in our hearts - all we need to do is receive 
Holy communion in a state of grace on Divine Mercy Sunday, with trust in our Lord’s great mercy. ]esus told St 
Faustina that “The graces of my mercy are drawn by means of one vessel only, and that is-trust. The more a soul 
trusts, the more it will receive (Diary 1578).

Confession and Divine Mercy Sunday
Whether your last confession was 10, 20, or even more days before Divine Mercy Sunday, as long as you do not 
have the stain of unconfessed mortal sin on your soul, then you are spiritually alive in Christ and able to receive 
His special grace from Holy Communion on that great feast day!

Q. Why did Pope St. John Paul II make the decree of a Plenary Indulgence for special acts of 
devotion to The Divine Mercy on Divine Mercy Sunday?
A. The Holy See wanted to ensure that the faithful could experience the Mercy of the Lord in a special way on 
this Feast Day, in the hope that then they might be inspired to be more merciful to others (cf. Lk 6:36), and to 
be able to offer this grace in a particular way: to the Holy Souls in Purgatory. It is important to note that the 
Church’s provision of the indulgence for Divine Mercy Sunday devotions does not constitute either a substitute 
for, nor an official endorsement of, the extraordinary graces promised by our Lord to St. Faustina for those who 
receive Holy Communion with trust in God’s mercy on that day. (This private revelation is a promise of ]esus 
to St. Faustina. This promise made is the complete renewal of baptismal grace, the “extraordinary grace” par 
excellence of Divine Mercy Sunday - something even greater than a plenary indulgence.) The plenary indulgence 
offered by the Church is therefore an opportunity to receive additional graces on this extraordinary feast day, 
which the faithful can mercifully offer to a Holy Soul in purgatory. (Note: a plenary indulgence can only be 
offered for oneself or for a deceased soul in purgatory.)

Ideally, the faithful would seek to obtain the plenary indulgence on this day for the sake of souls suffering in 
purgatory, even while, at one and the same time, they are receiving for themselves the “extraordinary grace” 
of Holy Communion on Divine Mercy Sunday, in accordance with our Lord’s promises to St. Faustina (that is, 
that they do so while in the state of grace and while having complete trust in ]esus’ love and mercy). What a 
tremendous opportunity this is to receive a special outpouring of God’s mercy, both upon oneself and for others, 
all on the same day!

The above is excerpted from “Understanding Divine Mercy Sunday,” John Paul II Institute of Divine Mercy,  
Congregation of the Marians of the Immaculate Conception, Stockbridge, MA, 2003. Nihil Obstat. Imprimi Potest.


