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    What is All Souls’ Day and why do we, as Catholics, 
observe this day with prayer? The purpose of All Souls’ 
Day is to commemorate those who have died and are 
believed to be in purgatory. Those of us still living unite 
our hearts with, and in a special way, remember, the souls 
of the faithfully departed.
     According to Catholic belief, 
the soul of a person who dies goes 
to one of three places. Heaven for 
those who are in a perfect state 
of grace, hell for those in a state 
of mortal sin and condemned, 
or Purgatory if they are free of 
mortal sin, but still in a state of 
lesser (venial) sin.
     Purgatory is necessary so that 
souls can be cleansed of their sins, or past transgressions. 
Consistent with the teachings and traditions of the 
Catholic Church, we believe that through the prayers of 
the faithful on earth, the dead are cleansed of their sins, 
so they may enter into heaven and experience the Beatific 
Vision. Therefore, we not only remember the dead, but 
we apply our efforts, through prayer, almsgiving, and the 
Mass for their release from Purgatory.
     There are two plenary indulgences associated with 
All Souls’ Day. One for visiting church, and another for 
visiting a cemetery. While the actions are performed by 
the living, the merits of the indulgences are applicable 
only to the souls in Purgatory. Since a plenary indulgence 
removes all of the temporal punishment for sin, which is 
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the reason why souls are in Purgatory in the first place, 
applying a plenary indulgence to one of the Holy Souls, 
means that the Holy Soul is released from Purgatory and 
enters Heaven.
     Almost all religions have some belief in the afterlife. 
This comes from the human desire to maintain contact 
with one’s friends and relatives even after death. Catholics 
believe in praying for those deceased who have died 
righteously, but are not purified enough to be with God. 
This belief underlies the idea of Purgatory, a place of 
‘cleansing, and purging’, where believers on earth can pray 
and offer sacrifice for their dead.
     There is a scriptural basis for this belief. The primary

reference is in the Old Testament 
2 Maccabees, 12:42-46
written about 100 B.C. Judas 
Maccabees orders his army to 
pray and offer sacrifices on behalf 
of their fallen comrades.
     “Turning to supplication, 
they prayed that the sinful deed 
might be fully blotted out…
Thus made atonement for the 
dead that they might be free from 

sin.” Maccabees was the leader of the Jewish people one 
hundred and fifty years before the birth of Jesus. He led 
an army against the Greek invaders who had taken over 
his country. Several of his men were killed in battle. It 
turned out that all of them had been wearing superstitious 
amulets or charms around their necks, a practice that was 
totally opposed to their Jewish faith. When Maccabees 
discovered this, he took up a collection among all the 
people and sent two thousand drachmas to the Temple 
in Jerusalem to have sacrifices offered for those who had 
died. This Bible story from the book of Maccabees, draws 
a lesson from these events: “It is therefore a holy and 
wholesome thought to pray for the dead that they may be 

Merciful Father,
hear our prayer and console us.

As we renew our faith in Your Son,
who you raised from the dead, strenthen our hope 

that all of our departed brothers and sisters
will share in His resurrection, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for every and ever. Amen



     One of the seven Spiritual Works of Mercy is to pray 
for the living and the dead. A great way to fulfill this 
obligation is to have a Mass said for someone as there is 
no more powerful prayer than the Mass.  
     At every Mass, the priest goes to the altar with a 
particular intention. The Roman Canon calls for the 

priest to take a 
moment (this 
part of the 
Canon is called 
the momento) 
to remember 
the living 
and another 
“moment” to 
remember 

the dead. Acting as a mediator in the persona Christi, he 
offers his prayer to the Father. The members of the Body, 
i.e., the laity, unite their prayers to the Christ the Head in 
one perfect offering.  
     As the Church Militant on earth (that’s us), we unite 
our prayers to the prayers of the Church Triumphant in 
heaven (the saints) and pray for the Church Suffering 
(those in purgatory). At Mass, the Mystical Body of 
Christ comes together in a striking way at the celebration 
of the Holy Mass.
     On All Souls’ Day we offer prayers for all souls who 
have died. Throughout the month of November, we 
are called to keep them ever in mind.  As part of our 
obligation to pray for the dead, I suggest scheduling a 
Mass for a loved one, even if they died a long time ago. 
Remember, in particular, those who did not have a funeral 
Mass, which sadly is becoming more common. In addition, 
you can visit the cemetery, say the Divine Mercy Chaplet, 
and make a sacrifice for someone. These things help us to 
remember our love ones and help us to prepare for our 
own passing. 

JOIN US!
November 2, 2022 - All Souls’ Day

Holy Family Parish & St. Joseph Church
8 a.m. - Holy Family Usus Antiquior

9 a.m - Lauds 
9:20 a.m. - Potluck Meal   

 —Bring a dish to share in Parish Hall—

5:30 p.m. - St. Joseph Church Mass
6:15 p.m. - Potluck Meal   

—Bring a dish to share in Church Hall—

loosed of their sins.”
     The feast as we know it today was established by the St.
Odilo, abbot of Cluny, France, in 998. He encouraged all
monks to pray for the souls of those who had died 
awaiting the joys of heaven. The custom spread to other 
houses of the Cluniac order, which became the largest and 
most extensive network of monasteries in Europe. The 
celebration was soon adopted in several dioceses in France 
and spread throughout the Western Church. It grew 
rapidly in popularity. Pope Benedict XV granted priests 
the privilege of celebrating three Masses on this day, 
moved as he was by the millions of soldiers killed in the 
First World War. This practice continues even today.
     Furthermore, when St. Bernadette of Lourdes was 
dying, she was afraid that people would think she was 
holy. She asked the sisters around her, “Pray for me when 
I am dead. People will say, ‘ That little saint doesn’t need 
prayers and I will be left in purgatory.’” Of course no 
one in purgatory is forgotten or abandoned; the souls in 
purgatory are remembered and prayed for at every Mass 
every day: “Remember our brothers and sisters who have 
gone to their rest in the hope of rising again. Bring them 
into the light of your presence.”
     The feast of All Souls is a day of hope for the entire 
Christian community—for those who now share in the 
fullness of the resurrection, the saints; for us, still laboring 
on earth; and for those destined for final glory, but who 
await their complete purification. Thus the Church of 
God spans space and time. In this life and the hereafter, we 
are assured that those closest to us in life will continue to 
be with us in “life after life.” We pray for the dead because 
they had faults and failings like ourselves.
     Few of us think that if we died right now, we would 
be ready to go straight to heaven. We know we are selfish 
and sinful in many different ways, and are not able to love 
with our whole hearts and souls. We need to grow in love. 
Purgatory is where we go through the final purification 
that frees us to love and makes us ready to experience the 
joy of God’s presence in heaven.
     The English Dominican, Fr. Bede Jarrett described it 
this way: “We must not think that our dead are in anguish. 
No doubt they are restless and eager for their release, but 
only as a lover might be restless who did not find himself fit 
to meet his beloved.”
     Those who are in purgatory are free from fear now, 
and they have no worry about the future; they are grateful 
to God who took care of them through life and through 
death, and they are sure of a place in heaven. They wait 
in joyful certainty, and we speed them on their way with 
the help of our prayers. The church devotes the month of 
November to prayer for the Holy Souls in Purgatory and 
participation in prayer is a good way to begin the month!  
—written by Peggy Romano

A Message from Fr. Brian SlezakA Message from Fr. Brian Slezak


