
     While this understandably can be confusing, it is 
helpful to consider that the Mass is not the same thing as 
the rite of Mass. To be very clear, there is only one Mass. 
Our Lord Jesus suffered and died on the Cross once and 
for all, and every Mass offered on Earth is a representation 
of that salvific sacrifice. Across time and places, they 
have grown organically from apostolic roots different 
rites, or rituals, of Mass. In fact, the Roman Church 
recognizes more than twenty different rites of Mass, all 
in communion with the Pope.  We are most familiar with 
the Latin or Roman Rite, which we use in our parish. In 
this case, Latin does not refer strictly to the language of 
the celebration, but to the Western tradition that gives us 
this rite. In the West, after all, they spoke Latin.  In the 
East, they spoke Greek, Syriac, Aramaic, Slavic languages, 
and so on. Each of these cultures, and many others, has 
their own rite of Mass to commemorate the 
sacrifice of Calvary. 

    What is the 
older form called?  
The first goes by 
many names: the 
Usus Antiquior 
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    What is the Latin Mass?  The term Latin Mass 
defines the Mass as it was celebrated prior to the reforms 
following the Second Vatican Council. This Mass, the 
latest edition of which came out in 1962, was vindicated 
in 2007 by Pope Benedict XVI, who gave every priest 
the freedom to offer it and clarified that it “was never 
abrogated.” Hence, our parish takes advantage of the 
option to have not one, but two, forms of the Mass offered 
on Sunday.  
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
     Given the recent attention that the Traditional 
Latin Mass (TLM) has been receiving in the news, 
I want to use this article to answer some of the 
common questions people have about the Usus 
Antiquior and Novus Ordo Masses.   
    I’ve asked parishioner, Garrett Quigley who has 
attended both the TLM and Novus Ordo, to answer 
some of these questions.  I would also recommend 
watching Fr. Chris Alar’s two-part series entitled, 
“Latin Mass vs. Novus Ordo” or going to 
LatinMass.com for a well-done documentary on the 
Traditional Latin Mass. 
     Regardless of which Mass you prefer to attend, 
remember that we worship the same Lord.  We do 
so with humility and devotion—grateful that the 
Lord comes to us in the great Eucharistic sacrifice of 
the Mass.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Brian Slezak
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Only later did it begin to become allowed after it began to 
be practiced throughout the world.  

     What is meant by “the Missal”?  The priest uses 
a Missal in order to follow along and read the prayers of 
the Mass. In our parish, the Missal is a large red book 

with tabs to mark the proper 
places. Whether he celebrates the 
Novus Ordo or the TLM, he uses 
the latest edition of the Missal 
published by the Vatican or the 
Bishops’ Conference. Hence, 
the Novus Ordo uses the 2002 
Missal and the TLM uses the 
1962 Missal.  

     Is the text of the Novus 
Ordo just an English 
translation of the TLM?  
No. In fact, it is quite different. 
Many prayers that were part of 
the TLM are absent from the 
Novus Ordo, such as the Prayers 
at the Foot of the Altar, the 
original Offertory prayers, and 
the Last Gospel, to name a few. 
New Eucharistic prayers were 
introduced, and many of the 
rubrics and variable parts such 
as the Collects were revised. In 

short, going to the Novus Ordo is not simply going to the 
TLM celebrated in English, just as the TLM is not a Latin 
version of the Novus Ordo.  

     Is one form better than the other?  No, inasmuch 
as they both represent the sacrifice of Calvary.  While 
debate abounds in parishes and on the internet about 
which form is better, the usage of either Mass is at the 
discretion of the parish priest, his bishop, and the Vatican’s 
liturgical office, the Dicastery for Divine Worship and the 
Discipline of the Sacraments.  Currently, the Novus Ordo 
is offered exclusively in many places, while the TLM is 
offered when permission is granted. 
 — Garrett Quigley

(more ancient usage), the Traditional Latin Mass (TLM), 
the Vetus Ordo (old rite), the Old Mass, the Tridentine 
Mass, the Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite, or 
simply the Latin Mass. It is characterized by the priest 
facing liturgical East and praying in Latin, with much of 
the Mass shrouded in silence. 

     What is the newer form 
called?  Much more common 
today, it is called either the 
Novus Ordo Missae (New 
Order of Mass), the Mass of 
Paul VI, or the New Mass.  In 
this form, the priest typically 
faces the people and prays in 
the vernacular tongue.  

     Is the Novus Ordo ever 
offered in Latin, or only 
the vernacular?  The Second 
Vatican Council actually 
called for the retention of the 
Latin language in the Church’s 
liturgy (Constitution on the 
Sacred Liturgy, Sacrosanctum 
Concilium, 36.1). As such, 
while it is uncommon, use of 
Latin in the Novus Ordo is 
allowed and in accord with the 
Church’s liturgical heritage. 
The confusion about this arises from the plethora of 
options the priest has in the new Missal. Indeed, in it he 
has the option to pray in Latin or the vernacular, facing 
the people or facing East, at the high altar or at the table-
style altar. 

     Is the posture of facing East allowed in the 
Novus Ordo or only in the TLM?   
It is allowed, and frankly was not questioned by the 
liturgical reform of the 1960s. The first Novus Ordo 
rubrics issued by the Vatican instructed the priest to 
“turn around to face the people” in order to say, “The Lord 
be with you.”  If he was already offering Mass facing the 
people, they would not have included this instruction. 

“Regardless of which Mass you prefer to attend, remember that we worship the same 
Lord.  We do so with humility and devotion, grateful that the Lord comes to us in the 
great Eucharistic sacrifice of the Mass.”   —Fr. Slezak


