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Who are Bishops?
If you were at Mass this past weekend (I hope you were!), you would have noticed that Bishop Edward B. 
Scharfenberger celebrated the Mass. What’s a bishop anyway? A bishop is appointed by the Pope to oversee 
a particular geographic territory. This territory is called a diocese. The Diocese of Albany covers 14 counties and 
stretches from the Utica city line all the way to the Massachusetts and Vermont borders; from Hancock in the south 
to North Creek in the north. The Diocese of Albany was established in 1847 and at that time included the majority of 
upstate NY until the establishment of the Syracuse, Rochester, and Ogdensburg Dioceses. The total population of the 
Albany Diocese is 1.4 million people and there are approximately 306,000 Catholics living here. Holy Family is one of 
126 parishes in the Diocese. 

On Sunday, you may have seen Bishop Sharfenberger carrying a shepherd’s crook. That’s because a bishop is the 
chief shepherd of the diocese. He is responsible for all the souls who live within the diocese. He leads the people and 
corrects errors just like a real shepherd leads the sheep and guides them. He was also wearing a miter (a special hat).  
At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles in the form of flames over their heads. The miter is in the 
shape of a flame and represents the power of the Holy Spirit upon them.

Bishops are descendants of the apostles. Just like we know that our ancestry can be traced back through our 
parents, grandparents, great-grandparents etc., bishops trace their spiritual ancestry back to the time of the apostles.   
Jesus ordained his disciples and sent them out as apostles. They went out and ordained more apostles through the 
“laying on of hands.” This line of apostles or bishops is called apostolic succession and continues today. The Catholic 
Church is the only Church that can trace its ancestry back to the time of Christ. 

Who are Priests and Parishioners?
Priests are the representatives of the bishops in the parish. Bishop Scharfenberger appointed me as pastor of 
Holy Family to lead the people and teach the Faith that Jesus handed down through the apostles. You are called 
parishioners, which translates as “resident aliens.” No, this does not mean you are aliens from outer space. You and 
I are Christians and our true home is in heaven with God. The parish is our home away from home. We gather at our 
parish to be with God and to find our way to heaven. 

Take home Quiz:

1.   Who is the leader of the diocese?
 a. The Pope
 b. The Pastor
 c. The Priest
 d. The Bishop
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2.    What is another name for the Bishop?
 a. Episcopos “Overseer”
 b. Shepherd
 c. Teacher
 d. Successor to the apostles
 e. All of the above

3.    The Bishop is elected by the people of the diocese? True or False?

4.    Name at least four Apostles chosen by Christ.

5.    Approximately, how many Catholics live in the Diocese of Albany?
 a. 500,000
 b. 1.4 million
 c. 306,500
 d. 2,500

6.    What does the name parishioner mean?
 a. Someone who is in purgatory
 b. Resident alien
 c. Someone who gets church envelops
 d. Someone in heaven

7.    What did Bishop Sharfenberger preach about on Sunday?
 a. The Diocesan Appeal
 b. Trusting in Our Lord to the point of giving everything like the widow
 c. Why he appointed Fr. Slezak as pastor
 d. The story of how he became a Bishop
 e. All of the above

8.    What does the term Apostle mean?
 a. One who is “sent”
 b. Disciple
 c. Resident alien
 d. Flaming hat

9.    Who appoints the Bishop?

10.  A pastor does not serve in a parish. True or False?


